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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

NOMINATION OF MICHELLE 
BOWMAN 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, this 
week this body began rubberstamping 
yet another Trump nominee who will 
help unravel Wall Street reform and 
who will give big banks free rein again. 
This White House increasingly looks 
like a retreat for Wall Street execu-
tives. 

Michelle Bowman is about to become 
a member of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve. We should be 
aware that the only reason this slot is 
open is because of the obstruction of 
President Obama’s Federal Reserve 
nominees in the last Congress. Presi-
dent Trump will have already nomi-
nated six of the seven Board slots. 
There are other nominees we could be 
voting on who would enjoy more broad 
bipartisan support and have a direct 
impact on saving and creating Amer-
ican jobs—people such as the four bi-
partisan nominees to the Export-Im-
port Bank, blocked by two or three 
Members of the Senate doing the bid-
ding of the White House, costing us 
thousands. 

This is coming from business inter-
ests, the Chamber of Commerce, the 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
the Wall Street Journal, and places 
like that. This is costing us thousands 
of good-paying manufacturing jobs be-
cause of an ideological hangup on this 
side, because of complicity in the ma-
jority leader’s office, and because 
somebody at the White House has a 
problem with the Export-Import Bank. 
Nobody can understand what it is. 

These nominees have strong bipar-
tisan support. Instead of voting on that 
to create jobs immediately—imme-
diately in my State, we are voting on 
someone who will make it easier for 
the Fed to roll back and water down 
more consumer protections. 

Ms. Bowman failed during a hearing 
to provide the committee any insight 
on her views on monetary policy, regu-
lation, and financial instability—in 
other words, all of the issues that af-
fect our economy that she will make 
decisions on. 

We have seen what is happening at 
the Fed. We have heard their plans for 
rolling back rule after rule after rule. 
Vice Chair Quarles came to our com-
mittee. Last week he said the Fed will 
weaken stress tests and living wills for 
the largest banks. 

We see what is happening in other 
ways. The Fed put out its proposal to 
implement the bank giveaway bill en-
acted earlier this year. It rolls back 
rules on banks with over $250 billion in 
assets. But do you know what else it 
does? Get this. The Fed announced 
plans to weaken rules for foreign 
megabanks. These are banks such as 
Santander, Deutsche Bank, and UBS. 
These are foreign banks. Think about 
‘‘Make America great again.’’ These 

are foreign banks, big foreign banks— 
foreign banks that are huge into the 
hundreds of billions of dollars in assets 
internationally and a good size in this 
country. They have broken Federal law 
time and time and time again. 

What does the White House do? What 
does the majority leader do? He says it 
is OK to give these foreign banks a 
break, and then we have to be preached 
to about making America great? How 
does that make any sense that the 
President of the United States sends 
these nominees up here who come out 
of this swamp at the White House? 
These nominees, pure and simple, look 
like a retreat of Wall Street executives 
at the White House—excuse me, a re-
treat of foreign bank CEOs at the 
White House. They come up here, and 
we weaken the rules that protect 
Americans. 

We side with foreign banks that have 
broken the law instead of siding with 
American consumers. Something is 
very, very wrong on that. 

I worry for our country. I worry for 
our economy. I know what happened. 
There may be collective amnesia on 
the Senate Banking Committee, but I 
remember what happened. The ZIP 
Code my wife and I live in had more 
foreclosures in 2007 than any ZIP Code 
in the United States of America. 

I see the residue from those fore-
closures. I know people lost their 
homes. I know people lost their sav-
ings. I know people lost their jobs. I see 
what those homes look like. I know 
they have high levels of lead-based 
paint. Does anybody at the Fed care 
about that? No, they want more de-
regulation. They want to help the for-
eign banks at the expense of people in 
my neighborhood. It is bad economics. 
It is morally outrageous. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 544. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Stephen Alex-
ander Vaden, of Tennessee, to be Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Ag-
riculture. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Stephen Alexander Vaden, of Ten-
nessee, to be General Counsel of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Mitch McConnell, Johnny Isakson, Mike 
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Mike Crapo, Pat 
Roberts, John Hoeven, David Perdue, 
Tim Scott, John Cornyn, Roy Blunt, 
Cory Gardner, Tom Cotton, Jerry 
Moran, John Barrasso, Roger F. 
Wicker, John Boozman. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to proceed to legislative session. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 939. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Karen Dunn 
Kelley, of Pennsylvania, to be Deputy 
Secretary of Commerce. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Karen Dunn Kelley, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be Deputy Secretary of Commerce. 

Mitch McConnell, Johnny Isakson, Mike 
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Mike Crapo, Pat 
Roberts, John Hoeven, David Perdue, 
Tim Scott, John Cornyn, Roy Blunt, 
Cory Gardner, Tom Cotton, Jerry 
Moran, John Barrasso, Roger F. 
Wicker, John Boozman. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to proceed to legislative session. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 626. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Thomas Alvin 
Farr, of North Carolina, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of North Carolina. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Thomas Alvin Farr, of North Caro-
lina, to be United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of North Carolina. 

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, 
Lamar Alexander, John Cornyn, James 
M. Inhofe, John Kennedy, Mike Crapo, 
Roger F. Wicker, Mike Rounds, Mi-
chael B. Enzi, David Perdue, John 
Boozman, Tim Scott, Lindsey Graham, 
James E. Risch, Steve Daines, Thom 
Tillis. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 1141. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Jonathan A. 
Kobes, of South Dakota, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Eighth 
Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Jonathan A. Kobes, of South Da-
kota, to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Eighth Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, Jerry Moran, Mike 
Crapo, Steve Daines, Richard Burr, 
James E. Risch, Thom Tillis, John 
Thune, Roger F. Wicker, John Hoeven, 
David Perdue, Pat Roberts, John Bar-
rasso, Mike Rounds, Lamar Alexander, 
John Boozman, John Cornyn. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 1064. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Kathleen Laura 
Kraninger, of Ohio, to be Director, Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection 
for a term of five years. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Kathleen Laura Kraninger, of Ohio, 
to be Director, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection for a term of five years. 

Mitch McConnell, Jerry Moran, Mike 
Crapo, Steve Daines, Richard Burr, 
James E. Risch, Thom Tillis, John 
Thune, Roger F. Wicker, John Hoeven, 
David Perdue, Pat Roberts, John Bar-
rasso, Mike Rounds, Lamar Alexander, 
John Boozman, John Cornyn. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls for the cloture 
motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that with re-
spect to the Bowman nomination, the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and that 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
YOUNG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF LATVIA’S 
INDEPENDENCE 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the 
people who have called themselves 
Latvians have been in existence for 
centuries and centuries, but the nation 
state that we call Latvia has only ex-
isted for 100 years. So I come to the 
floor to express the fact that on Satur-
day, the Republic of Latvia celebrates 
100 years as a country. 

As cochair of the Senate Baltic Free-
dom Caucus, I recognized the cen-
tenary of Estonia and Lithuania in 
February, and I mentioned that I 
would be back this November to talk 
about Latvia’s 100th anniversary, like I 
did Estonia and Lithuania back in Feb-
ruary. 

On November 18, 1918, the People’s 
Council of Latvia proclaimed independ-
ence. However, the establishment of a 
separate Latvian state did not come 
out of the blue. The movement toward 
an independent Latvia was a process of 
continuous historical development 
going back to the Latvian national 
awakening in the 1850s. 

At that time, between local German- 
speaking nobles and the Russian Impe-
rial Government, and divided by the in-
ternal political boundaries between the 
Russian Empire, Latvians did not con-
trol their political fate. However, 
Latvians increasingly began to focus 
on promoting unity around their dis-
tinct language and culture. 

With the collapse of the tsarist gov-
ernment in Russia, Latvians began to 
push for a united autonomous terri-
tory, although independence did not 
yet seem feasible. When the Bolsheviks 
seized power in Russia and attempted 
to consolidate control of Latvia, the 
time came to declare independence. 
However, as we Americans know well, 
declaring independence means being 
prepared to defend that decision of 
independence. 

Much as our Founding Fathers 
pledged their lives, their fortunes, and 
their sacred honor to the cause of 
American independence, the Founding 
Fathers of Latvia knew they would 
have to defend their independence with 
the force of arms. In fact, they had to 
fight invasions by both Soviets and 
Germans. 

If this sounds familiar, it is because 
it is pretty much the same story I de-
scribed in February with the Estonian 
War of Independence. In fact, the 
Latvians and Estonians coordinated 
closely and fought side by side. 

Latvia also received help from Lith-
uania and Poland. Soviet Russia ulti-
mately signed a peace treaty recog-
nizing the independence and sov-
ereignty of Latvia and renouncing for-
ever all claims to the territory that is 
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