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failure to act, which is complicity, 
Jonathan has been compelled to delay 
his dream of continuing his education 
and attending law school. However, 
Jonathan hasn’t abandoned his stead-
fast commitment to helping others and 
giving back to Connecticut and this 
Nation. 

I recently had the honor of writing a 
letter of recommendation on his behalf 
in his pursuit of a public policy fellow-
ship. Despite the uncertainty around 
his own immigration status, Jonathan 
believes so much in this country and 
our ideals that he continues to seek 
out opportunities to give back. That is 
the purpose of his fellowship, and that 
is the reason I wrote a letter of rec-
ommendation. 

He first became compelled to tell his 
story after his father was deported. He 
was unable to even say goodbye before 
his father was ripped away from his 
family. 

If Congress fails to act, Jonathan 
could lose his DACA protection. He 
could be one of those 800,000 who have 
legally told the government where they 
are, what they are doing, how to call 
them, and he could be deported—one of 
800,000 who could be swept away in a 
mass deportation, unprecedented in 
this great country. 

In the meantime, he is anguished and 
anxious, as are many other DACA 
young people who are afraid to go to 
school or to health clinics or to courts 
or police stations if they are victims of 
crimes, such as domestic violence. My 
office meets with countless numbers of 
them from Connecticut and across the 
country. Like Jonathan, they are at 
risk of losing those DACA protections. 
They have become moms and dads and 
leaders in our communities. 

Congress must do its job. Congress 
must act, and it must act now to pro-
vide permanent status and a path to 
citizenship for Jonathan and 1.3, 1.8 
million Dreamers in this Nation. 

Due to a Federal court order, the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices, USCIS, has been ordered to accept 
renewal applications for DACA recipi-
ents. Once again, the courts have been 
a bulwark for individual rights and lib-
erties, but this reprieve is no final rem-
edy. We must redouble our determina-
tion to assist these young people and 
protect them, which must be done 
right away because deportation is a 
continuing threat. President Trump’s 
cruel and unconscionable decision to 
end this program is intolerable, but so 
is our complicity if we fail to act. 

DACA protections are set to expire in 
less than a month. There is no more 
kicking the can down the road. The 
ticking time bomb thrown by President 
Trump into this Chamber is set to ex-
plode. We have the power to defuse it 
and to end this awful menace. Refusing 
to do so would be a grave abdication of 
responsibility. 

Acting now in the service of the 
American dream is not only the right 
thing to do, it is in our self-interest to 
do so. It is in our self-interest in a 

basic economic sense. In reality, these 
young people are integral to our econ-
omy. If Congress fails to pass the 
DACA bill, we will lose $500 billion over 
the next 10 years. We will lose $25 bil-
lion in Medicare and Social Security 
taxes. In my home State alone, we 
stand to lose more than $300 million a 
year. 

Now is the time to abandon the myth 
that the Dreamers work on the side-
lines of American society. They are 
part of the economic fabric as well as 
the social tapestry of this Nation. They 
help drive our economy. They are small 
business owners. They are physicians, 
scientists, and teachers. Continued 
waiting would mean instability in the 
job market as companies are forced to 
fire DACA recipients and train new 
people in anticipation of the March 
deadline. As I said before, forcing these 
outstanding members of our commu-
nity to leave would be a logistical and 
humanitarian nightmare. 

Time is not on our side. If Congress 
passes a DACA bill, USCIS will need to 
develop new regulations. It will have to 
process applications. It will have to set 
up the bureaucratic structure and rules 
of procedure. We cannot delay because 
the Dreamers stand to lose their pro-
tections simply by the passage of time. 

Contributing members of our society, 
like Jonathan, who have done nothing 
wrong, have no criminal record, will be 
dragged back into the shadows. They 
will be unable to attend our colleges, 
work in jobs. Once again, they will 
dread the sound of police sirens. 

The character of our Nation, who we 
are, is at stake. So many Americans re-
late to the story of these Dreamers be-
cause they can see themselves through 
their eyes. They can see their own im-
migrant story in Jonathan. So many of 
us—my family included—came to this 
country with hopes for a better life and 
a future. Jonathan had no choice; he 
was brought here as a child. But the 
American dream belongs to him too. 

We must pass DACA legislation now. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FISCHER). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF 
THE CHAIR 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
stand in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
at 7:27 p.m., recessed subject to the call 
of the Chair and reassembled at 11:39 
p.m. when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. GARDNER). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

f 

HONORING HOMETOWN HEROES 
ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand that the Senate has re-
ceived a message from the House to ac-
company H.R. 1892. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The lead-
er is correct. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move that the Chair lay before the 
Senate the message to accompany H.R. 
1892. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The Presiding Officer laid before the 

Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the House agree to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
1892) entitled ‘‘An Act to amend title 4, 
United States Code, to provide for the flying 
of the flag at half-staff in the event of the 
death of a first responder in the line of 
duty.’’, with an amendment. 

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 1930 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment, with a 
further amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-
NELL] moves to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment with an 
amendment numbered 1930. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk on 
the motion to concur with further 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment with a further 
amendment to H.R. 1892, an act to amend 
title 4, United States Code, to provide for the 
flying of the flag at half-staff in the event of 
the death of a first responder in the line of 
duty. 

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Chuck 
Grassley, Tom Cotton, David Perdue, 
Thom Tillis, James Lankford, John 
Kennedy, Roy Blunt, Richard C. 
Shelby, Lisa Murkowski, Susan M. Col-
lins, Steve Daines, John Boozman, 
John Barrasso, James M. Inhofe, Orrin 
G. Hatch. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on my motion to concur with 
further amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 
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The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1931 TO AMENDMENT NO. 1930 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

have a second-degree amendment at 
the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 1931 
to amendment No. 1930. 

The amendment is as follows: 
At the end add the following. 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 1 day after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 1932 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to refer the House message on 
H.R. 1892 to the Committee on Appro-
priations to report back forthwith with 
instructions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-
NELL] moves to refer the House message to 
accompany H.R. 1892 to the Committee on 
Appropriations to report back forthwith 
with instructions, being amendment num-
bered 1932. 

The amendment is as follows: 
At the end add the following. 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 2 days after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1933 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
have an amendment to the instruc-
tions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 1933 
to the instructions of the motion to refer 
H.R. 1892. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
Strike ‘‘2’’ and insert ‘‘3’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on my amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1934 TO AMENDMENT NO. 1933 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

have a second-degree amendment at 
the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-
NELL] proposes an amendment numbered 1934 
to amendment No. 1933. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
Strike ‘‘3 days’’ and insert ‘‘4 days’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the mandatory quorum 
call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS DRILLING 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I wish 

to join my colleagues in expressing my 
serious concern with the 5-year oil and 
gas leasing plan released by the Inte-
rior Department that proposes opening 
up vast portions of U.S. waters for pos-
sible oil exploration and development, 
including along the Atlantic seaboard 
and the coast of Maine. 

I am opposed to any effort to open 
waters off the coast of Maine or any 
proximate area to offshore drilling, 
which could negatively affect the 
health of Maine’s fisheries and other 
coastal resources, threatening to harm 
not only the environment but the 
State’s economy as well. The Maine 
lobster industry, for example, has an 
estimated $1.7 billion impact to the 
State’s economy annually, not to men-
tion the many other fishing, aqua-
culture, and coastal tourism industries 
that help to drive the State’s economy. 
These critical industries are dependent 
on Maine’s pristine waters, and even a 
minor spill could damage irreparably 
the ecosystem in the gulf of Maine and 
create serious economic disruption. 

I look forward to working with the 
administration to ensure that the Inte-
rior Department’s plan is revised to 
pose no unnecessary threats to the 
economy and way of life in coastal 
Maine. 

f 

DARPA’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I pay 

tribute to DARPA, the Defense Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency, on 
the 60th anniversary of its inception. 
After the Soviet Union launched Sput-
nik I, President Eisenhower deter-
mined that the United States would 
never again be caught off guard by 
technological surprise. DARPA was es-
tablished to anticipate new techno-
logical capabilities and pursue stra-
tegic technological surprise for our 
military forces. 

DARPA works collaboratively with 
academic institutions, corporate and 
government R&D labs, and small busi-
ness enterprise. While the primary 

focus is to discover fundamental new 
concepts that lead to breakthrough 
technologies for national security, 
many of DARPA’s advances also ben-
efit greater society. Some well-known 
examples include precision-guided 
weapons systems with miniaturized 
GPS components also found on many 
consumer products; the internet, used 
initially to link DARPA with per-
former partners, now widely used in 
commerce and every aspect of our 
lives; advanced antenna systems ena-
bling more efficient warfighter commu-
nications and satellite signal reception 
for consumers; new breakthroughs in 
robotic technology for national secu-
rity applications and the development 
of advanced prosthetic arms for wound-
ed warriors and civilians alike. The list 
goes on. 

By not accepting the parameters of 
what is widely accepted as the known 
possible, DARPA has proven that 
amazing achievements can be had by 
stretching to reach for what was once 
deemed impossible. In the realm of na-
tional defense, DARPA has pursued 
new systems, including unmanned aer-
ial and underwater vehicles, hypersonic 
flight research, and new frontiers in 
biomedical research. From the giant 
engines of the Saturn V rocket that 
took Americans to the Moon to the 
smallest microelectronics that popu-
late our smartphones, DARPA has been 
ahead of the cutting edge of techno-
logical innovation. 

By focusing its efforts at the bound-
aries of fundamental research in phys-
ics, chemistry, biology, mathematics, 
materials science, electronics, and en-
gineering, DARPA has helped create 
new communities of scientists and en-
gineers, both inside and beyond the 
traditional defense community. Along 
the way, new businesses and sometimes 
entire industries have sprung from 
DARPA-funded research, reflecting the 
Agency’s commitment to pursue its 
ideas all the way from initial concept 
to demonstration of practical feasi-
bility through prototype development. 

DARPA programs are led by program 
managers who come from universities, 
industry, national laboratories, and 
other parts of government for limited 
postings that typically last 3 to 5 
years—a time limit that helps drive 
the Agency’s signature sense of ur-
gency. Recognizing that some revolu-
tionary goals inevitably prove 
unachievable, DARPA carefully man-
ages risk by establishing appropriate 
milestone procedures and redirecting 
or discontinuing programs when fur-
ther advancement stalls. 

I congratulate DARPA for its many 
achievements over the past 60 years. 
The true assets that enable this kind of 
achievement are the men and women 
who work to make the visions of to-
morrow become today’s reality. 

As DARPA moves into the future, I 
encourage my colleagues to join with 
me in recognizing this milestone and 
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