S6824

Whereas, effective June 8, 2016, the Filipino
World War II Veterans Parole Program al-
lowed for Filipino World War II veterans and
certain family members to be reunited more
expeditiously than the immigrant visa proc-
ess allowed at that time;

Whereas, on December 14, 2016, President
Barack Obama signed into law the Filipino
Veterans of World War II Congressional Gold
Medal Act of 2015 (Public Law 114-265; 130
Stat. 1376) to award Filipino veterans who
fought alongside troops of the United States
in World War II the highest civilian honor
bestowed by Congress;

Whereas, on October 25, 2017, the Congres-
sional Gold Medal was presented to Filipino
World War II veterans in Emancipation Hall
in the Capitol Building, a recognition for
which the veterans have waited for more
than 70 years;

Whereas Filipino Americans continue to
demonstrate a commendable sense of patri-
otism and honor;

Whereas 9 Filipino Americans have re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor, the
highest award for valor in action against an
enemy force that may be bestowed on an in-
dividual serving in the Armed Forces;

Whereas the late Thelma Garcia
Buchholdt, born in Claveria, Cagayan, on the
island of Luzon in the Philippines—

(1) moved with her family to Alaska in
1965;

(2) was elected to the House of Representa-
tives of Alaska in 1974;

(3) was the first Filipino woman elected to
a State legislature; and

(4) authored a comprehensive history book
entitled ‘‘Filipinos in Alaska: 1788-1958"’;

Whereas Filipino American farmworkers
and labor leaders, such as Philip Vera Cruz
and Larry Itliong, played an integral role in
the multiethnic United Farm Workers move-
ment, alongside Cesar Chavez, Dolores
Huerta, and other Latino workers;

Whereas Filipino Americans play an inte-
gral role in the healthcare system of the
United States as nurses, doctors, and other
medical professionals;

Whereas Filipino Americans have contrib-
uted greatly to music, dance, literature, edu-
cation, business, journalism, sports, fashion,
politics, government, science, technology,
the fine arts, and other fields that enrich the
landscape of the United States;

Whereas, as mandated in the mission state-
ment of the Filipino American National His-
torical Society, efforts should continue to
promote the study of Filipino American his-
tory and culture because the roles of Filipino
Americans and other people of color have
largely been overlooked in the writing,
teaching, and learning of the history of the
United States;

Whereas it is imperative for Filipino
American youth to have positive role models
to instill—

(1) the significance of education, com-
plemented by the richness of Filipino Amer-
ican ethnicity; and

(2) the value of the Filipino American leg-
acy; and

Whereas it is essential to promote the un-
derstanding, education, and appreciation of
the history and culture of Filipino Ameri-
cans in the United States: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the celebration of Filipino
American History Month in October 2018 as—

(A) a testament to the advancement of Fil-
ipino Americans;

(B) a time to reflect on and remember the
many notable contributions that Filipino
Americans have made to the United States;
and

(C) a time to renew efforts toward the re-
search and examination of history and cul-
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ture so as to provide an opportunity for all
people of the United States to learn more
about Filipino Americans and to appreciate
the historic contributions of Filipino Ameri-
cans to the United States; and

(2) urges the people of the United States to
observe Filipino American History Month
with appropriate programs and activities.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 679—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 16, 2018, AS
“WORLD FOOD DAY”

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. MORAN,
Mr. LEAHY, and Mr. BOOZMAN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:

S. RES. 679

Whereas hunger and malnutrition are daily
facts of life for hundreds of millions of peo-
ple around the world;

Whereas women and children suffer the
most serious effects of hunger and malnutri-
tion;

Whereas millions of children die each year
from hunger-related illness and disease;

Whereas many people suffer permanent
physical or mental impairment because of
vitamin or protein deficiencies;

Whereas the United States has a long tra-
dition of demonstrating humanitarian con-
cern for the hungry and malnourished people
of the world;

Whereas there is a growing concern in the
United States and in other countries about
threats to the future food supply, including—

(1) misuse and overuse of land and water;

(2) loss of biological diversity; and

(3) erosion of genetic resources on a global
scale;

Whereas the world community increas-
ingly calls upon the United States to resolve
food problems stemming from natural- and
human-made disasters by providing humani-
tarian assistance;

Whereas the United States—

(1) plays a major role in the development
and implementation of international food
and agricultural trade standards and prac-
tices; and

(2) recognizes the positive role that the
global food trade can play in enhancing
human nutrition and alleviating hunger;

Whereas, although progress has been made
in reducing the incidence of hunger and mal-
nutrition in the United States, certain
groups remain vulnerable to malnutrition
and related diseases;

Whereas the conservation of natural re-
sources, the preservation of biological diver-
sity, and strong public and private agricul-
tural research programs are required for the
United States—

(1) to remain food secure; and

(2) to continue to aid the hungry and mal-
nourished people of the world;

Whereas the United States is a world lead-
er in the development of agricultural innova-
tion and technology aimed at enhancing the
improved production, safety, and quality of
the world food supply and must continue to
retain that role;

Whereas participation by private vol-
untary organizations and businesses, work-
ing with national governments and the inter-
national community, is essential in the
search for ways to increase food production
in developing countries and improve food
distribution to hungry and malnourished
people;

Whereas the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (referred to in
this preamble as the “FAO”) is mandated to
lead global efforts to address food and nutri-
tion security issues;
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Whereas the member nations of the FAO
have unanimously designated October 16 of
each year as “World Food Day’’;

Whereas the FAO has done commendable
work in organizing activities and efforts on
“World Food Day’ in over 130 countries to
promote awareness of and action for people
suffering from hunger and malnutrition;

Whereas past observances of “World Food
Day’’ have been supported—

(1) by proclamations by Congress, the
President, the 50 States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
and the territories and possessions of the
United States; and

(2) by programs of the Department of Agri-
culture and other Federal departments and
agencies;

Whereas private voluntary organizations
and community leaders are participating in
planning ‘“World Food Day’ observances in
2018, and a growing number of these organi-
zations and leaders are using ‘“World Food
Day” as a focal point for year-round pro-
grams; and

Whereas the people of the United States
can express their concern for the plight of
hungry and malnourished people throughout
the world by study, advocacy, and action:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 16, 2018, as ‘“World
Food Day’’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 680—CALL-
ING ON CONGRESS, SCHOOLS,
AND STATE AND LOCAL EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCIES TO RECOG-
NIZE THE SIGNIFICANT EDU-
CATIONAL IMPLICATIONS OF
DYSLEXIA THAT MUST BE AD-
DRESSED, AND DESIGNATING OC-
TOBER 2018 AS ‘“NATIONAL DYS-
LEXIA AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
VAN HOLLEN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 680

Whereas dyslexia is—

(1) defined as an unexpected difficulty in
reading for an individual who has the intel-
ligence to be a much better reader; and

(2) most commonly caused by a difficulty
in phonological processing (the appreciation
of the individual sounds of spoken language),
which affects the ability of an individual to
speak, read, and spell, and often, the ability
to learn a second language;

Whereas dyslexia is the most common
learning disability and affects 80 to 90 per-
cent of all individuals with a learning dis-
ability;

Whereas dyslexia is persistent and highly
prevalent, affecting as many as 1 out of
every b individuals;

Whereas dyslexia is a paradox, in that an
individual with dyslexia may have both—

(1) weaknesses in decoding that result in
difficulties in accurate or fluent word rec-
ognition; and

(2) strengths in higher-level cognitive func-
tions, such as reasoning, critical thinking,
concept formation, and problem solving;

Whereas great progress has been made in
understanding dyslexia on a scientific level,
including the epidemiology and cognitive
and neurobiological bases of dyslexia;

Whereas the achievement gap between typ-
ical readers and dyslexic readers occurs as
early as first grade; and
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Whereas early screening for, and early di-
agnosis of, dyslexia are critical for ensuring
that individuals with dyslexia receive fo-
cused, evidence-based intervention that
leads to fluent reading, promotion of self-
awareness and self-empowerment, and the
provision of necessary accommodations that
ensure success in school and in life: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on Congress, schools, and State
and local educational agencies to recognize
that dyslexia has significant educational im-
plications that must be addressed; and

(2) designates October 2018 as ‘‘National
Dyslexia Awareness Month™.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 681 —DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
OCTOBER 21, 2018, AS “NATIONAL
CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK”

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. DON-
NELLY, and Mr. ENZI) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 681

Whereas the well-being of the TUnited
States requires that the young people of the
United States become an involved, caring
citizenry of good character;

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent, as violence by
and against youth increasingly threatens the
physical and psychological well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas, more than ever, children need
strong and constructive guidance from their
families and their communities, including
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups;

Whereas the character of a nation is only
as strong as the character of its individual
citizens;

Whereas the public good is advanced when
young people are taught the importance of
good character and the positive effects that
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace;

Whereas scholars and educators agree that
people do not automatically develop good
character and that, therefore, conscientious
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character;

Whereas, although character development
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities,
schools, and youth, civic, and human service
organizations also play an important role in
fostering and promoting good character;

Whereas Congress encourages students,
teachers, parents, youth, and community
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to
play a role in determining the future of the
United States;

Whereas effective character education is
based on core ethical values, which form the
foundation of a democratic society;

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, citizenship, and honesty;

Whereas elements of character transcend
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences;

Whereas the character and conduct of
youth reflect the character and conduct of
society, and, therefore, every adult has the
responsibility to teach and model ethical
values and every social institution has the
responsibility to promote the development of
good character;
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Whereas Congress encourages individuals
and organizations, especially those that have
an interest in the education and training of
the young people of the United States, to
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society;

Whereas many schools in the United States
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to
integrate the values of their communities
into teaching activities; and

Whereas the establishment of ‘‘National
Character Counts Week”’, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups,
and other organizations focus on character
education, is of great benefit to the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning October
21, 2018, as ‘‘National Character Counts
Week’’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States and interested groups—

(A) to embrace the elements of character
identified by local schools and communities,
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and

(B) to observe the week with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 682—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 30, 2018, AS A
NATIONAL DAY OF REMEM-
BRANCE FOR NUCLEAR WEAP-
ONS PROGRAM WORKERS

Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. CORKER, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. GARDNER,
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. GRAHAM, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. GRASSLEY)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 682

Whereas, since World War II, hundreds of
thousands of men and women, including ura-
nium miners, millers, and haulers, have
served the United States by building nuclear
weapons for the defense of the United States;

Whereas dedicated workers paid a high
price for developing a nuclear weapons pro-
gram at the service of and for the benefit of
the United States, including by developing
disabling or fatal illnesses;

Whereas the Senate recognized the con-
tributions, services, and sacrifices that those
patriotic men and women made for the de-
fense of the United States in—

(1) Senate Resolution 151, 111th
agreed to May 20, 2009;

(2) Senate Resolution 653,
agreed to September 28, 2010;

(3) Senate Resolution 275,
agreed to September 26, 2011;

(4) Senate Resolution 519,
agreed to August 1, 2012;

(5) Senate Resolution 164,
agreed to September 18, 2013;

(6) Senate Resolution 417,
agreed to July 9, 2014;

(7) Senate Resolution 213,
agreed to September 25, 2015;

(8) Senate Resolution 560, 114th
agreed to November 16, 2016; and

(9) Senate Resolution 314, 115th
agreed to October 30, 2017;

Whereas a national day of remembrance
time capsule has been crossing the United
States, collecting stories and artifacts of nu-
clear weapons program workers relating to
the nuclear defense era of the United States,
and a remembrance quilt has been con-
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structed to memorialize the contribution of
those workers;

Whereas the stories and artifacts reflected
in the time capsule and the remembrance
quilt reinforce the importance of recognizing
nuclear weapons program workers; and

Whereas those patriotic men and women
deserve to be recognized for the contribu-
tions, services, and sacrifices they made for
the defense of the United States: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 30, 2018, as a na-
tional day of remembrance for the nuclear
weapons program and uranium enrichment
workers of the United States, including the
uranium miners, millers, and haulers; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to support and participate in appro-
priate ceremonies, programs, and other ac-
tivities to commemorate October 30, 2018, as
a national day of remembrance for past and
present workers in the nuclear weapons pro-
gram of the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 683—RECOG-

NIZING AND COMMEMORATING
THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms.
DUCKWORTH) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 683

Whereas Illinoisans will celebrate the 200th
anniversary of the founding of the State of
Illinois on December 3, 2018, and the lasting
legacy of all that the ‘“‘Prairie State’ has to
offer;

Whereas Illinois was the 21st State to be
admitted to the Union in 1818, expanding the
heartland of the United States farther west;

Whereas Illinois took part in shaping the
visions and moral compass of Abraham Lin-
coln, the 16th President of the United States,
and became known as the ‘“‘Land of Lincoln’’;

Whereas Abraham Lincoln demonstrated
political courage in issuing the Emanci-
pation Proclamation in 1863, an Executive
order which freed more than 3,000,000
enslaved persons of color in the United
States;

Whereas Illinois led the righteous path to-
ward equality as the first State to ratify the
13th Amendment, banning slavery in the
United States, in 1865;

Whereas Illinois fostered the development
of many leaders of the United States as the
birthplace of President Ronald Reagan and
the home of President Ulysses S. Grant and
the first African-American President of the
United States, Barack H. Obama;

Whereas Illinois served as a pioneer in
challenging the views of leadership in soci-
ety by electing—

(1) the third woman to ever serve in Con-
gress, Winnifred S. Huck, in 1922; and

(2) the first African-American woman to
serve in the Senate, Carol Moseley Braun, in
1993;

Whereas the characteristic forests, wet-
lands, and vast farmland of Illinois estab-
lished Illinois as an agricultural leader and
the predominant producer of soybeans, corn,
and swine in the United States, and is home
to more than 72,000 farms that cover
27,000,000 acres, or 75 percent of the State;

Whereas Illinois is home to Chicago, the
third largest city in the United States,
which survived and rebuilt following the
Great Chicago Fire of 1871 that resulted in
300 fatalities and incurred an estimated
$200,000,000 in damage across 4 miles of the
city;

Whereas Chicago introduced the world to
groundbreaking, life-altering innovations
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