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capable or able to take care of these 
kids. The parents need to focus, one 
would hope, on their own treatment 
and recovery. Sometimes they do, and 
sometimes they don’t. The point is, the 
baby can’t be with them, and these or-
ganizations are in a position to help. 
These organizations, like Brigid’s Path 
in Dayton, OH, have volunteers who 
come in just to hold the babies, just to 
show the babies the love they need so 
desperately. They couldn’t get reim-
bursement from the Federal Govern-
ment. Now they can under the CRIB 
Act that we just passed. This will help 
the babies, the moms, with treatment, 
and keeping the poison out. It is help-
ful. 

As we discussed this afternoon, in 
combination with a stronger economy 
that comes from the kinds of fiscal and 
economic policies we have pursued 
here, especially the tax reform and reg-
ulatory relief—that combination can 
lead to great things because it can pro-
vide an opportunity, if people are ready 
to get on that next rung of the ladder, 
for them to find an opportunity for 
themselves and their family because 
they have dealt with their addiction. A 
rising tide can lift all boats, and this 
growing economy gives us an oppor-
tunity to bring people out of the shad-
ows and into a productive life of work, 
family, and faith. 

In the midst of the opioid epidemic, 
we have to do more to catch those who 
fall through the cracks and help those 
who are gripped by addiction find more 
meaning and purpose in their lives, and 
we now have that opportunity. That is 
what is exciting about it. 

I am pleased that our new opioid leg-
islation is going to be signed into law 
by the President next week. I am 
pleased to see the progress with the 
economy based on the policies we have 
passed here, to provide people with a 
little more take-home pay, to be able 
to give companies more incentive to 
invest, and to level the playing field 
internationally for American workers 
who are being disadvantaged. It is com-
ing together, and it is working. Let’s 
combine that with an equal focus on 
dealing with the opioid crisis, and we 
will see so many other people take ad-
vantage of their American dream. 

I yield back my time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Ohio. 
OHIO BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, each 
year the Department of Education hon-
ors schools around the country that 
have a clear record of serving students 
of all backgrounds and helping all stu-
dents excel. 

This year, 16 Ohio schools were 
among 349 National Blue Ribbon 
Schools, honoring the hard work of 
students, teachers, parents, and every-
one in the community who works to 
make these schools a success—from 
cafeteria workers to principals, to stu-
dents, to parents, to neighbors. 

These schools represent the great di-
versity in our State—rural and small- 

town schools, urban and suburban 
schools, all designated as ‘‘exemplary 
high performing schools.’’ 

I would like to read the names of 
these 16 schools in Ohio: Bath Elemen-
tary School, Bluffton Elementary 
School, Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
Middle School, Central Elementary 
School, Hazel Harvey Elementary 
School, Indian Riffle Elementary 
School, John Foster Dulles Elementary 
School, Maplewood Elementary School, 
Mariemont Elementary School, Mother 
Teresa Catholic Elementary School, 
Notre Dame-Cathedral Latin School, 
Oakwood Elementary School, Saint 
Andrew-Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Catholic School, Stadium Drive Ele-
mentary School, and Twin Oak Ele-
mentary School. 

The other school, in addition to these 
16, is particularly close to my heart. It 
is called the Mansfield Spanish Immer-
sion School. It sits on Euclid Avenue. 
It is the new school in the building 
where I went to elementary school, 
then called Brinkerhoff Elementary. It 
has since become a Spanish immersion 
school. Brinkerhoff was built, I believe, 
in the 1950s. I attended there and both 
of my brothers attended there from 
kindergarten through the sixth grade. 

The school reopened as a public mag-
net school a decade ago, with a class of 
11 kindergartners, under the leadership 
of our neighbor Jody Nash. 

Over the past 10 years, under Prin-
cipal Nash, and now under the current 
principal, Gabe Costa, the school has 
grown to more than 250 students across 
9 grades. 

Last year the school expanded to add 
seventh and eighth grade for the first 
time and had a third section of kinder-
gartners. 

Core subjects are taught in Spanish, 
helping Richland County students 
learn a second language from a young 
age. These students don’t just excel in 
Spanish. The school is consistently 
ranked a top school in the State and 
has gotten high marks for serving stu-
dents from diverse backgrounds. 

I would add that there are not a huge 
number of people in Mansfield, OH, my 
hometown, whose parents are speaking 
Spanish at home. Most of these stu-
dents are learning Spanish for the first 
time in their families. 

Two years ago, the Brinkerhoff 
School, or the Mansfield Spanish Im-
mersion School, was 1 of 2 schools in 
Ohio and 100 across the Nation to re-
ceive a National Title I Distinguished 
Schools Award for making progress in 
closing the achievement gap between 
disadvantaged students and their peers. 

Awards like this mean so much to a 
community. They are a reminder that 
academic excellence isn’t limited to ex-
clusive private schools or wealthy com-
munities on the coasts. 

Too many people in this town of 
Washington want to refer to us as the 
Rust Belt—that outdated, offensive 
term that demeans our workers and de-
values who we are. It devalues the in-
credible work schools like this are 

doing in our State, preparing our stu-
dents for the global economy of the fu-
ture. These schools are not rusty. They 
are thriving. 

Congratulations to all 16 of this 
year’s Ohio Blue Ribbon Schools—all 
examples to our State and to our coun-
try and why we are so proud of them. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that at 4:45 
p.m. today, the Senate proceed to exec-
utive session for the consideration of 
the following nominations: Executive 
Calendar Nos. 1007, David James Por-
ter; 1081, Ryan Nelson; 1082, Richard 
Sullivan; 627, William Ray; 628, Liles 
Clifton Burke; 629, Michael Juneau; 634, 
Mark Norris; 638, Eli Richardson; 894, 
Thomas Kleeh; 907, Jeremy Kernodle; 
895, Peter Phipps; 905, Susan Brnovich; 
906, Chad Kenney; 945, James Hanlon; 
947, Lance Walker; further, I ask con-
sent that the Senate vote on the nomi-
nations in the order listed, with 2 min-
utes of debate equally divided prior to 
each vote; that for each nomination 
that is confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action, 
that no further motions be in order, 
and that any statements relating to 
the nominations be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
NOMINATION OF DAVID PORTER 

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak in support of the nomination of 
David James Porter, of Pennsylvania, 
to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Third 
Circuit. 

Mr. Porter has deep roots in Pennsyl-
vania. It is where he was born and 
raised by two public school educators 
who taught him and his siblings the 
value of hard work and education. Mr. 
Porter and his wife Valerie settled in 
western Pennsylvania and have raised 
their six children there during their 28 
years of marriage. 

He is widely regarded as one of the 
preeminent attorneys in western Penn-
sylvania. Mr. Porter has a wealth of 
legal experience that will make him an 
outstanding judge. Currently, he is a 
shareholder in the Pittsburgh office of 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, a lead-
ing national law firm. During his 23 
years at that firm, he has worked as a 
litigator on numerous complex com-
mercial, regulatory, and constitutional 
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matters in both State and Federal 
courts, including the Third Circuit. He 
has represented a diverse set of clients, 
including the New York Times and 
Pennsylvania’s former Democratic 
Governor Ed Rendell. 

Prior to joining Buchanan Ingersoll, 
Mr. Porter served for 2 years as a law 
clerk for current Chief Judge D. Brooks 
Smith of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit, while he was serving 
as a U.S. District Judge for the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania. In addi-
tion to his law firm practice, Mr. Por-
ter has served in numerous professional 
service and other organizations. For 
example, he has been a leader in the 
Allegheny County Bar Association. His 
peers elected him to serve as the chair 
of two of that association’s preeminent 
sections: the Federal court section and 
the civil litigation section. He also 
served on the Pennsylvania State Advi-
sory Committee of the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights. 

During his distinguished legal career, 
Mr. Porter has developed an out-
standing reputation for profes-
sionalism, fairness, and integrity. His 
nomination is supported by a diverse 
group of attorneys and organizations, 
including the Pittsburgh firefighters 
union—IAFF Local No. 1— the current 
president and a past president of the 
National Organization of Black Law 
Enforcement Executives, and the presi-
dent of the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Mr. Porter has all the essential quali-
ties needed to excel as a Federal judge: 
experience, intelligence, integrity, and 
respect for the limited role of the judi-
ciary in our constitutional system. I 
am pleased to support this highly 
qualified nominee and urge my col-
leagues to do the same. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of David James 
Porter, of Pennsylvania, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Third Cir-
cuit. 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I yield back 
all time. 

I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
All time is yielded back. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Porter nomina-
tion? 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. RUBIO). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from North 
Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP), and the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. NELSON) are 
necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. KEN-
NEDY). Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 45, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 231 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kyl 
Lankford 
Lee 
McConnell 
Moran 

Murkowski 
Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—45 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 

Harris 
Hassan 
Hirono 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 

Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Feinstein 
Heinrich 

Heitkamp 
Nelson 

Rubio 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the votes 
in this series be 10 minutes in length. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I yield back all 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The clerk will report the next nomi-
nation. 

The assistant bill clerk read the 
nomination of Ryan Douglas Nelson, of 
Idaho, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Ninth Circuit. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Nelson nomination? 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. RUBIO). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from North 
Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP), and the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. NELSON) are 
necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 232 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
Kyl 
Lankford 
Lee 
McConnell 

Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—44 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Gillibrand 

Harris 
Hassan 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 

Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Feinstein 
Heinrich 

Heitkamp 
Nelson 

Rubio 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the next nomination. 

The assistant bill clerk read the 
nomination of Richard J. Sullivan, of 
New York, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Second Circuit. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Sullivan nomination? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. RUBIO). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from North 
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