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inability of the airlines to hire a suffi-
cient number of airline pilots.

It also increases the fairness and re-
duces regulation for general aviation
projects and activities. This is legisla-
tion that was originally introduced,
which I am a sponsor of, called the
FLIGHT Act. It effectively targets AIP
funding to general aviation airports
and provides those airports with flexi-
bility on their use of passenger facility
charges. It has a provision that fosters
the exchange of aircraft through fair
regulatory treatment in airplane joint
ownership—again, another small but
important development. It includes
provisions that preserve the Contract
Weather Observers Program, some-
thing that was at risk over the last
several years.

There are many things to highlight
in this legislation. I would also point
out that it has provisions to help pro-
vide for talented women in the aviation
workforce and facilitate their recruit-
ment. Women currently comprise only
4 percent of flight engineers, 6 percent
of pilots, and 26 percent of air traffic
controllers, representing a huge un-
tapped pool for talent in the aviation
industry.

I am grateful to my colleagues for
coming together and creating this com-
promise bill that will have a positive
and immediate effect upon the econ-
omy and the Kansas aviation commu-
nity. It is a good day for the Senate, it
is a good day for Congress, it is a good
day for the country, and it is especially
a good day for me and for Kansans.

I yield the floor.

NOMINATION OF JEFFREY CLARK

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, Mr. Clark’s nomination is yet an-
other example of the Trump adminis-
tration nominating individuals to lead
government offices whose missions
they have opposed.

The Environment and Natural Re-
sources Division of the Department of
Justice is uniquely charged with the
“‘stewardship of the nation’s natural
resources and public lands.” Yet, in the
face of the overwhelming evidence of
climate change, Mr. Clark says the
science is debatable. It isn’t, and this is
not the time to have someone in this
position who refuses to acknowledge
facts and confront the costs and risks
of inaction.

In addition, like many Trump nomi-
nees, Mr. Clark is skeptical of the long-
standing Chevron doctrine which states
that courts must give deference to
agency regulations because agencies
are staffed with subject matter experts
and that judges, who are only supposed
to interpret the law, are not qualified
to substitute their opinions. Large cor-
porate polluters frequently challenge
EPA regulations designed to safeguard
our waters, endangered species, and
natural resources, and we need a per-
son in this position who will side with
the scientists and public health ex-
perts, not big polluters.

Americans deserve an associate at-
torney who is committed to protecting
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their interests and not big-monied spe-
cial interests. I do not believe that Mr.
Clark is that person, and I will be vot-
ing against his nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
is expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Clark nomina-
tion?

Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from North Dakota (Ms.
HEITKAMP) and the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. NELSON) are necessarily ab-
sent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 228 Ex.]

YEAS—bH2
Alexander Gardner Murkowski
Barrasso Graham Paul
Blunt Grassley Perdue
Boozman Hatch Portman
Burr Heller Risch
Capito Hoeven Roberts
gafildy i—h;ldef—Smlth Rounds
ollins nhofe

Corker Isakson zasse

cott
Cornyn Johnson Shelby
Cotton Kennedy Sullivan
Crapo Kyl
Cruz Lankford Th“?’e
Daines Lee Tillis
Enzi Manchin Toomey
Ernst McCaskill Wicker
Fischer McConnell Young
Flake Moran

NAYS—45
Baldwin Gillibrand Peters
Bennet Harris Reed
Blumenthal Hassan Sanders
Booker Heinrich Schatz
Brown Hirono Schumer
Cantwell Jones Shaheen
Cardin Kaine Smith
Carper King Stabenow
Casey Klobuchar Tester
Coons Leahy Udall
Cortez Masto Markey Van Hollen
Donnelly Menendez Warner
Duckworth Merkley Warren
Durbin Murphy Whitehouse
Feinstein Murray Wyden
NOT VOTING—3

Heitkamp Nelson Rubio

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table. The President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
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Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Eric S. Dreiband, of Maryland, to
be an Assistant Attorney General.

Mitch McConnell, James Lankford, John
Hoeven, James M. Inhofe, Johnny Isak-
son, David Perdue, John Cornyn, Steve
Daines, John Barrasso, Mike Rounds,
Thom Tillis, Lamar Alexander, James
E. Risch, Jeff Flake, Richard Burr, Roy
Blunt, Deb Fischer.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Eric S. Dreiband, of Maryland, to be
an Assistant Attorney General shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from North Dakota (Ms.
HEITKAMP) and the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. NELSON) are necessarily ab-
sent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SASSE). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 229 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Alexander Flake Murkowski
Barrasso Gardner Paul
Blunt Graham Perdue
Boozman Grassley Portman
Burr Hatch Risch
Capito Heller Roberts
Casslldy Hoeven ) Rounds
Collins Hyde-Smith Sasse
Corker Inhofe Scott
Cornyn Isakson Shelby
Cotton Johnson :
Crapo Kennedy Sullivan
Cruz Kyl Thune
Daines Lankford Tillis
Enzi Lee Toomey
Ernst McConnell Wicker
Fischer Moran Young

NAYS—47
Baldwin Harris Peters
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blumenthal Heinrich Sanders
Booker Hirono Schatz
Brown Jones Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin King Smith
Carper Klobuchar Stabenow
Casey Leahy Tester
Coons Manchin Udall
Cortez Masto Markey Van Hollen
Donnelly McCaskill
Duckworth Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Gillibrand Murray Wyden
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NOT VOTING—3

Heitkamp Nelson Rubio

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this

vote, the yeas are 50, the nays are 47.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Eric S. Dreiband, of Maryland, to be an
Assistant Attorney General.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF PASTOR ANDREW
BRUNSON

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I am here
for what I hope will be the last time to
talk about a subject I have come to the
floor and discussed virtually every
week we have been here since I went
and visited a man who has been in a
Turkish prison since October 7, 2016.

His name is Andrew Brunson. He is a
Presbyterian minister from North
Carolina who, in 2016, under emergency
orders in Turkey, President Erdogan
ended up ordering the arrest of a num-
ber of people, many of whom I think
were probably involved in the illegal
coup attempt.

To the extent that evidence dem-
onstrates they were, they should be
held accountable for their actions, but,
unfortunately, thousands of people—
journalists, people of faith, and a num-
ber of other people who were in the
wrong place at the wrong time, like a
NASA scientist who already spent 2V
years in prison—were also arrested.
They were also put in prison.

In the case of Pastor Brunson, he
spent almost 17 months in a Turkish
prison, in a cell designed for 8 people
that had 21 people in it. None of the
others were even English-speaking.
Then, about 17 months into it, he had
an indictment against him. It was
about a 70-page document. It is a docu-
ment I have read. Quite honestly, I
don’t think a first-year law student or
a magistrate anywhere would consider
the allegations in this indictment as
worthy of any prosecution—certainly
not enough to keep somebody in our
U.S. justice system in prison over-
night, let alone now 734 days.

The 2-year anniversary was just on
Sunday. I called Pastor Brunson Sun-
day morning to speak with him, to see
how he is doing and how his wife No-
reen is doing. Noreen has been in the
country the whole time because she is
afraid that if she leaves the country,
they will not let her come back.

After the last hearing, the Turkish
officials allowed Pastor Brunson to be
placed under house arrest. He can’t
leave his house. He has an electric
monitor, but the fact is, he is still in-
carcerated. He is still worried about
the very real possibility that he could
be convicted for up to 35 years in pris-
on.

The reason I hope this is the last
speech I have to give is, tomorrow is
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what many of us believe may be the
last time that he is in a courtroom. I
hope President Erdogan and their jus-
tice system find justice for Pastor
Brunson. What that justice looks like
to me, regardless of whatever conclu-
sion the Turkish courts draw—inno-
cence or guilt—is that they simply
complete the judicial process in Tur-
key and return Pastor Brunson and his
wife Noreen back to the United States,
most likely back to Western North
Carolina.

I visited Pastor Brunson in a Turkish
prison about 6 months ago, after I
heard he was concerned that once the
indictment was issued against him, the
American people would read that in-
dictment and just forget about him. It
was important for me to go to Turkey,
to go to that Turkish prison just out-
side of Izmir, Turkey—one of the major
cities in Turkey—and look him eye to
eye and say: I will never forget you.

Since that meeting, and after that
meeting in prison, we had some 70
Members of the U.S. Senate from both
sides of the aisle sign on to a letter to
send a very clear message to Pastor
Brunson that we are not going to for-
get him and also a very clear message
to Turkey that there will be a con-
sequence if we have a miscarriage of
justice in this case.

I went back to the Turkish court-
room almost 2 months after I met him
in prison, and I saw firsthand how the
Turkish justice system works. It is not
like ours, which is largely devoid of
any political influence or what I view
as completely devoid of political influ-
ence. The President can’t call a judge
and tell them to put their thumb on
the scale of justice here in the United
States, but sometimes it looks that
way in Turkey.

I am asking President Erdogan, the
Turkish judiciary, the Foreign Min-
isters, and the others I have spoken
with over the past several months:
Please, let’s have justice for Pastor
Brunson. Regardless of what the out-
come is tomorrow in the courts, get
him home. I hope that happens tomor-
row or early next week.

If, on the other hand, his hearing is
continued again or he is found guilty
and is likely to be sentenced to 35
yvears, I will have to take a different
tack—a tack very similar to what we
took in putting a provision in the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act, real-
ly questioning our long-term relation-
ship with Turkey in terms of sharing
technology with the Joint Strike
Fighter. When we went through that
process, we identified a number of
other measures where I believe we can
get strong support in the House and
Senate that would take our relation-
ship with Turkey in the wrong direc-
tion.

I want Turkey to be a strong NATO
ally. I want Turkey to be a strong trad-
ing partner. I want the Turkish people
to have a vibrant economy, but at the
end of the day, I will have to be moti-
vated to convince the Members of Con-
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gress and the President, who has been
very helpful to this point, and Sec-
retary of State Pompeo that absent a
just outcome for Pastor Brunson, we
will have to take a look at how we can
continue to fight for justice. I sincerely
hope I will never have to go down that
path.

Over the next 24 hours, Pastor
Brunson is scheduled to be in a court-
room—within about the next 16 hours.
I hope the American people will keep
him in their prayers. I hope the Turk-
ish people and the Turkish leadership
will do the right thing—and the right
thing is having Pastor Brunson and No-
reen come home.

Thank you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE
CALENDAR

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that all postcloture
time on the Dreiband nomination ex-
pire at 2 p.m. today and that the Sen-
ate vote on confirmation of the
Dreiband nomination with no inter-
vening action or debate; further, that if
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

GUARDIANS OF DEMOCRACY

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, there are
no more consequential words spoken
than those spoken by the President of
the United States.

The words of a President reverberate
around the world like no other world
leader’s, and as attentive as Americans
are to what our President says, the rest
of the world is probably paying even
closer attention, as it is often their
fate that hangs in the balance when
our President speaks.

Americans can ignore certain utter-
ances from the President. The rest of
the world often has no such luxury.

Another audience for Presidential ut-
terances is the despot, the strongman,
the authoritarian, and the dictator.
From this President, that horrible
focus group has received a great deal of
sustenance.

In fact, the oppressors of the world
have taken to parroting some of their
favorite lines from the White House.
Anything critical of their regimes has
become ‘‘fake news,” and the press is
the ‘“‘enemy of the people,” just to
name two of our President’s greatest
hits.

As I mentioned in this Chamber in
January of this year, a State official in
Myanmar recently said:

There is no such thing as Rohingya. It is
fake news.

He was, of course, referring to the
persecuted ethnic group.

In February of last year, Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad brushed off
an Amnesty International report that
some 13,000 people had been murdered
in his military prisons by saying:
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