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family members and others. That 
clearly crosses the line. I have seen it 
happen in my political life, and I am 
sure all my colleagues can tell a simi-
lar story. 

To call this mob rule is to take the 
actions of a few and to really use those 
as a standard to judge everyone. That 
is fundamentally unfair. There were 
people on both sides of the Kavanaugh 
nomination who had intense, strong 
personal feelings and used their con-
stitutional rights under the Bill of 
Rights to express that. They did it 
peaceably. They did it in a construc-
tive way. As far as I am concerned, 
they have a constitutional right to do 
it. 

For those who crossed the line, they 
need to accept whatever consequences 
come their way. For some, it means 
being arrested and maybe more, but for 
those who complied with this article in 
the Bill of Rights, I think we all ought 
to stand up and say, regardless of 
party, this is the Constitution both 
parties swore to uphold. 

To say that what happened last 
week—even in this Chamber and even 
in this Gallery here—is really the 
whole story is ignoring the obvious. 

When the Senator from Texas asks 
about mob rule, my response is to say 
three words: ‘‘Lock her up.’’ 

This week in Iowa, the President held 
a rally. During the course of that rally, 
he was critical of the senior Senator 
from California. As he was critical of 
her, the people attending the rally 
started chanting ‘‘Lock her up. Lock 
her up,’’ referring to my colleague from 
California. 

I am sure the Senator from Texas 
heard about this. I hope that when he 
heard about it, he realized that an in-
citement to hold someone criminally 
liable for using their office in a legal 
way really steps over the line. 

Let’s be honest about this. In the last 
2 years, we have seen a coarsening of 
the rhetoric in politics in America. 
Things are being said now that have 
never been said before. Oh, they were 
said in private or maybe on some 
website, but now they are being said 
openly on a regular basis. 

If someone speaks up at a rally, to 
have a Presidential candidate say: Let 
the crowd take care of that, and I will 
pay the legal fees of whoever does it— 
that happened. It suggests to me a 
coarsening of our rhetoric in this polit-
ical world that we live in that is not 
conducive to a civilized and construc-
tive democracy. As the Senator from 
Texas suggested, we need to really re-
ward civility, and we need to show it 
ourselves in the things we say and do 
as Members of the U.S. Senate. 

No, I don’t think it is evidence of 
mob rule in America. It wasn’t a mob 
that voted here on the floor of the Sen-
ate. One hundred Senators voted, as 
the Constitution requires us to do, and 
we did it in an orderly, democratic 
way, regardless of whether you agree 
with the outcome. The mob didn’t rule; 
the Constitution ruled, and the Con-
stitution needs to continue to rule. 

There are limits to speech. The 
courts have talked about this for 200 
years. But let us never forget that the 
first 45 words of the Bill of Rights 
guarantees to us the right of free 
speech, peaceful assembly, and the 
right to petition our government for 
redress of grievances. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Madam President, on Monday, two 

things were made clear. This last Mon-
day, we came to realize that we need to 
take immediate action—immediate ac-
tion—to deal with human-caused global 
warming. Secondly, American innova-
tion has already given us many of the 
tools to do so. 

I know there are those who think 
that climate change is an issue that 
will only affect us in the far-distant fu-
ture or that the challenge is so big that 
we can’t really do much about it, but 
the truth is that we are already dealing 
with the effects of climate change, and 
we have it within our power to address 
them with technology that already ex-
ists. 

Earlier this year, rainstorms and 
melting snow caused flooding across 
my State of Illinois. More than 20 
counties throughout the State were 
placed under flood warning. As the 
water level of rivers continued to rise, 
several communities in Illinois had to 
evacuate their homes for their own 
safety. Illinois farmers know all too 
well that changing weather is impact-
ing the way they farm and the crops 
they produce. 

As I speak, recovery efforts are al-
ready underway after Hurricane Mi-
chael left the Panhandle region of 
Florida in ruins. Our hearts go out to 
the families who are waking up this 
morning and don’t know whether their 
loved ones are safe or whether they 
have a home to return to. 

Earlier this summer, in the western 
part of our country, we saw vast acre-
age destroyed by wildfires, and it has 
been one year since Hurricane Harvey 
hit Texas and Hurricane Maria dev-
astated the entire island of Puerto 
Rico. 

It is obvious to anyone that natural 
disasters are becoming more powerful, 
more costly, and more deadly, and it is 
time we take climate change’s role in 
causing them seriously, or it will get 
worse. 

On Monday, the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change released a report stating that 
we have just over a decade—less than 
10 years—to drastically reduce our car-
bon emissions if we want to maintain 
life on Earth as we know it today. It is 
an ominous warning but a serious one. 
The U.N. report states that we must re-
duce global emissions by 45 percent by 
the year 2030 and reach net zero emis-
sions by 2050 if we want to avoid a 
world where deadly storms, 
unbreathable air, widespread famine, 
and multiyear droughts become the 
norm. 

According to the national security 
community that we count on to keep 

Americans safe, failing to address cli-
mate change will inundate our military 
bases and installations, and it will in-
cite international conflicts and put our 
military—the men and women serving 
our country—at risk in terms of readi-
ness, operations, and strategy. 

The fact is, no one can claim to be se-
rious about our national security if we 
don’t face the reality of climate 
change. That isn’t a declaration by the 
Sierra Club or some liberal Democratic 
Senator; it is a declaration of our de-
fense community. 

We will continue to face weakened 
states and unprecedented refugee mi-
gration in the decades to come if we ig-
nore this reality. 

There is good news, though. We have 
the tools and the technology to prevent 
this dystopian future, and the United 
States can lead in this effort. America 
is already showing the world how to re-
duce emissions and grow our economy 
by increasing energy efficiency meas-
ures and renewable energy usage and 
switching to electric vehicles. 

Think about the gains we have made, 
the progress that has been made when 
it comes to the fuel efficiency of the 
cars and trucks we drive today. There 
was a time in the Senate not that long 
ago when Detroit automobile and truck 
manufacturers were in complete de-
nial. They said that there is just no 
way to hit these targets in terms of 
miles per gallon. We are doing it, and 
we see it every day. It is the same 
American innovation that can power us 
to make the far-reaching transitions in 
energy and infrastructure we need to 
limit our emissions to meet the rec-
ommendations of this United Nations 
panel. 

On Monday, the Nobel Prize in eco-
nomics was given to two Americans— 
William Nordhaus and Paul Romer—for 
their work on innovation, climate, and 
economic growth. Their work shows 
that addressing climate change can be 
an incredible opportunity for job 
growth and new investments in Amer-
ican competitiveness. New jobs can be 
created designing more efficient solar 
panels, wind turbines, and batteries, as 
well as manufacturing the components 
for export all over the world. 

If you visit downstate Illinois—an 
area which is one of our most bountiful 
agricultural areas—you can’t help but 
be struck by the number of wind tur-
bines that have been built all around 
my State. The farmers love it because 
they are receiving monthly checks for 
the wind turbines located on their 
property, and the wind turbines are 
generating electricity for nearby com-
munities without polluting. Twenty 
years ago, no one would have thought 
of that as a serious alternative. Today, 
it is. It is an alternative renewable 
source of energy that is not going to 
make the world worse for future gen-
erations. 

There was a Paris Agreement in 
terms of setting global goals that all 
the countries in the world would sign 
up for to reduce carbon emissions and 
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to work together to develop a world-
wide clean energy economy, and 195 
countries—every country in the 
world—has agreed to this Paris Agree-
ment and signed on, including the 
United States. However, last year 
President Trump decided that the 
United States would step away from 
the rest of the world, step away from 
our allies and trading partners, and 
leave this agreement. 

When I think about the decisions 
being made by this Trump administra-
tion, this may be one of the most long- 
term, disastrous decisions he has made. 
To think that this great Nation, with 
its great economy, its great technology 
and innovation, would step away from 
an agreement that every country in 
the world has signed to deal with our 
climate challenges is unthinkable. 

I hope that after this week’s an-
nouncement from the United Nations, 
at least someone at the White House 
will have second thoughts about this 
disastrous decision. We should not give 
up U.S. leadership and risk the world 
moving forward without us. If we step 
aside from this responsibility, others 
will step into our place—starting with 
China—leading the rest of the world 
outside of the United States into new 
technology innovations to deal with 
climate change. 

It is clear that it is in America’s best 
interest to take immediate action to 
limit our greenhouse gas emissions and 
face the realities of climate change 
head-on. Will it result in a change in 
our lifestyle? Perhaps, but only on the 
margins. Is it worth it? This weekend, 
I am going to get a treat: I get to visit 
my grandkids. They are 7 years old, 
twins, a little boy and a little girl, and 
I have a lot of fun with them. I think 
about what I do for a living and how it 
might impact the world they will live 
in for years to come. I would like to let 
them know that I am doing my part in 
the Senate and others are doing their 
part in Washington to leave them a 
world that they can live in—one that is 
not compromised by the selfishness and 
political agendas we see today. 

The livelihood of people in my State, 
including the farmers in my home of Il-
linois, depend on us. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FISCHER). All time has expired. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent for 60 additional 
seconds. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. The livelihoods of 
farmers in my home of Illinois depends 
on our acting and preventing an end-
less cycle of historic storms, floods, 
and droughts, causing millions of dol-
lars in damage and crop loss. We have 
a moral obligation to our kids and 
grandkids to leave future generations 
with a planet that is not plagued by 
catastrophic drought, famine, 
wildfires, hurricanes, and sea level rise. 
We have the tools, and we know how to 
do it. It is time we rise to the chal-
lenge. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas. 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

FAA REAUTHORIZATION 
Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I am 

here to speak and once again highlight 
the importance of aviation to my 
State, to the country, and to the world, 
but also to point out the significance of 
the 5-year FAA reauthorization bill the 
Senate passed last week. I have come 
to the floor many times on this topic. 

I am pleased to be here today to tell 
about the many wins that are included 
in this legislation. They are beneficial 
to the country, and they are certainly 
beneficial to my home State. 

I am most pleased to highlight the 
fact that this legislation does not in-
clude—excluded from this legislation 
are any efforts to privatize our Na-
tion’s air traffic control system. 

Kansas is the air capital of the world 
and for good reason. Kansans have 
built three out of every four general 
aviation aircraft since the Wright 
brothers’ first flight at Kitty Hawk. 
Today, over 40,000 Kansans make a liv-
ing manufacturing, operating, and 
servicing the world’s highest quality 
airplanes. I cannot overstate the im-
portance of this reauthorization and 
the stability it provides to the aviation 
community. 

We are doing something that we have 
been unable to do for years: a long- 
term FAA reauthorization. In the on-
going efforts to pass the long-term bill, 
Republicans and Democrats in both 
Chambers of Congress have found com-
mon ground and consensus among the 
entire aviation community on a wide 
range of important issues. The chair-
man of the Commerce Committee, Sen-
ator THUNE from South Dakota, as well 
as the ranking member, Senator NEL-
SON from Florida, deserve credit for the 
bipartisan manner in which they have 
worked through the FAA reauthoriza-
tion process in recent years and their 
efforts to negotiate a final piece of leg-
islation with the House that was strong 
enough to receive 93 votes in the Sen-
ate. 

I am pleased that included in this 
legislation are numerous provisions 
that I have introduced and supported 
and advocated for since the reauthor-
ization process began, and I look for-
ward to sharing these accomplishments 
in short fashion. I thank the many 
aviation and aerospace leaders in my 
State for informing my work on this 
topic. 

First, the FAA reauthorization bol-
sters FAA manufacturing by stream-
lining the aircraft certification proc-
ess. 

With the short amount of time before 
a vote, I will highlight these for the 
RECORD. 

In addition, it authorizes the FAA 
Center of Excellence for Advanced Ma-
terials at Wichita State University. 
This research has played a critical role 

in the evolution and integration of air-
craft materials and technologies by 
providing valuable research to validate 
the safety and integrity of new aircraft 
to the general public. 

This bill helps close the skills gap for 
the aviation workforce. Senator INHOFE 
and I have worked to provide legisla-
tion to create a pilot program within 
the FAA through which grants would 
be authorized to support tech edu-
cation and career development. The 
grants would encourage collaboration 
between businesses, schools, and local 
governments, and these entities would 
develop innovative workforce programs 
to help close the skill gap in the aero-
space industry. 

The FAA Reauthorization Act re-
duces regulatory barriers for edu-
cational use of drones—unmanned aer-
ial vehicles or systems. Last Congress, 
I was co-lead on this legislation with 
Senator PETERS of Michigan to reduce 
barriers for the use of small UASs at 
institutions of higher education. This 
bill accelerates the safe integration of 
innovative UAS technology, another 
significant development. 

This legislation strengthens the Fed-
eral Contract Tower Program. Kansas 
is home to eight air traffic control tow-
ers that participate in FAA’s FCT Pro-
gram, which provides important safety 
services at small airports nationwide 
in a cost-effective manner that saves 
the taxpayers $200 million annually. 
This FAA reauthorization includes sev-
eral reforms that strengthen the Con-
tract Tower Program, and I am pleased 
to be able to report that. 

It provides access and flexibility for 
additional airport construction fund-
ing. Again, this is something that is 
important in all of our communities 
that have an airport. How do we make 
certain that we have the latest infra-
structure available for safe flights to 
and from our airports? 

It improves child safety on commer-
cial airlines, legislation that Senator 
SCHATZ from Hawaii and I introduced 
to advance the safety of children who 
fly with their parents. 

This bill reauthorizes the FAA’s Es-
sential Air Service Program, con-
necting rural airports to the national 
system. That is something which is im-
portant to many of us who represent 
rural States. 

It safeguards small airports in the 
event of sudden loss of commercial 
service. 

Last Congress, I sponsored the Small 
Airport Regulatory Relief Act that is 
included in this legislation. It is to 
make certain that certain airports, 
such as the Hays Regional Airport and 
the Liberal Mid-America Regional Air-
port, would not lose Federal Airport 
Improvement Program funding due to 
inconsistent commercial service 
through no fault of their own. 

Unfortunately, regional airlines con-
tinue to struggle because of a lack of 
pilots. There is a pilot shortage, and 
our airports and the traveling public 
ought not be damaged as a result of the 
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