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We have some great examples of what
is being done, and Senator WHITEHOUSE
talked about some of what is being
done around the country to address en-
ergy efficiency and reduce our energy
use.

New Hampshire, like Rhode Island, is
one of the States that are part of the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. At
the State, local, and grassroots levels,
individuals, businesses, and govern-
ments are rising to the challenge by in-
tensifying their efforts to advance en-
ergy efficiency and clean energy.

This chart shows what has happened
in the States that have been part of the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.
Carbon pollution has gone down 51 per-
cent, and electricity prices are down 6.4
percent. For us in New England, where
we have very high energy costs, that is
very positive. So if you don’t support
energy efficiency for any other reason,
you should support it because it re-
duces costs. Look at how much in en-
ergy savings to consumers: $773 mil-
lion.

Since 2009, the nine States in the Re-
gional Greenhouse Gas Initiative have
outperformed the national average in
terms of all of these measures. Because
the majority of proceeds are invested
in energy efficiency, they have allowed
electricity prices to fall, and they have
saved consumers millions on their en-
ergy bills. As we look in the outyears,
billions more are expected in savings,
thanks to those investments in energy
efficiency and renewable energy under
the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initia-
tive.

In August of 2017, RGGI’s nine States
agreed to strengthen their program by
reducing greenhouse gas emissions at
least 30 percent more by 2030. New
Hampshire and other RGGI States have
shown the Nation that States can
make smart clean energy choices that
benefit the environment while
strengthening the economy. For those
who say we need a market-driven ap-
proach to addressing climate change,
this is a perfect example of that.

Climate change represents an enor-
mous challenge, but solutions are with-
in reach if we put into place policies
that will allow for swift action. We
have a responsibility to help protect
our children and grandchildren from
the severe consequences of global
warming. We have to start now, and we
have to start with energy efficiency.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
note that my allergies are a result of
that climate change.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO LISA SAUDER

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, as the

Presiding Officer knows, I have been
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coming down here nearly every week—
usually Wednesday or Thursday—for
the last 2 years to talk about somebody
who is making a big difference in my
State, the great State of Alaska. I call
this person our Alaskan of the Week.

Most of the people who visit Alaska
do so in the summer—I was honored
the Presiding Officer and his family
came up to visit this summer—and we
know that is understandable, to come
up when the Sun is high in the sky, but
this time of year is truly magnificent
in my great State. To borrow a phrase
that is no doubt familiar to many, in-
cluding some of the pages: Winter is
coming. Winter is coming.

Every day, the Sun comes up later
and sets earlier. Snow is already on the
ground in some places in Alaska. In
some places in the State, the moun-
tains are dusted—termination dust, we
call it—and that dust is quickly turn-
ing into deep snow and making its way
down the mountains. It will not be long
before it spreads out all throughout
our communities in Anchorage and
other cities. The whole State is crack-
ling with energy to get ready for the
long winter, like we do every year.

For some, though—particularly for
the hungry and the homeless—winter
in Alaska can be incredibly difficult
and incredibly challenging. Actually,
as we all know here, for the hungry and
the homeless any time of the year can
be incredibly difficult and challenging.

In Anchorage, there is a place where
everyone, no matter who you are, is
greeted with dignity, respect, and a hot
meal. The place is called Bean’s Cafe,
and the person who makes sure it all
happens and comes together is Lisa
Sauder, the executive director of
Bean’s Cafe, and Lisa is our Alaskan of
the Week.

Let me tell you a little bit about
Lisa. She was born in Anchorage and
moved to the west coast with her par-
ents when she was a young teenager.
When she graduated from Pepperdine
University with a degree in commu-
nications and political science, she was
on her way back home to Alaska.
“Alaska always calls you when you
leave it,” she said. ‘“‘It’s always the
place that feels most like home.”’

She worked at a local bank and the
Anchorage Convention and Visitors
Center, where she was able to travel all
around the country to talk people into
visiting our great State, particularly
in the off seasons like fall, like now.
Then her husband’s job took them to
the east coast, where they stayed for
some time, but, once again, Alaska
beckoned, and they returned.

Shortly after coming back home
again, Lisa saw an ad to help run
Bean’s Cafe, and she knew she had to
go for it. She knew that passion was in
her heart. The fact that it is com-
pletely local and completely commu-
nity supported was a huge lure to her,
she said but so was helping and work-
ing with the homeless throughout the
State.

Lisa’s uncle, for example, was a Viet-
nam veteran with mental health chal-

S6761

lenges after serving in Vietnam. For
decades, he lived on the streets in Se-
attle. She saw the pain that her uncle’s
homelessness caused her mom and the
rest of the family, and of course her
uncle, but then he got help at a place
like Bean’s Cafe, and she also saw the
positive impact that not only had on
her uncle but the entire family, the en-
tire community.

Bean’s is an Anchorage institution.
It serves breakfast and lunch every
day—about 950 meals a day—to the
hungry and the homeless. This requires
the work of about 120 volunteers a day.
People from all across the community
come to help out. On any given day,
you will see a business executive,
maybe a pastor, a construction worker,
politicians—so many, from all walks of
life—serving food to the homeless and
hungry. We have also seen the recipi-
ents of that generosity of food volun-
teering themselves, all of them—such a
supportive community—working to-
gether to help one another.

Bean’s is so much more than a place
for a meal. It serves as a mailing ad-
dress for their clients. It is a place
where you can call a loved one, a place
to get some dry socks, a hat and a coat,
warm clothing for the cold winter. You
can get help with your VA benefits.
You can get help finding a job or it is
a place to get out from the cold for a
few hours.

Lisa said:

Oftentimes, the day that someone walks
into Bean’s Cafe is the worst day of that per-
son’s life. And we’re there to greet them
with compassion and respect.

Lisa has also expanded the program
to include a very popular program now
in Anchorage called Children’s Lunch-
box, which provides after-school and
weekend meals for children. All told,
between the meals served at Bean’s and
for the Children’s Lunchbox, under
Lisa’s guidance, leadership, and pas-
sion, more than 700,000 meals were
served last year.

Lisa loves her job. She loves how sup-
portive the community is. She loves
watching people grow and helping them
get the help they need—and then their
coming back to help others. She said:

We’re all very fortunate here. We get to
help people, [which is a passion]. Not every-
body can say that.

Lisa’s work extends far beyond
Bean’s Cafe and the Children’s Lunch-
box. She is also very involved in Alas-
ka’s recovery community—recovery
from addiction, particularly in the past
few years.

Anchorage, AK, like the rest of the
community, isn’t immune to what is
happening all across the country with
regard to the opioid and heroin crisis.
The good news is, we are working in
the Senate and in the House on this
issue. We just passed a bill, a very im-
portant bill, that will help States and
communities address this, but we have
a long way to go.

Too many young people—people of all
ages—are being lost to us because of
this horrible epidemic, and, unfortu-
nately and very tragically, Lisa’s son
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Tucker, 23 years old, was one of those
we lost. She has put the pain—the deep
pain of losing her son—to good work.
She has turned into a fierce advocate
for those suffering from addiction. She
talks about Tucker often, wanting peo-
ple to know that this can happen to
anyone. That is why we need to con-
tinue to focus.

Through her work and the work of so
many advocates across the State, peo-
ple are finally getting the help they
need. Lisa said:

The peer mentorship that is going on right
now is saving lives. So much progress has
been made. There are so many people who
have really helped to shine a light on the
1ssue.

Lisa is such a force for good in my
State. She has tenacity, grit, courage,
and a huge heart. She is doing so many
things. For that, we want to thank
Lisa for all she is doing.

Congratulations on being our Alas-
kan of the Week.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

HEALTHCARE

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today in
the Senate we were faced with two op-
portunities to side with cancer patients
over insurance companies. In our coun-
try, almost everybody would say that
we ought to side with the cancer pa-
tients over the insurance companies,
but the Senate failed again in both
cases. Let me explain.

Today, as we considered this, we
wanted to make clear whose side we
are on. The side the Senate chose, and
it looks like the Judiciary Committee
chose, is not the side of patients.

This morning, I testified at the Judi-
ciary Committee’s hearing on the
White House’s two nominees to the
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, Chad
Readler and Eric Murphy. Both of
these men have a troubling record of
stripping Ohioans of their rights, and
Mr. Readler’s actions on healthcare are
particularly threatening to millions of
Americans—not just the 5 million
Ohioans who have preexisting condi-
tions but millions of Americans with
preexisting conditions. Five million
Ohioans under age 65, as I said, have
preexisting conditions. That is half the
population in my State.

Because of the Affordable Care Act,
these Ohioans can rest a little easier,
knowing they can’t be turned down for
health coverage or have their rates
skyrocket because their child has asth-
ma or their husband has diabetes or
their wife has been diagnosed with
breast cancer. Mr. Readler is willing to
take that peace of mind away and
throw those families into financial
chaos.

This summer, he did what three ca-
reer attorneys with the Department of
Justice refused to do. He filed a brief
challenging the 1law that protects
Americans with preexisting conditions.
The next day, the White House ap-
pointed him to a Federal circuit court
judgeship. Filing this brief earned him
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rebukes from across the legal commu-
nity. Three attorneys withdrew from
the case, and one actually resigned in
objection to the Department of Jus-
tice’s unprecedented action.

Our Republican Senate colleague
from Tennessee, Mr. ALEXANDER, called
the brief ‘‘as far-fetched as any [he has]
ever heard.” Mr. Readler had no prob-
lem putting his name right at the top
and filing it.

We should not be putting on the
bench for life anyone who puts par-
tisanship ahead of cancer patients or
ahead of people with diabetes or ahead
of someone with high blood pressure or
ahead of Americans’ healthcare.

Unfortunately, the White House is
also chipping away at the ability of
Ohioans with preexisting conditions to
get affordable coverage that actually
covers their conditions. Again, we are
talking about 5 million Ohioans, tens
of millions of Americans. You can talk
about anxiety and autism. You can
talk about heart disease or heartburn,
cholesterol, stroke, thyroid issues. We
are talking about families. We are
talking about neighbors. We are talk-
ing about some of the people in this
body.

Everyone here, by the way, takes
care of themselves. We all have good
health insurance. We don’t mind, ap-
parently, denying it to millions of oth-
ers.

Some Senators think it is fine to let
insurance companies sell junk to our
constituents back home. These insur-
ance policies are just that: They are
junk. They are insurance until you
need the insurance. Allowing insurance
companies to sell these plans drives up
healthcare for everyone. They weaken
protection for anyone with a pre-
existing condition.

Under their new rules, insurance
companies could force Americans with
preexisting conditions into these junk
plans—and ‘“‘junk’ is the right word—
that barely cover anything. They can
charge exorbitant, unaffordable rates
for a decent plan.

Half of my colleagues—exactly half—
voted for Senator BALDWIN’s motion.
Senator BALDWIN, from Wisconsin, has
been a hero on this. Half of my col-
leagues—all with health insurance paid
for by taxpayers—have told the people:
Sorry, you are on your own. We are let-
ting the insurance companies do what-
ever they want—rip you off, hike up
your costs. That is the way it goes.

It all comes down to whose side you
are on. Chad Readler, the President’s
nomination for the Sixth Circuit, has
made it clear: He stands with insurance
companies, not with cancer patients.
The administration has made it clear:
They stand with insurance companies,
not kids with asthma.

Today, the Senate chose to stand
with those insurance companies over
their constituents who need prescrip-
tion medicines.

HONORING JOURNALISTS

Mr. President, a free, independent

press is critical to our democracy. Re-
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porters do vital work, not just in Wash-
ington but around the country. They
shine a light on the important issues in
our communities. Right now, that
means covering the addiction -crisis
that grips our country.

Today alone—if today is an average
day in Ohio, as I assume it is—11 people
will die of an opioid overdose. Yester-
day, 11 died. Tomorrow, 11 will die. Fri-
day, 11 will die.

We have been working bipartisanly
to help get communities the resources
they need. This month we passed a bi-
partisan package to fight opioid addic-
tion. It is a start. We need more help
from a generally disengaged White
House. We need a State government to
get out from under its corruption, day
to day, that afflicts it and get out and
do what they should be doing to fight
opioid addiction.

Everyone has a role to play. Local
journalists do vital work keeping Ohio-
ans informed of all the resources we
have in our State. That is why, this
week, I want to highlight another story
in an Ohio paper informing the public,
reported by a journalist serving his
community.

I remind my colleagues that the
media are not the enemy of the people,
as the White House likes to say, but
they serve our communities. They live
in our communities. They are part of
our communities. They fight for our
communities.

Joshua Keeran reported for the Dela-
ware Gazette about Maryhaven, a local
addiction and mental health treatment
center. Maryhaven is Central Ohio’s
oldest and most comprehensive treat-
ment center. It has been a great part-
ner to my office in our work, along
with Senator PORTMAN, to help Ohioans
fighting addiction.

In my conversations with Maryhaven
clients, it is clear what a difference
this organization makes in so many
lives in Central Ohio. Mr. Keeran re-
ported on Maryhaven’s Families in Re-
covery Program, which provides edu-
cation, training, and counseling sup-
port to families confronted with sub-
stance abuse problems. Through its re-
porting, the Delaware Gazette is rais-
ing awareness about this important
local resource.

This kind of reporting is what jour-
nalists do every day in every commu-
nity in Utah, Rhode Island, Ohio, and
across the country. That is why they
are deserving of respect. We should re-
ject the out-and-out attacks by the
President of the United States and oth-
ers who call journalism and journalists
in the media enemies of the people.
They serve their readers. They serve
their viewers. They serve their commu-
nities. They deserve our respect.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

RUSSIAN HYBRID WARFARE

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I
rise to continue my series of speeches
on Russian hybrid warfare and the
threat it poses to our national secu-
rity. Russian hybrid warfare occurs
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