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She continued: “If they find that
you’ve not disclosed a preexisting med-
ical condition . . . then you’re left high
and dry with no insurance.”

I don’t want to go back to a world
where Nevadans with preexisting con-
ditions can’t get the care they need or
where insurance companies aren’t re-
quired to cover basic services like ma-
ternity care.

I was a proud cosponsor of Senator
TAMMY BALDWIN’s resolution to over-
turn President Trump’s Executive
order. In failing to pass this resolution,
the U.S. Senate has done a profound
disservice to families and communities
all across the country. I will continue
fighting to restore protections against
junk plans, and I encourage all of my
colleagues to do the same.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

ECONOMY

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, 2 years
ago, when Republicans took control of
the White House as well as of Congress,
we promised the American people that
growing the economy was going to be
our No. 1 priority, and we got right to
work.

Under the Obama administration,
American workers and businesses faced
a lot of obstacles, including burden-
some regulations and an outdated Tax
Code that acted as a drag on economic
growth, so we immediately focused on
removing burdensome regulations.
Then we focused on developing a his-
toric, comprehensive reform of our Tax
Code, which was signed into law last
December. Now, the Tax Code isn’t nec-
essarily the first thing people think of
when they think of economic growth,
but the Tax Code has a huge impact on
our economy.

It helps to determine how much
money individuals and families have to
spend and save. It helps to determine
whether a small business can expand
and hire. A small business owner who
faces a huge tax bill is highly unlikely
to be able to expand her business or
hire a new employee. The Tax Code
helps to determine whether large busi-
nesses hire, grow, and invest in the
United States. A large business is
going to find it pretty hard to create
jobs or improve benefits for employees
if it is struggling to stay competitive
against foreign businesses that pay
much less in taxes. A large business is
also unlikely to keep jobs and invest-
ment in the United States if the Tax
Code makes it vastly more expensive to
hire American workers.

Prior to the passage of the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act last December, our Tax
Code was not helping our economy or
American families. It was doing just
the opposite so we took action.

We cut tax rates for American fami-
lies, doubled the child tax credit, and
nearly doubled the standard deduction.
We lowered tax rates across the board
for owners of small and medium-sized
businesses, farms, and ranches. We low-
ered our Nation’s massive corporate
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tax rate, which, up until January 1,
was the highest corporate tax rate in
the developed world. We expanded busi-
ness owners’ ability to recover the cost
of investments they make in their
businesses, which frees up cash that
they can reinvest in their operations
and their workers, and we brought the
U.S. international tax system into the
21st century so American businesses
would not be operating at a competi-
tive disadvantage next to their foreign
counterparts.

Now we are seeing the results. The
economy is thriving. Our economy
grew at a robust 4.2 percent in the sec-
ond quarter of this year. The unem-
ployment rate is at its lowest level
since 1969—almost 50 years ago. Think
about that. In other words, it has been
almost 50 years since the last time un-
employment was at this low level.

More than 1.8 million jobs have been
created since the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act was signed into law. Wages are
growing at the best rate in years, and
incomes are up 4.2 percent. Businesses
are bringing money back into the
United States, and business investment
is up—from an average of 1.8 percent
before the 2016 election to an average
of 10 percent so far this year. Small
business optimism is at historic levels.
Consumer confidence is at an 18-year
high. The list goes on.

Those are a lot of stats, but they ba-
sically boil down to one thing; that is,
that life is getting better for American
families. Incomes are growing, and
families have access to more jobs and
opportunities and better benefits. That
means fewer families have to live pay-
check to paycheck, that an unexpected
car repair or doctor bill is less dev-
astating, that it is easier to afford that
family vacation or the fees for piano
lessons, and that more families have
money to save for their kids’ college or
for their retirement.

That was the goal—getting the econ-
omy thriving again so American fami-
lies can thrive. I am proud to say, we
are succeeding. I am proud that our
policies are making life better for
American families. Yet we are not
stopping there. We are going to keep
working to secure the gains we have
made for the long term and make sure
every American has access to a future
of security and opportunity.

TRIBUTE TO CHUCK GRASSLEY

Mr. President, I want to take a brief
moment to express my gratitude to the
Judiciary Committee chairman, Sen-
ator CHUCK GRASSLEY, for his leader-
ship over the past months as we
worked to confirm Judge—mow Jus-
tice—Kavanaugh.

Every Supreme Court confirmation
process is a somewhat arduous affair,
but Chairman GRASSLEY had to con-
tend with more than an increased
workload. He had to contend with
Democratic colleagues who did every-
thing they could to delay and disrupt
the process and to taint Justice
Kavanaugh’s confirmation. Yet no
matter what tactics the Democrats re-
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sorted to, from interrupting the con-
firmation hearing to withholding crit-
ical information, Chairman GRASSLEY
stayed above the fray. He carried on
with what needed to be done, whether
that was compiling information from
Justice Kavanaugh’s time in the White
House or interviewing witnesses. He
made sure the entire confirmation
process was thorough and fair, and he
ensured that Dr. Ford and Justice
Kavanaugh were treated with dignity
and respect.

I am grateful we had him at the helm
of the Judiciary Committee during this
process, and I am grateful that, once
again, he helped to put an outstand-
ingly qualified Justice on the Supreme
Court.

TRIBUTE TO NIKKI HALEY

Mr. President, I also want to take
just a minute to recognize the out-
standing work that Nikki Haley has
done as the U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations.

Ambassador Haley has been a terrific
ambassador and a real leader on the
President’s foreign policy team. She
has been a clear, unequivocal voice for
the principles our country values, and
she has been a tough and outspoken
critic of the tyrannical regimes that
threaten our country and the free
world.

I am sure the President will choose
an excellent replacement, but Nikki
Haley will be a tough act to follow. I
wish her all the best as she begins her
next chapter. She will be missed.

I yield the floor.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE).
Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that at the
conclusion of my remarks, the Senator
from New Hampshire, Senator SHA-
HEEN, be recognized. She will be pick-
ing up at the end of my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, it
is a real pleasure to be joined here
today on the Senate floor by Senator
JEANNE SHAHEEN of New Hampshire.
Senator SHAHEEN has been a tireless
advocate for clean energy and is the
Senate’s bipartisan champion on en-
ergy efficiency, alongside Senator
PORTMAN.

The U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change released a major warn-
ing last week. Ninety-one authors and
editors from 40 countries reviewed
more than 6,000 scientific papers to as-
sess what it would take to hold global
temperatures to 1.5 degrees Celsius
above preindustrial levels. The report
says that we will need to invest rough-
ly five times what we do now in low-
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carbon energy and energy efficiency by
2050. The Shaheen-Portman energy effi-
ciency legislation would help move us
toward that target.

The American Council for an Energy-
Efficient Economy says that the bill
would reduce carbon dioxide emissions
by about 650 million metric tons over a
15-year period. The cumulative net sav-
ings from the bill would reach nearly
$100 billion.

My State of Rhode Island is a na-
tional leader in promoting energy effi-
ciency, so we know how good programs
like the Shaheen-Portman reforms are
for consumers, for businesses, and for
the environment. Rhode Island has
consistently ranked among the top
States for energy efficiency. This year,
we are in the top three on the State
Energy Efficiency Scorecard.

To keep global warming to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius, the IPCC tells us we need
renewables to grow to about half of the
world’s energy mix by 2030 and to per-
haps 80 percent of the world’s energy
mix by midcentury. Coal in the global
electricity mix needs to be mostly
phased out by 2050.

The fossil fuel industry’s front
groups, of which there is a considerable
legion, tell us that this will raise costs
on consumers, but renewables are now
beating fossil fuel power on cost, and
renewable costs are still falling.

In a recent report on global energy
trends, Deloitte notes:

Solar and wind power recently crossed a
new threshold. Already among the
cheapest energy sources globally, solar and
wind have much further to go.

The Deloitte report shows the top
solar States here in yellow, the top
wind States here in blue, and these
two—Texas and California—are in
green because they are leaders in both
wind and solar.

If you look at the top 20 U.S. solar
and wind States, three-quarters of
those States have electricity prices
below the national average, so clearly
renewables don’t hurt energy costs. By
the way, these States include some of
the reddest politically, including OKkla-
homa, Kansas, Nebraska, North Da-
kota, Iowa, and Texas.

The cost transition with renewables
coming down through the price of fossil
fuel is showing up in TU.S. solar
projects’ purchased-power agreements.
You can see in this chart from
Greentech Media that over time, solar
generation costs have come down in
line with new-built natural gas genera-
tion. That is what this band is. This is
the price for new-built natural gas gen-
eration.

This dot here represents a new
project by NextEra Energy to sell
power to the southern Arizona utility,
Tucson Electric Power, from a 100-
megawatt solar array with an accom-
panying 30-megawatt energy storage
system for $45 per megawatt hour,
right in line with new natural gas
plants. One industry analyst suggested
that this facility effectively took the
place of a peak-demand gas plant.
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Defenders of old, dirty energy sources
paint renewables as unreliable, as
intermittent, but Deloitte’s report
finds that renewables have actually
proven ‘‘to strengthen grid resilience
and reliability.” Integrating renewable
capacity into the grid has gone well in
practice, and FERC analyses predict
increased renewable uses to improve
grid security and resiliency.

The grid operator in Iowa, the most
heavily wind-powered State, figured
out a while ago the algorithms to treat
wind across its grid as baseload. When
you pair wind or solar projects with
battery storage, like that NextEra
project, then individual renewable
projects become baseload power
sources. You don’t have to aggregate
and run algorithms; that is a new base-
load source.

The transition involves batteries,
and batteries are booming. Wood Mac-
kenzie Power & Renewables projects
worldwide storage capacity currently
around 6 gigawatt hours to grow ten-
fold, to at least 65 gigawatt hours by
2022; 2022 is right around the corner—a
tenfold growth.

Costs are falling fast. Lithium-ion
batteries are down in price 80 percent
since 2010, just in these 7 years. That is
an 80-percent drop in price.

Regulators are adapting. The Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission just fi-
nalized a new rule—a unanimous and
bipartisan new rule—for energy storage
on America’s electric grids.

One study has predicted the rule
could spur 50 gigawatts of additional
energy storage across the United
States, enough to power roughly 35
million homes.

Energy storage is actually coming to
market already. The Colorado State
Public Utility Commission just unani-
mously approved an Xcel Energy Pro-
gram to build $2.5 billion in renewable
energy and battery storage, to retire
660 megawatts of coal-fired power,
shutting down ongoing plants for
cheaper, new renewable battery com-
binations. The request for bids didn’t
just smoke out this one bid; it brought
out a flood of renewable energy pro-
posals at costs that beat out existing
coal and natural gas facilities.

The IPCC warning was particularly
serious and specific about the urgent
choices before us, and we, too, need to
be serious about a new direction to
avoid the most catastrophic effects of
climate change. Renewable energy and
energy efficiency are our pathways in
that direction, along with a new tech-
nology—trapping carbon emissions to
use or store them, even pulling carbon
dioxide straight from the air.

These carbon-captured technologies
have been starved without revenue be-
cause of a failure in energy market ec-
onomics, which is that there is no rev-
enue proposition for capturing carbon
pollution. Which brings me to the
Nobel Prize in economics just won by
William D. Nordhaus of Yale Univer-
sity.

Nordhaus aligns with the well-estab-
lished market economics that polluters
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should pay for damage to the environ-
ment and to public health. That is econ
101. Without that, the price signal,
which is at the heart of market eco-
nomics, is off, and subsidies result. The
market fails. And when the Inter-
national Monetary Fund estimates the
fossil fuel subsidy at $700 billion per
year just in the United States, that is
a massive market failure.

Nordhaus recommends that we cor-
rect the enormous market failure
which the fossil fuel industry now so
busily protects politically. ‘‘There is
basically no alternative to a market
solution,” Nordhaus said in response to
the Nobel Prize award. ‘““The incen-
tives,” he said, ‘‘are market prices—to
raise the price of goods and services
that are carbon intensive and lower the
ones that are less carbon intensive.”

The science on this, as I think most
of us understand, is firmly established,
and the economics are widely under-
stood. It is the politics that keep get-
ting in the way—the fossil fuel indus-
try dark money politics.

“This is the last frontier of climate
change,” said Nordhaus. ‘I think we
understand the science,” he said. I
think we understand the economics of
abatement,” he said. He said: “We un-
derstand pretty much the damages.
But we don’t understand how to bring
countries together. That is where the
real frontier work is going on today.”

America should be leading at this
frontier, not lagging. Lost in our fossil
fuel politics, we are failing in leader-
ship. History will not be kind with our
failure.

It is well past time for Congress to

wake up.
Mr. President, I yield the floor to my
distinguished colleague from New

Hampshire, saluting her once again for
the leadership that I remarked on at
the beginning of my remarks in work-
ing with Senator PORTMAN to be the
Senate’s bipartisan leader on energy ef-
ficiency.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I
thank my colleague Senator WHITE-
HOUSE, not just for those kind words
but for all of the work he has done and
continues to do. For the last 6 years,
Senator WHITEHOUSE has come to the
floor of this Senate week after week,
every week, to talk about climate
change and to talk about its effects
throughout the United States and
around the globe and our need to take
action to address this crisis.

Thank you very much, Senator
WHITEHOUSE, for your leadership.

Climate change is real, and it is a
present threat to our planet. Senator
WHITEHOUSE talked about some of the
science involved with that. It is very
clear to anybody who has looked at the
science who doesn’t have a political
agenda that this is real. It is a threat,
and we need to address it.

In New Hampshire, we are already
seeing the impacts of climate change
in so many ways. Rising temperatures
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are shortening our fall foliage season,
they are disrupting our maple syrup
production, and they are shortening
our ski seasons and our snowmobiling.
Ice-out occurs earlier each year on our
lakes. They are causing sea level rise
that can imperil businesses and homes
along our seacoast.

The strains on our fisheries and the
increases of insect-borne diseases that
endanger our wildlife can all be tied to
the effects of climate change.

I have here a photo that I think it is
important for people to see. Moose
have been one of New Hampshire’s
iconic wildlife representatives, to put
it, I guess, the easiest way. The moose
are something that we are very proud
of in New Hampshire. We have seen
them in the wildest parts of our State,
some even as far south as where I live
in southern New Hampshire. What we
are seeing as the result of climate
change is a 40-percent reduction in the
moose in New Hampshire. As I said,
that is happening because of increases
in insect-borne diseases.

If we look very closely at this pic-
ture, it looks like there are little round
balls on this moose. Those are ticks.
Those are ticks that have been able to
attach to the moose and, in so many
cases, kill the moose. They are there
because it is not getting cold enough in
our winters to kill off those ticks, so
they multiply in such numbers that
they attach to the moose and they kill
them. You can see this is a distressed
moose that has been affected by those
ticks. She shouldn’t look like this, but
it is the ticks. Those insect-borne dis-
eases are also responsible for some-
thing called brain worm that affects
moose as well.

So for our hunters and the people
who enjoy the outdoors and wildlife
viewing, that is being threatened now
because of climate change.

The beautiful maples that produce
maple syrup and that produce such
beautiful colors in our fall foliage are
being threatened because of climate
change. The estimate is that in several
decades, we will no longer see either
moose or maple trees in New Hamp-
shire because they will have been
forced out because the warming tem-
peratures will mean they can no longer
survive.

Climate change is also affecting the
public health of New Hampshire citi-
zens. Rising temperatures increase
smog levels. They heighten the effects
of allergy season. They increase the
number of children with asthma. New
Hampshire has one of the highest child-
hood asthma rates in the country, and
that has gotten worse because of cli-
mate change.

Scientists have proven without a
doubt that CO, and other greenhouse
gases are the primary culprits for the
climate changes that we are seeing and
that human activity has increased the
concentration of these greenhouse
gases.

If we are going to stop global warm-
ing, the United States must reduce its
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greenhouse gas emissions in every sec-
tor, starting with how we produce and
consume energy.

One of the things that I have learned
since my days as Governor is that the
easiest, fastest way to reduce our en-
ergy use is through energy efficiency.
It is without a doubt America’s largest
energy resource. It has contributed
more to our Nation’s energy needs over
the last 40 years than any other fuel
source. Without the economy-wide im-
provements in energy efficiency that
have occurred since 1973, it is esti-
mated that today’s economy would re-
quire 60 percent more energy than we
are now consuming. In fact, savings
from energy efficiency improvements
over the last 40 years have reduced our
national energy bill by an estimated
$800 billion—with a “b’—all while
growing and expanding our economy.
Put another way, in the last 40 years,
we have saved more energy through en-
ergy efficiency than we have produced
through fossil fuels and nuclear power
combined. So think about that. Think
about the potential of energy effi-
ciency in addressing our energy needs.

Energy efficiency is also the largest
sector within the U.S. clean energy
economy. It employs nearly 2.25 mil-
lion Americans nationwide, and the
majority of those people work in our
small businesses. We know that small
businesses create about two-thirds of
the new jobs in this country. They are
overwhelmingly responsible for innova-
tion. Sixteen times more patents are
produced by small businesses. So this
is where innovation is going on, and it
is going on in energy efficiency.

Just to reiterate, energy efficiency
measures have proven time and time
again to be the easiest and most cost-
effective way to address climate
change, while reducing energy costs
and creating private sector jobs.

The thing that I like about energy ef-
ficiency is that you don’t have to live
in a certain part of the country and
you don’t have to be a proponent of
other types of fuel sources to appre-
ciate and to support energy efficiency.
Everyone benefits from energy effi-
ciency.

Unfortunately, since he took office,
President Trump and his administra-
tion have proposed policies that seek
to undermine America’s clean energy
economy and delay our progress toward
addressing climate change. The admin-
istration has proposed rollbacks to
clean car standards that will force
Americans to pay more at the gas
pump and harm our environment.

Here is a chart that shows very clear-
ly what rolling back CAFE standards—
the vehicle emissions requirements—
would do. By 2035, the rollback would
add at least 1568 million metric tons of
carbon dioxide annually. It would in-
crease U.S. fuel consumption by 13.9
billion gallons per year. This is accord-
ing to the American Council for an En-
ergy-Efficient Economy. If we think
about that in terms of fossil fuels—this
fuel consumption—that is more fuel
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than we import from Iraq or Venezuela
each year. Think about what that will
mean for increased consumption.

The administration has also proposed
to replace the Clean Power Plan with
regulations that would relax standards
for powerplants at the expense and
well-being of current and future gen-
erations. Appliance efficiency stand-
ards have been frozen in place. After
four decades with energy efficiency as
a bipartisan cornerstone of Federal en-
ergy policy, the President has once
again proposed profound cuts to energy
efficiency and to renewable energy pro-
grams at the Department of Energy.

For those of us who support energy
efficiency, there can be only one re-
sponse to these rollbacks: We must ad-
dress them head-on, and we must re-
double our efforts to keep America on
the right track.

As a result of bipartisan efforts in
the House and Senate—as I said, en-
ergy efficiency is one thing that we can
get behind, Republicans and Demo-
crats—last month the President signed
into law a spending bill that includes
increased investments for clean energy
programs at the Department of En-
ergy—something that has enjoyed
strong bipartisan support.

In addition to increasing those in-
vestments, this appropriations bill
marks the first time since 2009—so the
first time since I have been in the Sen-
ate—that the Department of Energy
will secure its funding before the start
of a fiscal year. This financial cer-
tainty will strengthen these programs
and the industries they support.

The passage of the Energy and Water
appropriations bill that we did today
demonstrates that Congress remains
committed to advancing commonsense,
bipartisan policies that will strengthen
our Nation’s energy efficiency.

Just last week, this Senate adopted a
bipartisan resolution that was spon-
sored by Senator PORTMAN of Ohio and
me, along with 19 of our colleagues,
that recognizes the economic and envi-
ronmental benefits that energy effi-
ciency has contributed to this country.
Senator PORTMAN and I are also com-
mitted to advancing our legislation to
spur energy efficiency innovation and
other initiatives across the most en-
ergy-intensive sectors of our economy.
Senator WHITEHOUSE talked about the
efforts that we have engaged in over
the last 7 years. We have introduced
our bill into Congress in each Congress
over the past 7 years. Each time, we
are getting a little more momentum in
getting this through. We have gotten
certain provisions of the bill through
in the last two Congresses.

It has been far too long since Con-
gress passed a comprehensive energy
bill, so it is time for us to work to-
gether to pass an energy bill that in-
cludes energy efficiency. This is bipar-
tisan legislation. If it were brought to
the floor today, I guarantee you it
would pass overwhelmingly, and it
would improve our Nation’s energy
policies and help to grow the economy.
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We have some great examples of what
is being done, and Senator WHITEHOUSE
talked about some of what is being
done around the country to address en-
ergy efficiency and reduce our energy
use.

New Hampshire, like Rhode Island, is
one of the States that are part of the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. At
the State, local, and grassroots levels,
individuals, businesses, and govern-
ments are rising to the challenge by in-
tensifying their efforts to advance en-
ergy efficiency and clean energy.

This chart shows what has happened
in the States that have been part of the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative.
Carbon pollution has gone down 51 per-
cent, and electricity prices are down 6.4
percent. For us in New England, where
we have very high energy costs, that is
very positive. So if you don’t support
energy efficiency for any other reason,
you should support it because it re-
duces costs. Look at how much in en-
ergy savings to consumers: $773 mil-
lion.

Since 2009, the nine States in the Re-
gional Greenhouse Gas Initiative have
outperformed the national average in
terms of all of these measures. Because
the majority of proceeds are invested
in energy efficiency, they have allowed
electricity prices to fall, and they have
saved consumers millions on their en-
ergy bills. As we look in the outyears,
billions more are expected in savings,
thanks to those investments in energy
efficiency and renewable energy under
the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initia-
tive.

In August of 2017, RGGI’s nine States
agreed to strengthen their program by
reducing greenhouse gas emissions at
least 30 percent more by 2030. New
Hampshire and other RGGI States have
shown the Nation that States can
make smart clean energy choices that
benefit the environment while
strengthening the economy. For those
who say we need a market-driven ap-
proach to addressing climate change,
this is a perfect example of that.

Climate change represents an enor-
mous challenge, but solutions are with-
in reach if we put into place policies
that will allow for swift action. We
have a responsibility to help protect
our children and grandchildren from
the severe consequences of global
warming. We have to start now, and we
have to start with energy efficiency.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
note that my allergies are a result of
that climate change.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO LISA SAUDER

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, as the

Presiding Officer knows, I have been
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coming down here nearly every week—
usually Wednesday or Thursday—for
the last 2 years to talk about somebody
who is making a big difference in my
State, the great State of Alaska. I call
this person our Alaskan of the Week.

Most of the people who visit Alaska
do so in the summer—I was honored
the Presiding Officer and his family
came up to visit this summer—and we
know that is understandable, to come
up when the Sun is high in the sky, but
this time of year is truly magnificent
in my great State. To borrow a phrase
that is no doubt familiar to many, in-
cluding some of the pages: Winter is
coming. Winter is coming.

Every day, the Sun comes up later
and sets earlier. Snow is already on the
ground in some places in Alaska. In
some places in the State, the moun-
tains are dusted—termination dust, we
call it—and that dust is quickly turn-
ing into deep snow and making its way
down the mountains. It will not be long
before it spreads out all throughout
our communities in Anchorage and
other cities. The whole State is crack-
ling with energy to get ready for the
long winter, like we do every year.

For some, though—particularly for
the hungry and the homeless—winter
in Alaska can be incredibly difficult
and incredibly challenging. Actually,
as we all know here, for the hungry and
the homeless any time of the year can
be incredibly difficult and challenging.

In Anchorage, there is a place where
everyone, no matter who you are, is
greeted with dignity, respect, and a hot
meal. The place is called Bean’s Cafe,
and the person who makes sure it all
happens and comes together is Lisa
Sauder, the executive director of
Bean’s Cafe, and Lisa is our Alaskan of
the Week.

Let me tell you a little bit about
Lisa. She was born in Anchorage and
moved to the west coast with her par-
ents when she was a young teenager.
When she graduated from Pepperdine
University with a degree in commu-
nications and political science, she was
on her way back home to Alaska.
“Alaska always calls you when you
leave it,” she said. ‘“‘It’s always the
place that feels most like home.”’

She worked at a local bank and the
Anchorage Convention and Visitors
Center, where she was able to travel all
around the country to talk people into
visiting our great State, particularly
in the off seasons like fall, like now.
Then her husband’s job took them to
the east coast, where they stayed for
some time, but, once again, Alaska
beckoned, and they returned.

Shortly after coming back home
again, Lisa saw an ad to help run
Bean’s Cafe, and she knew she had to
go for it. She knew that passion was in
her heart. The fact that it is com-
pletely local and completely commu-
nity supported was a huge lure to her,
she said but so was helping and work-
ing with the homeless throughout the
State.

Lisa’s uncle, for example, was a Viet-
nam veteran with mental health chal-
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lenges after serving in Vietnam. For
decades, he lived on the streets in Se-
attle. She saw the pain that her uncle’s
homelessness caused her mom and the
rest of the family, and of course her
uncle, but then he got help at a place
like Bean’s Cafe, and she also saw the
positive impact that not only had on
her uncle but the entire family, the en-
tire community.

Bean’s is an Anchorage institution.
It serves breakfast and lunch every
day—about 950 meals a day—to the
hungry and the homeless. This requires
the work of about 120 volunteers a day.
People from all across the community
come to help out. On any given day,
you will see a business executive,
maybe a pastor, a construction worker,
politicians—so many, from all walks of
life—serving food to the homeless and
hungry. We have also seen the recipi-
ents of that generosity of food volun-
teering themselves, all of them—such a
supportive community—working to-
gether to help one another.

Bean’s is so much more than a place
for a meal. It serves as a mailing ad-
dress for their clients. It is a place
where you can call a loved one, a place
to get some dry socks, a hat and a coat,
warm clothing for the cold winter. You
can get help with your VA benefits.
You can get help finding a job or it is
a place to get out from the cold for a
few hours.

Lisa said:

Oftentimes, the day that someone walks
into Bean’s Cafe is the worst day of that per-
son’s life. And we’re there to greet them
with compassion and respect.

Lisa has also expanded the program
to include a very popular program now
in Anchorage called Children’s Lunch-
box, which provides after-school and
weekend meals for children. All told,
between the meals served at Bean’s and
for the Children’s Lunchbox, under
Lisa’s guidance, leadership, and pas-
sion, more than 700,000 meals were
served last year.

Lisa loves her job. She loves how sup-
portive the community is. She loves
watching people grow and helping them
get the help they need—and then their
coming back to help others. She said:

We’re all very fortunate here. We get to
help people, [which is a passion]. Not every-
body can say that.

Lisa’s work extends far beyond
Bean’s Cafe and the Children’s Lunch-
box. She is also very involved in Alas-
ka’s recovery community—recovery
from addiction, particularly in the past
few years.

Anchorage, AK, like the rest of the
community, isn’t immune to what is
happening all across the country with
regard to the opioid and heroin crisis.
The good news is, we are working in
the Senate and in the House on this
issue. We just passed a bill, a very im-
portant bill, that will help States and
communities address this, but we have
a long way to go.

Too many young people—people of all
ages—are being lost to us because of
this horrible epidemic, and, unfortu-
nately and very tragically, Lisa’s son
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