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program’s founding, the U. S. Depart-
ment of Education has bestowed this 
coveted award to more than 8,500 of 
America’s best schools. 

Richland Elementary School serves 
roughly 152 students and was one of 3 
schools in North Dakota to receive the 
honor of Exemplary High Performing 
School in 2018. Receiving recognition 
as a National Blue Ribbon School sig-
nifies the hard work and dedication of 
the educators, students and parents in-
volved, and I have no doubt its stu-
dents are on a path to success. To ef-
fectively bolster reading and writing 
skills, the school utilizes Sails Lit-
eracy which immerses students in oral, 
written, and visual language. The abil-
ity to personalize each student’s learn-
ing plan helps ensure they are per-
forming to the best of their abilities. 
Additionally, the school receives con-
stant feedback from teachers on the 
Sails Literacy program, which allows 
for the program to be molded to fit new 
classes. The faculty, staff, and commu-
nity of Abercrombie are leading the 
way on literary education in North Da-
kota, and this innovation serves as a 
model that all schools can look to-
wards when finding new ways to pro-
mote student growth and development. 

The Richland #44 School District 
mission statement reads, ‘‘Students 
will be taught the skills and gain the 
knowledge to experience success, posi-
tive self-worth, and become responsible 
citizens in society.’’ Richland Elemen-
tary School has done an excellent job 
at providing a positive and enriching 
learning environment for their stu-
dents. I wish the very best to the com-
munity of Abercrombie and congratu-
lations to all engaged at Richland Ele-
mentary School for achieving this high 
honor. Thank you for your commit-
ment to our children and leaders of to-
morrow.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MASON WILLIAMS 
ANDREWS 

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to welcome home and congratu-
late a young man from my home State 
of Louisiana, Mr. Mason Williams An-
drews. Mr. Andrews just achieved his 
mission of setting a new world record 
as the youngest solo pilot to complete 
a circumnavigation of the globe, as 
Mason is about 4 months younger than 
the current record holder. 

Mr. Andrews set out on July 22, on 
‘‘Mason’s MedCamps Mission’’ from 
Monroe, LA, in an effort to achieve the 
new world record, as well as raise fund-
ing and awareness about MedCamps, 
which is a summer camp for children 
with disabilities and illnesses. Today 
Mr. Andrews has achieved both of his 
goals and will make his official and 
final landing in Monroe tomorrow 
morning, Saturday, October 6. 

It is my honor to recognize Mr. An-
drews on a job well done. We are grate-
ful for his safe return and applaud his 
courageous efforts to help a worthy 
cause by raising over $25,000 for 

MedCamps throughout his 2 month 
journey. 

On behalf of the people of Louisiana, 
I would like to express my congratula-
tions to Mason and thank him for his 
efforts in helping MedCamps continue 
their mission of serving children.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. HOEVEN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, without amendment: 

H.R. 597. A bill to take lands in Sonoma 
County, California, into trust as part of the 
reservation of the Lytton Rancheria of Cali-
fornia, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115– 
344). 

By Mr. CORKER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute: 

H.R. 600. A bill to promote Internet access 
in developing countries and update foreign 
policy toward the Internet, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1862. A bill to amend the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2000 to modify the 
criteria for determining whether countries 
are meeting the minimum standards for the 
elimination of human trafficking, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. RISCH: 
S. 3552. A bill to amend the Small Business 

Act to adjust the real estate appraisal 
thresholds under the 7(a) program of the 
Small Business Administration to bring 
those thresholds into line with the thresh-
olds used by the Federal banking regulators, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. RISCH: 
S. 3553. A bill to amend the Small Business 

Act to adjust the real estate appraisal 
thresholds under the section 504 program of 
the Small Business Administration to bring 
those thresholds into line with the thresh-
olds used by the Federal banking regulators, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S. 3554. A bill to extend the effective date 
for the sunset for collateral requirements for 

Small Business Administration disaster 
loans; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. CASEY: 
S. 3555. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-

cans Act of 1965 to establish the Office of 
Older LGBT Policy and a rural outreach 
grant program carried out by such Office, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mr. MURPHY): 

S. 3556. A bill to provide disaster relief as-
sistance to individuals for the purpose of 
clearing fallen debris, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. KING (for himself, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. CASEY, and Mr. HEINRICH): 

S. 3557. A bill to strengthen and improve 
local and regional workforce and economic 
competitiveness and resilience, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. BOOKER, and Ms. SMITH): 

S. 3558. A bill to provide for enhanced pro-
tections for vulnerable alien children, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 329 

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
her name was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 329, a bill to place restrictions on 
the use of solitary confinement for ju-
veniles in Federal custody. 

S. 339 

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 339, a bill to amend title 
10, United States Code, to repeal the 
requirement for reduction of survivor 
annuities under the Survivor Benefit 
Plan by veterans’ dependency and in-
demnity compensation, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1862 

At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1862, a bill to amend the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
to modify the criteria for determining 
whether countries are meeting the 
minimum standards for the elimi-
nation of human trafficking, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2752 

At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
the name of the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2752, a bill to provide a Federal 
charter to the Fab Foundation for the 
National Fab Lab Network, a national 
network of local digital fabrication fa-
cilities providing universal access to 
advanced manufacturing tools for 
learning skills, developing inventions, 
creating businesses, and producing per-
sonalized products, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2784 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
names of the Senator from Colorado 
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(Mr. GARDNER), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) and 
the Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2784, a bill to reauthorize the Family 
Violence Prevention and Services Act. 

S. 2971 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2971, a bill to amend the Ani-
mal Welfare Act to prohibit animal 
fighting in the United States terri-
tories. 

S. 3172 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3172, a bill to amend title 54, 
United States Code, to establish, fund, 
and provide for the use of amounts in a 
National Park Service Legacy Restora-
tion Fund to address the maintenance 
backlog of the National Park Service, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3257 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the 

names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) and the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3257, a bill to impose 
sanctions on foreign persons respon-
sible for serious violations of inter-
national law regarding the protection 
of civilians during armed conflict, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3507 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3507, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to extend the 
authority of the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to prescribe regulations pro-
viding that a presumption of service 
connection is warranted for a disease 
with a positive association with expo-
sure to a herbicide agent, and for other 
purposes. 

S. RES. 633 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 633, a resolution expressing 
the sense of the Senate that Congress 
should take all appropriate measures 
to ensure that the United States Postal 
Service remains an independent estab-
lishment of the Federal Government 
and is not subject to privatization. 

S. RES. 667 
At the request of Mr. PERDUE, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 667, a resolution con-
demning persecution of religious mi-
norities in the People’s Republic of 
China and any actions that limit their 
free expression and practice of faith. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4046. Mr. CORKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 3342, to impose sanctions on foreign 

persons that are responsible for gross viola-
tions of internationally recognized human 
rights by reason of the use by Hizballah of 
civilians as human shields, and for other pur-
poses; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

SA 4047. Mr. CORKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 3342, supra; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4046. Mr. CORKER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3342, to impose 
sanctions on foreign persons that are 
responsible for gross violations of 
internationally recognized human 
rights by reason of the use by 
Hizballah of civilians as human shields, 
and for other purposes; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Sanctioning 
the Use of Civilians as Defenseless Shields 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It shall be the policy of the United States 
to officially and publicly condemn the use of 
innocent civilians as human shields. 
SEC. 3. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-

SPECT TO FOREIGN PERSONS THAT 
ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE USE OF 
CIVILIANS AS HUMAN SHIELDS. 

(a) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.— 
(1) MANDATORY SANCTIONS.—The President 

shall impose sanctions described in sub-
section (d) with respect to each person on 
the list required under subsection (b). 

(2) PERMISSIVE SANCTIONS.—The President 
may impose sanctions described in sub-
section (d) with respect to each person on 
the list described in subsection (c). 

(b) MANDATORY SANCTIONS LIST.—Not later 
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and annually thereafter, 
the President shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a list of the 
following: 

(1) Each foreign person that the President 
determines, on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act— 

(A) is a member of Hizballah or is know-
ingly acting on behalf of Hizballah; and 

(B) knowingly orders, controls, or other-
wise directs the use of civilians protected as 
such by the law of war to shield military ob-
jectives from attack. 

(2) Each foreign person that the President 
determines, on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act— 

(A) is a member of Hamas or is knowingly 
acting on behalf of Hamas; and 

(B) knowingly orders, controls, or other-
wise directs the use of civilians protected as 
such by the law of war to shield military ob-
jectives from attack. 

(3) Each foreign person or agency or instru-
mentality of a foreign state that the Presi-
dent determines, on or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, knowingly and mate-
rially supports, orders, controls, directs, or 
otherwise engages in— 

(A) any act described in subparagraph (B) 
of paragraph (1) by a person described in that 
paragraph; or 

(B) any act described in subparagraph (B) 
of paragraph (2) by a person described in that 
paragraph. 

(c) PERMISSIVE SANCTIONS LIST.—Not later 
than one year after the date of the enact-

ment of this Act, and annually thereafter, 
the President should submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a list of 
each foreign person that the President deter-
mines, on or after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, knowingly orders, controls, or 
otherwise directs the use of civilians pro-
tected as such by the law of war to shield 
military objectives from attack, excluding 
foreign persons included in the most recent 
list under subsection (b). 

(d) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 
to be imposed on a foreign person or an agen-
cy or instrumentality of a foreign state 
under this subsection are the following: 

(1) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—The President 
shall exercise all of the powers granted to 
the President under the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq.) to the extent necessary to block and 
prohibit all transactions in property and in-
terests in property of the foreign person or 
agency or instrumentality of a foreign state 
if such property or interests in property are 
in the United States, come within the United 
States, or are or come within the possession 
or control of a United States person. 

(2) ALIENS INELIGIBLE FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, 
OR PAROLE.— 

(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An alien 
who the Secretary of State or the Secretary 
of Homeland Security determines is subject 
to sanctions under subsection (a) is— 

(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-

umentation to enter the United States; and 
(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or 

paroled into the United States or to receive 
any other benefit under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—Any visa or 
other documentation issued to an alien who 
is subject to sanctions under subsection (a), 
regardless of when such visa or other docu-
mentation was issued, shall be revoked and 
such alien shall be denied admission to the 
United States. 

(C) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT AND OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—The sanctions 
under this paragraph shall not be imposed on 
an individual if admitting such individual to 
the United States is necessary to permit the 
United States to comply with the Agreement 
regarding the Headquarters of the United 
Nations, signed at Lake Success June 26, 
1947, and entered into force November 21, 
1947, between the United Nations and the 
United States, or with other applicable 
international obligations. 

(e) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for 
in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to a person 
that knowingly violates, attempts to violate, 
conspires to violate, or causes a violation of 
regulations prescribed to carry out this sec-
tion to the same extent that such penalties 
apply to a person that knowingly commits 
an unlawful act described in section 206(a) of 
such Act. 

(f) PROCEDURES FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW OF 
CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—If a finding under this sec-
tion, or a prohibition, condition, or penalty 
imposed as a result of any such finding, is 
based on classified information (as defined in 
section 1(a) of the Classified Information 
Procedures Act (18 U.S.C. App.)) and a court 
reviews the finding or the imposition of the 
prohibition, condition, or penalty, the Presi-
dent may submit such information to the 
court ex parte and in camera. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection shall be construed to confer or 
imply any right to judicial review of any 
finding under this section or any prohibition, 
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