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(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary shall strike the gold medal
with suitable emblems, devices, and inscrip-
tions to be determined by the Secretary.

() SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of
the gold medal in honor of the Chinese-
American Veterans of World War II, the gold
medal shall be given to the Smithsonian In-
stitution, where it shall be available for dis-
play as appropriate and made available for
research.

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution
should make the gold medal received under
paragraph (1) available for display elsewhere,
particularly at other locations associated
with the Chinese-American Veterans of
World IT or with World War II.

(d) DUPLICATE MEDALS.—Under regulations
that the Secretary may promulgate, the Sec-
retary may strike and sell duplicates in
bronze of the gold medal struck under this
Act, at a price sufficient to cover the cost of
the medals, including labor, materials, dies,
use of machinery, and overhead expenses.
SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDAL.

(a) NATIONAL MEDAL.—The gold medal
struck under this Act shall be a national
medal for the purposes of chapter 51 of title
31, Unites States Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purpose of sec-
tion 5134 of title 31, United States Code, all
medals struck under this Act shall be consid-
ered to be numismatic items.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I know of
no further debate on the bill, as amend-
ed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 1050), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. FLAKE. I ask unanimous consent
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL POLYCYSTIC KIDNEY
DISEASE AWARENESS DAY

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of S. Res.
576 and that the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 576) designating Sep-
tember 4, 2018, as ‘‘National Polycystic Kid-
ney Disease Awareness Day’’, and raising
awareness and understanding of polycystic
kidney disease.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FLAKE. I further ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of July 18, 2018,
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”)

576) was

———
PREEMIE REAUTHORIZATION ACT
OF 2018
Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 503, S. 3029.
The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3029) to revise and extend the
Prematurity Research Expansion and Edu-
cation for Mothers who deliver Infants Early
Act (PREEMIE Act).

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, with an amendment to strike all
after the enacting clause and insert in
lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Prematurity Re-
search Expansion and Education for Mothers
who deliver Infants Early Reauthorization Act
of 2018 or the “PREEMIE Reauthorization Act
of 2018”.

SEC. 2. RESEARCH RELATING TO PRETERM
LABOR AND DELIVERY AND THE
CARE, TREATMENT, AND OUTCOMES
OF PRETERM AND LOW BIRTH-
WEIGHT INFANTS.

Section 2 of the Prematurity Research Exrpan-
sion and Education for Mothers who deliver In-
fants Early Act (42 U.S.C. 247b—4f) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘clinical,
biological, social, environmental, genetic, and
behavioral factors relating’’ and inserting ‘‘fac-
tors relating to prematurity, such as clinical, bi-
ological, social, environmental, genetic, and be-
havioral factors, and other determinants that
contribute to health disparities and are re-
lated’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘ concerning
the progress and any results of studies con-
ducted under paragraph (1)’ and inserting ‘‘re-
garding activities and studies conducted under
paragraph (1), including any applicable anal-
yses of preterm birth. Such report shall be post-
ed on the Internet website of the Department of
Health and Human Services.’’;

(2) by striking subsection (c) and inserting the
following:

“(c) PREGNANCY RISK ASSESSMENT MONI-
TORING SURVEY.—The Secretary of Health and
Human Services, acting through the Director of
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
shall—

‘(1) continue systems for the collection of ma-
ternal-infant clinical and biomedical informa-
tion, including electronic health records, elec-
tronic databases, and biobanks, to link with the
Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System
(PRAMS) and other epidemiological studies of
prematurity in order to track, to the extent
practicable, all pregnancy outcomes and prevent
preterm birth; and

“(2) provide technical assistance, as appro-
priate, to support States in improving the collec-
tion of information pursuant to this sub-
section.”’; and

(3) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘except for
subsection (c), $1,880,000 for each of fiscal years

The
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2014 through 2018 and inserting ‘‘$2,000,000 for

each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023 .

SEC. 3. PUBLIC AND HEALTH CARE PROVIDER
EDUCATION AND SUPPORT SERV-
ICES.

Section 399Q of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 280g-5) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘conduct demonstration
projects’” and inserting ‘‘conduct activities,
which may include demonstration projects’’;
and

(B) by striking ‘‘for babies born preterm’ and
inserting ‘‘mothers of infants born preterm, and
infants born preterm, as appropriate’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking “‘under the demonstration project’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph (4),
by striking “‘programs to test and evaluate var-
ious strategies to provide’’ and inserting ‘‘pro-
grams, including those to test and evaluate
strategies, which, in collaboration with States,
localities, tribes, and community organizations,
support the provision of”’;

(ii)) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (F) as subparagraphs (C) through (G),
respectively;

(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A), the
following:

‘““(B) evidence-based strategies to prevent
preterm birth and associated outcomes;’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (C), as so redesignated,
by inserting *‘, and the risks of non-medically
indicated deliveries before full term’’ before the
semicolon;

(v) in subparagraph (D), as so redesignated—

(I) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘“‘intake’’ before
the semicolon;

(II) in clause (iii), by striking “‘and’ at the
end;

(II11) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause
(vii); and

(IV) by inserting after clause (iii), the fol-
lowing:

“‘(iv) screening for and treatment of substance
use disorders;

‘““(v) screening for and treatment of maternal
depression;

“(vi) maternal immunization; and’’;

(vi) in subparagraph (E), as so redesignated,
by adding ‘“‘and’’ after the semicolon;

(vii) in subparagraph (F), as so redesignated,
by striking ‘; and’’ and inserting a period; and

(viii) by striking subparagraph (G), as so re-
designated; and

(C) in paragraph (2), by inserting *‘, as well as
prevention of a future preterm birth’’ before the
semicolon.

SEC. 4. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MATERNAL
AND INFANT HEALTH.

Section 104(b) of the PREEMIE Reauthoriza-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 247b—4f note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),
by striking ‘“‘and recommendations to the Sec-
retary concerning the following activities”’ and
inserting ‘‘, recommendations, or information to
the Secretary as may be necessary to improve
activities and programs to reduce severe mater-
nal morbidity, maternal mortality, infant mor-
tality, and preterm birth, which may include
recommendations, advice, or information related
to the following’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘and im-
proving the health status of pregnant women
and infants’’ and inserting ‘‘, preterm birth, and
improving the health status of pregnant women
and infants, and information on cost-effective-
ness and outcomes of such programs’’;

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘Imple-
mentation of the’’ and inserting “The’’; and

(D) by striking subparagraph (D) and insert-
ing the following:

‘(D) Implementation of Healthy People objec-
tives related to maternal and infant health.

‘“(E) Strategies to reduce racial, ethnic, geo-
graphic, and other health disparities in birth
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outcomes, including by increasing awareness of
Federal programs related to appropriate access
to, or information regarding, prenatal care to
address risk factors for preterm labor and deliv-
ery.
‘“(F) Strategies, including the implementation
of such strategies, to address gaps in Federal re-
search, programs, and education efforts related
to the prevention of severe maternal morbidity,
maternal mortality, infant mortality, and other
adverse birth outcomes.’’;

(2) by striking paragraph (3) and redesig-
nating paragraph (4) as paragraph (3); and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) BIENNIAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the PREEMIE
Reauthorization Act of 2018, and every 2 years
thereafter, the Advisory Committee shall—

‘“(A) publish a report summarizing activities
and recommendations of the Advisory Committee
since the publication of the previous report;

‘““(B) submit such report to the Secretary and
the appropriate Committees of Congress; and

““(C) post such report on the Internet website
of the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices.”.

SEC. 5. INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and
Human Services, in collaboration with other de-
partments, as appropriate, may establish an
interagency working group in order to improve
coordination of programs and activities to pre-
vent preterm birth, infant mortality, and related
adverse birth outcomes.

(b) DUTIES.—The working group established
under subsection (a) shall—

(1) identify gaps, unnecessary duplication,
and opportunities for improved coordination in
Federal programs and activities related to
preterm birth and infant mortality;

(2) assess the extent to which the goals and
metrics of relevant programs and activities with-
in the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and, as applicable, those in other depart-
ments, are aligned; and

(3) assess the extent to which such programs
are coordinated across agencies within such De-
partment; and

(4) make specific recommendations, as appli-
cable, to reduce or minimize gaps and unneces-
sary duplication, and improve coordination of
goals, programs, and activities across agencies
within such Department.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date on which the working group is established
under subsection (a), the Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions of the Senate and the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report summarizing the findings of the
working group under subsection (b) and the spe-
cific recommendations to improve Federal pro-
grams at the Department of Health and Human
Services under subsection (b)(4).

Mr. FLAKE. I ask unanimous consent
that the Alexander amendment at the
desk be agreed to; that the committee-
reported substitute amendment be
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 4016) was agreed
to as follows:

(Purpose: To modify provisions relating to

the interagency working group)

On page 16, line 22, insert ‘‘, in collabora-
tion with other departments, as appro-
priate,” after ‘‘Services’.

Beginning on page 16, line 24, strike ‘‘with-
in”’ and all that follows through ‘‘Services’”
on page 17, line 1.
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On page 17, line 11, insert ‘‘, and, as appli-
cable, those in other departments,” after
“Services”.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 3029), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed as follows:

S. 3029

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Prematurity
Research Expansion and Education for Moth-
ers who deliver Infants Early Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2018’ or the “PREEMIE Reau-
thorization Act of 2018”.

SEC. 2. RESEARCH RELATING TO PRETERM
LABOR AND DELIVERY AND THE
CARE, TREATMENT, AND OUTCOMES
OF PRETERM AND LOW BIRTH-
WEIGHT INFANTS.

Section 2 of the Prematurity Research Ex-
pansion and Education for Mothers who de-
liver Infants Early Act (42 U.S.C. 247Tb-4f) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘‘clin-
ical, biological, social, environmental, ge-
netic, and behavioral factors relating” and
inserting ‘‘factors relating to prematurity,
such as clinical, biological, social, environ-
mental, genetic, and behavioral factors, and
other determinants that contribute to health
disparities and are related’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“ con-
cerning the progress and any results of stud-
ies conducted under paragraph (1)’ and in-
serting ‘‘regarding activities and studies
conducted under paragraph (1), including any
applicable analyses of preterm birth. Such
report shall be posted on the Internet
website of the Department of Health and
Human Services.”’;

(2) by striking subsection (¢c) and inserting
the following:

“(c) PREGNANCY RISK ASSESSMENT MONI-
TORING SURVEY.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services, acting through the Di-
rector of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, shall—

‘(1) continue systems for the collection of
maternal-infant clinical and biomedical in-
formation, including electronic health
records, electronic databases, and biobanks,
to link with the Pregnancy Risk Assessment
Monitoring System (PRAMS) and other epi-
demiological studies of prematurity in order
to track, to the extent practicable, all preg-
nancy outcomes and prevent preterm birth;
and

‘“(2) provide technical assistance, as appro-
priate, to support States in improving the
collection of information pursuant to this
subsection.”; and

(3) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘except
for subsection (c¢), $1,880,000 for each of fiscal
years 2014 through 2018” and inserting
€“$2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2019
through 2023’.

SEC. 3. PUBLIC AND HEALTH CARE PROVIDER
EDUCATION AND SUPPORT SERV-
ICES.

Section 399Q of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 280g-5) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘conduct demonstration
projects” and inserting ‘‘conduct activities,
which may include demonstration projects’’;
and

(B) by striking ‘‘for babies born preterm’
and inserting ‘‘mothers of infants born
preterm, and infants born preterm, as appro-
priate’’; and
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(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘under the demonstration
project’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘programs to test and evalu-
ate various strategies to provide’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘programs, including those to test and
evaluate strategies, which, in collaboration
with States, localities, tribes, and commu-
nity organizations, support the provision
of”’;

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (F) as subparagraphs (C) through
(G), respectively;

(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A),
the following:

‘“(B) evidence-based strategies to prevent
preterm birth and associated outcomes;’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (C), as so redesig-
nated, by inserting ‘‘, and the risks of non-
medically indicated deliveries before full
term’’ before the semicolon;

(v) in subparagraph (D),
nated—

(I) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘intake’’ be-
fore the semicolon;

(IT) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and” at the
end;

(IIT) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause
(vii); and

(IV) by inserting after clause (iii), the fol-
lowing:

‘(iv) screening for and treatment of sub-
stance use disorders;

‘(v) screening for and treatment of mater-
nal depression;

“(vi) maternal immunization; and’’;

(vi) in subparagraph (E), as so redesig-
nated, by adding ‘‘and’ after the semicolon;

(vii) in subparagraph (F), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a pe-
riod; and

(viii) by striking subparagraph (G), as so
redesignated; and

(C) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘¢, as well
as prevention of a future preterm birth” be-
fore the semicolon.

SEC. 4. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MATERNAL
AND INFANT HEALTH.

Section 104(b) of the PREEMIE Reauthor-
ization Act (42 U.S.C. 247Tb-4f note) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘and recommendations to
the Secretary concerning the following ac-
tivities” and inserting ‘‘, recommendations,
or information to the Secretary as may be
necessary to improve activities and pro-
grams to reduce severe maternal morbidity,
maternal mortality, infant mortality, and
preterm birth, which may include rec-
ommendations, advice, or information re-
lated to the following’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and
improving the health status of pregnant
women and infants’ and inserting ‘‘, preterm
birth, and improving the health status of
pregnant women and infants, and informa-
tion on cost-effectiveness and outcomes of
such programs’’;

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘Im-
plementation of the” and inserting ‘‘The’’;
and

(D) by striking subparagraph (D) and in-
serting the following:

‘(D) Implementation of Healthy People ob-
jectives related to maternal and infant
health.

‘““(E) Strategies to reduce racial, ethnic, ge-
ographic, and other health disparities in
birth outcomes, including by increasing
awareness of Federal programs related to ap-
propriate access to, or information regard-
ing, prenatal care to address risk factors for
preterm labor and delivery.

as so redesig-
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““(F') Strategies, including the implementa-
tion of such strategies, to address gaps in
Federal research, programs, and education
efforts related to the prevention of severe
maternal morbidity, maternal mortality, in-
fant mortality, and other adverse birth out-
comes.’’;

(2) by striking paragraph (3) and redesig-
nating paragraph (4) as paragraph (3); and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) BIENNIAL REPORT.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of the
PREEMIE Reauthorization Act of 2018, and
every 2 years thereafter, the Advisory Com-
mittee shall—

‘“‘(A) publish a report summarizing activi-
ties and recommendations of the Advisory
Committee since the publication of the pre-
vious report;

‘(B) submit such report to the Secretary
and the appropriate Committees of Congress;
and

“(C) post such report on the Internet
website of the Department of Health and
Human Services.”.

SEC. 5. INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services, in collaboration with
other departments, as appropriate, may es-
tablish an interagency working group in
order to improve coordination of programs
and activities to prevent preterm birth, in-
fant mortality, and related adverse birth
outcomes.

(b) DuTIES.—The working group estab-
lished under subsection (a) shall—

(1) identify gaps, unnecessary duplication,
and opportunities for improved coordination
in Federal programs and activities related to
preterm birth and infant mortality;

(2) assess the extent to which the goals and
metrics of relevant programs and activities
within the Department of Health and Human
Services, and, as applicable, those in other
departments, are aligned; and

(3) assess the extent to which such pro-
grams are coordinated across agencies with-
in such Department; and

(4) make specific recommendations, as ap-
plicable, to reduce or minimize gaps and un-
necessary duplication, and improve coordi-
nation of goals, programs, and activities
across agencies within such Department.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the working group is es-
tablished under subsection (a), the Secretary
of Health and Human Services shall submit
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate and the
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives a report summa-
rizing the findings of the working group
under subsection (b) and the specific rec-
ommendations to improve Federal programs
at the Department of Health and Human
Services under subsection (b)(4).

——
NATIONAL DEMOCRACY MONTH
Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration and the Senate proceed
to S. Res. 525.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. Res. 525) designating September
2018 as National Democracy Month as a time
to reflect on the contributions of the system
of government of the United States to a
more free and stable world.
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FLAKE. I know of no further de-
bate on the measure.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is on
agreeing to the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. FLAKE. I ask unanimous consent
that the preamble be agreed to and
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of May 24, 2018,
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

525) was

—————

NATIONAL SPINAL CORD INJURY
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
627, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 627) designating Sep-
tember 2018 as ‘‘National Spinal Cord Injury
Awareness Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FLAKE. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

627) was

———

AUTHORIZING DOCUMENT PRODUC-
TION BY THE SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
628, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 628) to authorize doc-
ument production by the Select Committee
on Intelligence in United States v. Paul J.
Manafort, Jr. (D.D.C.).

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FLAKE. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
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laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 13, 2018, AND MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ, to then convene for a pro forma
session only, with no business being
conducted, on Thursday, September 13,
at 9:45 a.m. I further ask that when the
Senate adjourns on Thursday, Sep-
tember 13, it next convene at 2 p.m.,
Monday, September 17, and that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and morning business be closed; fur-
ther, that upon the conclusion of morn-
ing business and notwithstanding the
orders of September 6, the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of H.R. 6 and
that debate time on H.R. 6 and S. 2554
run concurrently, be equally divided in
the usual form, and be considered ex-
pired at 5:30 p.m., and that the Senate
then proceed to votes in relation to S.
2664 and H.R. 6, with all other provi-
sions under the previous orders remain-
ing in effect.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:45 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it stand adjourned under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:52 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
September 13, 2018, 9:45 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

EARLE D. LITZENBERGER, OF CALIFORNIA, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF
MINISTER-COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN.

PATRICIA MAHONEY, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER-
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE REPUBLIC OF BENIN.

JOHN MARK POMMERSHEIM, OF FLORIDA, A CAREER
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN.

AUSTIN M. SMITH, OF SOUTH CAROLINA, TO BE ALTER-
NATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA FOR SPECIAL POLITICAL AFFAIRS IN THE
UNITED NATIONS, WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR.

AUSTIN M. SMITH, OF SOUTH CAROLINA, TO BE AN AL-
TERNATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF

628) was
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