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of nearly three-fourths of the Senate,
five committees, and countless staff
who have worked to try to help States
and communities put an end to this
crisis that is ravaging virtually every
community in America.

The House of Representatives has
passed its version. We have our bipar-
tisan urgency to work together. No
mother should have to go through what
Becky Savage has gone through. It is
time to finish our work and help States
and communities bring an end to the
opioid crisis. This legislation would
give us many of the tools we need to do
just that.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, in the an-
nals of ‘“‘President’s Say the Darndest
Things,” last week’s Twitter outburst
will stand out, at least for me, because
the President attacked the Attorney
General of the United States for simply
doing the job he swore an oath to do.

Of course, it wasn’t the first time the
President has so diminished himself,
but this particular slander was leveled
at the Attorney General for having the
temerity to prosecute public corrup-
tion by Members of Congress who also
happen to belong to the President’s po-
litical party.

That is right. The President attacked
Mr. Sessions by name for refusing to
cover up allegations of Republican mis-
conduct. The President’s concern was
not for justice but for the political for-
tunes of the accused, because their con-
gressional seats might now be at risk
of falling to Democrats. In doing this,
the President is projecting a vision
onto the system of American justice
that is both bizarre and, more impor-
tantly, destructive.

Of course, the only truly shocking
thing about this statement from the
President is that, given what all of us
have become accustomed to during this
Presidency—or, even worse, have be-
come numb to—this Twitter eruption
was not at all surprising. This numb
acceptance is an appalling statement
on the very real threat to our demo-
cratic institutions.

At this point, it might be too late for
tutorials on the American justice sys-
tem, but it certainly bears repeating
that in order for justice to truly be
served, justice must be based in empir-
ical truth and must be absolutely car-
ried out independent of politics, period.

No President—any President—admin-
isters the justice system in America,
any more than he or she decrees what
is objective truth. In this country, jus-
tice and truth operate quite inde-
pendent of the dictates of even the
most powerful of offices.

The reasons for this point are obvi-
ous to most, but we know by now that
this particular President seems to have
a profound unease with both justice
and truth and so has been at unrelent-
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ing war with both, virtually since the
moment he swore the oath—not be-
cause there is any deficiency in justice
or truth that requires his intervention,
mind you, but for other less noble rea-
sons. The President seems to think
that the office confers on him the abil-
ity to decide who and what gets inves-
tigated in the United States and who
and what does not.

Weekly, it seems, this President has
been threatening to ‘‘get involved’” in
the function of the Justice Depart-
ment—sometimes intimidating, some-
times plainly threatening to corrupt
the independence of justice in America.

He has overtly expressed a desire for
his political opponents to be inves-
tigated, and almost 2 years into his
Presidency, he presides over boisterous
rallies where the last election is reliti-
gated and chants of ‘‘lock her up’ fill
the halls.

None of this is normal or acceptable,
but his is not mere recklessness. It
seems to be a deliberate program, by
which he intends to weaken the insti-
tution of American justice, threaten
its independence, and perhaps set the
stage for some future assault on it—the
firing of the attorney general, the dep-
uty attorney general, and perhaps even
the special counsel.

It has been said that the President
deserves to have an attorney general of
his choice, a top lawyer with whom he
is compatible. This is true. The Presi-
dent’s appointment powers are clear,
and all of his appointees serve at the
pleasure of the President. But what no
President deserves is a top lawyer who
is simply there to do his bidding. The
Attorney General is not the President’s
personal lawyer, and his job is not to
protect the President from damaging
facts or to turn the power of American
justice onto the President’s enemies or
to direct Justice Department inves-
tigations in any particular way that is
either politically motivated or pre-
supposes guilt or innocence or favors
any outcome whatsoever, other than
that which is supported by the evi-
dence and truth. The Attorney Gen-
eral’s job description, as tweeted last
week by the President, bears scant re-
semblance to the Attorney General’s
job in a constitutional democracy.

So I rise today because the Founders
gave us the article I branch of this gov-
ernment that they conceived and the
responsibility to curb such reckless be-
havior.

Thus far, I believe we have all been
so incredulous at the daily excess and
ever hopeful—hopeful beyond any rea-
son—that this President would at last
begin to inhabit the office in a more re-
sponsible fashion that we have been
somewhat uncertain what to do.

First and foremost, we must speak
out. We cannot be quiet when the mo-
ment requires us to defend the demo-
cratic norms under which this system
functions, and without which our sys-
tem ceases to function. The President
has repeatedly and over time heed-
lessly breached these norms. If we say
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nothing, then, we become accomplices
in the destruction of these democratic
norms.

The Senate is not the place to come
for deniability. We must do what we
can to curb the destructive impulses of
this White House. We must encourage
the administration of justice. That
means voicing our support for Mr.
Mueller and his team. We have passed
bipartisan legislation out of the Senate
Judiciary Committee—legislation to
protect the special counsel. I call on
the majority leader to bring this legis-
lation to the Senate floor.

We must also say in no uncertain
terms that to call this investigation a
“witch hunt” is wrong. To call Mr.
Mueller’s team ‘‘thugs’ is wrong. Re-
lentlessly slandering the Attorney
General of the United States is wrong.
It is a travesty, and it is unbecoming of
the Office of the Presidency.

I would say to the Attorney General:
Stand firm. You spent your life in pub-
lic service, in the service of your coun-
try. At the risk of being presumptuous,
I will say that these days of your serv-
ice, right now, during this crucial pe-
riod in which we have a President who
in a malign fashion is actively testing
the limits of his power and the inde-
pendence of American justice, your de-
termination to safeguard the independ-
ence of the Justice Department at the
same time that you have been under
assault by the President has verged on
heroic. In your long career, you will
render no more consequential service
to your country. Stand firm, Attorney
General Sessions.

I appeal to the leadership of this
body to speak out. You don’t have to
speak out at every Twitter outburst,
but when the President so blatantly
calls for the Department of Justice to
act as an arm of the Republican Party,
then, the leaders of the Republican
Party in this body need to stand and
say that the President is out of bounds.

We all have our pulls to conscience.
Most recently for me, I hear the whis-
per so well described a few weeks ago—
the whisper over my shoulder that
says: We are better than this. America
is better than this. In a time of rank
tribalism, we need to remember that
we are all Americans. That is our only
tribe. It is to the rule of law and the
ideals of our founding that we owe our
allegiance.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session for the en
bloc consideration of the following
nominations: Executive Calendar Nos.
933, 934.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Cherith Nor-
man Chalet, of New Jersey, to be Rep-
resentative of the United States of
America to the United Nations for U.N.
Management and Reform, with the
rank of Ambassador, and Cherith Nor-
man Chalet, of New Jersey, to be an Al-
ternate Representative of the United
States of America to the Sessions of
the General Assembly of the United
Nations, during her tenure of service as
Representative of the United States of
America to the United Nations for U.N.
Management and Reform.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. FLAKE. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate vote on the nomina-
tions en bloc with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that if confirmed, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table en bloc;
that the President be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action; that no
further motions be in order; and that
any statements relating to the nomina-
tions be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Chalet and Cha-
let nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CHINESE-AMERICAN WORLD WAR
I VETERAN CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL ACT

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 1050 and that
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1050) to award a Congressional
Gold Medal, collectively, to the Chinese-
American Veterans of World War II, in rec-
ognition of their dedicated service during
World War II.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FLAKE. I ask unanimous consent
that the Duckworth amendment which
is at the desk be agreed to and that the
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bill, as amended, be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 4015) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Chinese-
American World War II Veteran Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) Chinese Americans served the United
States in every conflict since the Civil War,
and distinguished themselves in World War
II, serving in every theater of war and every
branch of service, earning citations for their
heroism and honorable service, including the
Medal of Honor;

(2) Chinese nationals and Chinese Ameri-
cans faced institutional discrimination in
the United States since before World War II,
limiting the size of their population and
their ability to build thriving communities
in the United States;

(3) the Act entitled ‘““An Act to execute cer-
tain treaty stipulations relating to Chinese”’,
approved May 6, 1882 (commonly known as
the ‘‘Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882) (22
Stat. 58, chapter 126), was the first Federal
law that broadly restricted immigration and
a specific nationality, making it illegal for
Chinese laborers to immigrate to the United
States and limiting the Chinese population
in the United States for over 60 years;

(4) major court decisions such as the deci-
sions in Lum v. Rice, 275 U.S. 78 (1927), and
People v. Hall, 4 Cal. 399 (1854), found ‘‘yel-
low”’ races to be equal to African Americans
with regard to ‘‘separate but equal’’ school
facilities, and prohibited Chinese Americans,
along with ‘“‘Black, mulatto, or Indian’ per-
sons, from testifying against White men;

(5) Chinese Americans were harassed, beat-
en, and murdered because of their ethnicity,
including the Chinese Massacre of 1871,
where 17 Chinese immigrants in Los Angeles,
California, were tortured and murdered, the
Rock Springs Massacre of 1885 where White
rioters killed 28 Chinese miners and burned
75 of their homes in Rock Springs, Wyoming,
and the Hells Canyon Massacre of 1887 where
34 Chinese gold miners were ambushed and
murdered in Hells Canyon, Oregon;

(6) there were only 78,000 Chinese Ameri-
cans living on the United States mainland,
with 29,000 living in Hawaii, at the start of
World War II as result of Federal and State
legislation and judicial decisions;

(7) despite the anti-Chinese discrimination
at the time, as many as 20,000 Chinese Amer-
icans served in the Armed Forces during
World War II, of whom, approximately 40
percent were not United States citizens due
to the laws that denied citizenship to per-
sons of Chinese descent;

(8) Chinese Americans, although small in
numbers, made important contributions to
the World War II effort;

(9) of the total Chinese Americans serving,
approximately 25 percent served in the
United States Army Air Force, with some
sent to the China-Burma-India Theater with
the 14th Air Service Group;

(10) the remainder of Chinese Americans
who served in World War II served in all
branches of the Armed Forces in all 4 thea-
ters of war;

(11) the first all Chinese-American group
was the 14th Air Service Group in the China-
Burma-India Theater which enabled exten-
sive and effective operations against the
Japanese military in China;
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(12) Chinese Americans are widely ac-
knowledged for their role in the 14th Air
Force, widely known as the Flying Tigers;

(13) Chinese Americans assigned to the
China-Burma-India Theater made trans-
oceanic journeys through hostile territories
and were subject to enemy attack while at
sea and in the air;

(14) in the Pacific Theater, Chinese Ameri-
cans were in ground, air, and ocean combat
and support roles throughout the Pacific in-
cluding New Guinea, Guadalcanal, Solomon
Islands, Iwo Jima, OKkinawa, Philippines,
Mariana Islands, and Aleutian Islands;

(15) throughout the Pacific and China-
Burma-India theaters, Chinese Americans
performed vital functions in translating, co-
ordinating Nationalist Chinese and United
States combat operations, servicing and re-
pairing aircraft and armaments, training Na-
tionalist Chinese troops and sailors, deliv-
ering medical care, providing signal and
communication support, gathering and ana-
lyzing intelligence, participating in ground
and air combat, and securing and delivering
supplies;

(16) Chinese Americans also served in com-
bat and support roles in the European and
African theaters, serving in North Africa,
Sicily, Italy, the Normandy D-Day invasion,
which liberated Western Europe, and the
Battle of the Bulge, occupying Western Ger-
many while helping to liberate Central Eu-
rope;

(17) Chinese Americans flew bomber mis-
sions, served in infantry units and combat
ships in the Battle of the Atlantic, including
aboard Merchant Marines convoys vulner-
able to submarine and air attacks;

(18) many Chinese-American women served
in the Women’s Army Corps, the Army Air
Forces, and the United States Naval Reserve
Women’s Reserve, and some became pilots,
air traffic controllers, flight trainers, weath-
er forecasters, occupational therapists, and
nurses;

(19) Captain Francis B. Wai is the only Chi-
nese American who served in World War II to
have been awarded the Medal of Honor, the
highest military award given by the United
States

(20) Chinese Americans also earned Combat
Infantry Badges, Purple Hearts, Bronze
Stars, Silver Stars, Distinguished Service
Cross, and Distinguished Flying Cross;

(21) units of the Armed Forces with Chi-
nese Americans were also awarded unit cita-
tions for valor and bravery;

(22) the United States remains forever in-
debted to the bravery, valor, and dedication
that the Chinese-American Veterans of
World War II displayed; and

(23) the commitment and sacrifice of Chi-
nese Americans demonstrates a highly un-
common and commendable sense of patriot-
ism and honor in the face of discrimination.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘Chinese-American Veterans
of World II” includes individuals of Chinese
ancestry who served—

(A) honorably at any time during the pe-
riod December 7, 1941, and ending December
31, 1946; and

(B) in an active duty status under the com-
mand of the Armed Forces; and

(2) the term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of the Treasury.

SEC. 4. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The President Pro
Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives shall make ap-
propriate arrangements for the award, on be-
half of Congress, of a single gold medal of ap-
propriate design to the Chinese-American
Veterans of World War II, in recognition of
their dedicated service during World War II.
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