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approved May 6, 1882 (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882’’) (22 
Stat. 58, chapter 126), was the first Federal 
law that broadly restricted immigration and 
a specific nationality, making it illegal for 
Chinese laborers to immigrate to the United 
States and limiting the Chinese population 
in the United States for over 60 years; 

(4) major court decisions such as the deci-
sions in Lum v. Rice, 275 U.S. 78 (1927), and 
People v. Hall, 4 Cal. 399 (1854), found ‘‘yel-
low’’ races to be equal to African Americans 
with regard to ‘‘separate but equal’’ school 
facilities, and prohibited Chinese Americans, 
along with ‘‘Black, mulatto, or Indian’’ per-
sons, from testifying against White men; 

(5) Chinese Americans were harassed, beat-
en, and murdered because of their ethnicity, 
including the Chinese Massacre of 1871, 
where 17 Chinese immigrants in Los Angeles, 
California, were tortured and murdered, the 
Rock Springs Massacre of 1885 where White 
rioters killed 28 Chinese miners and burned 
75 of their homes in Rock Springs, Wyoming, 
and the Hells Canyon Massacre of 1887 where 
34 Chinese gold miners were ambushed and 
murdered in Hells Canyon, Oregon; 

(6) there were only 78,000 Chinese Ameri-
cans living on the United States mainland, 
with 29,000 living in Hawaii, at the start of 
World War II as result of Federal and State 
legislation and judicial decisions; 

(7) despite the anti-Chinese discrimination 
at the time, as many as 20,000 Chinese Amer-
icans served in the Armed Forces during 
World War II, of whom, approximately 40 
percent were not United States citizens due 
to the laws that denied citizenship to per-
sons of Chinese descent; 

(8) Chinese Americans, although small in 
numbers, made important contributions to 
the World War II effort; 

(9) of the total Chinese Americans serving, 
approximately 25 percent served in the 
United States Army Air Force, with some 
sent to the China-Burma-India Theater with 
the 14th Air Service Group; 

(10) the remainder of Chinese Americans 
who served in World War II served in all 
branches of the Armed Forces in all 4 thea-
ters of war; 

(11) the first all Chinese-American group 
was the 14th Air Service Group in the China- 
Burma-India Theater which enabled exten-
sive and effective operations against the 
Japanese military in China; 

(12) Chinese Americans are widely ac-
knowledged for their role in the 14th Air 
Force, widely known as the Flying Tigers; 

(13) Chinese Americans assigned to the 
China-Burma-India Theater made trans-
oceanic journeys through hostile territories 
and were subject to enemy attack while at 
sea and in the air; 

(14) in the Pacific Theater, Chinese Ameri-
cans were in ground, air, and ocean combat 
and support roles throughout the Pacific in-
cluding New Guinea, Guadalcanal, Solomon 
Islands, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Philippines, 
Mariana Islands, and Aleutian Islands; 

(15) throughout the Pacific and China- 
Burma-India theaters, Chinese Americans 
performed vital functions in translating, co-
ordinating Nationalist Chinese and United 
States combat operations, servicing and re-
pairing aircraft and armaments, training Na-
tionalist Chinese troops and sailors, deliv-
ering medical care, providing signal and 
communication support, gathering and ana-
lyzing intelligence, participating in ground 
and air combat, and securing and delivering 
supplies; 

(16) Chinese Americans also served in com-
bat and support roles in the European and 
African theaters, serving in North Africa, 
Sicily, Italy, the Normandy D–Day invasion, 
which liberated Western Europe, and the 
Battle of the Bulge, occupying Western Ger-

many while helping to liberate Central Eu-
rope; 

(17) Chinese Americans flew bomber mis-
sions, served in infantry units and combat 
ships in the Battle of the Atlantic, including 
aboard Merchant Marines convoys vulner-
able to submarine and air attacks; 

(18) many Chinese-American women served 
in the Women’s Army Corps, the Army Air 
Forces, and the United States Naval Reserve 
Women’s Reserve, and some became pilots, 
air traffic controllers, flight trainers, weath-
er forecasters, occupational therapists, and 
nurses; 

(19) Captain Francis B. Wai is the only Chi-
nese American who served in World War II to 
have been awarded the Medal of Honor, the 
highest military award given by the United 
States 

(20) Chinese Americans also earned Combat 
Infantry Badges, Purple Hearts, Bronze 
Stars, Silver Stars, Distinguished Service 
Cross, and Distinguished Flying Cross; 

(21) units of the Armed Forces with Chi-
nese Americans were also awarded unit cita-
tions for valor and bravery; 

(22) the United States remains forever in-
debted to the bravery, valor, and dedication 
that the Chinese-American Veterans of 
World War II displayed; and 

(23) the commitment and sacrifice of Chi-
nese Americans demonstrates a highly un-
common and commendable sense of patriot-
ism and honor in the face of discrimination. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act— 
(1) the term ‘‘Chinese-American Veterans 

of World II’’ includes individuals of Chinese 
ancestry who served— 

(A) honorably at any time during the pe-
riod December 7, 1941, and ending December 
31, 1946; and 

(B) in an active duty status under the com-
mand of the Armed Forces; and 

(2) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of the Treasury. 
SEC. 4. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives shall make ap-
propriate arrangements for the award, on be-
half of Congress, of a single gold medal of ap-
propriate design to the Chinese-American 
Veterans of World War II, in recognition of 
their dedicated service during World War II. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the pur-
poses of the award referred to in subsection 
(a), the Secretary shall strike the gold medal 
with suitable emblems, devices, and inscrip-
tions to be determined by the Secretary. 

(c) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of 

the gold medal in honor of the Chinese- 
American Veterans of World War II, the gold 
medal shall be given to the Smithsonian In-
stitution, where it shall be available for dis-
play as appropriate and made available for 
research. 

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution 
should make the gold medal received under 
paragraph (1) available for display elsewhere, 
particularly at other locations associated 
with the Chinese-American Veterans of 
World II or with World War II. 

(d) DUPLICATE MEDALS.—Under regulations 
that the Secretary may promulgate, the Sec-
retary may strike and sell duplicates in 
bronze of the gold medal struck under this 
Act, at a price sufficient to cover the cost of 
the medals, including labor, materials, dies, 
use of machinery, and overhead expenses. 
SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDAL. 

(a) NATIONAL MEDAL.—The gold medal 
struck under this Act shall be a national 
medal for the purposes of chapter 51 of title 
31, Unites States Code. 

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purpose of sec-
tion 5134 of title 31, United States Code, all 
medals struck under this Act shall be consid-
ered to be numismatic items. 

SA 4016. Mr. FLAKE (for Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 3029, to revise and extend the 
Prematurity Research Expansion and 
Education for Mothers who deliver In-
fants Early Act (PREEMIE Act); as fol-
lows: 

On page 16, line 22, insert ‘‘, in collabora-
tion with other departments, as appro-
priate,’’ after ‘‘Services’’. 

Beginning on page 16, line 24, strike ‘‘with-
in’’ and all that follows through ‘‘Services’’ 
on page 17, line 1. 

On page 17, line 11, insert ‘‘, and, as appli-
cable, those in other departments,’’ after 
‘‘Services’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I have a 
request for one committee to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. It 
has the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, September 12, 2018, at 
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled, 
‘‘Countering Russia: Assessing New 
Tools.’’ 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern 
Sam Satterfield have privileges of the 
floor for the balance of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
Boy Scouts shouldn’t get a merit badge 
for telling the truth, and Senators 
shouldn’t get an award for passing an 
appropriations bill, because that is 
what we are supposed to do. But it is 
worth noting that for the first time in 
at least 10 years, these appropriations 
bills that we just passed are on time 
and within the budget Congress has set. 

With this vote today, we are moving 
toward restoring the practice of reg-
ular order in the Senate from start to 
finish. This is what the right way 
means: hearings—we held three. Mark 
up the bills—all 12 bills are completed 
before the Fourth of July recess. Con-
sult with other Senators—in the case 
of the Energy and Water appropria-
tions bills, 87 Senators, we believe, had 
their wishes reflected in our bill. Floor 
debate, amendment votes, then a con-
ference committee, and then we had 
the vote today. 
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I look forward to President Trump 

signing these appropriations bills into 
law. They will help to keep our country 
first in science, technology, and super-
computing, and they will build the 
ports and waterways that create jobs. 

This bill supports funding for several 
important agencies, including the 
Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, the National Nuclear 
Security Administration, the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, the Bureau of 
Reclamation, and regional commis-
sions, including the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission and the Delta Re-
gional Authority. 

The amount of funding in the bill is 
also consistent with spending caps 
agreed to as part of the bipartisan 
budget agreement. It sets priorities 
while reducing unnecessary spending. 

Let me start with the Army Corps of 
Engineers, which affects the lives of al-
most every American. Based upon the 
appropriations request we received, 
this is the most popular agency in the 
budget. The Corps maintains our in-
land waterways; it deepens and keeps 
our ports open; it looks after our rec-
reational waters and lands; it manages 
our rivers to prevent flooding; its dams 
provide emission-free, renewable hy-
droelectric energy. The bill restores 
$2.3 billion that was cut from the Presi-
dent’s budget request, bringing the 
Corps’ budget up to $6.999 billion—a 
new record level of funding in a regular 
appropriations bill. 

For the fifth consecutive year, the 
bill makes full use of the Inland Water-
ways Trust Fund revenues for water in-
frastructure projects, including up to 
$117.7 million to continue construction 
of Chickamauga Lock in Chattanooga 
and $2.125 million for dredging at Mem-
phis Harbor McKellar Lake. 

The bill also provides funding that 
exceeds the Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund, a spending target established by 
the Water Resources and Development 
Act of 2014. This is the fifth consecu-
tive year that the bill has met or ex-
ceeded the Harbor Maintenance Trust 
Fund spending targets, which is nec-
essary to adequately fund our Nation’s 
harbors, including Mobile Harbor in 
Alabama, Savannah Harbor in Georgia, 
Long Beach Harbor in California, and 
many others across the country. 

For the Department of Energy, for 
the fourth consecutive year, we have 
included record funding levels in a reg-
ular appropriations bill for the fol-
lowing activities: No. 1, for the Depart-
ment’s Office of Science. This is the 
Nation’s largest support of research in 
the physical sciences. It is funded at 
$6.5 billion, a new record funding level. 
The Office of Science provides funding 
for our 17 national laboratories—I call 
them our secret weapons—including 
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. No 
other country has anything like them. 

Let’s take supercomputing. The bill 
provides a total of $1.6 billion for high 
performance computing, including $935 
million within the Office of Science 
and $723 million within the National 

Nuclear Security Administration. This 
includes $6.76 million to deliver at least 
one exascale machine in 2021 to re-
assert U.S. leadership in the critical 
area of supercomputing. 

This accomplishment is not the re-
sult of 1 year of funding, but of 10 years 
of bipartisan effort through three dif-
ferent administrations, Democrat and 
Republican, to try to make sure that 
the United States is first in the world 
in supercomputing. We continue to do 
that in this appropriations bill. 

Nuclear power is our best source of 
inexpensive, carbon-free baseload 
power. It is important for national se-
curity and competitiveness. Nuclear 
power provides 20 percent of our Na-
tion’s electricity and more than half of 
our carbon-free electricity. The Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, which 
oversees our 99 nuclear power reactors, 
is also funded in this bill. We wanted to 
make sure it is prepared to review ap-
plications for new reactors, particu-
larly small modular reactors and ad-
vanced reactors, and to extend the li-
censes of existing nuclear reactors, if it 
is the safe thing to do. 

The bill also provides $47 million for 
research and development at the De-
partment of Energy to support existing 
reactors, $27 million for the Consor-
tium for Advanced Simulation of Light 
Water Reactors, and $30 million for the 
Transformational Challenge Reactor. 

It advances efforts to clean up haz-
ardous materials at Cold War-era sites. 
The bill provides $7.2 billion to support 
cleanup efforts, which is $578 million 
above the President’s budget request. 

A key pillar of our national defense 
is a strong nuclear deterrent. That is 
in this appropriations bill, as well, in-
cluding $11.1 billion for weapons activi-
ties within the NNSA, including nearly 
$2 billion for six life extension pro-
grams, which fix or replace components 
in weapons systems to make sure they 
are safe and reliable. Congress must 
maintain a safe and effective nuclear 
weapons stockpile and keep big con-
struction projects on time and on budg-
et. 

I want to compliment Senator FEIN-
STEIN, of California, my partner on the 
Energy and Water Subcommittee. We 
worked hard together on all aspects of 
this bill, but especially on keeping 
those big construction projects on time 
and on budget. 

A principal reason the United States 
produces 24 percent of all the money in 
the world for just 5 percent of the peo-
ple in the world is the extraordinary 
concentration of brain power in the 
United States supported by Federal 
dollars through our National Labora-
tories, the National Institutes of 
Health, the National Science Founda-
tion, and other agencies. It is impor-
tant that the American people know 
that the Republican majority in Con-
gress worked together with Democrats 
to provide record levels of funding for 
science, research, and technology. 

I would state to all of those who 
might not have noticed this quiet new 

development that Congress is funding 
science and research at record levels, 
and if we continue to do so, we will 
make America more competitive and 
help spur innovation and create good- 
paying jobs. 

A lot of hard work went into these 
negotiations over the last several 
months. Our staff members have 
worked over weekends and over vaca-
tions to make that happen, including 
the last few days. On my staff were 
Tyler Owens, Adam DeMella, Meyer 
Seligman, Jen Armstrong, Molly 
Marsh, and Rachel Littleton; on Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN’s staff, Doug Clapp, 
Chris Hanson, Samantha Nelson; and 
on Senator SHELBY’s staff, Shannon 
Hines, Jonathan Graffeo, and David 
Adkins. I am deeply grateful to them 
for their professionalism and their bi-
partisan work. 

f 

OPIOID LEGISLATION 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
now I would like to say a word about 
legislation that the majority leader, 
Senator MCCONNELL, has described as 
landmark legislation, which I expect 
the Senate to move to early next week, 
and that is the legislation dealing with 
the most serious public health epi-
demic in America today, the opioid cri-
sis. 

We will be voting on the Opioid Crisis 
Response Act. This landmark legisla-
tion is the work of five different com-
mittees in the Senate. More than 70 
Senators—half Republican, half Demo-
crat—have provisions in this bill. 

A big bill is hard to talk about, so let 
me just mention 10 key provisions: 
first, Senator PORTMAN’s STOP Act to 
stop illegal drugs, including fentanyl, 
at the border coming through the mail; 
second, new nonaddictive painkillers, 
research and fast-track. I call this the 
holy grail of the opioids crisis because 
100 million Americans hurt. They have 
pain; 25 million have chronic pain. 
They need help, and we need new non-
addictive treatments to help them. 
Blister packs for opioids, such as a 3 to 
5 days’ supply—we authorized the FDA 
to require manufacturers to do that. 
More medication-assisted treatment, 
preventing doctor shopping by improv-
ing State prescription drug monitoring 
programs, and more behavioral and 
mental health providers. No. 7, support 
for comprehensive opioid recovery cen-
ters; No. 8, help for babies born in 
opioid withdrawal; No. 9, help for 
mothers with opioid use disorders, ad-
dicted to opioids; and No. 10, more 
early intervention with vulnerable 
children who have experienced trauma. 
Those are 10 of the 70 provisions that 
change the authorizing law, but in ad-
dition to that, we have placed unprece-
dented amounts of Federal dollars to-
ward the opioid crisis. 

In March, in the omnibus bill, Con-
gress and the President directed $4.7 
billion toward the opioid crisis. Tomor-
row, the conference committee consid-
ering the Labor, Health, and Human 
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