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(A) the community-based services are ap-
propriate;

(B) the affected person does not oppose
receiving the community-based services;
and

(C) the community-based services can be
reasonably accommodated after the com-
munity has taken into account the re-
sources available to the State and the
needs of other individuals with disabilities
in the State; and
Whereas, in 2018, the majority of direct

support professionals are employed in home-
and community-based settings and that
trend will increase over the next decade:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 9, 2018, as ‘‘National Direct Support
Professionals Recognition Week™’;

(2) recognizes the dedication and vital role
of direct support professionals in enhancing
the lives of individuals with disabilities of
all ages;

(3) appreciates the contribution of direct
support professionals in supporting individ-
uals with disabilities and their families in
the United States;

(4) commends direct support professionals
for being integral to the provision of long-
term support and services for individuals
with disabilities;

(5) encourages the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics of the Department of Labor to collect
data specific to direct support professionals;
and

(6) finds that the successful implementa-
tion of the public policies affecting individ-
uals with disabilities in the United States
depends on the dedication of direct support
professionals.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today with my colleagues Senators
CoLLINS, KING, BROWN, MARKEY, MUR-
PHY, MENENDEZ, WARREN, KLOBUCHAR,
BLUMENTHAL, HASSAN, JONES, VAN HOL-
LEN, CASEY, BALDWIN, and DONNELLY to
recognize the week beginning Sep-
tember 9th, 2018 as National Direct
Support Professionals Recognition
Week. Direct Support Professionals are
an invaluable part of our Nation’s
health care system, caring for the most
vulnerable Americans, including the
chronically ill, seniors, and those liv-
ing with a disability. With the help of
Direct Support Professionals, these in-
dividuals can perform daily activities
that many people take for granted,
such as eating, bathing, dressing, and
leaving the house. The work of Direct
Support Professionals ensures that
these individuals can be active partici-
pants in their communities.

Let me share with you the experience
of Euricka Stevens, a direct support
professional who was recognized this
year for her incredible work and dedi-
cation when she was given Maryland’s
Direct Support Professional, DSP, of
the Year Award by the American Net-
work of Community Options and Re-
sources, ANCOR. It was said of Euricka
that she, ‘‘doesn’t see limitations or
disabilities. She sees a person for their
distinctive collection of traits and
strengths and frailties and meets them
there. She listens to the person and has
an uncanny knack for unearthing what
makes them remarkable.”

For example, there was an instance
where a non-verbal individual was ex-
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periencing distress. Euricka was able
to patiently determine that he was
bothered by noise and calmed by sit-
ting in a recliner. Because of her ef-
forts, this individual is now able to
participate in the life of the center,
and have his needs taken care of if he
is showing signs of discomfort.

As Euricka’s story demonstrates, the
job of a direct support professional is
not easy. The hours are often long, and
the wages are low. The job can be phys-
ically laborious, as well as emotionally
draining. The reward for direct support
professionals, however, is that they are
able to improve the lives of individuals
with disabilities and help fulfill the
promise of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act by making it possible for
these Americans to participate in their
communities to the fullest extent pos-
sible.

In our Nation, we are incredibly for-
tunate to have millions of service-ori-
ented individuals who are willing to
rise to the task of becoming a Direct
Support Professional. According to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the em-
ployment of DSPs is projected to grow
by an average of 26 percent from 2014 to
2024, compared to a 7 percent average
growth rate for all occupations during
that period. Unfortunately, direct sup-
port professionals are often forced to
leave the jobs they love due to low
wages and excessive, difficult, work
hours. Many Direct Support Profes-
sionals rely on public benefits, and
some must work multiple jobs in order
to provide for themselves and their
families. Now, more than ever, it is im-
perative that we work to ensure that
these hard-working individuals have
the income and emotional support they
need and deserve.

I urge my colleagues to join me and
Senators COLLINS, KING, BROWN, MAR-
KEY, MURPHY, MENENDEZ, WARREN,
KLOBUCHAR, BLUMENTHAL, HASSAN,
JONES, VAN HOLLEN, CASEY, BALDWIN,
and DONNELLY in expressing our appre-
ciation for the critically important
work of our country’s Direct Support
Professionals, in thanking them for
their commitment and dedication, and
in supporting the resolution desig-
nating the week beginning September
9, 2018, as National Direct Support Pro-
fessionals Recognition Week.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 626—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2018 AS
“NATIONAL VOTING RIGHTS
MONTH”

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. UDALL, Mr.
CoONS, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. BROWN, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CARPER, Ms. SMITH,
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. RES. 626

Whereas voting is one of the single most
important rights that can be exercised in a
democracy;
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Whereas over the course of history, various
voter suppression laws in the United States
have hindered, and even prohibited, certain
individuals and groups from exercising the
right to vote;

Whereas during the 19th and early 20th
centuries, Native Americans and people who
were born to United States citizens abroad,
people who spoke a language other than
English, and people who were formerly sub-
jected to slavery were denied full citizenship
and prevented from voting by English lit-
eracy tests;

Whereas from 1954 to 1968, minority groups
such as African Americans in the South suf-
fered from the oppressive effects of Jim Crow
laws designed to prevent political, economic,
and social mobility;

Whereas African Americans, Latinos,
Asian Americans, Native Americans, and
other underrepresented voters were subject
to violence at polling stations, poll taxes,
literacy tests, all-White primaries, property
ownership tests, grandfather clauses, voter
roll purges, and laws that prevented former
prisoners from voting;

Whereas Congress passed the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq.) to
protect the rights of African Americans and
other traditionally disenfranchised groups to
vote;

Whereas in 2013, the Supreme Court invali-
dated section 4 of the Voting Rights Act of
1965, dismantling the preclearance formula
provision in that Act that protected voters
in States that historically have suppressed
the right of minorities to vote;

Whereas, since the invalidation of the
preclearance formula provisions of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, gerrymandered dis-
tricts in many States have gone unchal-
lenged or have become less likely to be in-
validated by the courts;

Whereas gerrymandering has a discrimina-
tory impact on traditionally disenfranchised
minorities, including by—

(1) diluting the voting power of minorities
across many districts (known as ‘‘crack-
ing”’); and

(2) concentrating the voting power of mi-
norities in 1 district to reduce the voting
power of minorities in other districts (known
as ‘‘packing”’);

Whereas the courts have found that the
congressional and, in some cases, State leg-
islative district maps, in Texas, North Caro-
lina, Florida, and Wisconsin were gerry-
mandered with the intent of interfering with
the constitutional right to vote;

Whereas the decision of the Supreme Court
of the United States in Shelby County v.
Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013), calls on Congress
to fix the formula in the Voting Rights Act
of 1965;

Whereas some form of a restrictive voting
law has been instituted in 33 States since
2013;

Whereas restrictive voting laws have re-
sulted in cutbacks in early voting, voter roll
purges, placement of faulty equipment in mi-
nority communities, a requirement of photo
identification, the procurement of which
amounts to a modern day poll tax, and the
elimination of same-day registration;

Whereas more than 80,000,000 minority, el-
derly, poor, and disabled voters could be
disenfranchised by restrictive voting laws;

Whereas in 2016, discriminatory laws in
North Carolina, Wisconsin, North Dakota,
and Texas have been ruled unconstitutional
and overturned by the courts;

Whereas there are local elected officials
who refuse to adhere to Federal court deci-
sions that have struck down suppressive vot-
ing laws instituted since Shelby County v.
Holder;
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Whereas there is much more work to be
done to ensure all citizens of the United
States have the right to vote;

Whereas ‘‘National Voter
Day’”’ is September 25; and

Whereas the month of September is an ap-
propriate month to designate as ‘‘National
Voting Rights Month’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of September
2018 as ‘“National Voting Rights Month’’;

(2) encourages all people in the United
States to uphold the right of every citizen to
exercise the sacred and fundamental right to
vote; and

(3) to further the mission of allowing all
citizens to vote, supports the following ac-
tions:

(A) The development by public schools and
universities of an academic curriculum that
educates students about—

(i) the importance of voting, how to reg-
ister to vote, where to vote, and the different
forms of voting;

(ii) the history of voter suppression in the
United States before the passage of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et
seq.);

(iii) current issues relating to laws passed
after 1965 that restrict the right to vote; and

(iv) the actions taken by State and Federal
Government officials since passage of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965 that have created
barriers to the exercise of the right to vote.

(B) During the month of September, the
issuance of a special Fannie Lou Hamer
stamp by the Postmaster General of the
United States Postal Service to remind peo-
ple in the United States that ordinary citi-
zens risked their lives, marched, and partici-
pated in the great democracy of the United
States so that all citizens would have the
fundamental right to vote.

(C) The allocation of requisite funds by
Congress for public service announcements—

(i) to remind people in the United States
when elections are being held and urge peo-
ple to vote; and

(ii) through various forms of media, includ-
ing television, radio, newspapers, magazines,
social media, billboards, and buses.

(D) The passage of legislation by Congress
to allow any citizen to be automatically reg-
istered to vote in Federal elections when
that citizen reaches the age of 18 years.

Registration

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 627—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2018 AS
“NATIONAL SPINAL CORD IN-
JURY AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. NEL-
SON) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 627

Whereas more than 288,000 individuals in
the United States live with spinal cord inju-
ries, which cost society billions of dollars in
health care costs and lost wages;

Whereas there are approximately 17,700
new spinal cord injuries in the United States
each year;

Whereas more than 42,000 victims of spinal
cord injuries are veterans who suffered a spi-
nal cord injury while serving in the Armed
Forces;

Whereas motor vehicle accidents are the
leading cause of spinal cord injuries and the
third leading cause of traumatic brain inju-
ries;

Whereas more than 50 percent of all spinal
cord injuries to children under the age of 18
occur as a result of motor vehicle accidents;

Whereas there is an urgent need to develop
new neuroprotection, pharmacological, and
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regeneration treatments to reduce, prevent,
and reverse paralysis; and

Whereas increased education and invest-
ment in research are key factors in improv-
ing outcomes for victims of spinal cord inju-
ries, improving the quality of life of victims
of spinal cord injuries, and ultimately curing
paralysis: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2018 as ‘‘National
Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month’’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments, therapies, and a cure for
spinal cord injuries;

(4) supports clinical trials for new thera-
pies that offer promise and hope to individ-
uals living with paralysis; and

(5) commends the dedication of national,
regional, and local organizations, research-
ers, doctors, volunteers, and people across
the United States that are working to im-
prove the quality of life of individuals living
with spinal cord injuries and their families.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 628—TO AU-

THORIZE DOCUMENT PRODUC-
TION BY THE SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE IN
UNITED STATES V. PAUL J.
MANAFORT, JR. (D.D.C.)

Mr. McCONNELL (for himself and
Mr. SCHUMER) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 628

Whereas, the prosecution in United States v.
Paul J. Manafort, Jr., Cr. No. 17-201, currently
pending in the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia, has requested a
copy of a transcript of an interview of W.
Samuel Patten conducted by the Select
Committee on Intelligence;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
can, by administrative or judicial process, be
taken from such control or possession but by
permission of the Senate;

Whereas, when it appears that documents,
papers, and records under the control or in
the possession of the Senate may promote
the administration of justice, the Senate will
take such action as will promote the ends of
justice consistent with the privileges of the
Senate: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Chairman and Vice
Chairman of the Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence, acting jointly, are author-
ized to provide to the prosecution in United
States v. Paul J. Manafort, Jr., under appro-
priate security procedures, a copy of the
transcript of the Committee’s interview of
W. Samuel Patten and exhibits referenced in
the interview.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
behalf of myself and the distinguished
Democratic leader, Mr. SCHUMER, I
send to the desk a resolution on docu-
mentary production by the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, and ask for its
immediate consideration.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Select Committee on Intelligence has
received a request from the Depart-
ment of Justice in a pending criminal
case against Paul J. Manafort, Jr., for
a copy of a transcript of an interview
that the Committee staff conducted of
a witness named W. Samuel Patten in
January 2018.
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In response to this request, this reso-
lution would authorize the Chairman
and Vice Chairman of the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, acting jointly,
to provide a copy of the interview tran-
script, under appropriate security pro-
cedures, to the prosecution, which in-
tends to share it with the defense
under a protective order entered in the
case.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 46—DIRECTING THE CLERK
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES TO MAKE A CORRECTION
IN THE ENROLLMENT OF H.R.
5895

Mr. SHELBY submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was con-
sidered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 46

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That, in the enroll-
ment of the bill H.R. 5895, the Clerk of the
House of Representatives shall make the fol-
lowing correction to the title so as to read:
“Making consolidated appropriations for En-
ergy and Water Development, the Legisla-
tive Branch, Military Construction, Veterans
Affairs, and Related Agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019, and for other
purposes.”.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 4015. Mr. FLAKE (for Ms. DUCKWORTH)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1050, to
award a Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the Chinese-American Veterans of
World War II, in recognition of their dedi-
cated service during World War II.

SA 4016. Mr. FLAKE (for Mr. ALEXANDER)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 3029, to
revise and extend the Prematurity Research
Expansion and Education for Mothers who
deliver Infants Early Act (PREEMIE Act).

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS
SA 4015. Mr. FLAKE (for Ms.

DUCKWORTH) proposed an amendment
to the bill S. 1050, to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the
Chinese-American Veterans of World
War II, in recognition of their dedi-
cated service during World War II; as
follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Chinese-
American World War II Veteran Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) Chinese Americans served the United
States in every conflict since the Civil War,
and distinguished themselves in World War
II, serving in every theater of war and every
branch of service, earning citations for their
heroism and honorable service, including the
Medal of Honor;

(2) Chinese nationals and Chinese Ameri-
cans faced institutional discrimination in
the United States since before World War II,
limiting the size of their population and
their ability to build thriving communities
in the United States;

(3) the Act entitled ‘“‘An Act to execute cer-
tain treaty stipulations relating to Chinese’’,
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