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(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3151, a bill to secure the rights of 
public employees to organize, act 
concertedly, and bargain collectively, 
which safeguard the public interest and 
promote the free and unobstructed flow 
of commerce, and for other purposes. 

S. 3170 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3170, a bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to make certain changes 
to the reporting requirement of certain 
service providers regarding child sex-
ual exploitation visual depictions, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3178 

At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3178, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to specify 
lynching as a deprivation of civil 
rights, and for other purposes. 

S. 3247 

At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3247, a bill to improve programs and ac-
tivities relating to women’s entrepre-
neurship and economic empowerment 
that are carried out by the United 
States Agency for International Devel-
opment, and for other purposes. 

S. 3257 

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the 
names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Senator 
from Iowa (Mrs. ERNST), the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the 
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), 
the Senator from Maine (Mr. KING) and 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS) were added as cosponsors of S. 
3257, a bill to impose sanctions on for-
eign persons responsible for serious 
violations of international law regard-
ing the protection of civilians during 
armed conflict, and for other purposes. 

S. 3290 

At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 
names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3290, a bill to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to 
mint coins in commemoration of the 
centennial of the establishment of the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

S. 3298 

At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3298, a bill to extend the au-
thority of the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial Fund, Inc., to establish a visitor 
center for the Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial. 

S. 3321 

At the request of Mr. COONS, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3321, a bill to award Congressional 

Gold Medals to Katherine Johnson and 
Dr. Christine Darden and to post-
humously award Congressional Gold 
Medals to Dorothy Vaughan and Mary 
Jackson in recognition of their con-
tributions to the success of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration during the Space Race. 

S. 3352 
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3352, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Transportation to issue regu-
lations relating to commercial motor 
vehicle drivers under the age of 21, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3354 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3354, a bill to amend the Missing Chil-
dren’s Assistance Act, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3419 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3419, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to extend authorities re-
lating to homeless veterans, and for 
other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 7 
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 7, a concurrent reso-
lution expressing the sense of Congress 
that tax-exempt fraternal benefit soci-
eties have historically provided and 
continue to provide critical benefits to 
the people and communities of the 
United States. 

S. RES. 481 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 481, a resolution calling upon the 
leadership of the Government of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
to dismantle its labor camp system, 
and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 610 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. Res. 610, a resolution 
urging the release of information re-
garding the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks upon the United States. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 625—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2018, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL DIRECT SUPPORT PRO-
FESSIONALS RECOGNITION 
WEEK’’ 

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. KING, Mr. BROWN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 
WARREN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. JONES, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. BALD-

WIN, and Mr. DONNELLY) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 625 

Whereas direct support professionals, in-
cluding direct care workers, personal assist-
ants, personal attendants, in-home support 
workers, and paraprofessionals, are key to 
providing publicly funded, long-term support 
and services for millions of individuals with 
disabilities; 

Whereas direct support professionals pro-
vide essential support that ensures that indi-
viduals with disabilities are— 

(1) included as a valued part of the commu-
nity of the individual; 

(2) supported at home, at work, and in the 
communities of the United States; and 

(3) empowered to live with the dignity that 
all people of the United States deserve; 

Whereas all communities have a stake in 
ensuring that individuals with disabilities 
thrive through the connections of the indi-
viduals to their families, friends, and com-
munities, fostered by the direct support pro-
fessionals of those individuals, so as to avoid 
more costly institutional care; 

Whereas direct support professionals sup-
port individuals with disabilities by helping 
those individuals make person-centered 
choices that lead to meaningful, productive 
lives; 

Whereas direct support professionals must 
build close, respectful, and trusting relation-
ships with individuals with disabilities; 

Whereas direct support professionals pro-
vide a broad range of individualized support 
to individuals with disabilities, including— 

(1) assisting with the preparation of meals; 
(2) helping with medication; 
(3) assisting with bathing, dressing, and 

other aspects of daily living; 
(4) assisting with access to the environ-

ment of the individuals; 
(5) providing transportation to school, 

work, religious, and recreational activities; 
and 

(6) helping with general daily affairs, such 
as assisting with financial matters, medical 
appointments, and personal interests; 

Whereas there is a documented critical and 
increasing shortage of direct support profes-
sionals throughout the United States; 

Whereas direct support professionals are a 
critical element in supporting— 

(1) individuals who are receiving health 
care services for severe chronic health condi-
tions and individuals with functional limita-
tions; and 

(2) the successful transition of individuals 
from medical events to post-acute care and 
long-term support and services; 

Whereas many direct support professionals 
are the primary financial providers for their 
families; 

Whereas direct support professionals are 
hardworking, taxpaying citizens who provide 
an important service to people with disabil-
ities in the United States, yet many con-
tinue to earn low wages, receive inadequate 
benefits, and have limited opportunities for 
advancement, resulting in high turnover and 
vacancy rates that adversely affect the qual-
ity of support, safety, and health of individ-
uals with disabilities; 

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in Olmstead v. L.C. by Zimring, 527 
U.S. 581 (June 22, 1999)— 

(1) recognized the importance of the dein-
stitutionalization of, and community-based 
services for, individuals with disabilities; 
and 

(2) held that, under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S. 12101 et seq.), 
a State must provide community-based serv-
ices to persons with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities if— 
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(A) the community-based services are ap-

propriate; 
(B) the affected person does not oppose 

receiving the community-based services; 
and 

(C) the community-based services can be 
reasonably accommodated after the com-
munity has taken into account the re-
sources available to the State and the 
needs of other individuals with disabilities 
in the State; and 
Whereas, in 2018, the majority of direct 

support professionals are employed in home- 
and community-based settings and that 
trend will increase over the next decade: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning Sep-

tember 9, 2018, as ‘‘National Direct Support 
Professionals Recognition Week’’; 

(2) recognizes the dedication and vital role 
of direct support professionals in enhancing 
the lives of individuals with disabilities of 
all ages; 

(3) appreciates the contribution of direct 
support professionals in supporting individ-
uals with disabilities and their families in 
the United States; 

(4) commends direct support professionals 
for being integral to the provision of long- 
term support and services for individuals 
with disabilities; 

(5) encourages the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics of the Department of Labor to collect 
data specific to direct support professionals; 
and 

(6) finds that the successful implementa-
tion of the public policies affecting individ-
uals with disabilities in the United States 
depends on the dedication of direct support 
professionals. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today with my colleagues Senators 
COLLINS, KING, BROWN, MARKEY, MUR-
PHY, MENENDEZ, WARREN, KLOBUCHAR, 
BLUMENTHAL, HASSAN, JONES, VAN HOL-
LEN, CASEY, BALDWIN, and DONNELLY to 
recognize the week beginning Sep-
tember 9th, 2018 as National Direct 
Support Professionals Recognition 
Week. Direct Support Professionals are 
an invaluable part of our Nation’s 
health care system, caring for the most 
vulnerable Americans, including the 
chronically ill, seniors, and those liv-
ing with a disability. With the help of 
Direct Support Professionals, these in-
dividuals can perform daily activities 
that many people take for granted, 
such as eating, bathing, dressing, and 
leaving the house. The work of Direct 
Support Professionals ensures that 
these individuals can be active partici-
pants in their communities. 

Let me share with you the experience 
of Euricka Stevens, a direct support 
professional who was recognized this 
year for her incredible work and dedi-
cation when she was given Maryland’s 
Direct Support Professional, DSP, of 
the Year Award by the American Net-
work of Community Options and Re-
sources, ANCOR. It was said of Euricka 
that she, ‘‘doesn’t see limitations or 
disabilities. She sees a person for their 
distinctive collection of traits and 
strengths and frailties and meets them 
there. She listens to the person and has 
an uncanny knack for unearthing what 
makes them remarkable.’’ 

For example, there was an instance 
where a non-verbal individual was ex-

periencing distress. Euricka was able 
to patiently determine that he was 
bothered by noise and calmed by sit-
ting in a recliner. Because of her ef-
forts, this individual is now able to 
participate in the life of the center, 
and have his needs taken care of if he 
is showing signs of discomfort. 

As Euricka’s story demonstrates, the 
job of a direct support professional is 
not easy. The hours are often long, and 
the wages are low. The job can be phys-
ically laborious, as well as emotionally 
draining. The reward for direct support 
professionals, however, is that they are 
able to improve the lives of individuals 
with disabilities and help fulfill the 
promise of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act by making it possible for 
these Americans to participate in their 
communities to the fullest extent pos-
sible. 

In our Nation, we are incredibly for-
tunate to have millions of service-ori-
ented individuals who are willing to 
rise to the task of becoming a Direct 
Support Professional. According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the em-
ployment of DSPs is projected to grow 
by an average of 26 percent from 2014 to 
2024, compared to a 7 percent average 
growth rate for all occupations during 
that period. Unfortunately, direct sup-
port professionals are often forced to 
leave the jobs they love due to low 
wages and excessive, difficult, work 
hours. Many Direct Support Profes-
sionals rely on public benefits, and 
some must work multiple jobs in order 
to provide for themselves and their 
families. Now, more than ever, it is im-
perative that we work to ensure that 
these hard-working individuals have 
the income and emotional support they 
need and deserve. 

I urge my colleagues to join me and 
Senators COLLINS, KING, BROWN, MAR-
KEY, MURPHY, MENENDEZ, WARREN, 
KLOBUCHAR, BLUMENTHAL, HASSAN, 
JONES, VAN HOLLEN, CASEY, BALDWIN, 
and DONNELLY in expressing our appre-
ciation for the critically important 
work of our country’s Direct Support 
Professionals, in thanking them for 
their commitment and dedication, and 
in supporting the resolution desig-
nating the week beginning September 
9, 2018, as National Direct Support Pro-
fessionals Recognition Week. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 626—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2018 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL VOTING RIGHTS 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mrs. MUR-

RAY, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. UDALL, Mr. 
COONS, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. BROWN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CARPER, Ms. SMITH, 
and Mr. BOOKER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration: 

S. RES. 626 

Whereas voting is one of the single most 
important rights that can be exercised in a 
democracy; 

Whereas over the course of history, various 
voter suppression laws in the United States 
have hindered, and even prohibited, certain 
individuals and groups from exercising the 
right to vote; 

Whereas during the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, Native Americans and people who 
were born to United States citizens abroad, 
people who spoke a language other than 
English, and people who were formerly sub-
jected to slavery were denied full citizenship 
and prevented from voting by English lit-
eracy tests; 

Whereas from 1954 to 1968, minority groups 
such as African Americans in the South suf-
fered from the oppressive effects of Jim Crow 
laws designed to prevent political, economic, 
and social mobility; 

Whereas African Americans, Latinos, 
Asian Americans, Native Americans, and 
other underrepresented voters were subject 
to violence at polling stations, poll taxes, 
literacy tests, all-White primaries, property 
ownership tests, grandfather clauses, voter 
roll purges, and laws that prevented former 
prisoners from voting; 

Whereas Congress passed the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10301 et seq.) to 
protect the rights of African Americans and 
other traditionally disenfranchised groups to 
vote; 

Whereas in 2013, the Supreme Court invali-
dated section 4 of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, dismantling the preclearance formula 
provision in that Act that protected voters 
in States that historically have suppressed 
the right of minorities to vote; 

Whereas, since the invalidation of the 
preclearance formula provisions of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, gerrymandered dis-
tricts in many States have gone unchal-
lenged or have become less likely to be in-
validated by the courts; 

Whereas gerrymandering has a discrimina-
tory impact on traditionally disenfranchised 
minorities, including by— 

(1) diluting the voting power of minorities 
across many districts (known as ‘‘crack-
ing’’); and 

(2) concentrating the voting power of mi-
norities in 1 district to reduce the voting 
power of minorities in other districts (known 
as ‘‘packing’’); 

Whereas the courts have found that the 
congressional and, in some cases, State leg-
islative district maps, in Texas, North Caro-
lina, Florida, and Wisconsin were gerry-
mandered with the intent of interfering with 
the constitutional right to vote; 

Whereas the decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States in Shelby County v. 
Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013), calls on Congress 
to fix the formula in the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965; 

Whereas some form of a restrictive voting 
law has been instituted in 33 States since 
2013; 

Whereas restrictive voting laws have re-
sulted in cutbacks in early voting, voter roll 
purges, placement of faulty equipment in mi-
nority communities, a requirement of photo 
identification, the procurement of which 
amounts to a modern day poll tax, and the 
elimination of same-day registration; 

Whereas more than 80,000,000 minority, el-
derly, poor, and disabled voters could be 
disenfranchised by restrictive voting laws; 

Whereas in 2016, discriminatory laws in 
North Carolina, Wisconsin, North Dakota, 
and Texas have been ruled unconstitutional 
and overturned by the courts; 

Whereas there are local elected officials 
who refuse to adhere to Federal court deci-
sions that have struck down suppressive vot-
ing laws instituted since Shelby County v. 
Holder; 
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