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Center in connection with memorial services
to be conducted in the rotunda of the Capitol
for the Honorable John Sidney McCain, III,
late a Senator from the State of Arizona.

S. Con. Res. 44. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the rotunda of the Cap-
itol for the lying in state of the remains of
the late Honorable John Sidney McCain, III.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 1 of the Library of
Congress Trust Fund Board Act (2
U.S.C. 154), and the order of the House
of January 3, 2017, the Speaker ap-
points the following individual on the
part of the House of Representatives to
the Library of Congress Trust Fund
Board for a 5-year term: Ms. Elizabeth
Beretta-Perik of Jamestown, Rhode Is-
land.

———

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, August 28, 2018, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bill:

S. 899. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to ensure that the requirements
that new Federal employees who are vet-
erans with service-connected disabilities are
provided leave for purposes of undergoing
medical treatment for such disabilities apply
to certain employees of the Veterans Health
Administration.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mrs.
SHAHEEN):

S. 3391. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to ex-
pand access to school-wide arts and music
programs, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr.
BOOKER, and Ms. HARRIS):

S. 3392. A bill to address maternal mor-
tality and morbidity; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself
and Mr. PORTMAN):

S. 3393. A bill to establish the Council on
Rural Community Innovation and Economic
Development; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
CARPER):

S. 3394. A bill to establish a national mer-
cury monitoring program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. HELLER:

S. 3395. A bill to promote veteran involve-
ment in STEM education, computer science,
and scientific research, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. CASEY, Mr. INHOFE, and
Mr. BOOZMAN):

S. 3396. A bill to establish an Intercountry
Adoption Advisory Committee, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

By Mr. HELLER:

S. 3397. A bill to promote conservation, im-

prove public land, and provide for sensible
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development in Douglas County, Nevada, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Ms.
HIRONO, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
PETERS):

S. 3398. A bill to require repayment of
wasteful agency spending, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr.
KENNEDY):

S. 3399. A bill to provide standards relating
to airline travel by Federal employees for of-
ficial business; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
WICKER):

S. 3400. A bill to address the threat to na-
tional security from illegal, unreported, and
unregulated fishing and associated illegal ac-
tivity, to prevent the illegal trade of seafood
and seafood products, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
ROUNDS):

S. 3401. A bill to provide minimum stand-
ards for transactions secured by a dwelling,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr.
DONNELLY):

S. 3402. A bill to designate the National
Airmail Museum at Smith Air Field in Fort
Wayne, Indiana; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 3403. A bill to authorize transitional
sheltering assistance for individuals who live
in areas with unhealthy air quality caused
by wildfires, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 3404. A bill to impose a moratorium on
large agribusiness, food and beverage manu-
facturing, and grocery retail mergers, and to
establish a commission to review large agri-
culture, food and beverage manufacturing,
and grocery retail mergers, concentration,
and market power; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs. McCAS-
KILL, Mr. TESTER, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr.
JONES, Mr. CARPER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. COONS, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. NELSON,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
BOOKER, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. REED, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HASSAN, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. MURPHY, and Mr. KING):

S.J. Res. 63. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Secretary of the Treasury,
Secretary of Labor, and Secretary of Health
and Human Services relating to ‘‘Short-
Term, Limited Duration Insurance’’ to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. NELSON (for himself and Mr.
BLUNT):

S. Res. 620. A resolution congratulating the

National Academy of Inventors on the mile-
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stone of achieving 200 member institutions;
considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 352

At the request of Mr. CORKER, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 352, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Master Ser-
geant Rodrick ‘‘Roddie’” Edmonds in
recognition of his heroic actions during
World War II.

S. 732

At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 732, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a refund-
able tax credit against income tax for
the purchase of qualified access tech-
nology for the blind.

S. 1086

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1086, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to remove the pro-
hibition on eligibility for TRICARE
Reserve Select of members of the re-
serve components of the Armed Forces
who are eligible to enroll in a health
benefits plan under chapter 89 of title
5, United States Code.

S. 2105

At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2105, a bill to modify the pre-
sumption of service connection for vet-
erans who were exposed to herbicide
agents while serving in the Armed
Forces in Thailand during the Vietnam
era, and for other purposes.

S. 2680

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2680, a bill to address the opioid
crisis.

S. 2823

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2823, a bill to modernize copyright
law, and for other purposes.

S. 3172

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOoOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3172, a bill to amend title 54,
United States Code, to establish, fund,
and provide for the use of amounts in a
National Park Service Legacy Restora-
tion Fund to address the maintenance
backlog of the National Park Service,
and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3172, supra.

S. 3225

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3225, a bill to ensure the humane
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treatment of pregnant women by rein-
stating the presumption of release and
prohibiting shackling, restraining, and
other inhumane treatment of pregnant
detainees.
S. 3254
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3254, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to establish criminal pen-
alties for unlawful payments for refer-
rals to recovery homes and clinical
treatment facilities.
S. 3349
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Nevada
(Mr. HELLER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3349, a bill to amend the Carl
Levin and Howard P. ‘“Buck’ McKeon
National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2015 to modify provisions
relating to the conveyance of certain
Federal land in Storey County, Nevada.
S. 3359
At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY) and the Senator
from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) were added
as cosponsors of S. 3359, a bill to post-
humously award a Congressional Gold
Medal to Aretha Franklin in recogni-
tion of her contributions of out-
standing artistic and historical signifi-
cance to culture in the United States.
S. 3381
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) and the Senator from
West Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3381, a bill to
encourage Federal agencies to expedi-
tiously enter into or amend coopera-
tive agreements with States for re-
moval and remedial actions to address
PFAS contamination in drinking, sur-
face, and ground water and land sur-
face and subsurface strata, and for
other purposes.
S. 3382
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TIiLLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3382, a bill to require the
Director of the United States Geologi-
cal Survey to perform a nationwide
survey of perfluorinated compounds,
and for other purposes.
S. 3388
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3388, a bill to amend the Health Insur-
ance Portability and Accountability
Act.
S. 3389
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3389, a bill to redesignate
a facility of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration.
S. RES. 481
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
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(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 481, a resolution calling
upon the leadership of the Government
of the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea to dismantle its labor camp sys-
tem, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 525
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 525, a resolution des-
ignating September 2018 as National
Democracy Month as a time to reflect
on the contributions of the system of
government of the United States to a
more free and stable world.
S. RES. 610
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Iowa
(Mr. GRASSLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 610, a resolution urging
the release of information regarding
the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks upon the United States.
S. RES. 612
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from North
Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 612, a resolution
designating September 2018 as ‘‘Na-
tional Child Awareness Month’’ to pro-
mote awareness of charities that ben-
efit children and youth-serving organi-
zations throughout the United States
and recognizing the efforts made by
those charities and organizations on
behalf of children and youth as critical
contributions to the future of the
United States.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. CARPER):

S. 3394. A Dbill to establish a national
mercury monitoring program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today
along with Senator CARPER, I am intro-
ducing the Comprehensive National
Mercury Monitoring Act. This bill
would ensure that we have accurate in-
formation about the extent of mercury
pollution in the United States.

A comprehensive national mercury
monitoring network is needed to pro-
tect human health, safeguard fisheries,
and track the effect of emissions reduc-
tions. This tracking is particularly im-
portant in light of increasing mercury
emissions from other countries, includ-
ing a substantial amount of mercury
emissions from China. Mercury can be
transported around the globe, meaning
emissions and releases can affect
human health and environment even in
remote locations.

The issue of mercury emissions is
growing in importance around the
world. In 2013, the United States was
the first Nation to join and sign the
Minamata Convention on Mercury, a
global agreement to reduce mercury
pollution. The Minamata Convention
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has been signed by more than 125 coun-
tries and raises the issue that mercury
poses a global threat to human health.
At present, scientists must rely on lim-
ited information to understand the
critical linkages between mercury
emissions and environmental response
and human health. Successful design,
implementation, and assessment of so-
lutions to the mercury pollution prob-
lem require comprehensive long-term
information. A system for collecting
such information, such as we have for
acid rain and other pollution, does not
currently exist for mercury—a much
more toxic pollutant.

Mercury is a potent neurotoxin of
significant ecological and public health
concern, especially for children and
pregnant women. It is estimated that
approximately 200,000 children born in
the U.S. per year are exposed to levels
of mercury in the womb that are high
enough to impair neurological develop-
ment. Mercury exposure has gone down
as U.S. mercury emissions have de-
clined; however, levels remain far too
high.

By accurately quantifying regional
and national changes in atmospheric
deposition, ecosystem contamination,
and bioaccumulation of mercury in fish
and wildlife in response to changes in
mercury emissions, a monitoring net-
work would help policy makers, sci-
entists, and the public to better under-
stand the sources, consequences, and
trends in mercury pollution in the
United States. We must have more
comprehensive information and we
must have it soon; otherwise, we risk
making misguided policy decisions.

Specifically, the Comprehensive Na-
tional Mercury Monitoring Act would:

Direct EPA, in conjunction with the
Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, National Park Service, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric As-
sociation, and other appropriate Fed-
eral agencies, to establish a national
mercury monitoring program to meas-
ure and monitor mercury levels in the
air and watersheds, water and soil
chemistry, and in marine, freshwater,
and terrestrial organisms across the
nation;

Establish a scientific advisory com-
mittee to advise on the establishment,
site selection, measurement, recording
protocols, and operations of the moni-
toring program;

Establish a centralized database for
existing and newly collected environ-
mental mercury data that can be freely
accessed on the Internet and is com-
prised of data that is compatible with
similar international efforts;

Require a report to Congress every
two years on the program, including
trends, and an assessment of the reduc-
tion in mercury deposition rates that
need to be achieved in order to prevent
adverse human and ecological effects
every four-years; and

Authorize $95 million over three
years to carry out the Act.

We must establish a comprehensive,
robust national monitoring network
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