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shameful trial, the dictatorship sen-
tenced Otto to 15 years of hard labor, 
before returning him to America last 
June—horribly injured and on the 
verge of death. He passed away just 
days after his return. 

Otto’s Parents, Fred and Cindy 
Warmbier, are with us tonight—along 
with Otto’s brother and sister, Austin 
and Greta. You are powerful witnesses 
to a menace that threatens our world, 
and your strength inspires us all. To-
night, we pledge to honor Otto’s mem-
ory with American resolve. 

Finally, we are joined by one more 
witness to the ominous nature of this 
regime. His name is Mr. Ji Seong-ho. 

In 1996, Seong-ho was a starving boy 
in North Korea. One day, he tried to 
steal coal from a railroad car to barter 
for a few scraps of food. In the process, 
he passed out on the train tracks, ex-
hausted from hunger. He woke up as a 
train ran over his limbs. He then en-
dured multiple amputations without 
anything to dull the pain. His brother 
and sister gave what little food they 
had to help him recover and ate dirt 
themselves—permanently stunting 
their own growth. Later, he was tor-
tured by North Korean authorities 
after returning from a brief visit to 
China. His tormentors wanted to know 
if he had met any Christians. He had— 
and he resolved to be free. 

Seong-ho traveled thousands of miles 
on crutches across China and South-
east Asia to freedom. Most of his fam-
ily followed. His father was caught try-
ing to escape, and was tortured to 
death. 

Today he lives in Seoul, where he res-
cues other defectors, and broadcasts 
into North Korea what the regime fears 
the most—the truth. 

Today he has a new leg, but Seong- 
ho, I understand you still keep those 
crutches as a reminder of how far you 
have come. Your great sacrifice is an 
inspiration to us all. 

Seong-ho’s story is a testament to 
the yearning of every human soul to 
live in freedom. 

It was that same yearning for free-
dom that nearly 250 years ago gave 
birth to a special place called America. 
It was a small cluster of colonies 
caught between a great ocean and a 
vast wilderness. But it was home to an 
incredible people with a revolutionary 
idea: that they could rule themselves. 
That they could chart their own des-
tiny. And that, together, they could 
light up the world. 

That is what our country has always 
been about. That is what Americans 
have always stood for, always strived 
for, and always done. 

Atop the dome of this Capitol stands 
the Statue of Freedom. She stands tall 
and dignified among the monuments to 
our ancestors who fought and lived and 
died to protect her. 

Monuments to Washington and Jef-
ferson—to Lincoln and King. 

Memorials to the heroes of Yorktown 
and Saratoga—to young Americans 
who shed their blood on the shores of 

Normandy, and the fields beyond. And 
others, who went down in the waters of 
the Pacific and the skies over Asia. 

And freedom stands tall over one 
more monument: this one. This Cap-
itol. This living monument to the 
American people. 

A people whose heroes live not only 
in the past, but all around us—defend-
ing hope, pride, and the American way. 

They work in every trade. They sac-
rifice to raise a family. They care for 
our children at home. They defend our 
flag abroad. They are strong moms and 
brave kids. They are firefighters, police 
officers, border agents, medics, and 
Marines. 

But above all else, they are Ameri-
cans. And this Capitol, this city, and 
this Nation, belong to them. 

Our task is to respect them, to listen 
to them, to serve them, to protect 
them, and to always be worthy of 
them. 

Americans fill the world with art and 
music. They push the bounds of science 
and discovery. And they forever remind 
us of what we should never forget: The 
people dreamed this country. The peo-
ple built this country. And it is the 
people who are making America great 
again. 

As long as we are proud of who we 
are, and what we are fighting for, there 
is nothing we cannot achieve. 

As long as we have confidence in our 
values, faith in our citizens, and trust 
in our God, we will not fail. 

Our families will thrive. 
Our people will prosper. 
And our Nation will forever be safe 

and strong and proud and mighty and 
free. 

Thank you, and God bless America. 
DONALD J. TRUMP.

THE WHITE HOUSE, January 30, 2018. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:19 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, with an amendment, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

S. 534. An act to prevent the sexual abuse 
of minors and amateur athletes by requiring 
the prompt reporting of sexual abuse to law 
enforcement authorities, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 1426. An act to amend the Home Own-
ers’ Loan Act to allow Federal savings asso-
ciations to elect to operate as national 
banks, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1457. An act to establish requirements 
for use of a driver’s license or personal iden-
tification card by certain financial institu-
tions for opening an account or obtaining a 
financial product or service, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 2255. An act to clarify that nonprofit 
organizations may accept donated mortgage 
appraisals, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4792. An act to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to expand access to 

capital for small businesses affected by hur-
ricanes or other natural disasters, and for 
other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the Speaker withdraws the appoint-
ment of the following individual to the 
Congressional Award Board on January 
25, 2018: Mr. Steve Hart of Washington, 
DC. 

At 3:40 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has agreed 
to the amendment of the Senate to the 
title of the bill (H.R. 695) to amend the 
National Child Protection Act of 1993 
to establish a national criminal history 
background check system and criminal 
history review program for certain in-
dividuals who, related to their employ-
ment, have access to children, the el-
derly, or individuals with disabilities, 
and for other purposes, and further, 
that the House has agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the text of 
the aforementioned bill, with an 
amendment, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1426. An act to amend the Home Own-
ers’ Loan Act to allow Federal savings asso-
ciations to elect to operate as national 
banks, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 1457. An act to establish requirements 
for use of a driver’s license or personal iden-
tification card by certain financial institu-
tions for opening an account or obtaining a 
financial product or service, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

H.R. 2255. An act to clarify that nonprofit 
organizations may accept donated mortgage 
appraisals, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

H.R. 4792. An act to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to expand access to 
capital for small businesses affected by hur-
ricanes or other natural disasters, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 1847. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to ensure that the needs of 
children are considered in homeland secu-
rity, trafficking, and disaster recovery plan-
ning, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 115– 
202). 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. INHOFE for Mr. MCCAIN for the 
Committee on Armed Services. 
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*John H. Gibson II, of Texas, to be Chief 

Management Officer of the Department of 
Defense. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI for the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

Anne Marie White, of Michigan, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Energy (Environ-
mental Management). 

*Melissa F. Burnison, of Kentucky, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Energy (Congres-
sional and Intergovernmental Affairs). 

*Susan Combs, of Texas, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior. 

*Ryan Douglas Nelson, of Idaho, to be So-
licitor of the Department of the Interior. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. BENNET, and 
Mr. LEAHY): 

S. 2354. A bill to provide for the adminis-
tration of certain national monuments, to 
establish a National Monument Enhance-
ment Fund, and to establish certain wilder-
ness areas in the States of New Mexico and 
Nevada; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
MARKEY): 

S. 2355. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
25 New Chardon Street Lobby in Boston, 
Massachusetts, as the ‘‘John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy Post Office’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. 
MANCHIN): 

S. 2356. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to address staffing and 
other issues at facilities, including under-
served facilities, of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. 
MANCHIN): 

S. 2357. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to review the processes and 
requirements of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs for scheduling appointments for 
health care and conducting consultations 
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. 2358. A bill to require a study on women 
and lung cancer, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mrs. MCCASKILL: 
S. 2359. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-

curity Act of 2002 to establish a Joint Re-

quirements Council in the Department of 
Homeland Security; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. KING, and 
Mr. MARKEY): 

S. 2360. A bill to provide for the minimum 
size of crews of freight trains, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 
JOHNSON, and Mr. SCOTT): 

S. 2361. A bill to amend the Federal Home 
Loan Bank Act to allow a captive insurance 
company that was a member of a Federal 
Home Loan Bank before January 19, 2016 to 
continue or restore the membership of the 
captive insurance company in the Federal 
Home Loan Bank, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. REED: 
S. 2362. A bill to amend the Fair Credit Re-

porting Act to require that a consumer au-
thorize the release of certain information; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and 
Mr. DURBIN): 

S. 2363. A bill to establish the Creating 
American Investment, Redevelopment, and 
Opportunity Task Force; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. 
INHOFE): 

S. 2364. A bill to amend the Water Infra-
structure Finance and Innovation Act of 2014 
to provide to State infrastructure financing 
authorities additional opportunities to re-
ceive loans under that Act to support drink-
ing water and clean water State revolving 
funds to deliver water infrastructure to com-
munities across the United States, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. NELSON, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 2365. A bill to impose additional sanc-
tions with respect to serious human rights 
abuses by the Government of Iran, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. Res. 386. A resolution urging the Gov-
ernment of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo to fulfill its agreement to hold cred-
ible elections, comply with constitutional 
limits on presidential terms, and fulfill its 
constitutional mandate for a democratic 
transition of power by taking concrete and 
measurable steps towards holding elections 
not later than December 2018 as outlined in 
the existing election calendar, and allowing 
for freedom of expression and association; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. COONS, and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. Res. 387. A resolution recognizing Janu-
ary 30, 2018, as ‘‘Fred Korematsu Day of Civil 
Liberties and the Constitution’’; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. BOOKER, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MARKEY, 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BROWN, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. SCHATZ, and Mrs. 
MURRAY): 

S. Res. 388. A resolution recognizing Janu-
ary 27, 2018, as the anniversary of the first 
refugee and Muslim ban, and urging the 
President to demonstrate true leadership on 
refugee resettlement; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr. 
SASSE): 

S. Res. 389. A resolution commemorating 
the commissioning of the USS Omaha; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
CRAPO, and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. Res. 390. A resolution raising awareness 
and encouraging the prevention of stalking 
by designating January 2018 as ‘‘National 
Stalking Awareness Month’’; considered and 
agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 116 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
116, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to permit veterans who 
have a service-connected, permanent 
disability rated as total to travel on 
military aircraft in the same manner 
and to the same extent as retired mem-
bers of the Armed Forces entitled to 
such travel. 

S. 292 
At the request of Mr. REED, the 

names of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) and the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 292, a bill to maximize discovery, 
and accelerate development and avail-
ability, of promising childhood cancer 
treatments, and for other purposes. 

S. 363 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 363, a bill to revise the authorized 
route of the North Country National 
Scenic Trail in northeastern Minnesota 
and to extend the trail into Vermont to 
connect with the Appalachian National 
Scenic Trail, and for other purposes. 

S. 534 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 534, a bill to prevent the 
sexual abuse of minors and amateur 
athletes by requiring the prompt re-
porting of sexual abuse to law enforce-
ment authorities, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 660 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 660, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 in order to fulfill 
the Federal mandate to provide higher 
educational opportunities for Native 
American Indians. 

S. 819 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 819, a bill to amend the Fair 
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