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U.S. Government and contractor engineer-
ing, technical, and logistics support services;
and other related elements of logistics and
program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (NE-P-
LHP).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: None.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
July 31, 2018.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

The Netherlands—MK 54 Lightweight
Torpedoes

The Netherlands requests to buy one hun-
dred six (106) MK 54 conversion Kkits. Also in-
cluded are torpedo containers, Recoverable
Exercise Torpedoes (REXTORP) with con-
tainers; Fleet Exercise Section (FES) and
fuel tanks; air launch accessories for rotary
wing aircraft; torpedo launcher interface
cabinets; ground handling equipment; tor-
pedo spare parts; training; publications; sup-
port and test equipment; U.S. Government
and contractor engineering, technical, and
logistics support services; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.
The estimated program value is $169 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by improving the security
of a NATO Ally, which is an important force
for political stability and economic progress
in Europe.

The Royal Netherlands Navy intends to up-
grade its current MK 46 torpedoes to the MK
54 with the purchase of these kits. The Neth-
erlands will have no difficulty absorbing the
MK 54 torpedoes.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Raytheon
Integrated Defense System, Portsmouth,
Rhode Island. There are no known offset
agreements proposed in connection with this
potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Netherlands; however, U.S. Govern-
ment Engineering and Technical Services
may be required on an interim basis for in-
stallations and integration.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 18-27

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The MK 54 Torpedo is a conventional
torpedo that can be launched from surface
ships, helicopters, and fixed wing aircraft.
The MK 54 is an upgrade to the MK 46 Tor-
pedo, which is currently in-service in Nether-
lands. The upgrade to the MK 54 entails re-
placement of the torpedo’s sonar and guid-
ance and control systems with modem tech-
nology. The new guidance and control sys-
tem uses a mixture of commercial-off-the-
shelf and custom-built electronics. The war-
head, fuel tank and propulsion system from
the MK 46 torpedo are re-used in the MK 54
configuration with minor modifications.
There is no sensitive technology in the MK
54 or its support and test equipment. The as-
sembled MK 54 torpedo and several of its in-
dividual components are classified CON-
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FIDENTIAL. The MK 54 operational software
is classified as SECRET. Netherlands will
not be provided with the source code for the
MK 54 operational software.

2. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the hardware
and software elements, the information
could be used to develop countermeasures or
equivalent systems which might reduce sys-
tem effectiveness or be used in the develop-
ment of a system with similar or advanced
capabilities.

3. A determination has been made that the
Government of the Netherlands can provide
substantially the same degree of protection
for the sensitive technology being released
as the U.S. Government. This sale is nec-
essary in furtherance of the U.S. foreign pol-
icy and national security objectives outlined
in the Policy Justification.

4. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Netherlands.

———

TAX REFORM

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as you
know, late last year, Congress passed
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. As chair-
man of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, I sup-
ported this legislation because of its
potential to spur investment, stimu-
late economic growth, and ease the tax
burden on millions of small businesses.
While our economy continues to grow,
small businesses often don’t receive
due attention for their accomplish-
ments and contributions. Owners and
employees of small businesses nation-
wide continuously display resilient at-
titudes and a tenacious work ethic,
proving that the American entrepre-
neurial spirit is alive and well. This
law gives Americans the tools they
need to grow and flourish, and their
success stories encouraged me to begin
this series of speeches highlighting the
ways tax reform benefits small busi-
nesses.

Today, I am pleased to share the
story of Centennial Bolt, INC, located
in Denver, CO. Founded in 1979 by
Mark Cordova, Centennial Bolt special-
izes in manufacturing top-of-the-line
fasteners. The Cordova family story
serves as an inspirational example for
hardworking American families. From
humble Dbeginnings, Mark’s father,
Moses, worked his way to a managerial
position at Triangle Steel, Inc., and
started his own business, Cordova Bolt,
in San Diego, CA. After graduating
from the University of San Diego,
Mark moved to Denver and followed in
his father’s entrepreneurial footsteps
by founding Centennial Bolt. This busi-
ness became the premier fastener com-
pany in the Rocky Mountain region be-
cause of its ability to assist clients
with projects of all shapes and sizes.
After years of hard work and persever-
ance through tough economic times,
Mark is now the CEO of both Cordova
and Centennial Bolt.

Tax reform’s impact on Centennial
Bolt and other small businesses nation-
wide cannot be overstated. Changes in
the tax law offer necessary relief to
both Centennial Bolt’s employees and
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their families. Due to an increase in
savings from tax reform, Mark plans to
expand his workforce from 50 to 65 em-
ployees, while increasing employee sal-
aries. This past year, the company sur-
prised all 50 of its employees with an
unexpected Christmas bonus for their
hard work. In order to compete on a
larger scale, Mark also plans on rein-
vesting the company’s savings from tax
reform into an additional facility and
existing infrastructure upgrades.
Across the country, tax reform con-
tinues to provide owners and entre-
preneurs with increasing opportunities
that help them and their employees to
realize their dreams.

Mark is optimistic about his com-
pany’s future and believes the benefits
his company receives from tax reform
will give Centennial Bolt a competitive
advantage. They are one of the many
small businesses nationwide that can
now more freely raise salaries, hire
new employees, and compete with larg-
er businesses in their industries. As tax
reform continues to drive our economy
forward, I will continue to acknowl-
edge its positive impact on small busi-
nesses. I am proud to recognize Centen-
nial Bolt and all of the small busi-
nesses that are thriving as a result of
tax reform, and I look forward to
watching the continued growth of the
American small business community.

———

REMEMBERING RONALD V.
DELLUMS

Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, our Na-
tion mourns the loss of one of Califor-
nia’s greatest civil rights leaders,
whose nearly three decades in Congress
and many more years in public service
helped to shape the lives of countless
individuals both at home and abroad.

Ron Dellums was born the son of a
longshoreman and raised in Oakland,
CA, a community he would later come
to represent both as a Member of Con-
gress and as mayor. A 1953 graduate of
Oakland Technical High School, Ron
enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1954,
where he served for 2 years, before
graduating from San Francisco State
College in 1960 with a degree in psy-
chology. Two years later, Ron received
a master’s degree in social work from
the University of California, Berkeley.

Immediately following graduate
school, Ron immersed himself in public
service, first through a series of social
work jobs at the California Department
of Mental Hygiene, and, eventually, as
an elected member of the Berkeley
City Council in 1967. As councilman,
Ron became an outspoken advocate for
historically underrepresented and un-
derserved communities in Berkeley and
Oakland, in addition to becoming an
anti-war advocate.

The convergence of the free speech
and anti-war movements in the Bay
Area in the 1960s drove Ron to launch a
campaign for Congress on a platform
for civil and human rights. He was
elected to Congress in 1971 as the first
African American from northern Cali-
fornia. For the next 27 years, Ron
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waged battle on a number of social
issues plaguing distressed commu-
nities, including increased funding for
education, jobs, housing, healthcare,
and combatting infant mortality and
lack of access to affordable housing.

As the first Black chairman of the
House Armed Services Committee, Ron
forcefully advocated peace through di-
plomacy and disarmament in the midst
of debates on the Vietnam war and ex-
cessive military spending. Ron also be-
came a vocal opponent against LGBTQ
discrimination in the military. A co-
founder of the Congressional Black
Caucus, Ron advocated passionately to
end American support for the apartheid
regime in South Africa, eventually
sponsoring legislation to bring forth
economic sanctions and divestment by
American companies and U.S. citizens.

In 1998, Ron left Congress and re-
mained active as a local and national
civil rights leader. His departure from
public service, however, was short
lived, and in 2007, Ron was elected
mayor of the city of Oakland in the
midst of our Nation’s worst economic
recession since the Great Depression.
As mayor, Ron secured a record num-
ber of Federal grants for the city of
Oakland, supporting major infrastruc-
ture projects, including port develop-
ments at the Oakland Army Base and
public transportation wins for Califor-
nia’s East Bay.

Ron was a dear friend, trailblazer,
and champion for civil and human
rights, whose service and dedication to
the United States will forever be cher-
ished and remembered. His legacy will
continue to inspire past, present, and
future Members of Congress who dare
to fight for what is right in the face of
political unpopularity and resounding
odds.

We wish every Californian and those
whose lives were touched by Ron peace
during this difficult time, especially
his wife, Cynthia, and his children, Mi-

chael, Pamela, Piper, Brandon, and
Erik.
——
45TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEXICAN
FIESTA

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize Mexican Fiesta as
it celebrates 45 years of bringing the
culture and taste of Mexico to Mil-
waukee, WI. Mexican Fiesta offers Wis-
consin’s Hispanic community the op-
portunity to preserve its cultural iden-
tity and celebrate its colorful tradi-
tions. I am so pleased to honor this
Wisconsin organization and to com-
memorate this significant milestone.

What began in 1973 as a Mexican
Independence Day street festival on
Milwaukee’s south side has now be-
come one of the region’s largest fes-
tivals honoring Hispanic heritage. The
festival grew so rapidly that it was
moved to the mammoth Henry Maier
Festival Park just 4 short years after
its founding, where it has been held
since 1977. Today, nearly 85,000 people
attend this wonderful event every year,
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which contributes an estimated $8.5
million to Milwaukee’s annual econ-
omy.

Mexican Fiesta honors Hispanic cul-
ture and showcases the beauty of Mexi-
co’s rich history, art, music, and food,
but it is more than just a cultural cele-
bration. The festival also provides an
important gateway to a college edu-
cation for young Hispanics. Mexican
Fiesta has heightened the significance
of its celebration by serving as the
main fundraiser for the Wisconsin His-
panic Scholarship Foundation, Inc.,
and by highlighting the scholarship re-
cipients during the festivities. In addi-
tion to its scholarships, the foundation
also works to improve the standard of
living in the Hispanic community,
train its leaders, and preserve and
honor Hispanic traditions. The founda-
tion has awarded more than $1.3 mil-
lion in scholarships and nearly $500,000
in grants to nonprofit organizations
since it was founded in 1987.

Wisconsin’s Hispanic population in-
creased by 95 percent from 2000 to 2015,
growing to nearly 7 percent of the
State’s population. This was the most
rapid rise among any major ethnic
group in the State. While many His-
panic Wisconsinites reside in the
southeastern corner of the State, it is
important that we embrace Hispanic
culture throughout the great State of
Wisconsin. Mexican Fiesta serves as an
important reminder of the social and
economic benefits of a diverse commu-
nity in Wisconsin and throughout our
Nation.

We in Wisconsin owe a debt of grati-
tude to the organizers of Mexican Fi-
esta for sharing the vibrant traditions
and respected values of their Hispanic
heritage. That they take this time-
honored celebration one step further by
investing in the future success of the
next generation makes this festival all
the more meaningful. I am honored to
recognize the 45th anniversary of Mexi-
can Fiesta and look forward to many
more successful fiestas in the years to
come.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING ELZA R. TUCKER

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor Elza Tucker, a World
War II veteran who dedicated his life to
serving his community and country.

Elza Richard Tucker was born July
13, 1918. Born and raised in the Lowell,
AR, area, Tucker was passionate about
his community and demonstrated that
through his decades of selfless service.

He enlisted in the Army in 1941,
where he served with the 2nd Armored
Division, ‘““‘Hell on Wheels,” under the
command of General George S. Patton.
He first set foot in France on Omaha
Beach in Normandy 3 days after the
initial D-day landing.

He recalled his first days in combat
with local media in 2016 when he was
presented the French Legion of Honor,
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France’s highest honor for military
service. ‘‘The Germans were coming
from the back of me and I could see
them and I set a big barn on fire so I
could see them as they came through,”
he said. He shared how he used a ma-
chine gun to defend his fellow soldiers
in that same battle.

Tucker also saw combat in Africa,
the invasion of Sicily, and the Rhine-
land campaign. For his service, he was
awarded the Bronze Star, Good Con-
duct Medal, Presidential Unit Emblem,
Croix de Guerre, American Defense
Service Medal, European-African-Mid-
dle Eastern Campaign Medal, and WWII
Victory Medal.

His commitment to service continued
long after he left military life. He
poured his heart and devotion into his
faith and his beloved town, earning
him the affectionate nickname ‘‘Mr.
Lowell.” Tucker served faithfully at
his church, First Baptist Church of
Lowell, as both a deacon and Sunday
school teacher. His resume includes
elected offices on the Benton County
Quorum Court and the city council, as
well as civil roles as a rural route mail
carrier and post master of Lowell. He
also volunteered with the Lowell Fire
Department and was a member of the
Lowell Planning Commission. In order
to preserve the history of the commu-
nity he so dearly loved and served, he
established the Lowell Historical Mu-
seum.

The community grew to know and
love Tucker, honoring him in 2004 when
Elza R. Tucker Elementary and Middle
School opened in nearby Rogers.

Tucker never let old-age slow him
down, either. He was a familiar face at
the Lowell Historical Museum, where
he served as a greeter until June 30,
2017, and he also spent much time at
the Lowell branch of Arvest Bank,
handing out popcorn to customers.

Sadly, Tucker passed away on July
30, 2018, at the age of 100.

A member of the ‘‘greatest genera-
tion,” who spent his life in service to
the community, Elza Tucker was a
true neighbor, friend, and humani-
tarian. I extend my sincere condolences
to his family and friends, and I hope
that they find comfort in the incredible
legacy of he leaves behind.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND RICHARD
PRICE

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to congratulate and recognize
Rev. Richard Price on 40 years of min-
istry in Arkadelphia, AR. This is a tre-
mendous milestone, and I join with
many others in extending my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Reverend
Price for his faithful service over so
many years.

Reverend Price was born in Bar-
berton, OH, and also lived in Frank-
fort, IN, growing up. He went on to at-
tend Apostolic Bible College and, upon
graduating, began an evangelistic min-
istry where he preached revivals over
the course of 5 years.
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