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threaten our national security. That is
the most recent case that is now work-
ing through the system. I want to see
more cars made in America, but tariffs
like the Commerce Department is sug-
gesting would make it even more ex-
pensive to make a car here. We are told
by the auto industry—and the big 3
automakers oppose this 232 on auto-
mobiles—we are told it would increase
the cost of a car by about $2,000.

That is why I believe we have to re-
form the section 232 statute and ensure
that any 232 actions are based on a le-
gitimate national security justifica-
tion and that Congress has a larger
role to play in its oversight. A few
hours ago, my colleagues, Senators
DouG JONES and JONI ERNST, and I in-
troduced bipartisan legislation that
would help do just that. Our bipartisan
bill, called the Trade Security Act, will
reform section 232 to better align the
statute with its original intent.

First, it ensures that proper experts
in government determine at the outset
whether there is a national security
threat. Our bill requires the Depart-
ment of Defense, not the Secretary of
Commerce, to assess the potential
threat posed by imports of certain
products to justify the national secu-
rity basis for new tariffs under section
232. If the Department of Defense says
a threat is found, the Department of
Defense would send its report to the
President. The President would then
direct the Secretary of Commerce, in
consultation with Congress, the Sec-
retary of Defense, and USTR, to de-
velop recommendations for how to re-
spond to the threat. After receiving the
remedy recommendations from the
Secretary of Commerce, the President
would then decide whether to take ac-
tion.

So it creates a two-step process. The
first step is determining whether there
is a national security threat, done by
the appropriate office and the appro-
priate experts in the Federal Govern-
ment, and then the second step would
be the Commerce Department coming
up with the remedy, as opposed to now,

where the Commerce Department
makes that mnational security rec-
ommendation.

The bill will also expand the role of
Congress by giving Congress the oppor-
tunity to disapprove of 232 action by
passing a joint resolution. Currently,
Congress can disapprove of section 232
actions through a joint resolution but
only when it results in something cov-
ering oil or petroleum products. So it
is interesting—under the current 232
statute, the disapproval process works
but only as to oil or other petroleum
products.

Our bill, the Trade Security Act,
which we introduced today, would ex-
pand that process to include all prod-
ucts. By the way, the oil and petroleum
production exception is a vestige from
the last time section 232 was used,
about 40 years ago, because it was used
with regard to oil from Libya and from
Iran.
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Misusing our trade tools not only
hurts our exporters, workers, and farm-
ers, but also our consumers. I urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting
this legislation to increase congres-
sional oversight on one of our most im-
portant national security tools. When
he signed the Trade Expansion Act of
1962 into law, which included section
232, President Kennedy said:

This act recognizes, fully and completely,
that we cannot protect our economy by stag-
nating behind tariff walls, but that the best
protection possible is a mutual lowering of
tariff barriers among friendly nations so
that all may benefit from a free flow of
goods. Increased economic activity resulting
from increased trade will provide more job
opportunities for our workers.

So that was the context within which
section 232 was passed—in other words,
saying we don’t want to put up more
barriers. We want trade to be fair and
reciprocal. Neither the President nor
the Congress intended that section 232
would be used to put up more barriers.
The Senate Finance Committee chair-
man in the Congress who passed this
legislation said that in order for sec-
tion 232 to apply, ‘‘the products must
be involved in our national security.”

Whether it is the President or wheth-
er it is the Congress, the intent was
clearly to tie this closely to national
security.

Let’s restore this powerful and im-
portant tool to Congress’ original in-
tentions when it crafted the law and
ensure that section 232 is used appro-
priately for national security purposes.

This legislation will help to guide our
trade policy and ensure that we keep
national security and trade issues sepa-
rate. The strength of America’s econ-
omy comes from hard-working and in-
novative Americans in our shops,
plants, and farms across this country
that send products around the globe.
We want more of that. They deserve a
level playing field and the chance to
compete.

Let’s be sure our trade policy gives
them that and not escalating tariffs for
their exports and higher costs for their
families. Let’s find that right balance,
including restoring an important na-
tional security tool by not misusing it.

I urge my colleagues to join us in
support of the Trade Security Act to
help do just that.

I yield back my time.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNITED STATES-ISRAEL SECURITY
ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2018

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 519, S. 2497.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 2497) to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 and the Arms Export
Control Act to make improvements to cer-
tain defense and security assistance provi-
sions and to authorize the appropriations of
funds to Israel, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘United States-Israel Security Assistance
Authorization Act of 2018°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Appropriate congressional
defined.

TITLE [-SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR

ISRAEL

Findings.

Statement of policy regarding Israel’s
defense systems.

Assistance for Israel.

Ezxtension of war reserves stockpile au-
thority.

Ezxtension of loan guarantees to Israel.

Joint assessment of quantity of preci-
sion guided munitions for use by
Israel.

Transfer of precision guided munitions
to Israel.

Modification of rapid acquisition and
deployment procedures.

Eligibility of Israel for the strategic
trade authorization exception to
certain export control licensing
requirements.

TITLE II—ENHANCED UNITED STATES-

ISRAEL COOPERATION

Sec. 201. United States-Israel space coopera-
tion.

Sec. 202. United States Agency for Inter-
national Development-Israel en-
hanced partnership for develop-
ment cooperation in developing
nations.

Sec. 203. Authority to enter into a cooperative
project agreement with Israel to
counter unmanned aerial vehicles
that threaten the United States or
Israel.

TITLE III—ENSURING ISRAEL’S
QUALITATIVE MILITARY EDGE
Sec. 301. Statement of policy.
SEC. 2. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.

In this Act, the term ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate;
and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Committee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives.

TITLE I—SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR
ISRAEL
SEC. 101. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) In February 1987, the United States grant-
ed Israel major non-NATO ally status.

(2) On August 16, 2007, the United States and
Israel signed a ten-year Memorandum of Under-
standing on United States military assistance to
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Israel. The total assistance over the course of
this understanding would equal $30,000,000,000.

(3) On July 27, 2012, the United States-Israel
Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of 2012
(Public Law 112-150; 22 U.S.C. 8601 et seq.) de-
clared it to be the policy of the United States
““to help the Government of Israel preserve its
qualitative military edge amid rapid and uncer-
tain regional political transformation’ and stat-
ed the sense of Congress that the United States
Government should ‘“‘provide the Government of
Israel defense articles and defense services
through such mechanisms as appropriate, to in-
clude air refueling tankers, missile defense capa-
bilities, and specialized munitions”.

(4) On December 19, 2014, President Barack
Obama signed into law the United States-Israel
Strategic Partnership Act of 2014 (Public Law
113-296) which stated the sense of Congress that
Israel is a major strategic partner of the United
States and declared it to be the policy of the
United States ‘‘to continue to provide Israel
with robust security assistance, including for
the procurement of the Iron Dome Missile De-
fense System’’.

(5) Section 1679 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law
114-92; 129 Stat. 1135) authorized funds to be ap-
propriated for Israeli cooperative missile defense
program codevelopment and coproduction, in-
cluding funds to be provided to the Government
of Israel to procure the David’s Sling weapon
system as well as the Arrow 3 Upper Tier Inter-
ceptor Program.

(6) On September 14, 2016, the United States
and Israel signed a ten-year Memorandum of
Understanding reaffirming the importance of
continuing annual United States military assist-
ance to Israel and cooperative missile defense
programs in a way that enhances Israel’s secu-
rity and strengthens the bilateral relationship
between the two countries.

(7) The 2016 Memorandum of Understanding
reflected United States support of Foreign Mili-
tary Financing (FMF) grant assistance to Israel
over the ten year period beginning in fiscal year
2019 and ending in fiscal year 2028. FMF grant
assistance would be at a level of $3,300,000,000
annually, totaling $33,000,000,000, the largest
single pledge of military assistance ever and a
reiteration of the seven-decade, unshakeable, bi-
partisan commitment of the United States to
Israel’s security.

(8) The Memorandum of Understanding also
reflected United States support for funding for
cooperative programs to develop, produce, and
procure missile, rocket, and projectile defense
capabilities over a ten year period beginning in
fiscal year 2019 and ending in fiscal year 2028 at
a level of 3$500,000,000 per year, totaling
$5,000,000,000.

SEC. 102. STATEMENT OF POLICY REGARDING
ISRAEL’S DEFENSE SYSTEMS.

It shall be the policy of the United States to
provide assistance to the Government of Israel
in order to support funding for cooperative pro-
grams to develop, produce, and procure missile,
rocket, projectile, and other defense capabilities
to help Israel meet its security needs and to help
develop and enhance United States defense ca-
pabilities.

SEC. 103. ASSISTANCE FOR ISRAEL.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
ISRAEL.—Section 513(c) of the Security Assist-
ance Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-280; 114 Stat.
856) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking 2002 and
2003 and inserting ‘2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023,
2024, 2025, 2026, 2027, and 2028°’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(4) by striking ‘“‘equal to—"" and inserting
“‘not less than $3,300,000,000.”’; and

(B) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B).
SEC. 104. EXTENSION OF WAR RESERVES STOCK-

PILE AUTHORITY.

(a) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS

AcT, 2005.—Section 12001(d) of the Department

N
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of Defense Appropriations Act, 2005 (Public Law
108-287; 118 Stat. 1011) is amended by striking
“after September 30, 2018’ and inserting ‘‘after
September 30, 2023,

(b) FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1961.—Section
514(b)(2)(A) of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321n(b)(2)(4)) is amended by
striking 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018
and inserting ‘2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, and
2023.7".

SEC. 105. EXTENSION OF LOAN GUARANTEES TO
ISRAEL.

Chapter 5 of title I of the Emergency Wartime
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2003 (Public
Law 108-11; 117 Stat. 576) is amended under the
heading ‘“LOAN GUARANTEES TO ISRAEL”—

(1) in the matter preceding the first proviso,
by striking ‘‘September 30, 2019’ and inserting
“September 30, 2023°’; and

(2) in the second proviso, by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2019 and inserting ‘‘September 30,
2023,

SEC. 106. JOINT ASSESSMENT OF QUANTITY OF
PRECISION GUIDED MUNITIONS FOR
USE BY ISRAEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, acting
through the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of Defense, is authoriced to conduct a
joint assessment with the Government of Israel
with respect to the matters described in sub-
section (b).

(b) MATTERS DESCRIBED.—The matters de-
scribed in this subsection are the following:

(1) The quantity and type of precision guided
munitions that are necessary for Israel to com-
bat Hezbollah in the event of a sustained armed
confrontation between Israel and Hezbollah.

(2) The quantity and type of precision guided
munitions that are necessary for Israel in the
event of a sustained armed confrontation with
other armed groups and terrorist organizations
such as Hamas.

(3) The resources the Government of Israel
can plan to dedicate to acquire such precision
guided munitions.

(4) United States plans to assist Israel to pre-
pare for sustained armed confrontations de-
scribed in this subsection as well as the ability
of the United States to resupply Israel with pre-
cision guided munitions in the event of con-
frontations described in paragraphs (1) and (2),
if any.

(c) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 15 days after
the date on which the joint assessment author-
ized under subsection (a) is completed, the
President shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report that contains the
joint assessment.

(2) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may contain a classified annex.

SEC. 107. TRANSFER OF PRECISION GUIDED MU-
NITIONS TO ISRAEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 514
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2321h), the President is authorized to sell such
quantities of precision guided munitions from
reserve stocks to Israel as mecessary for legiti-
mate self-defense and otherwise consistent with
the purposes and conditions for such sales
under the Arms Ezxport Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2751 et seq.).

(b) CERTIFICATIONS.—Ezxcept in case of emer-
gency, not later than 5 days before making a
sale under this section, the President shall cer-
tify in an unclassified notification to the appro-
priate congressional committees that the sale of
the precision guided munitions—

(1) does not affect the ability of the United
States to maintain a sufficient supply of preci-
sion guided munitions;

(2) does not harm the combat readiness of the
United States or the ability of the United States
to meet its commitment to allies for the transfer
of such munitions; and

(3) is necessary for Israel to counter the threat
of rockets in a timely fashion.
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SEC. 108. MODIFICATION OF RAPID ACQUISITION
AND DEPLOYMENT PROCEDURES.

(a) REQUIREMENT TO ESTABLISH PROCE-
DURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 806(a) of the Bob
Stump National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2003 (10 U.S.C. 2302 note; Public
Law 107-314) is amended—

(4) in paragraph (1)(C), by striking *‘; and’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(3) urgently needed to support production of
precision guided munitions—

‘“(A) for United States counterterrorism mis-
sions; or

‘““(B) to assist an ally of the United States
under direct missile threat from—

‘(i) an organization the Secretary of State
has designated as a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion pursuant to section 219 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189); or

‘(i) a country the government of which the
Secretary of State has determined, for purposes
of section 6(j) of the Export Administration Act
of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 4605(j)) (as in effect pursuant
to the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act), section 620A of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371), section 40 of the
Arms Ezxport Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2780), or
any other provision of law, is a government that
has repeatedly provided support for acts of
international terrorism.”’.

(2) PRESCRIPTION OF PROCEDURES.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall prescribe
procedures for the rapid acquisition and deploy-
ment of supplies and associated support services
for purposes described in paragraph (3) of sec-
tion 806(a) of the Bob Stump National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003, as added
by paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection.

(b) USE OF AMOUNTS IN SPECIAL DEFENSE AC-
QUISITION FUND.—Section 114(c)(3) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by inserting be-
fore the period at the end the following: ‘‘or to
assist an ally of the United States that is under
direct missile threat, including from a terrorist
organization supported by Iran, and such threat
adversely affects the safety and security of such
ally”.

SEC. 109. ELIGIBILITY OF ISRAEL FOR THE STRA-
TEGIC TRADE AUTHORIZATION EX-
CEPTION TO CERTAIN EXPORT CON-
TROL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following
findings:

(1) Israel has adopted high standards in the
field of export controls.

(2) Israel has declared its unilateral adherence
to the Missile Technology Control Regime, the
Australia Group, and the Nuclear Suppliers
Group.

(3) Israel is a party to—

(A) the Convention on Prohibitions or Restric-
tions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weap-
ons which may be Deemed to be Excessively In-
Jjurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, signed
at Geneva October 10, 1980;

(B) the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use
in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other
Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of War-
fare, signed at Geneva June 17, 1925; and

(C) the Convention on the Physical Protection
of Nuclear Material, adopted at Vienna October
26, 1979.

(4) Section 6(b) of the United States-Israel
Strategic Partnership Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C. 8603
note) directs the President, consistent with the
commitments of the United States under inter-
national agreements, to take steps so that Israel
may be included in the list of countries eligible
for the strategic trade authorization exception
under section 740.20(c)(1) of title 15, Code of
Federal Regulations, to the requirement for a li-
cense for the export, reexport, or in-country
transfer of an item subject to controls under the
Export Administration Regulations.
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(b) REPORT ON ELIGIBILITY FOR STRATEGIC
TRADE AUTHORIZATION EXCEPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that—

(A) describes the steps taken to include Israel
in the list of countries eligible for the strategic
trade authorization exception as required under
6(b) of the United States-Israel Strategic Part-
nership Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C. 8603 note; Public
Law 113-296); and

(B) includes what steps are mnecessary for
Israel to be included in such a list of countries
eligible for the strategic trade authorization ex-
ception.

(2) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in wunclassified
form, but may contain a classified annex.

TITLE II—ENHANCED UNITED STATES-

ISRAEL COOPERATION

UNITED STATES-ISRAEL SPACE CO-

OPERATION.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following
findings:

(1) Authorized in 1958, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA) sup-
ports and coordinates United States Government
research in aeronautics, human exploration and
operations, science, and space technology.

(2) Established in 1983, the Israel Space Agen-
cy (ISA) supports the growth of Israel’s space
industry by supporting academic research, tech-
nological innovation, and educational activities.

(3) The mutual interest of the United States
and Israel in space exploration affords both na-
tions an opportunity to leverage their unique
abilities to advance scientific discovery.

(4) In 1996, NASA and the ISA entered into an
agreement outlining areas of mutual coopera-
tion, which remained in force until 2005.

(5) Since 1996, NASA and the ISA have suc-
cessfully cooperated on many Sspace programs
supporting the Global Positioning System and
research related to the sun, earth science, and
the environment.

(6) The bond between NASA and the ISA was
permanently forged on February 1, 2003, with
the loss of the crew of STS-107, including Israeli
Astronaut Ilan Ramon.

(7) On October 13, 2015, the United States and
Israel signed the Framework Agreement between
the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration of the United States of America and the
Israel Space Agency for Cooperation in Aero-
nautics and the Exploration and Use of Air-
space and Outer Space for Peaceful Purposes.

(b) CONTINUING COOPERATION.—The Adminis-
trator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration shall continue to work with the
Israel Space Agency to identify and coopera-
tively pursue peaceful space exploration and
science initiatives in areas of mutual interest,
taking all appropriate measures to protect sen-
sitive information, intellectual property, trade
secrets, and economic interests of the United
States.

SEC. 202. UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTER-
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT-ISRAEL
ENHANCED PARTNERSHIP FOR DE-
VELOPMENT COOPERATION IN DE-
VELOPING NATIONS.

(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It should be the
policy of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) to partner with
Israel in order to advance common goals across
a wide variety of sectors, including energy, agri-
culture and food security, democracy, human
rights and governance, economic growth and
trade, education, environment, global health,
and water and sanitation.

(b) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
Administrator of the United States Agency for
International Development is authoriced to
enter into memoranda of understanding with
Israel in order to enhance coordination on ad-
vancing common goals on energy, agriculture

SEC. 201.
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and food security, democracy, human rights and
governance, economic growth and trade, edu-
cation, environment, global health, and water
and sanitation with a focus on strengthening
mutual ties and cooperation with nations
throughout the world.
SEC. 203. AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO A COOPER-
ATIVE PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH
ISRAEL TO COUNTER UNMANNED
AERIAL VEHICLES THAT THREATEN
THE UNITED STATES OR ISRAEL.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following
findings:

(1) On February 10, 2018, Iran launched from
Syria an unmanned aerial vehicle (commonly
known as a ‘‘drone’’) that penetrated Israeli
airspace.

(2) According to a press report, the unmanned
aerial vehicle was in Israeli airspace for a
minute and a half before being shot down by its
air force.

(3) Senior Israeli officials stated that the un-
manned aerial vehicle was an advanced piece of
technology.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the
Congress that—

(1) joint research and development to counter
unmanned aerial vehicles will serve the national
security interests of the United States and
Israel;

(2) Israel faces urgent and emerging threats
from unmanned aerial vehicles, and other un-
manned vehicles, launched from Lebanon by
Hezbollah, from Syria by Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard Corps, or from others seeking to attack
Israel;

(3) efforts to counter unmanned aerial vehi-
cles should include the feasibility of utilizing di-
rected energy and high powered microwave
technologies, which can disable vehicles without
kinetic destruction; and

(4) the United States and Israel should con-
tinue to work together to defend against all
threats to the safety, security, and national in-
terests of both countries.

(¢) AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President is authorized
to enter into a cooperative project agreement
with Israel under the authority of section 27 of
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2767), to
carry out research on, and development, testing,
evaluation, and joint production (including fol-
low-on support) of, defense articles and defense
services, such as the use of directed energy or
high powered microwave technology, to detect,
track, and destroy unmanned aerial vehicles
that threaten the United States or Israel.

(2) APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS.—The coopera-
tive project agreement described in paragraph
(1) shall—

(A) provide that any activities carried out
pursuant to the agreement are subject to—

(i) the applicable requirements described in
subparagraphs (A4), (B), and (C) of section
27(b)(2) of the Arms Ezxport Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2767(b)(2)); and

(ii) any other applicable requirements of the
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.)
with respect to the use, transfers, and security
of such defense articles and defense services
under that Act;

(B) establish a framework to mnegotiate the
rights to intellectual property developed under
the agreement; and

(C) include appropriate protections for sen-
sitive technology.

TITLE ITI—ENSURING ISRAEL’S
QUALITATIVE MILITARY EDGE
SEC. 301. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States to ensure
that Israel maintains its ability to counter and
defeat any credible conventional military, or
emerging, threat from any individual state or
possible coalition of states or from non-state ac-
tors, while sustaining minimal damages and cas-
ualties, through the use of superior military
means, possessed in sufficient quantity, includ-
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ing weapons, command, control, communica-
tion, intelligence, surveillance, and reconnais-
sance capabilities that in their technical charac-
teristics are superior in capability to those of
such other individual or possible coalition states
or non-state actors.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I am a
strong supporter of Israel. They remain
one of our staunchest allies, and we
must support them. However, the
Israelis have called for a curtailment
of U.S. aid for more than 20 years in
order to ensure their own military and
economic independence.

In 2013, Naftali Bennet, who was then
serving as Israel’s Minister of Econom-
ics and as the leader of the Home Party
said, ‘“‘Today, U.S. military aid is
roughly 1 percent of Israel’s economy. I
think, generally, we need to free our-
selves from it. We have to do it respon-
sibly but our situation today is
very different from what it was 20 and
30 years ago.”

Additionally, on July 10, 1996, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said before a Joint Session of Congress,
“I believe we can now say that Israel
has reached childhood’s end, that it has
matured enough to begin approaching a
state of self-reliance We are
going to achieve economic independ-
ence [from the United States].”

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Rubio
amendment at the desk be agreed to,
the committee-reported amendment, as
amended, be agreed to, and the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3690) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To make improvements to the bill)
On page 29, after line 26, add the following:
(6) The current United States inventory of

the precision guided munitions described in

paragraphs (1) and (2), and an assessment
whether such inventory meets the United

States total munitions requirement.

On page 31, strike line 20 and insert ‘‘at the
end and inserting *‘; or’’; and’’.

On page 40, after line 21, add the following:

(d) REPORT ON COOPERATION.—

(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees (as
that term is defined in section 101(a) of title
10, United States Code), the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report describing the
cooperation of the United States with Israel
with respect to countering unmanned aerial
systems that includes each of the following:

(A) An identification of specific capability
gaps of the United States and Israel with re-
spect to countering unmanned aerial sys-
tems.

(B) An identification of cooperative
projects that would address those capability
gaps and mutually benefit and strengthen
the security of the United States and Israel.

(C) An assessment of the projected cost for
research and development efforts for such co-
operative projects, including an identifica-
tion of those to be conducted in the United
States, and the timeline for the completion
of each such project.

(D) An assessment of the extent to which
the capability gaps of the United States
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identified pursuant to subparagraph (A) are
not likely to be addressed through the coop-
erative projects identified pursuant to sub-
paragraph (B).

(E) An assessment of the projected costs
for procurement and fielding of any capabili-
ties developed jointly pursuant to an agree-
ment described in subsection (c).

(2) LIMITATION.—NoO activities may be con-
ducted pursuant to an agreement described
in subsection (c¢) until the date that is 15
days after the date on which the Secretary of
Defense submits the report required under
paragraph (1).

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute, as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 2497), as amended, was
passed, as follows:

S. 2497

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘United States-Israel Security Assist-
ance Authorization Act of 2018”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Appropriate congressional commit-
tees defined.

TITLE I—SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR

ISRAEL

Sec. 101. Findings.

Sec. 102. Statement of policy regarding
Israel’s defense systems.

Sec. 103. Assistance for Israel.

Sec. 104. Extension of war reserves stockpile
authority.

Sec. 105. Extension of loan guarantees to
Israel.

Sec. 106. Joint assessment of quantity of
precision guided munitions for
use by Israel.

Sec. 107. Transfer of precision guided muni-
tions to Israel.

Sec. 108. Modification of rapid acquisition
and deployment procedures.

Sec. 109. Eligibility of Israel for the stra-

tegic trade authorization excep-
tion to certain export control
licensing requirements.
TITLE II—ENHANCED UNITED STATES-
ISRAEL COOPERATION

Sec. 201. United States-Israel space coopera-
tion.

202. United States Agency for Inter-
national Development-Israel
enhanced partnership for devel-
opment cooperation in devel-
oping nations.

. 203. Authority to enter into a coopera-

tive project agreement with
Israel to counter unmanned
aerial vehicles that threaten
the United States or Israel.
TITLE III—ENSURING ISRAEL’S
QUALITATIVE MILITARY EDGE
Sec. 301. Statement of policy.
SEC. 2. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.
In this Act, the term ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’” means—

Sec.
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(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives.

TITLE I—SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR
ISRAEL
SEC. 101. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) In February 1987, the United States
granted Israel major non-NATO ally status.

(2) On August 16, 2007, the United States
and Israel signed a ten-year Memorandum of
Understanding on United States military as-
sistance to Israel. The total assistance over
the course of this understanding would equal
$30,000,000,000.

(3) On July 27, 2012, the United States-
Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of
2012 (Public Law 112-150; 22 U.S.C. 8601 et
seq.) declared it to be the policy of the
United States ‘‘to help the Government of
Israel preserve its qualitative military edge
amid rapid and uncertain regional political
transformation’ and stated the sense of Con-
gress that the United States Government
should ‘‘provide the Government of Israel de-
fense articles and defense services through
such mechanisms as appropriate, to include
air refueling tankers, missile defense capa-
bilities, and specialized munitions.

(4) On December 19, 2014, President Barack
Obama signed into law the United States-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act of 2014
(Public Law 113-296) which stated the sense
of Congress that Israel is a major strategic
partner of the United States and declared it
to be the policy of the United States ‘‘to con-
tinue to provide Israel with robust security
assistance, including for the procurement of
the Iron Dome Missile Defense System’’.

(5) Section 1679 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public
Law 114-92; 129 Stat. 1135) authorized funds
to be appropriated for Israeli cooperative
missile defense program codevelopment and
coproduction, including funds to be provided
to the Government of Israel to procure the
David’s Sling weapon system as well as the
Arrow 3 Upper Tier Interceptor Program.

(6) On September 14, 2016, the United
States and Israel signed a ten-year Memo-
randum of Understanding reaffirming the
importance of continuing annual TUnited
States military assistance to Israel and co-
operative missile defense programs in a way
that enhances Israel’s security and strength-
ens the bilateral relationship between the
two countries.

(7) The 2016 Memorandum of Understanding
reflected United States support of Foreign
Military Financing (FMF) grant assistance
to Israel over the ten year period beginning
in fiscal year 2019 and ending in fiscal year
2028. FMF grant assistance would be at a
level of $3,300,000,000 annually, totaling
$33,000,000,000, the largest single pledge of
military assistance ever and a reiteration of
the seven-decade, unshakeable, bipartisan
commitment of the United States to Israel’s
security.

(8) The Memorandum of Understanding
also reflected United States support for fund-
ing for cooperative programs to develop,
produce, and procure missile, rocket, and
projectile defense capabilities over a ten
year period beginning in fiscal year 2019 and
ending in fiscal year 2028 at a level of
$500,000,000 per year, totaling $5,000,000,000.
SEC. 102. STATEMENT OF POLICY REGARDING

ISRAEL’S DEFENSE SYSTEMS.

It shall be the policy of the United States
to provide assistance to the Government of
Israel in order to support funding for cooper-
ative programs to develop, produce, and pro-
cure missile, rocket, projectile, and other de-
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fense capabilities to help Israel meet its se-
curity needs and to help develop and enhance
United States defense capabilities.

SEC. 103. ASSISTANCE FOR ISRAEL.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
ISRAEL.—Section 513(c) of the Security As-
sistance Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-280; 114
Stat. 856) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘2002 and
2003’ and inserting ‘2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023,
2024, 2025, 2026, 2027, and 2028’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘equal to—’’ and inserting
“not less than $3,300,000,000.”; and

(B) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B).
SEC. 104. EXTENSION OF WAR RESERVES STOCK-

PILE AUTHORITY.

(a) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2005.—Section 12001(d) of the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2005
(Public Law 108-287; 118 Stat. 1011) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘after September 30, 2018 and
inserting ‘‘after September 30, 2023"°.

(b) FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1961.—Sec-
tion 514(b)(2)(A) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321h(b)(2)(A)) is
amended by striking ‘2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, and 2018’ and inserting ‘2018, 2019, 2020,
2021, 2022, and 2023.”".

SEC. 105. EXTENSION OF LOAN GUARANTEES TO
ISRAEL.

Chapter 5 of title I of the Emergency War-
time Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2003
(Public Law 108-11; 117 Stat. 576) is amended
under the heading ‘“‘LOAN GUARANTEES TO
ISRAEL”—

(1) in the matter preceding the first pro-
viso, by striking ‘‘September 30, 2019 and
inserting ‘‘September 30, 2023"’; and

(2) in the second proviso, by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2019 and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2023°.

SEC. 106. JOINT ASSESSMENT OF QUANTITY OF
PRECISION GUIDED MUNITIONS FOR
USE BY ISRAEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, acting
through the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of Defense, is authorized to conduct a
joint assessment with the Government of
Israel with respect to the matters described
in subsection (b).

(b) MATTERS DESCRIBED.—The matters de-
scribed in this subsection are the following:

(1) The quantity and type of precision guid-
ed munitions that are necessary for Israel to
combat Hezbollah in the event of a sustained
armed confrontation between Israel and
Hezbollah.

(2) The quantity and type of precision guid-
ed munitions that are necessary for Israel in
the event of a sustained armed confrontation
with other armed groups and terrorist orga-
nizations such as Hamas.

(3) The resources the Government of Israel
can plan to dedicate to acquire such preci-
sion guided munitions.

(4) United States plans to assist Israel to
prepare for sustained armed confrontations
described in this subsection as well as the
ability of the United States to resupply
Israel with precision guided munitions in the
event of confrontations described in para-
graphs (1) and (2), if any.

(5) The current United States inventory of
the precision guided munitions described in
paragraphs (1) and (2), and an assessment
whether such inventory meets the United
States total munitions requirement.

(c) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 15 days
after the date on which the joint assessment
authorized under subsection (a) is completed,
the President shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
that contains the joint assessment.

(2) FOrRM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may contain a classified annex.
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SEC. 107. TRANSFER OF PRECISION GUIDED MU-
NITIONS TO ISRAEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
514 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2321h), the President is authorized to
sell such quantities of precision guided mu-
nitions from reserve stocks to Israel as nec-
essary for legitimate self-defense and other-
wise consistent with the purposes and condi-
tions for such sales under the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.).

(b) CERTIFICATIONS.—Except in case of
emergency, not later than 5 days before
making a sale under this section, the Presi-
dent shall certify in an unclassified notifica-
tion to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that the sale of the precision guided
munitions—

(1) does not affect the ability of the United
States to maintain a sufficient supply of pre-
cision guided munitions;

(2) does not harm the combat readiness of
the United States or the ability of the
United States to meet its commitment to al-
lies for the transfer of such munitions; and

(3) is necessary for Israel to counter the
threat of rockets in a timely fashion.

SEC. 108. MODIFICATION OF RAPID ACQUISITION
AND DEPLOYMENT PROCEDURES.

(a) REQUIREMENT TO ESTABLISH PROCE-
DURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 806(a) of the Bob
Stump National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2003 (10 U.S.C. 2302 note; Pub-
lic Law 107-314) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1)(C), by striking ‘‘; and’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(3) urgently needed to support production
of precision guided munitions—

“(A) for United States counterterrorism
missions; or

‘“(B) to assist an ally of the United States
under direct missile threat from—

‘(i) an organization the Secretary of State
has designated as a foreign terrorist organi-
zation pursuant to section 219 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189);
or

‘(ii) a country the government of which
the Secretary of State has determined, for
purposes of section 6(j) of the Export Admin-
istration Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C. 4605(j)) (as in
effect pursuant to the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act), section 620A of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2371), section 40 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2780), or any other provision of
law, is a government that has repeatedly
provided support for acts of international
terrorism.”’.

(2) PRESCRIPTION OF PROCEDURES.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense shall prescribe procedures for the rapid
acquisition and deployment of supplies and
associated support services for purposes de-
scribed in paragraph (3) of section 806(a) of
the Bob Stump National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2003, as added by
paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection.

(b) USE OF AMOUNTS IN SPECIAL DEFENSE
ACQUISITION FUND.—Section 114(c)(3) of title
10, United States Code, is amended by insert-
ing before the period at the end the fol-
lowing: ‘‘or to assist an ally of the United
States that is under direct missile threat, in-
cluding from a terrorist organization sup-
ported by Iran, and such threat adversely af-
fects the safety and security of such ally”’.
SEC. 109. ELIGIBILITY OF ISRAEL FOR THE STRA-

TEGIC TRADE AUTHORIZATION EX-
CEPTION TO CERTAIN EXPORT CON-
TROL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-

lowing findings:
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(1) Israel has adopted high standards in the
field of export controls.

(2) Israel has declared its unilateral adher-
ence to the Missile Technology Control Re-
gime, the Australia Group, and the Nuclear
Suppliers Group.

(3) Israel is a party to—

(A) the Convention on Prohibitions or Re-
strictions on the Use of Certain Conven-
tional Weapons which may be Deemed to be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscrimi-
nate Effects, signed at Geneva October 10,
1980;

(B) the Protocol for the Prohibition of the
Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or
Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods
of Warfare, signed at Geneva June 17, 1925;
and

(C) the Convention on the Physical Protec-
tion of Nuclear Material, adopted at Vienna
October 26, 1979.

(4) Section 6(b) of the United States-Israel
Strategic Partnership Act of 2014 (22 U.S.C.
8603 note) directs the President, consistent
with the commitments of the United States
under international agreements, to take
steps so that Israel may be included in the
list of countries eligible for the strategic
trade authorization exception under section
740.20(c)(1) of title 15, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, to the requirement for a license for
the export, reexport, or in-country transfer
of an item subject to controls under the Ex-
port Administration Regulations.

(b) REPORT ON ELIGIBILITY FOR STRATEGIC
TRADE AUTHORIZATION EXCEPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
that—

(A) describes the steps taken to include
Israel in the list of countries eligible for the
strategic trade authorization exception as
required under 6(b) of the United States-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act of 2014 (22
U.S.C. 8603 note; Public Law 113-296); and

(B) includes what steps are necessary for
Israel to be included in such a list of coun-
tries eligible for the strategic trade author-
ization exception.

(2) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may contain a classified annex.

TITLE II—ENHANCED UNITED STATES-
ISRAEL COOPERATION
UNITED STATES-ISRAEL SPACE CO-

OPERATION.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Authorized in 1958, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA)
supports and coordinates United States Gov-
ernment research in aeronautics, human ex-
ploration and operations, science, and space
technology.

(2) Established in 1983, the Israel Space
Agency (ISA) supports the growth of Israel’s
space industry by supporting academic re-
search, technological innovation, and edu-
cational activities.

(3) The mutual interest of the United
States and Israel in space exploration affords
both nations an opportunity to leverage
their unique abilities to advance scientific
discovery.

(4) In 1996, NASA and the ISA entered into
an agreement outlining areas of mutual co-
operation, which remained in force until
2005.

(5) Since 1996, NASA and the ISA have suc-
cessfully cooperated on many space Dpro-
grams supporting the Global Positioning
System and research related to the sun,
earth science, and the environment.

(6) The bond between NASA and the ISA
was permanently forged on February 1, 2003,
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with the loss of the crew of STS-107, includ-

ing Israeli Astronaut Ilan Ramon.

(7) On October 13, 2015, the United States
and Israel signed the Framework Agreement
between the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration of the United States of
America and the Israel Space Agency for Co-
operation in Aeronautics and the Explo-
ration and Use of Airspace and Outer Space
for Peaceful Purposes.

(b) CONTINUING COOPERATION.—The Admin-
istrator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration shall continue to work
with the Israel Space Agency to identify and
cooperatively pursue peaceful space explo-
ration and science initiatives in areas of mu-
tual interest, taking all appropriate meas-
ures to protect sensitive information, intel-
lectual property, trade secrets, and economic
interests of the United States.

SEC. 202. UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTER-
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT-ISRAEL
ENHANCED PARTNERSHIP FOR DE-
VELOPMENT COOPERATION IN DE-
VELOPING NATIONS.

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLIcY.—It should be the
policy of the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) to partner
with Israel in order to advance common
goals across a wide variety of sectors, includ-
ing energy, agriculture and food security, de-
mocracy, human rights and governance, eco-
nomic growth and trade, education, environ-
ment, global health, and water and sanita-
tion.

(b) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
Administrator of the United States Agency
for International Development is authorized
to enter into memoranda of understanding
with Israel in order to enhance coordination
on advancing common goals on energy, agri-
culture and food security, democracy, human
rights and governance, economic growth and
trade, education, environment, global
health, and water and sanitation with a
focus on strengthening mutual ties and co-
operation with mnations throughout the
world.

SEC. 203. AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO A COOPER-
ATIVE PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH
ISRAEL TO COUNTER UNMANNED
AERIAL VEHICLES THAT THREATEN
THE UNITED STATES OR ISRAEL.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) On February 10, 2018, Iran launched
from Syria an unmanned aerial vehicle (com-
monly known as a ‘‘drone’’) that penetrated
Israeli airspace.

(2) According to a press report, the un-
manned aerial vehicle was in Israeli airspace
for a minute and a half before being shot
down by its air force.

(3) Senior Israeli officials stated that the
unmanned aerial vehicle was an advanced
piece of technology.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
the Congress that—

(1) joint research and development to
counter unmanned aerial vehicles will serve
the national security interests of the United
States and Israel;

(2) Israel faces urgent and emerging
threats from unmanned aerial vehicles, and
other unmanned vehicles, launched from
Lebanon by Hezbollah, from Syria by Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard Corps, or from others
seeking to attack Israel;

(3) efforts to counter unmanned aerial ve-
hicles should include the feasibility of uti-
lizing directed energy and high powered
microwave technologies, which can disable
vehicles without kinetic destruction; and

(4) the United States and Israel should con-
tinue to work together to defend against all
threats to the safety, security, and national
interests of both countries.

(c) AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO AGREE-
MENT.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The President is author-
ized to enter into a cooperative project
agreement with Israel under the authority of
section 27 of the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2767), to carry out research on, and de-
velopment, testing, evaluation, and joint
production (including follow-on support) of,
defense articles and defense services, such as
the use of directed energy or high powered
microwave technology, to detect, track, and
destroy unmanned aerial vehicles that
threaten the United States or Israel.

(2) APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS.—The coop-
erative project agreement described in para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) provide that any activities carried out
pursuant to the agreement are subject to—

(i) the applicable requirements described in
subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) of section
27(b)(2) of the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2767(b)(2)); and

(ii) any other applicable requirements of
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751
et seq.) with respect to the use, transfers,
and security of such defense articles and de-
fense services under that Act;

(B) establish a framework to negotiate the
rights to intellectual property developed
under the agreement; and

(C) include appropriate protections for sen-
sitive technology.

(d) REPORT ON COOPERATION.—

(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to
the congressional defense committees (as
that term is defined in section 101(a) of title
10, United States Code), the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report describing the
cooperation of the United States with Israel
with respect to countering unmanned aerial
systems that includes each of the following:

(A) An identification of specific capability
gaps of the United States and Israel with re-
spect to countering unmanned aerial sys-
tems.

(B) An identification of cooperative
projects that would address those capability
gaps and mutually benefit and strengthen
the security of the United States and Israel.

(C) An assessment of the projected cost for
research and development efforts for such co-
operative projects, including an identifica-
tion of those to be conducted in the United
States, and the timeline for the completion
of each such project.

(D) An assessment of the extent to which
the capability gaps of the United States
identified pursuant to subparagraph (A) are
not likely to be addressed through the coop-
erative projects identified pursuant to sub-
paragraph (B).

(E) An assessment of the projected costs
for procurement and fielding of any capabili-
ties developed jointly pursuant to an agree-
ment described in subsection (c).

(2) LIMITATION.—No activities may be con-
ducted pursuant to an agreement described
in subsection (¢) until the date that is 15
days after the date on which the Secretary of
Defense submits the report required under
paragraph (1).

TITLE III—ENSURING ISRAEL’S
QUALITATIVE MILITARY EDGE
SEC. 301. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States to en-
sure that Israel maintains its ability to
counter and defeat any credible conventional
military, or emerging, threat from any indi-
vidual state or possible coalition of states or
from non-state actors, while sustaining
minimal damages and casualties, through
the use of superior military means, possessed
in sufficient quantity, including weapons,
command, control, communication, intel-
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ligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance ca-
pabilities that in their technical characteris-
tics are superior in capability to those of
such other individual or possible coalition
states or non-state actors.

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session for the en
bloc consideration of the following
nominations: Executive Calendar Nos.
630, 631, 632, 730, 732, 7617.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The bill clerk read the nominations
of Emily Coody Marks, of Alabama, to
be United States District Judge for the
Middle District of Alabama; Jeffrey
Uhlman Beaverstock, of Alabama, to
be United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Alabama; Holly
Lou Teeter, of Kansas, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of Kansas; Colm F. Connolly, of Dela-
ware, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Delaware;
Maryellen Noreika, of Delaware, to be
United States District Judge for the
District of Delaware; and Jill Aiko
Otake, of Hawaii, to be United States
District Judge for the District of Ha-
waii.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate vote on the nomi-
nations en bloc with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that if confirmed, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table en bloc;
that the President be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action; that no
further motions be in order; and that
any statements related to the nomina-
tions be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Marks,
Beaverstock, Teeter, Connolly,
Noreika, and Otake nominations en
bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination: Executive Calendar
No. 697.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Jason Klitenic, of Maryland, to be Gen-
eral Counsel of the Office of the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. GARDNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate vote on the nomi-
nation with no intervening action or
debate; that if confirmed, the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table; that the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action; that no further motions be in
order; and that any statements related
to the nomination be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Klitenic nomi-
nation?

The nomination was confirmed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
TRIBUTE TO WILL T. SCOTT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, in
the marble halls of the Kentucky State
Capitol building in Frankfort, visitors
will discover numerous portraits of
those who have served our Common-
wealth in our highest offices. Depic-
tions of Kentucky’s Governors, legisla-
tors, and supreme court justices line
the halls as memorials to those public
servants. On August 7, another portrait
will be added, paying tribute to an in-
dividual who has served our State and
our Nation with distinction.

William Thompson Scott, known by
his friends as “Will T.,” is a native of
Pike County in eastern Kentucky and
served as an associate justice on the
Kentucky Supreme Court from 2005 to
2015. Known for his humor and conge-
nial nature, Justice Scott clearly
earned his colleagues’ respect when
they elected him to serve a 4-year term
as the deputy chief justice. With the
esteem of his peers and those he served,
Justice Scott’s tenure on the supreme
court can be remembered for his posi-
tive impact on the Commonwealth of
Kentucky.

Even before his first election to the
high court, Justice Scott actively en-
gaged in the service of our Common-
wealth and our Nation for much of his
life. Interrupting his undergraduate
studies at Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity in 1966 to voluntarily enlist in the
U.S. Army, he proudly served our Na-
tion in Vietnam as a first lieutenant
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