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These were two falsehoods that were 

promulgated on the American people to 
try to get them to believe this wasn’t a 
serious problem. Well, we know better, 
because this Federal judge got serious 
about it, and he said: I am going to set 
a deadline for you to put these kids 
back with their families. Our govern-
ment failed to meet the deadline. 

Now read what this Federal judge 
had to say about it. This judge, inci-
dentally, was appointed by a Repub-
lican President, lest you think this is 
some Democrat who is trying to make 
political hay. Here is what Judge 
Sabraw said: ‘‘The practice of sepa-
rating these families was implemented 
without any effective system or proce-
dure for tracking the children after 
they were separated from their par-
ents, enabling communication between 
the parents and their children after 
separation, and reuniting the parents 
and children.’’ That is what the Fed-
eral judge said about the zero tolerance 
policy. 

I can’t remember a more heart-
breaking and embarrassing chapter in 
American Government history in re-
cent years—to think that our govern-
ment set out with a policy to separate 
these kids from their parents, forcibly 
removing them and separating them 
without any plans to reunite them. 

They argued afterward: We can’t send 
these kids back to parents who might 
be dangerous. 

No one argues with that. 
We can’t send them back to smug-

glers who are pretending to be parents. 
Well, we can’t argue with that either. 

But the United States accepted respon-
sibility when we took custody of those 
children. We became what they call in 
law in loco parentis. In other words, we 
accepted a parental responsibility for 
these children. We have not met that 
responsibility. 

I asked at some point, who is going 
to accept responsibility for this hu-
manitarian disaster in this Trump ad-
ministration? Absolutely no one has. I 
believe Secretary Nielsen should. I be-
lieve she should step down because this 
policy—this disastrous policy—has 
given a black eye to the United States. 

What we have seen happen here is not 
consistent with our values as a nation. 
It is not consistent with the kind of 
treatment we have given to those who 
have come to our border over the 
years. Think about the refugees who 
presented themselves to become part of 
the United States and our history. 

Think about the thousands of Cubans 
who came to this country saying: We 
want to escape communism. We want 
to come to the United States. Think 
about what a valuable contribution 
they have made. Did we punish them 
when they came into the United 
States? We accepted them. Have Cuban 
Americans been an important part of 
our country? Ask three U.S. Senators 
who are Cuban Americans. The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

Think about the Soviet Jews, those 
of the Jewish religion who were living 

in the Soviet Union and facing all sorts 
of prejudice and discrimination. They 
asked for an opportunity to come to 
the United States, and we opened our 
arms. 

Think about the Vietnamese who 
worked with us during the war trying 
to protect our soldiers, trying to be a 
part of the solution to their problems, 
risking their own lives in the process. 
We welcomed them to the United 
States too. 

Time and again, this country has 
opened its arms to refugees who needed 
a helping hand and a place of safety. 
We did not put them in internment 
camps. We didn’t take their children 
away to punish them. We said: We will 
hear you out, and if you have a legiti-
mate claim, a fear of where you live, 
we will stand by you. 

We know what is happening in Cen-
tral America—in Honduras, El Sal-
vador, and Guatemala. At this point, 
there are higher rates of murder, do-
mestic violence, and rape than almost 
anywhere in our hemisphere, and these 
people are bringing their kids here for 
their safety. 

I met in Chicago with one of the im-
migration lawyers who represent some 
of these immigrants, and she said to 
me: ‘‘Senator, they believe their chil-
dren will die if they leave them in 
these countries. They are willing to 
put their entire life savings on the line 
to get them to our border in the hope 
that they can be treated as refugees or 
people seeking asylum, and they are 
going to keep coming because the al-
ternative is to accept rape and murder 
on their children.’’ 

Think about if that were your choice 
in life, what you would do. Would you 
do everything in your power to protect 
these children? Well, they have done it, 
and they have come to the border, and 
we answered them by separating them 
from their children and deporting 
many of them back to these dangerous 
countries. This isn’t consistent with 
what America is all about. 

We should stand together, both polit-
ical parties, and not only condemn zero 
tolerance but make a solemn commit-
ment to return these children to their 
parents. These lost children sadly re-
flect on our Nation, and we need these 
children to be with their parents as 
quickly as possible. That needs to be 
our highest priority. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Carolina. 
f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION BILL 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, today 
the Senate voted 87 to 10 to pass the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
named for JOHN S. MCCAIN, Senator 
MCCAIN. 

I want to do two things. I want to 
tell you a little bit about what is in the 
bill and a little bit about JOHN S. 
MCCAIN. 

This increases the size of our mili-
tary by 24,000, which is desperately 

needed. Too few have done too much 
for too long. Having a larger military 
means people can stay with their fami-
lies longer and takes a lot of pressure 
off those who are serving. And we need 
more troops, given the threats we have. 

The equipment they are going to be 
receiving is the most modern that we 
have available. We are buying 77 F–35s, 
which will make enemies of our Nation 
think twice. We are improving the F– 
18, which has been a great airplane. 

The bottom line is that we are help-
ing the Ukraine, which is standing up 
to the Russians. 

There is so much in this bill to re-
lieve the pain and suffering from the 
defense cuts of the last 6 or 7 years. 
This begins to restore a hollowed-out 
military and improve their equipment, 
gives them more training, more time 
at home, and the largest pay increasing 
in 9 years—2.6 percent is the largest 
pay increase in about 9 years, and God 
knows they deserve it. 

There are a lot of good things in this 
bill to make our military stronger. 
There are reforms in this bill to make 
the Pentagon act more efficiently. 

In terms of Senator MCCAIN, when 
you mention JOHN MCCAIN, most people 
think American hero. They are right to 
do so. He suffered for his country in a 
way that few have. He was in prison for 
over 51⁄2 years. He came back home 
with honor and dignity, like every 
other POW he served with. He had a 
chance to leave early because his fa-
ther was a four-star admiral, and he 
said: ‘‘I will wait my turn.’’ 

Since then, he has been a force of na-
ture as a Senator. He has taken on the 
Pentagon to make it more efficient. He 
has never lost sight that his primary 
obligation as a Senator is to defend the 
Nation. The men and women in uni-
form have never had a better friend 
than Senator MCCAIN. The Pentagon 
has never had a more worthy adversary 
than JOHN MCCAIN. Reform and com-
mitment to those who serve go hand in 
hand. 

From a personal point of view, I want 
to thank all of my colleagues for be-
stowing this honor on Senator MCCAIN. 
He is in a tough fight. Never count 
JOHN MCCAIN out. 

I have had the pleasure of traveling 
the globe with this man, hours and 
hours on airplanes going to some of the 
most difficult places in the world to 
carry the message of what America is 
all about. I have never known anybody 
in my life—and very few in the history 
of this country could explain to others 
what America is all about. JOHN 
MCCAIN has been in love with this 
country since he was 17 years old and 
he went off to Annapolis. He has been 
willing to die and suffer for his coun-
try, like many others. But when it 
comes to explaining America, I have 
never known anyone as articulate and 
as sincere as JOHN MCCAIN. 

JOHN, I hope you understand that the 
reason we named this bill after you is 
that we all love you. I hope you under-
stand that this bill, my friend, repairs 
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a lot of the damage you have been talk-
ing about for the last 6 or 7 years. 

This is the best way I know to honor 
JOHN MCCAIN—to take care of those 
who are fighting and dying for this 
country and pushing the Pentagon to 
be more efficient. That is the best 
honor one could bestow on Senator 
MCCAIN. 

I hope and pray that he comes back 
to this body, but I want him to know 
that even though he is physically not 
here, his presence is alive and well in 
the Senate. 

I yield. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PATRICK RENZI AND 
SCOTT SANBORN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, be-
fore we wrap up, I would be remiss if I 
let the day pass without calling our at-
tention to two veteran Senate staff 
members who are concluding their dis-
tinguished service this week. 

Patrick Renzi has served the U.S. 
Senate for 27 years, rising to chief re-
porter in the Office of Official Report-
ers of Debates. 

Patrick is a native of Silver Spring, 
MD. His mother Eileen also worked in 
transcription, including here in the 
very same office, but, as my colleagues 
know well, no route to the Senate is a 
straight line. After completing his 
studies at the University of Maryland 
and Strayer College, Patrick moved 
furniture, tried freelance court report-
ing, and recorded a brief, forgivable 
stint working over in the House of Rep-
resentatives. But by 1991, he had re-
turned to where it all began. 

Over the next 27 years, Patrick be-
came a key staff member, updating the 
technology and team that keep the Of-
fice of Official Reporters running 
smoothly. His staff describe him as a 
stalwart chief with great respect for 
the Senate and those with whom he has 
served. 

Mr. President, Scott Sanborn cur-
rently serves as the Senate Journal 
clerk. He arrived in this body back in 
1979 as a page for Lowell Weicker, our 
former colleague from Connecticut. 

Scott wound up serving the Sec-
retary’s legislative staff as an assistant 
bill clerk. I am told he impressed so 
many colleagues so quickly that in 
short order he was asked to serve as as-
sistant editor, deputy chief reporter, 
and coordinator of the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

By 2001, Scott had become the 20th 
Journal clerk of the U.S. Senate. Along 
the way, he has helped revolutionize 
the way the Senate records and reviews 
its transcripts. He found ways to in-

crease efficiency and cost-savings, and 
he served as a go-to technical liaison, 
connecting the official reporters with 
the Members’ offices. 

These two gentlemen have combined 
to contribute, literally, decades of 
service to this body. To see them both 
embark on well-earned retirements in 
the same week serves as a useful re-
minder of just how many incredibly 
talented men and women there are who 
may seldom find themselves in the 
spotlight but who are absolutely essen-
tial to the smooth functioning of the 
Senate in a thousand ways that we all 
get to take for granted every single 
day. 

We don’t say thank you nearly 
enough around here. I am honored to 
be able to say it today. 

Thank you, Patrick. 
Thank you, Scott. 
We are sorry to see them go, but I 

know that Patrick’s wife Germaine and 
their nine children—nine children—and 
Scott’s wife Kim and their two kids 
must be happy to see what this next 
chapter has in store. 

So we bid them farewell with grati-
tude for their time here and best wish-
es for the times ahead. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 1008. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of A. Marvin 
Quattlebaum, Jr., of South Carolina, to 
be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Fourth Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of A. Marvin Quattlebaum, of South 
Carolina, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Fourth Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, Cindy Hyde-Smith, 
David Perdue, Mike Crapo, Mike 
Rounds, John Boozman, Ron Johnson, 
John Barrasso, Steve Daines, John Cor-
nyn, Johnny Isakson, John Thune, 
James E. Risch, Richard Burr, Lindsey 
Graham, Thom Tillis, Roy Blunt. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 1009. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Julius Ness 
Richardson, of South Carolina, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Fourth Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Julius Ness Richardson, of South 
Carolina, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Fourth Circuit. 

Mitch McConnell, Cindy Hyde-Smith, 
David Perdue, Mike Crapo, Mike 
Rounds, John Boozman, Ron Johnson, 
John Barrasso, Steve Daines, John Cor-
nyn, Johnny Isakson, John Thune, 
James E. Risch, Richard Burr, Lindsey 
Graham, Thom Tillis, Roy Blunt. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to 
the cloture motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING DOCUMENT 
PRODUCTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 604, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 
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