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Whereas, because the people of the United
States remain committed to protecting indi-
vidual freedom, there is a national impera-
tive to eliminate human trafficking and
modern slavery, which is commonly consid-
ered to mean—

(1) the recruitment, harboring, transpor-
tation, provision, or obtaining of an indi-
vidual through the use of force, fraud, or co-
ercion for the purpose of subjecting that in-
dividual to involuntary servitude, peonage,
debt bondage, or slavery; or

(2) the inducement of a commercial sex act
by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the
individual induced to perform that act is
younger than 18 years of age;

Whereas the Department of Justice has re-
ported that human trafficking and modern
slavery has been reported and investigated in
each of the 50 States and the District of Co-
lumbia;

Whereas, to help businesses in the United
States combat child labor and forced labor in
global supply chains, the Department of
Labor has identified 139 goods from 75 coun-
tries that are made by child labor and forced
labor;

Whereas the Department of State has re-
ported that the top 3 countries of origin of
Federally identified trafficking victims in
2016 were the United States, Mexico, and the
Philippines;

Whereas, to combat human trafficking and
modern slavery in the United States and
globally, the people of the United States, the
Federal Government, and State and local
governments must be—

(1) aware of the realities of human traf-
ficking and modern slavery; and

(2) dedicated to stopping the horrific enter-
prise of human trafficking and modern slav-
ery;

Whereas the United States should hold ac-
countable all individuals, groups, organiza-
tions, and countries that support, advance,
or commit acts of human trafficking and
modern slavery;

Whereas, through education, the United
States must also work to end human traf-
ficking and modern slavery in all forms in
the United States and around the world;

Whereas victims of human trafficking and
modern slavery should receive the necessary
resources and social services to escape, and
recover from, the physical, mental, emo-
tional, and spiritual trauma associated with
their victimization;

Whereas human traffickers use many phys-
ical and psychological techniques to control
a victim, including—

(1) the use of violence or threats of vio-
lence against the victim or the family of the
victim;

(2) isolation of the victim from the public;

(3) isolation of the victim from the family
and religious or ethnic community of the
victim;

(4) exploitation of language and cultural
barriers;

(5) shame;

(6) control of the possessions of the victim;

(7) confiscation of the passport and other
identification documents of the victim; and

(8) threats of arrest, deportation, or im-
prisonment if the victim attempts to reach
out for assistance or to escape;

Whereas, although laws to prosecute per-
petrators of human trafficking and to assist
and protect victims of human trafficking and
modern slavery, such as the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et
seq.), title XII of the Violence Against
Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public
Law 113-4; 127 Stat. 136), the Trade Facilita-
tion and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015 (19
U.S.C. 4301 et seq.), the Justice for Victims
of Trafficking Act of 2015 (Public Law 114-22;
129 Stat. 227), and the National Defense Au-
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thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public
Law 114-328; 130 Stat. 2000), have been en-
acted in the United States, it is essential to
increase public awareness, particularly
amongst individuals who are most likely to
come into contact with victims of human
trafficking and modern slavery, regarding
conditions and dynamics of human traf-
ficking and modern slavery precisely because
traffickers use techniques that are designed
to severely limit self-reporting and evade
law enforcement;

Whereas January 1 is the anniversary of
the effective date of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation;

Whereas February 1 is—

(1) the anniversary of the date on which
President Abraham Lincoln signed the joint
resolution sending the 13th Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States to the
States for ratification to forever declare
that ‘““‘Neither slavery nor involuntary ser-
vitude . . shall exist within the United
States, or any place subject to their jurisdic-
tion”’; and

(2) a date that has long been celebrated as
‘““National Freedom Day’’, as described in
section 124 of title 36, United States Code;
and

Whereas, under the authority of Congress
to enforce the 13th Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States ‘‘by appro-
priate legislation’, Congress, through the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000
(22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.), updated the post-Civil
War involuntary servitude and slavery stat-
utes and adopted an approach of victim pro-
tection, vigorous prosecution, and preven-
tion of human trafficking, commonly known
as the ‘3P approach”: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports—

(1) observing ‘‘National Trafficking and
Modern Slavery Prevention Month’ during
the period beginning on January 1, 2018, and
ending on February 1, 2018, to recognize the
vital role that the people of the United
States have in ending human trafficking and
modern slavery;

(2) marking the observation of ‘‘National
Trafficking and Modern Slavery Prevention
Month” with appropriate programs and ac-
tivities, culminating in the observance on
February 1, 2018, of ‘National Freedom
Day’’, as described in section 124 of title 36,
United States Code; and

(3) all other efforts to prevent, eradicate,
and raise awareness of, and opposition to,
human trafficking and modern slavery.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise to introduce a resolution in ob-
servance of National Trafficking and
Modern Slavery Prevention Month, to
bring awareness to the terrible scourge
of modern slavery and human traf-
ficking around the world.

In 2016 alone, the National Human
Trafficking Hotline received 26,727
calls to report incidents of human traf-
ficking in the United States. From
those calls, 7,793 victims were identi-
fied. These individuals were trafficked
across various sectors, economies, and
geographical regions under conditions
of force, fraud, or coercion.

The United States must not turn a
blind eye to this scourge. The State
Department estimates that 14,500 to
17,600 people are trafficked into the
U.S. each year. Amongst federally
identified trafficking victims in 2016,
the top three countries of origin in-
clude the United States.

Importantly, more than a quarter of
the trafficking cases identified by the
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National Human Trafficking Hotline
involved U.S. citizen victims. Accord-
ing to a recent study by Polaris, mod-
ern slavery and trafficking operates
throughout a range of U.S. industries
including our factories, our agricul-
tural centers, as well as our hospitality
and domestic work businesses.

We must all, as Americans, raise our
awareness of this pernicious crime that
often goes unnoticed and undetected in
our communities.

Part of the reason it is undetected is
that traffickers prey on vulnerable
populations—Ilike those in the juvenile
justice system—and use numerous
physical and psychological techniques
to control their victims behind closed
doors: isolating them from the public,
exploiting language and cultural bar-
riers, and threatening victims with vio-
lence.

These techniques are specifically de-
signed to prevent victims from coming
forward to authorities and they are ex-
tremely effective. This is why we must
do better. We must do everything we
can to raise public awareness so that
we can all recognize the warning signs.

I have been heartened that in recent
years, various private entities, such as
hotels, the travel industry, and re-
cently those in the convenience-store
industry, have all come together to
commit to training their employees to
better detect human trafficking and
modern slavery.

In addition to raising awareness,
January is also a month to renew our
commitment to enforce—and enact
laws to help eradicate modern slavery
and trafficking.

Back in 2000, Congress enacted the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act,
which marked a strong commitment to
prosecute traffickers and better aid
victims. This Congress, Judiciary
Chairman CHUCK GRASSLEY and I au-
thored the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2017, which was com-
plemented by the Cornyn-Klobuchar
Abolish Human Trafficking Act of 2017,
to update our trafficking laws to better
aid victims.

These bills passed the Senate in No-
vember, and the House should adopt
these measures quickly so they can be
signed into law.

Finally, in introducing today’s reso-
lution, I would like to thank Senator
GRASSLEY, Senator CORNYN, and Sen-
ator KLOBUCHAR for cosponsoring the
resolution, and for all of their leader-
ship in this area.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.
I yield the Floor.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Abir Dhalimi,
a fellow in my office, be granted floor
privileges through August 31, 2018.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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VETERAN PARTNERS’ EFFORTS TO
ENHANCE REINTEGRATION ACT

On Thursday, January 25, 2018, the
Senate passed S. 1873, as amended, as
follows:

S. 1873

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veteran
Partners’ Efforts to Enhance Reintegration
Act” or the ‘“Veteran PEER Act”.

SEC. 2. PROGRAM ON ESTABLISHMENT OF PEER
SPECIALISTS IN PATIENT ALIGNED
CARE TEAM SETTINGS WITHIN MED-
ICAL CENTERS OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall carry out a program
to establish not fewer than two peer special-
ists in patient aligned care teams at medical
centers of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to promote the use and integration of
services for mental health, substance use dis-
order, and behavior health in a primary care
setting.

(b) TIMEFRAME FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary shall carry out the
program at medical centers of the Depart-
ment as follows:

(1) Not later than December 31, 2018, at not
fewer than 25 medical centers of the Depart-
ment.

(2) Not later than December 31, 2019, at not
fewer than 50 medical centers of the Depart-
ment.

(¢) SELECTION OF LLOCATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall select
medical centers for the program as follows:

(A) Not fewer than five shall be medical
centers of the Department that are des-
ignated by the Secretary as polytrauma cen-
ters.

(B) Not fewer than ten shall be medical
centers of the Department that are not des-
ignated by the Secretary as polytrauma cen-
ters.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In selecting medical
centers for the program under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall consider the feasibility
and advisability of selecting medical centers
in the following areas:

(A) Rural areas and other areas that are
underserved by the Department.

(B) Areas that are not in close proximity
to an active duty military installation.

(C) Areas representing different geographic
locations, such as census tracts established
by the Bureau of the Census.

(d) GENDER-SPECIFIC SERVICES.—In car-
rying out the program at each location se-
lected under subsection (c), the Secretary
shall ensure that—

(1) the needs of female veterans are specifi-
cally considered and addressed; and

(2) female peer specialists are made avail-
able to female veterans who are treated at
each location.

(e) ENGAGEMENT WITH COMMUNITY PRO-
VIDERS.—At each location selected under
subsection (c), the Secretary shall consider
ways in which peer specialists can conduct
outreach to health care providers in the
community who are known to be serving vet-
erans to engage with those providers and
veterans served by those providers.

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) PERIODIC REPORTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and not less frequently than once every 180
days thereafter until the Secretary deter-
mines that the program is being carried out
at the last location to be selected under sub-
section (c), the Secretary shall submit to
Congress a report on the program.
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(B) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by
subparagraph (A) shall, with respect to the
180-day period preceding the submittal of the
report, include the following:

(i) The findings and conclusions of the Sec-
retary with respect to the program.

(ii) An assessment of the benefits of the
program to veterans and family members of
veterans.

(iii) An assessment of the effectiveness of
peer specialists in engaging under subsection
(e) with health care providers in the commu-
nity and veterans served by those providers.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 days
after the Secretary determines that the pro-
gram is being carried out at the last location
to be selected under subsection (c), the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report de-
tailing the recommendations of the Sec-
retary as to the feasibility and advisability
of expanding the program to additional loca-
tions.

———

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 101, which was re-
ceived from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 101)
providing for a joint session of Congress to
receive a message from the President.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 101) was agreed to.

———

AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF
ESCORT COMMITTEE

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Presiding
Officer of the Senate be authorized to
appoint a committee on the part of the
Senate to join with a like committee
on the part of the House of Representa-
tives to escort the President of the
United States into the House Chamber
for the joint session to be held at 9 p.m.
on Tuesday, January 30, 2018.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—READING OF WASHING-
TON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the resolution of the Senate
of January 24, 1901, the traditional
reading of Washington’s Farewell Ad-
dress take place on Monday, February
26, following the prayer and pledge; fur-
ther, that Senator PETERS be recog-
nized to deliver the address.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that notwithstanding the provisions of
rule XXII, the Senate vote on con-
firmation of the Stras nomination at
2:15 p.m. on Tuesday, January 30; and
that if confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY
30, 2018

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Tuesday, January
30; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Stras nomination; finally,
that the Senate recess from 12:30 p.m.
until 2:15 p.m., and that all time during
recess, adjournment, morning business,
and leader remarks count postcloture
on the Stras nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator CASEY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, tonight I
rise to speak about two matters. The
first is the issue of community health
centers, which, of course, is a major
issue for States across the country.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-10T01:19:51-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




