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Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. KAINE: 
S. 3308. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to provide for teacher and 
school leader quality enhancement and to 
enhance institutional aid; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
PORTMAN): 

S. 3309. A bill to authorize cyber incident 
response teams at the Department of Home-
land Security, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr. 
CRAPO): 

S. 3310. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Labor to award grants to organizations for 
the provision of transition assistance to 
members of the Armed Forces who are sepa-
rated, retired, or discharged from the Armed 
Forces, and spouses of such members, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 3311. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit interference with 
voting systems under the Computer Fraud 
and Abuse Act; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. MERKLEY: 
S. 3312. A bill to suspend proposed rule-

making signed by former Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency Scott 
Pruitt, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. SANDERS: 
S. 3313. A bill to improve dental care pro-

vided to veterans by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. KAINE, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. BENNET, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 3314. A bill to improve Federal data col-
lection by requiring the collection of infor-
mation on sexual orientation and gender 
identity in the decennial census and the 
American Community Survey; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 3315. A bill to allow for the taking of 
pinnipeds on the Columbia River and its trib-
utaries to protect endangered and threatened 
species of salmon and other nonlisted fish 
species; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr. 
CARDIN): 

S. Res. 600. A resolution recognizing July 
28, 2018, as ‘‘World Hepatitis Day’’; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 220 

At the request of Mr. SASSE, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 

(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 220, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to prohibit a 
health care practitioner from failing to 
exercise the proper degree of care in 
the case of a child who survives an 
abortion or attempted abortion. 

S. 294 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 294, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to 
clarify the Food and Drug Administra-
tion’s jurisdiction over certain tobacco 
products, and to protect jobs and small 
businesses involved in the sale, manu-
facturing and distribution of tradi-
tional and premium cigars. 

S. 351 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 351, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to provide for 
comprehensive student achievement 
information. 

S. 681 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 681, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve the 
benefits and services provided by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to 
women veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 817 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator 
from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 817, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to increase the age requirement 
with respect to eligibility for qualified 
ABLE programs. 

S. 910 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 910, a bill to prohibit discrimi-
nation against individuals with disabil-
ities who need long-term services and 
supports, and for other purposes. 

S. 1023 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1023, a bill to reauthorize the 
Tropical Forest Conservation Act of 
1998 through fiscal year 2021, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1050 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the names of the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1050, a bill to award 
a Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the Chinese-American Vet-
erans of World War II, in recognition of 
their dedicated service during World 
War II. 

S. 1084 
At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the 

names of the Senator from Indiana 

(Mr. DONNELLY) and the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. BLUNT) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1084, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to require that 
the Director of the Bureau of Prisons 
ensure that each chief executive officer 
of a Federal penal or correctional insti-
tution provides a secure storage area 
located outside of the secure perimeter 
of the Federal penal or correctional in-
stitution for firearms carried by cer-
tain employees of the Bureau of Pris-
ons, and for other purposes. 

S. 1318 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1318, a bill to protect the rights of 
passengers with disabilities in air 
transportation, and for other purposes. 

S. 1413 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. JONES) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1413, a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of Education to award 
grants to establish teacher leader de-
velopment programs. 

S. 1509 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1509, a bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to au-
thorize an extension of exclusivity pe-
riods for certain drugs that are ap-
proved for a new indication for a rare 
disease or condition, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1596 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1596, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to increase cer-
tain funeral benefits for veterans, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2114 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2114, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the 5307th Com-
posite Unit (Provisional), commonly 
known as ‘‘Merrill’s Marauders’’, in 
recognition of their bravery and out-
standing service in the jungles of 
Burma during World War II. 

S. 2296 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2296, a bill to increase access to agency 
guidance documents. 

S. 2823 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2823, a bill to mod-
ernize copyright law, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2956 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
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(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2956, a bill to intensify 
stem cell research showing evidence of 
substantial clinical benefit to patients, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2957 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2957, a bill to amend the Horse Protec-
tion Act to designate additional unlaw-
ful acts under the Act, strengthen pen-
alties for violations of the Act, im-
prove Department of Agriculture en-
forcement of the Act, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3029 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3029, a bill to revise and extend 
the Prematurity Research Expansion 
and Education for Mothers who deliver 
Infants Early Act (PREEMIE Act). 

S. 3057 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3057, a bill to provide for 
the processing by U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection of certain inter-
national mail shipments and to require 
the provision of advance electronic in-
formation on international mail ship-
ments of mail. 

S. 3113 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3113, a bill to promote 
dairy product innovation, including in 
specialty cheese, and value-added dairy 
product development for the economic 
benefit of United States dairy farmers 
and their communities. 

S. 3143 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) and the Senator from 
California (Ms. HARRIS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3143, a bill to provide 
for a coordinated Federal program to 
accelerate quantum research and de-
velopment for the economic and na-
tional security of the United States. 

S. 3247 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3247, a bill to improve programs and 
activities relating to women’s entre-
preneurship and economic empower-
ment that are carried out by the 
United States Agency for International 
Development, and for other purposes. 

S. 3257 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER), the Senator from Maine 
(Ms. COLLINS) and the Senator from 
Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 3257, a bill to 
impose sanctions on foreign persons re-
sponsible for serious violations of 
international law regarding the protec-
tion of civilians during armed conflict, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3266 

At the request of Mr. JONES, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3266, a bill to require a study of the 
well-being of the United States auto-
motive industry and to stay the inves-
tigation into the national security ef-
fects of automotive imports until the 
study is completed, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3273 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3273, a bill to improve the 
safety, efficiency, and reliability of the 
movement of goods through ports and 
intermodal connections to ports, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3275 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3275, a bill to amend the 
Russia Sanctions Review Act of 2017 to 
ensure appropriate congressional re-
view and the continued applicability of 
sanctions under the Sergei Magnitsky 
Rule of Law Accountability Act of 2012. 

S. RES. 571 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 571, a resolution condemning 
the ongoing illegal occupation of Cri-
mea by the Russian Federation. 

S. RES. 572 

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 572, a resolution sup-
porting the officers and personnel who 
carry out the important mission of 
U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3459 

At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3459 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 6147, a 
bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3464 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3464 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 6147, a bill making 
appropriations for the Department of 
the Interior, environment, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3477 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) and the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 3477 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 6147, a 
bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 

and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3524 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 3524 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 6147, a 
bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3532 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3532 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 6147, a 
bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3600 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 3600 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 6147, a bill making ap-
propriations for the Department of the 
Interior, environment, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3608 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Ms. DUCKWORTH), the Senator 
from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the 
Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN), the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN), the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL), the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. UDALL), the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the 
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 3608 proposed to H.R. 6147, a 
bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3609 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Ms. DUCKWORTH), the Senator 
from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the 
Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN), the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 3609 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 6147, a 
bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3610 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:24 Aug 01, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00057 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A31JY6.017 S31JYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5520 July 31, 2018 
DURBIN), the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Ms. DUCKWORTH), the Senator 
from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the 
Senator from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN), the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN), the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL), the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. UDALL), the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the 
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 3610 intended to be proposed 
to H.R. 6147, a bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2019, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3611 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3611 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 6147, a 
bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3612 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3612 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 6147, a 
bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3641 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 3641 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 6147, a bill making ap-
propriations for the Department of the 
Interior, environment, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3670 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from 
Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator 
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS), the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the Sen-
ator from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) and the 
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 3670 proposed to H.R. 6147, a 
bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3676 
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3676 pro-
posed to H.R. 6147, a bill making appro-
priations for the Department of the In-
terior, environment, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. KAINE: 
S. 3308. A bill to amend the Higher 

Education Act of 1965 to provide for 
teacher and school leader quality en-
hancement and to enhance institu-
tional aid; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President. As the 
skills students need to be successful in 
the 21st century evolve, so too must 
the type of instruction they receive. 
Educators must provide educational 
opportunities that teach to the chal-
lenging State academic standards that 
meet the needs of an increasingly di-
verse student population. At the start 
of every school year we see the same 
news headlines about exploding class 
sizes and districts facing unfillable 
openings. Teacher and principal short-
ages plague the whole country, and are 
worst in our rural communities, but 
it’s a problem we can solve. 

In 2015–16, more than half of U.S. 
States reported shortages of educators 
in mathematics, science, career and 
technical education and for English 
learners. Further, 48 States identified 
special education as a shortage area in 
their reports to the U.S. Department of 
Education and half of all schools and 
90% of high-poverty schools are strug-
gling to find qualified special edu-
cation teachers. If current trends con-
tinue, we would see as few as 200,000 
available teacher hires each year by 
2025, resulting in a gap of more than 
100,000 teachers annually. 

Additionally, in public schools today, 
the majority of the student population 
is comprised of students of color; how-
ever, teachers of color only comprised 
20% of the teacher workforce in 2015–16. 
African American teachers made up 
more than 8% of teachers in 1987, but 
only made up 6.7% in 2015. It is critical 
for our teaching workforce to grow 
more reflective of the population of 
students it serves. 

This is why I am pleased to introduce 
today the Preparing and Retaining 
Education Professionals Act, or PREP 
Act. The PREP Act aims to increase 
access to high-quality teacher and 
leader preparation, diversify the teach-
er workforce, and address the signifi-
cant national teacher and school short-
ages. More specifically, this legislation 
would expand the definition of ‘‘high 
need’’ districts under the Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act (ESSA) to include 
those experiencing teacher shortages in 
rural communities and in areas such as 
special education, English language, 
science, technology, engineering, 
math, and CTE, to allow for access to 
additional support and improvement. It 
would also encourage school districts 
to create partnerships with local com-
munity colleges and universities to en-
sure their programs are educating fu-
ture teachers in areas where there is a 
shortage of educators. It would in-
crease access to teacher and school 
leader residency programs and prepara-

tion training and require States to 
identify areas of teacher or leader 
shortages by subject across public 
schools and use that data to target 
their efforts. Additionally, the PREP 
Act increases support for teacher prep-
aration programs at Minority Serving 
Institutions (MSIs) or Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs) to support a diverse and well- 
prepared educator workforce. 

The improvement of our country’s 
educational system lies in our ability 
to prepare, support, and retain quality 
educators. When teachers and school 
leaders are equipped with the knowl-
edge and tools they need to succeed, 
they are more likely to stay in their 
roles and positively impact young peo-
ple and their communities. As we move 
towards the reauthorization of the 
Higher Education Act, I hope that my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle see 
the PREP Act as a commonsense op-
portunity to help ensure that students 
in every zip code across the country 
have access to t well-prepared teachers 
and school leaders they deserve. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 600—RECOG-
NIZING JULY 28, 2018, AS ‘‘WORLD 
HEPATITIS DAY’’ 
Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr. 

CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions: 

S. RES. 600 

Whereas hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and the 
incidence of liver disease caused by such vi-
ruses have become urgent problems of a glob-
al proportion; 

Whereas, worldwide, an estimated— 
(1) 1,340,000 people die each year due to hep-

atitis; 
(2) 257,000,000 people live with chronic hepa-

titis B; 
(3) 887,000 people die each year mostly due 

to a liver-related illness caused by hepatitis 
B; 

(4) 71,000,000 people are chronically infected 
with hepatitis C; and 

(5) 399,000 people die each year due to a 
liver-related illness caused by hepatitis C; 

Whereas, in the United States, an esti-
mated— 

(1) 5,700,000 people are infected with hepa-
titis B or hepatitis C; 

(2) 2,200,000 people are chronically infected 
with hepatitis B; and 

(3) 3,500,000 people are chronically infected 
with hepatitis C; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (referred to in this preamble 
as the ‘‘CDC’’) estimates that, in 2016, there 
were 20,900 new acute hepatitis B infections 
and 41,200 new acute hepatitis C infections in 
the United States; 

Whereas the CDC has found significant in-
creases in the amount of new hepatitis cases 
in the United States since 2010, including a 
3.5-fold increase between 2010 and 2016 in re-
ported cases of acute hepatitis C infections; 

Whereas chronic viral hepatitis claims 
thousands of lives each year in the United 
States, with an estimated 18,153 deaths due 
to hepatitis C in 2016; 

Whereas, between 2015 and 2020, there is es-
timated to be $136,000,000,000 in hepatitis C 
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