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connection with a speech he had deliv-
ered to the Alabama Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. She and Allen, a wid-
ower with two children, were instantly 
attracted to each other and married in 
August 1964, after a whirlwind, 4-month 
courtship. 

When Alabama Senator Lister Hill 
chose not to seek reelection to the U.S. 
Senate in 1968, Jim Allen sought and 
won election to his seat. In January of 
1969, Maryon and Jim moved to Wash-
ington, D.C., as Jim began his term in 
the 91st Congress. From Washington, 
Maryon began writing a new column 
called Reflections of a News Hen, which 
was regionally syndicated in several 
southeastern newspapers and won Ala-
bama Press Association awards for 
‘‘best original column.’’ She also 
served as chair of the Blair House Fine 
Arts Commission in 1974, appointed to 
the position by President Gerald Ford. 

Jim Allen died suddenly, of a heart 
attack, on June 1, 1978. One week later, 
Alabama Governor George Wallace ap-
pointed Maryon to fill her husband’s 
seat until the special election, which 
was scheduled to take place in Novem-
ber. Mrs. Allen pledged to ‘‘continue to 
espouse the great principles of govern-
ment to which Senator Allen dedicated 
his life. When I cast a vote on the floor 
of the U.S. Senate, it will reflect the 
philosophy he expressed so eloquently 
and strongly during his almost 10 years 
of service.’’ 

Mrs. Allen served 5 months in the 
Senate. She was the first woman to 
serve on the Judiciary Committee, and 
she presided over the Senate on several 
occasions, but even as a Senator, she 
stayed true to her roots and continued 
writing her ‘‘Reflections’’ newspaper 
column. 

Shortly after Mrs. Allen left the Sen-
ate in 1978, Washington Post editor-in- 
chief Ben Bradlee invited her to write a 
weekly social column about life and 
events inside the Beltway. Until 1981, 
Allen remained in Washington, writing 
‘‘Maryon Allen’s Washington’’ and en-
tertaining Post readers with her trade-
mark wit and style. Eventually, how-
ever, Maryon returned to Birmingham 
to be near her family and friends. Back 
home, she began yet another career as 
one of America’s finest restorers of an-
tique wedding dresses, christening 
gowns, and other heirloom textiles, 
using skills she had learned from her 
grandmother. Allen and her extraor-
dinary artistry were featured in several 
national magazines. 

My wife, Louise, and I wish to extend 
our gratitude for Mrs. Allen’s service, 
as well as our condolences for her loss 
to her children Joshua Sanford 
Mullins, III, and his wife Eugenia; John 
Pittman Mullins and his wife, Alison; 
and Maryon Allen Allen, widow of the 
late Stephen Allen; to her stepson 
James Browning Allen, Jr., and to her 
six grandchildren, and four great- 
grandchildren. 

Maryon Allen was independent, intel-
ligent, and charismatic, with a self-de-
scribed ‘‘penchant for being irrev-

erent.’’ She faced life’s challenges fear-
lessly, refusing to be defeated by adver-
sity. She can now rest in peace after a 
life well-lived. 

f 

REMEMBERING LAURA EFURD 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, I rise to 

commemorate the life and public serv-
ice of Laura Efurd who passed away on 
July 2, 2018. 

Losing someone as hard-working, 
level-headed, and good humored as 
Laura is not easy. I was proud that 
Laura was willing to return to public 
service as my State administrative 
manager. She provided a steady, expe-
rienced hand, and balanced it with her 
kindness and genial nature. Her reg-
ular, day-to-day presence helped me 
and my staff a great deal. We miss her. 

Laura had a life well-lived. She was 
born in Kona, HI and raised in Mililani. 

Laura left Hawaii for college at 
Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia, and earned a master’s de-
gree from American University in 
Washington, DC. She established her-
self professionally on Capitol Hill 
working first for Congressman Robin-
son from Arkansas, then as legislative 
director for almost 9 years to my 
friend, Congresswoman Patsy T. Mink 
of Hawaii. 

Patsy was well known for standing 
up for underserved communities, in-
cluding women and minorities, and a 
tireless fighter for social justice and 
expanding access to quality health care 
and education. While Patsy was a force 
of nature, we all know what an impor-
tant role that staff plays in a congres-
sional office to support and execute the 
work of their Members. As legislative 
director, Laura was instrumental in 
working with Patsy. She helped spear-
head the establishment of the Congres-
sional Asian Pacific American Caucus, 
CAPAC, founded by Representative 
Mink and Norm Mineta, D–CA, in 1994. 
Laura served as the caucus’s primary 
staffer during Representative Mink’s 
term as chair. CAPAC’s creation helped 
to initiate and provide a much needed 
voice for the AAPI community in Con-
gress. At its start, CAPAC was made up 
of two Senators and five AAPI House 
Members representing Hawaii, Cali-
fornia, American Samoa, and Guam. 
Since then, the caucus has grown to 22 
members, with 3 Senators and 19 House 
Members representing 10 States and 
territories. 

Laura was also a founding member of 
the Congressional Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Staff Association, CAPASA, and 
helped to support the internships that 
CAPASA sponsors through the Asian 
Pacific American Institute for Con-
gressional Studies. 

Through her commitment to public 
service—particularly in the Asian 
American and Pacific Islanders, AAPI, 
community—a greater number of indi-
viduals have had the opportunity to re-
alize their dream of service to our Na-
tion. 

After nearly a decade serving on the 
Hill, Laura moved to the executive 

branch, where she served in the U.S. 
Department of Labor before working in 
the Clinton White House. There, as 
Deputy Director of the Office of Public 
Liaison, she worked to build bridges for 
the AAPI community across the coun-
try into the highest levels of our Na-
tion’s government. She helped to iden-
tify and confirm key AAPI appoint-
ments and was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the White House Initiative on 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, 
another institution to expand oppor-
tunity to the AAPI community that is 
still in existence today. 

After her service in the White House, 
Laura headed to San Francisco and 
worked for ZeroDivide, a nonprofit fo-
cused on helping underserved commu-
nities understand and unlock tech-
nology as a means of expanding eco-
nomic opportunity, civic engagement, 
and healthy outcomes. 

In recognition of her work building 
enduring institutions that expand op-
portunity within the AAPI community, 
Laura was awarded this year’s Jose M. 
Montano, Jr. Award from the Congres-
sional Asian Pacific American Staff 
Association. This award recognizes a 
Capitol Hill alum who has gone above 
and beyond to sustain a pipeline of 
AAPI staffers and leaders on the Hill. 

Over the years, she has found other 
ways to serve and promote oppor-
tunity. She served as a member of the 
Federal Communications Commission 
Consumer Advisory Committee, with 
the Center for Women’s Policy Studies, 
and as, chair of the Governor of Cali-
fornia’s Task Force on Broadband, 
Community Development, and Public/ 
Private Partnerships. In these roles, 
Laura’s work was always about giving 
a voice to people who had all too often 
been overlooked or forgotten. 

All along, Laura touched many peo-
ple with her care and compassion, gen-
erosity of spirit, and gracious tenacity. 
She poured all of her energy into what-
ever she was working on. In one in-
stance, I recall that for our staff re-
treat, she worked at great length to 
create games that brought staff with 
diverse backgrounds together for a 
common purpose, to share the unique-
ness of Hawaii, and to reinforce the 
reason why those of us in public service 
do what we do. 

It is difficult when we lose someone 
who was so full of life and still had 
much potential. We remember Laura as 
a giving individual who shared so much 
with so many. Laura made a positive 
impact during her life, one that ex-
tends from coast to coast, and took her 
from Hawaii to the highest levels of 
our government. As her brother Steve 
wrote on the day she passed: 

Her impact on people was never more evi-
dent than during the outpouring of support 
she had during the past year and especially 
during the past few weeks. The impact she 
had will be felt way beyond the end of her 
time on earth. Her time here with us is pau. 
But Laura will live on in our hearts, our 
memories, our actions, our stories, as well as 
in programs she helped guide, in legislation 
she helped to craft, and in her crafts, and in 
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the example she set. Our celebration of her 
life here with us is going to be a special one. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO FRED GRIMSEY 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to recognize Fred 
Grimsey, in whose honor a beach in 
Waterford, CT, will be named Grimsey 
Beach on August 11, 2018. I have had 
the honor of seeing firsthand the many 
amazing accomplishments of Fred 
Grimsey over the past decade. 

Mr. Grimsey is the founder and presi-
dent of Save the River-Save the Hills, 
Inc., a nonprofit, grassroots environ-
mental organization focused on pre-
serving the health of the Niantic River 
Estuary, its watershed, and the natural 
beauty of the Oswegatchie Hills. 

In 2003, Mr. Grimsey built a system 
to use his boat as a pump-out vessel. 
Relying on his personal funds for 2 
years to keep what became the Pump- 
Out Program going, Mr. Grimsey has 
since secured grants from the DEEP 
and the towns of Waterford and East 
Lyme, CT, to maintain it. Just this 
year, over 16,000 gallons of sewerage 
were pumped from boats on the Niantic 
River, preventing a significant amount 
of pollution from being dumped in the 
river. 

As director of the Pump-Out Pro-
gram and president of Save the River- 
Save the Hills, Mr. Grimsey has 
worked long hours to improve the di-
versity and amount of aquatic life in 
the estuary, encourage safe recreation, 
and enhance economic growth of the 
Niantic River area. His determined 
dedication has helped lead to the des-
ignation of the river and the Long Is-
land Sound as a Federal No Discharge 
Zone. 

Mr. Grimsey’s significant environ-
mental efforts has extended Statewide, 
including serving on numerous com-
mittees centered on improving water-
ways in and around Connecticut. 

Currently, Mr. Grimsey and Save the 
River-Save the Hills are working on a 
Unified Water Study with the Con-
necticut Fund for the Environment. 
The goal of the study is to encourage 
collaboration between multiple moni-
toring groups in order to measure the 
ecological health of a local bay, cove, 
or harbor. 

Mr. Grimsey’s positive impact upon 
the Niantic River has greatly bene-
fitted our State. In 2008, he received 
the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award for the State of Connecticut, 
and in 2017, I was proud to recognize his 
environmental achievements by pre-
senting Mr. Grimsey with the Aquarion 
Environmental Champion Award in the 
adult category. 

I applaud his tireless efforts to im-
prove and protect the Niantic River, 
and I hope my colleagues will join me 
in congratulating Mr. Grimsey on his 
well-earned honor.∑ 

REMEMBERING DORIS IVY 
∑ Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, 
today I wish to honor the life of Doris 
Ivy of Illinois. In 1991, Doris Ivy re-
ceived a second chance at life after re-
ceiving a new kidney from a generous 
donor. 

The way her family sees it, Doris was 
able to live an extra 27 years, thanks to 
that kidney transplant. She made the 
most out of those years. She was an ac-
tive volunteer, an election judge, a tal-
ented cook, a choir singer, and a moth-
er to nine children. On June 29, 2018, 
Doris passed away at the age of 85. 

Her family members, which include 
Illinois’ Secretary of State Jesse 
White, are thankful for those extra 
years. Due to Doris’s successful trans-
plant, they all became strong advo-
cates for organ and tissue donations. 

Doris is survived by her sister Cora, 6 
of her 9 children, 12 of her 17 grand-
children, 39 of her 40 great-grand-
children, and 12 of her great-great- 
grandchildren. Her service to her com-
munity is remarkable, and her story 
inspiring. I stand here today to remem-
ber her life and applaud the generosity 
of all organ donors across America.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING HELEN SHORES 
LEE 

∑ Mr. JONES. Mr. President, it is my 
honor today to celebrate the life and 
service of Judge Helen Shores Lee of 
Alabama, who died on July 2, 2018. The 
daughter of respected civil rights at-
torney Arthur Shores, Judge Lee was a 
civil rights advocate and pioneer in her 
own right. She was the first African- 
American woman to serve as judge in 
the civil division of the circuit court in 
Jefferson County, AL, and she devoted 
her life to making sure that all people 
are cared for, concerned about, and 
spoken up for. 

Helen Shores Lee lived a life of exem-
plary courage, dedication, and gen-
erosity, and I am fortunate to have 
known her. I am even more blessed to 
have called her my friend. 

Helen developed courage as a young 
girl growing up in the Smithfield area 
of Birmingham. The Shores family 
home was on ‘‘Dynamite Hill,’’ so 
named because of the dozens of un-
solved bombings there during the civil 
rights struggles that convulsed the Bir-
mingham area from the late 1940s to 
the 1960s. In the summer of 1963, Hel-
en’s own home was bombed twice, just 
weeks before a bomb exploded at the 
16th Street Baptist Church nearby, 
killing four little girls who were her 
friends. Two years later, another bomb 
was discovered in the Shores’ yard, but 
fortunately, that one was defused be-
fore it exploded. Despite the damage 
they caused and the terror they were 
intended to inspire, those bombs did 
not deter or displace the Shores family, 
nor did they dissuade the rest of the 
African-American community from the 
patient pursuit of equality. 

Though her father was small in stat-
ure, Judge Lee described him as a 

‘‘giant in life.’’ Helen used to tell a 
story about one time, when a car full of 
White men was driving around her 
neighborhood pointing a gun out the 
window. Frustrated and frightened, 
young Helen ran in the house and got a 
gun of her own. Her father followed her 
out onto the porch, took the gun from 
her hands, and taught her the impor-
tance of fighting ‘‘the right way.’’ 

Judge Lee’s courage was bolstered by 
her faith, which she also learned from 
her father. Recalling the threats and 
the bombings, Judge Lee said, ‘‘It was 
our Christian faith that got us through 
this ordeal. My dad prayed constantly. 
We witnessed that.’’ The Shores home 
was directly across the street from the 
First Congregational Church, where 
Shores was Sunday school super-
intendent, deacon, and trustee. Even at 
the end of his life, his daughters pushed 
him across Center Street in a wheel-
chair so he could get to church. Arthur 
Shores died in that house on Dynamite 
Hill, now an unofficial landmark of the 
civil rights movement. 

With her sister Barbara and author 
Denise George, in 2012, Judge Lee pub-
lished ‘‘The Gentle Giant of Dynamite 
Hill,’’ a biography of her father that 
tells how Shores, a former high school 
principal, became one of the Nation’s 
top civil rights attorneys. Shores han-
dled a number of high-profile cases, in-
cluding representing Autherine Lucy, 
the first Black student to attend the 
University of Alabama. Shores also 
represented the Reverend Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., when he was indicted for 
leading the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

From 1971 to 1987, Judge Lee worked 
as a clinical psychologist, serving her 
patients and the community with dedi-
cation and compassion. In 1986, she 
dedicated herself to a new kind of serv-
ice, becoming a magistrate for the city 
of Birmingham. After graduating from 
the Cumberland School of Law in 1987, 
she joined her father to form Shores & 
Lee, where she practiced law until she 
was appointed circuit judge of the 
Tenth Judicial Court of Alabama and 
assumed the bench in January 2003. 
She was twice reelected by the citizens 
of Jefferson County. Although she re-
tired in 2015, Judge Lee continued to 
give generously of her time and talent 
to a number of organizations. 

Judge Lee’s commitment to her com-
munity included serving as a member 
of the Alabama State Ethics Commis-
sion from 1996–2000 and as its chair-
woman from 1999–2000. She also chaired 
the community advisory board of the 
University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham’s Minority Health and Re-
search Center, she was a trustee for 
Leadership Birmingham, she was a 
member of the Cumberland School of 
Law advisory board, and she served on 
the boards of Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Alabama, Campfire, Inc., the Civil 
Rights Institute, the Young Women’s 
Christian Association, and many more. 
In 2013, the Young Women’s Christian 
Association of Central Alabama hon-
ored Judge Lee with the Jeana P. 
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