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professions, but many of these licens-
ing requirements are simply protec-
tionism. They do nothing to protect 
consumers or ensure the public safety. 
They simply protect the incumbents’ 
interests and erect large barriers to 
entry. They make it more difficult for 
new folks to learn and practice new 
trades and preserve exclusive access to 
those who have the means and the time 
necessary to jump through all the pro-
cedural and financial hoops. 

Existing licensing rules perpetuate 
the status quo and stifle new talent. 
Oftentimes, they are totally unneces-
sary, as you may have gathered from 
my comments, and certainly burden-
some. When that happens, they need to 
be eliminated. 

Last year in Austin, I had a chance 
to meet with people in the cosme-
tology, heating and ventilation, and 
other industries, and we talked about 
how licensing requirements impact 
their industries, as well as job cre-
ation, upward mobility, and public 
safety. 

Around that same time, the Institute 
for Justice ranked Texas licensure re-
quirements as the 17th most burden-
some in the country. That is not a sta-
tistic I am proud of. So, naturally, we 
spoke about ways we can reduce the 
burden on job seekers. 

That is where the bill I sponsored 
comes in, the New HOPE Act, which is 
part of this Perkins reauthorization 
bill. It provides additional authority to 
State Governors receiving funds for ca-
reer and technical education. It gives 
them discretion to consolidate or 
eliminate licenses or certifications 
that provide limited consumer protec-
tion or pose an unnecessary and some-
times insurmountable barrier to entry 
for aspiring men and women seeking to 
enter certain professions. If you want 
to be a hairdresser or an eyebrow 
threader or a roofer or a mortician, we 
should support you 100 percent. We 
shouldn’t condone the erection of bar-
riers to your entering this profession 
once you have satisfied the necessary 
and important qualifications and train-
ing. There are certain training steps 
that are a good idea, and I am not sug-
gesting otherwise, but you shouldn’t 
have to wait for years and waste thou-
sands of dollars in order to get there. 
That is what this bill is all about. 

I am grateful to my Democratic co-
sponsor, the junior Senator from 
Michigan, as well as the bill’s cham-
pions over in the House, Representa-
tive WALBERG and Representative 
CUELLAR. We couldn’t have gotten this 
done without them. I look forward to 
the President’s signature. I know that 
once it becomes law, it will work to 
further enhance the positive economic 
climate that we have seen under this 
administration, with the jaw-dropping 
announcement of last Friday that the 
economy is burning so hot that the 
gross domestic product has gone up by 
4.1 percent in the last quarter alone. 

There are many steps to turning this 
economy around. One of the biggest, of 

course, was the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, 
which we passed last year and which 
has had transformative effects. So I am 
optimistic that legislation like the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act will continue to 
allow getting out of the way of the peo-
ple who are creating opportunity and 
growing the economy and wages and 
take-home pay. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Dakota. 
NOMINATION OF BRETT KAVANAUGH 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, the con-
firmation process for Judge Kavanaugh 
continues and, predictably, so does the 
Democrat hysteria. It is the same old 
playbook: Any Supreme Court nominee 
from a Republican President is guaran-
teed to destroy the Constitution, abol-
ish our rights, and endanger the lives 
of the American people. I am not exag-
gerating for effect. Those are actual 
accusations from Democrats and lib-
eral interest groups. 

In the lead-up to Justice Gorsuch’s 
confirmation, the head of one liberal 
organization stated that there was 
‘‘substantial evidence’’ that if 
Gorsuch’s ‘‘egregious views were to be-
come law, Americans’ lives . . . would 
be put at risk in untold ways.’’ A year 
into Justice Gorsuch’s tenure on the 
Supreme Court, Americans seem to be 
doing OK. 

But that didn’t stop the former 
Democratic Governor of Virginia from 
tweeting that ‘‘the nomination of 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh will threaten 
the lives of millions of Americans for 
decades to come.’’ 

Then, of course, there is that other 
favorite Democrat accusation—that 
the Constitution will be put in jeop-
ardy if we confirm a Republican Presi-
dent’s Supreme Court nominee. In the 
lead-up to Judge Kavanaugh’s nomina-
tion, the junior Senator from Cali-
fornia said: ‘‘We’re looking at a de-
struction of the Constitution of the 
United States.’’ 

I have to say that I find this accusa-
tion particularly hilarious because if 
there is one thing that we can count on 
Judge Kavanaugh to do, it is to defend 
the Constitution. In fact, his respect 
for the Constitution and the rule of law 
is perhaps the distinguishing feature of 
his jurisprudence. 

In a speech last year, Judge 
Kavanaugh said: 

As I see it, the Constitution is primarily a 
document of majestic specificity, and those 
specific words have meaning. Absent con-
stitutional amendment, those words con-
tinue to bind us as judges, legislators, and 
executive officials. 

Later on in the same speech, Judge 
Kavanaugh noted: 

Because it is so hard, and because it is not 
easy even to pass federal legislation, pres-
sure is often put on the courts and the Su-
preme Court in particular to update the Con-
stitution to reflect the times. In the views of 
some, the Constitution is a living document, 
and the Court must ensure that the Con-
stitution adapts to meet the changing times. 

For those of us who believe that the judges 
are confined to interpreting and applying the 

Constitution and laws as they are written 
and not as we might wish they were written, 
we too believe in a Constitution that lives 
and endures and in statutes that live and en-
dure. But we believe that changes to the 
Constitution and laws are to be made by the 
people through the amendment process and, 
where appropriate, through the legislative 
process—not by the courts snatching that 
constitutional or legislative authority for 
themselves. 

In short, if there is one thing the 
American people can count on, it is 
that Judge Kavanaugh will uphold the 
Constitution, even when he doesn’t like 
the result. He will not attempt to legis-
late from the bench or to make the 
Constitution say what he wants it to 
say. Anyone who comes before Judge 
Kavanaugh can be certain that he will 
rule based on the facts of the case, the 
law, and the Constitution, and nothing 
else—not his personal feelings, not his 
political opinions, not his beliefs about 
what the law should be, but just the 
plain text of the law and the Constitu-
tion. That is the kind of judge that all 
of us, including the Democrats, should 
want on the Supreme Court—the kind 
of judge who, in the words of Judge 
Kavanaugh, will decide ‘‘cases based on 
settled principles without regard to 
policy preferences or political alle-
giances or which party is on which side 
in a particular case.’’ 

The truth of the matter is that 
Democrats are not worried that Judge 
Kavanaugh will not uphold the Con-
stitution. Let’s be clear about that. 
They know very well that he will. 
What they are worried about is that he 
will not deliver their preferred out-
comes and that his judicial opinions 
will conflict with the Democrats’ polit-
ical opinions. Democrats aren’t looking 
for a qualified Supreme Court Justice. 
They are looking for a political 
rubberstamp. 

For Democrats, the only good Su-
preme Court Justice is a Supreme 
Court Justice who will use his or her 
power to advance the political agenda 
of the Democratic Party. Just look at 
the Democrat Senator who announced 
his opposition to the President’s Su-
preme Court nomination before the 
President had actually nominated any-
one. That is right. The Democrat Sen-
ator announced plans to oppose the 
nominee before a nominee even existed. 

Well, that is all the evidence we need 
that Democrats’ opposition to Judge 
Kavanaugh is based not on any actual 
problems with Judge Kavanaugh but on 
Democrats’ ideological opposition to 
any nominee they are not sure will be 
a rubberstamp for the Democrat agen-
da. 

The confirmation process will con-
tinue, and I am sure the hysteria from 
Democrats will continue as well, but 
the Senate will move forward with the 
business of confirming another out-
standing judge of the Supreme Court. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Before I close, Mr. President, I would 

like to say just a couple of words about 
the economic numbers released last 
week. On Friday, the Commerce De-
partment announced that the economy 
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grew at a rate of 4.1 percent in the sec-
ond quarter of 2018, and I have to say 
that this is tremendous news. 

Getting our economy going again has 
been a huge priority for Republicans 
since President Trump’s election. We 
have eliminated burdensome regula-
tions that were acting as a drag on eco-
nomic growth. In December of last 
year, we passed a comprehensive tax 
reform bill that put more money in 
Americans’ pockets and fixed some of 
the problems in the Tax Code that were 
keeping businesses from growing and 
creating jobs. Now we are seeing the 
results: robust economic growth, low 
unemployment, near-record optimism 
among small businesses, soaring busi-
ness investment, and more. 

What does all of this mean? It means 
more jobs and better wages for hard- 
working Americans. It means more op-
portunities, and it means more eco-
nomic security and a better life for 
American families. 

I am proud of the economic progress 
we have made over the past year and a 
half, and I am going to keep working 
with my colleagues in Congress to ad-
vance policies that will expand eco-
nomic opportunities for Americans 
even further so that we can continue to 
create those good-paying jobs and 
those better wages for American work-
ers and for American families. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE 
COIN ACT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to legislative session and resume 
consideration of the House message to 
accompany S. 1182, which the clerk will 
report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
House message to accompany S. 1182, an 

act to require the Secretary of the Treasury 
to mint commemorative coins in recognition 
of the 100th anniversary of The American Le-
gion. 

Pending: 
McConnell motion to concur in the amend-

ments of the House to the bill. 
McConnell motion to concur in the amend-

ment of the House to the bill, with McCon-
nell amendment No. 3628 (to the House 
amendment to the bill), to change the enact-
ment date. 

McConnell amendment No. 3629 (to amend-
ment No. 3628), of a perfecting nature. 

McConnell motion to refer the message of 
the House on the bill to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, with 
instructions, McConnell amendment No. 
3630, to change the enactment date. 

McConnell amendment No. 3631 (to (the in-
structions) amendment No. 3630), of a per-
fecting nature. 

McConnell amendment No. 3632 (to amend-
ment No. 3631), of a perfecting nature. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PAUL). Under the previous order, the 
cloture motion, the motion to refer, 
and the motion to concur with amend-
ment are withdrawn. 

VOTE ON MOTION TO CONCUR 
The question occurs on agreeing to 

the motion to concur in the House 
amendments to the Senate bill. 

Mr. THUNE. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) and the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRUZ). Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 86, 
nays 12, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 173 Leg.] 
YEAS—86 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 

Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Isakson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Murray 
Nelson 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—12 

Barrasso 
Cotton 
Enzi 
Inhofe 

Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Paul 

Risch 
Sasse 
Shelby 
Toomey 

NOT VOTING—2 

Flake McCain 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:55 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN). 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume executive session and consider-
ation of the Grant nomination. 

All time has expired. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Grant nomina-
tion? 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk called the 

roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) and the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 174 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Gardner 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—46 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 

Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Flake McCain 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will now be 5 
minutes of debate equally divided prior 
to the cloture vote on the Shelby 
amendment No. 3399. 

The Senator from Alabama. 
Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise 

this afternoon to urge my colleagues to 
invoke cloture on the substitute 
amendment before us. 
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