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60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
NORTH POLE TRANSIT BY USS
“NAUTILUS”

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
wish to commemorate the 60th anni-
versary of the historic ship USS Nau-
tilus, SSN-571, and her historic sub-
merged transit of the North Pole on
August 3, 1958.

The USS Nautilus was the first com-
missioned nuclear-powered ship in the
U.S. Navy. President Harry S. Truman
laid the keel for the future ship on
June 14, 1952, at the Electric Boat Ship-
yard in Groton, CT. Two years later,
First Lady Mamie Eisenhower
launched the history-making nuclear
submarine when she broke the tradi-
tional bottle of champagne across the
bow of the USS Nautilus.

On the morning of January 17, 1955,
at 11:00 a.m. EST, the Nautilus’s first
Commanding Officer, Commander Eu-
gene P. Wilkinson, ordered all lines
cast off and signaled the memorable
message, “Underway On Nuclear
Power.”

During its shakedown on May 10,
1956, the USS Nautilus cruised from
Groton, CT, to San Juan, PR, in fewer
than 90 hours, fully submerged for the
entire journey. The underwater dis-
tance—1,381 miles—was ten times far-
ther than any submerged submarine
had previously sailed. Following this
journey, the Nautilus would shatter all
submerged speed and distance records
over the remainder of the decade.

In response to the nuclear interconti-
nental ballistic missile threat posed by
the Soviet Union following the launch
of the first satellite Sputnik, President
Dwight D. Eisenhower ordered the U.S.
Navy to attempt a submarine transit
to the North Pole to gain credibility
for the soon-to-come submarine-
launched ballistic missile weapons sys-
tem still in research and development.

On July 23, 1958, the USS Nautilus de-
parted Pearl Harbor, Hi, under top se-
cret orders to conduct Operation Sun-
shine, the first crossing of the North
Pole by a ship.

Eleven days later, Commander Wil-
liam R. Anderson announced to the 116
men aboard, ‘‘For the world, our coun-
try, and the Navy: THE NORTH
POLE.” Thus, on August 3, 1958, the
USS Nautilus became the first
watercraft to reach the geographic
North Pole, 90 degrees north, known
also as the geographic ‘“‘top of the
world.”

Following this momentous voyage,
the USS Nautilus and her crew earned
the Presidential Unit Citation, the
first ever awarded in peacetime.

After Operation Sunshine, the USS
Nautilus enjoyed many more successes
in her long and illustrious career of
duty in the U.S. Navy, such as in Octo-
ber 1962, when she participated in the
naval quarantine of Cuba during the
Cuban Missile Crisis.

Over the years, the USS Nautilus
played an integral part in numerous
North Atlantic Treaty Organization—
NATO—exercises and a variety of de-
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velopmental test programs. On Sep-
tember 14, 1966, the USS Nautilus cele-
brated 300,000 nautical miles of ocean
faring.

Having pioneered the use of nuclear
power at sea, the USS Nautilus contin-
ued to serve alongside many of the
more modern nuclear-powered sub-
marines. In April 1975, the USS Nau-
tilus participated in Exercise Agate
Punch. She was cited by the Com-
mander Cruiser-Destroyer Group 12 as
“Not Getting Older—Getting Better.”

In the spring of 1977, the USS Nau-
tilus deployed for the last time to the
Mediterranean Sea, and on April 9,
1979, the Nautilus set out from Groton,
CT, on her final voyage to Mare Island
Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, CA. On May
25, 1979, the USS Nautilus shut down
her reactor for the final time, and she
reached Mare Island 4 days later.

Following a career spanning 25 years
and over half a million miles steamed,
she decommissioned on March 3, 1980.

On May 14, 1980, President Jimmy
Carter authorized Groton, CT, as the
permanent home for the USS Nautilus,
and on May 20, 1982, the USS Nautilus
was designated a National Historic
Landmark by the Secretary of the In-
terior. Following an extensive historic
ship conversion at Mare Island Naval
Shipyard, the Nautilus was towed to
Groton, CT, for the final time, arriving
on July 6, 1985, in preparation for dis-
play to the public as a museum.

On April 11, 1986, 86 years to the day
after the birth of the submarine force,
the historic ship Nautilus, joined by the
Submarine Force Museum, opened to
the public as the first and finest ex-
hibit of its kind in the world, providing
an educational and visible link to yes-
terday’s nuclear-powered submarine.

I am delighted to commemorate the
60th anniversary of the North Pole
transit by USS Nautilus, SSN-571, and
her accomplishments over the last 64
years. The historic ship Nautilus is a
testament to American ingenuity,
courage, and technical prowess. She de-
serves the greatest reverence and con-
tinues to serve as a reminder to future
generations of Americans as she rests
alongside modern day nuclear sub-
marines at the Naval Submarine Base
New London.

TRIBUTE TO DR. GEORGE
SHAMBAUGH

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I want to
express my appreciation to Dr. George
Shambaugh. George is an associate
professor of international affairs and
government in the Edmund A. Walsh
School of Foreign Service at George-
town University. However, over the
last year, he served as a fellow on my
national security team.

George supported my work related to
foreign policy and development, includ-
ing my work on the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee. George is an excep-
tionally accomplished and impressive
individual who made a significant and
durable contribution. His contributions
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related to economic statecraft, geo-
political energy issues, and trans-
atlantic security have been particu-
larly valuable. It is rare to find such an
accomplished and intelligent indi-
vidual who also brings a humble and
eager desire to help however needed.

George will be returning to his post
at Georgetown, where I know he will
continue to excel as a scholar and pro-
fessor. I wish him the best in the fu-
ture, and I look forward to staying in
touch with him.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING WALTER “BOOTS”
MAYBERRY

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor Walter ‘‘Boots”
Mayberry, a World War II airman from
Harrison, AR, whose military service,
life, and career exemplify what it
means to be a true patriot.

Walter ‘‘Boots’” Mayberry was born
in Pine Bluff, AR, on August 11, 1923, to
a large family. Mayberry’s nickname,
“Boots,” came about during the Great
Flood of 1927. His older sister, Dell,
took the 4-year-old Mayberry into
town and bought him a pair of rubber
boots with rubber red tops. From then
on, Mayberry could always be found
with his boots on, regardless of if he
was bathing, in church, or in bed. The
nickname became official when he
began first grade and told the teacher
that his name was ‘‘Boots Mayberry.”’

Mayberry graduated high school in
1943 and was drafted shortly thereafter.
He reported for duty at Camp Robinson
and volunteered to join the Army Air
Corps. After extensive training in sev-
eral Stateside locations, he was at-
tached to the 560th Bomb Squadron of
the 388th Bomb Group in the 8th Air
Corps. He was based at Knettishall,
England, with the mission to bomb
Germany and German-held territories,
something he and the rest of the
““Mighty 8th’’ did with honor.

Mayberry served as a waist gunner,
defending his B-17 from enemy fighter
planes. He and his aircrew successfully
completed nine missions before being
hit by enemy fire on their 10th mission.
Despite the severe damage to the
plane, the pilot kept on course and
dropped the bombs on their target.
Mayberry and the crew were forced to
bail out of the plane, which was a prob-
lem for Mayberry who never learned
how to use a parachute because he
never thought he would have to use
one. Falling head first, he pulled the
ripcord and the force broke his neck.
As he drifted to the ground, he was in
the crosshairs of German ground fire.

Paralyzed and lying in a field, Ger-
man civilians brutally checked
Mayberry over before soldiers locked
him up in a local jail. He was detained
with another airman from his crew in a
different secure facility for 10 days of
solitary confinement. From there, he
was taken to Frankfurt for interroga-
tion and moved to several locations be-
fore ending up in a German POW camp,
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Stalag 7TA in Moosburg, Germany. He
suffered inhumane conditions that
tested his will to survive.

Mayberry fondly remembered the
American tank of the 14th Armored Di-
vision that smashed through the gate,
liberating the camp on April 29, 1945.
Nearly 70 years after liberation, it was
still emotional for Mayberry to talk
about the experience of seeing the
Stars and Stripes replace the Nagzi flag
at the camp. Two days later, Mayberry
saw General George Patton who had
come to survey the conditions of the
camp.

Mayberry didn’t receive any treat-
ment for his injuries until he was ex-
amined by a flight surgeon on his way
to France, a staging area for soldiers
heading home.

After the war, Staff Sergeant Walter
Mayberry lived a long, fulfilling life
speaking about and writing a book on
his experiences, his faith, and his love
of country. He regularly participated
at Veterans Day parades, Memorial
Day programs, and many other civic
events in and around Harrison. Sadly,
Boots passed away on July 25, 2018 at
the age of 94.

Mayberry was a member of the
Greatest Generation and a patriot dedi-
cated to serving his country. He was an
American hero who will be missed. I
extend my sincere condolences to his
family and friends, and I hope that
they find comfort in the incredible leg-
acy of service and patriotism that
Boots leaves behind.e

——
TRIBUTE TO ELIJAH COLE BATSON

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Elijah Cole Batson, a 2018
summer intern in my Orlando office,
for all of the hard work he has done for
me, my staff, and the people of the
State of Florida.

Elijah is a student at Lake Wales
High School. He is a dedicated and dili-
gent worker who has been devoted to
getting the most out of his internship
experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Elijah Cole
Batson for all the fine work he has
done and wish him continued success in
the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO DWAYNE BIGGHAM,
JR.

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Dwayne Biggham, Jr., a 2018
summer intern in my Orlando office,
for all of the hard work he has done for
me, my staff, and the people of the
State of Florida.

Dwayne is a student at Jones High
School. He is a dedicated and diligent
worker who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of his internship ex-
perience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Dwayne
Biggham, Jr., for all the fine work he
has done and wish him continued suc-
cess in the years to come.®
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TRIBUTE TO KRUNALI
BRAHMBHATT

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Krunali Brahmbhatt, a 2018
summer intern in my Orlando office,
for all of the hard work she has done
for me, my staff, and the people of the
State of Florida.

Krunali is a student at Winter
Springs High School. She is a dedicated
and diligent worker who has been de-
voted to getting the most out of her in-
ternship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Krunali
Brahmbhatt for all the fine work she
has done and wish her continued suc-
cess in the years to come.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO CESAR DAGER
CARLESSO

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Cesar Dager Carlesso, a 2018
summer intern in my Orlando office,
for all of the hard work he has done for
me, my staff, and the people of the
State of Florida.

Cesar is a student at the University
of Florida. He is a dedicated and dili-
gent worker who has been devoted to
getting the most out of his internship
experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Cesar
Dager Carlesso for all the fine work he
has done and wish him continued suc-
cess in the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO LORINE DESROCHES

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Lorine Desroches, a 2018 sum-
mer intern in my Orlando office, for all
of the hard work she has done for me,
my staff, and the people of the State of
Florida.

Lorine is an incoming student at the
University of Florida. She is a dedi-
cated and diligent worker who has been
devoted to getting the most out of her
internship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Lorine
Desroches for all the fine work she has
done and wish her continued success in
the years to come.®

————————

TRIBUTE TO MATHEW HENDERSON

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Mathew Henderson, a 2018
summer intern in my Orlando office,
for all of the hard work he has done for
me, my staff, and the people of the
State of Florida.

Mathew is a student at Florida State
University. He is a dedicated and dili-
gent worker who has been devoted to
getting the most out of his internship
experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Mathew
Henderson for all the fine work he has
done and wish him continued success in
the years to come.®
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TRIBUTE TO WHITNEY HEROLD

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Whitney Herold, a 2018 sum-
mer intern in my Orlando office, for all
of the hard work she has done for me,
my staff, and the people of the State of
Florida.

Whitney is a student at Valencia Col-
lege. She is a dedicated and diligent
worker who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of her internship ex-
perience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Whitney
Herold for all the fine work she has
done and wish her continued success in
the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO NATALIE IKERD

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Natalie Ikerd, a 2018 summer
intern in my Orlando office, for all of
the hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the people of the State of
Florida.

Natalie is a student at the University
of Florida Levin College of Law, where
she is pursuing her juris doctorate. She
is a dedicated and diligent worker who
has been devoted to getting the most
out of her internship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Natalie
Ikerd for all the fine work she has done
and wish her continued success in the
years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO REBEKAH KAUFMAN

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Rebekah Kaufman, a 2018
summer intern in my Orlando office,
for all of the hard work she has done
for me, my staff, and the people of the
State of Florida.

Rebekah is a student at the Univer-
sity of Central Florida. She is a dedi-
cated and diligent worker who has been
devoted to getting the most out of her
internship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Rebekah
Kaufman for all the fine work she has
done and wish her continued success in
the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO MEGGIE LI

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Meggie Li, a 2018 summer in-
tern in my Orlando office, for all of the
hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the people of the State of
Florida.

Meggie is a student at Winter
Springs High School. She is a dedicated
and diligent worker who has been de-
voted to getting the most out of her in-
ternship experience.

I would like to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Meggie Li
for all the fine work she has done and
wish her continued success in the years
to come.®
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