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The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-

imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Britt Cagle Grant, of Georgia, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) and the Sen-
ator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. NELSON) and 
the Senator from Virginia (Mr. WAR-
NER) are necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 172 Ex.] 
YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Gardner 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—44 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 

Gillibrand 
Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 

Murray 
Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—4 

Flake 
McCain 

Nelson 
Warner 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 44. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

DAINES). The majority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CENTENNIAL OF FORT KNOX 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today I am proud to recognize Fort 
Knox, an important asset of our na-
tional defense infrastructure in my 
home State, as it celebrates its centen-
nial anniversary. Located in Bullitt, 
Hardin, and Meade Counties, the in-
stallation was established by Congress 
in 1918 and has taken an active role in 
the defense of our Nation ever since. 
Today Fort Knox is a source of pride 
for the community and our Common-
wealth, and I would like to take a look 
back at its century of accomplishment. 

Named in honor of the Revolutionary 
War major general and the first U.S. 
Secretary of War, Henry Knox, the site 
began as a field artillery training range 
for Camp Zachary Taylor in Louisville. 
Congress purchased 40,000 acres of land 
in Kentucky to accommodate approxi-
mately 60,000 soldiers. Construction 
began in July 1918 under the super-
vision of quartermaster W. H. Rad-
cliffe, and Camp Knox served as a facil-
ity to support troops returning home 
at the conclusion of the Great War. 

In subsequent years, Camp Knox be-
came a training facility for thousands 
of troops from the National Guard, Re-
serve Officers Training Corps, and Citi-
zens Military Training Camps. One of 
the citizens who trained there was au-
thor Robert Penn Warren of Guthrie, 
KY. Before he gained enduring fame for 
writing ‘‘All the King’s Men,’’ Warren’s 
first published poem ‘‘Prophecy’’ ap-
peared in the ‘‘Camp Knox Mess Kit’’ in 
1922. 

In 1931, the Army revolutionized our 
Nation’s Armed Forces and formed a 
mechanized cavalry regiment at the fa-
cility. The next year, Congress gave 
the installation the name we call it 
today. Fort Knox was at the center of 
the mechanization of the cavalry, and 
it can proudly take credit for devel-
oping many of the tactics that helped 
win World War II. 

As a vital contributor to our national 
security, Fort Knox has served wide- 
ranging roles throughout its 100 years. 
For instance, in 1937, it became the 
home of the U.S. bullion depository 
and the guardian of our Nation’s most 
valuable assets and, at times, some of 
the world’s most precious possessions. 
During the darkest days of the Second 
World War, the depository guarded the 
U.S. Declaration of Independence and 
the Constitution. 

Fort Knox is also the proud home of 
the General George Patton Museum 
and Center of Leadership, a tourist des-
tination honoring one of the giants of 
American military history. 

While we celebrate the installation’s 
remarkable history, we also recognize 
that Fort Knox continues to play a dy-
namic and integral role in our conven-
tional force structure and our State’s 
economy. In 2009, the Army Human Re-
sources Command relocated to Fort 
Knox and led to the construction of the 
Army Human Resources Center, the 
largest project in the base’s history. 
It’s also the home to the Army’s Re-
cruiting Command and Cadet Com-
mand, which hosts thousands of Army 

cadets each year for Cadet Summer 
Training. Most recently, the First The-
ater Sustainment Command moved to 
Fort Knox in 2017. These units add an 
indispensable benefit to our national 
security, and I am proud to have each 
one of them in Kentucky. Further, the 
installation has been recognized on nu-
merous occasions in the Army’s Com-
munities of Excellence program and 
has developed a highly recognized en-
ergy savings program. At the same 
time, the surrounding community has 
established a number of supportive ini-
tiatives to help military families and 
transitioning Army personnel pursue 
regional employment opportunities. 

From its origin as a camp with 40,000 
acres, this multifunctional military in-
stallation has grown to cover approxi-
mately 109,000 acres and is the sixth 
largest urban area in Kentucky. The 
centennial celebration is bigger than 
the Army, involving a passionate com-
munity that supports the installation 
and the men and women serving there. 
It is my utmost privilege to join each 
of them in sending my congratulations 
to Fort Knox and to all of the Army 
personnel there for reaching this mile-
stone. During the many events planned 
to mark the occasion, I wish them all 
the very best and would like to once 
again thank them for all they do to 
keep our nation safe. I urge all of my 
Senate colleagues to join me. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 
Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, family 

obligations unfortunately have kept 
me from being present for the cloture 
vote today on the nomination of Britt 
Grant, of Georgia, to be a U.S. circuit 
judge for the Eleventh Circuit. I have 
grave concerns about Justice Grant’s 
qualifications and her record, and, had 
I been present, I would have voted 
against cloture on her nomination. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 

36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
18–15, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Bahrain for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $80 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
to issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 18–15 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Bahrain. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $49 million. 
Other $31 million. 
Total $80 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Twenty-eight (28) TOW Improved Target 

Acquisition Systems (ITAS). 
Four (4) TOW Improved Target Acquisition 

System (ITAS) Floats. 
Non-MDE: Also included is support equip-

ment, government-furnished equipment, 
technical manuals/publications, spare parts, 
tool and test equipment, training, U.S. Gov-
ernment technical support/logistical sup-
port, contractor technical support, other as-
sociated equipment and services, and other 
related elements of logistics support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (BA–B– 
UKJ). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: BA–B–UKE. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
July 30, 2018. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Bahrain—Improved Target Acquisition 
System (ITAS) Launchers 

The Government of Bahrain has requested 
to buy twenty-eight (28) TOW Improved Tar-
get Acquisition Systems (ITAS) and four (4) 
TOW Improved Target Acquisition System 
(ITAS) Floats. Also included are support 
equipment, government-furnished equip-
ment, technical manuals/publications, spare 
parts, tool and test equipment, training, U.S. 
Government technical support/logistical sup-
port, contractor technical support, other as-
sociated equipment and services, and other 
related elements of logistics support. The es-
timated cost is $80 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by helping to improve the 
security of a major non-NATO ally which is 
an important security partner in the region. 

The proposed sale of the TOW ITAS and 
technical support will advance Bahrain’s ef-
forts to develop an integrated ground defense 
capability. The ITAS will increase target de-
tection, acquisition, recognition and engage-
ments ranges for TOW anti-tank missiles. 

Bahrain will have no difficulty absorbing 
this equipment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of the munition and sup-
port will not alter the basic military balance 
in the region. 

The principal contractor involved in this 
program is Raytheon Missile Systems (RMS) 
of McKinney, Texas. There are no known off-
set agreements proposed in connection with 
this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
involve multiple trips to Bahrain involving 
up to ten (10) U.S. Government and con-
tractor representatives over a period of less 
than 16 weeks in total. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 18–15 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. This sale will involve the release of sen-

sitive technology to Bahrain. The Improved 
Target Acquisition System (ITAS) is de-
signed to fire all existing versions of the 
TOW missile and consists of a Target Acqui-
sition Subsystem (TAS), a Fire Control Sub-
system (FCS), a Li-Ion Battery Box (LBB), a 
modified Traversing Unit (TU) plus the 
standard launch tube and tripod. The ITAS 
provides for the integration of both the di-
rect view optics and a second generation 
Standard Advanced Dewar Assembly (SADA) 
II thermal sensor into a single housing; di-
rect view optics that provide viewing the 
target scene in daylight and non-obscured 
conditions; introduction of both passive and 
active eye safe laser-ranging; development of 
embedded training and training sustainment; 
automatic bore sight which allows the gun-
ner to align the night vision system with the 
direct view optics; insertion of advanced 
Built-in Test/Built-in Test Equipment (BIT/ 
BITE) which provides fault detection and 
recognition and go/no go status for the gun-
ner; and an Aided Target Tracker (ATT) that 
provides the capability to process infrared 
imagery into recognizable contour features 
used to assist the gunner’s aim point. The 
highest level of information that could be 
disclosed through the sale of ITAS is SE-
CRET. 

2. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

3. A determination has been made that 
Bahrain can provide substantially the same 
degree of protection of this technology as 
the U.S. Government. This proposed sale is 
necessary in furtherance of the U.S. foreign 
policy and national security objectives out-
lined in the Policy Justification. Moreover, 
the benefits to be derived from this sale, as 
outlined in the Policy Justification, out-
weigh the potential damage that could result 
if the sensitive technology were revealed to 
unauthorized persons. 

4. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal are authorized for release 
and export to the Government of Bahrain. 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 

the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding, herewith Transmittal No. 
18–11, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Kuwait for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $30.4 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
to issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 18–11 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Kuwait. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $27.2 million. 
Other $3.2 million. 
Total $30.4 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Three hundred (300) AGM–114R Hellfire 

Missiles. 
One (1) Warhead Section Assembly. 
One (1) Rocket Motor. 
Non-MDE: Also included in the sale are 

missile containers, nineteen (19) M261 2.75 
tube rocket launchers, spare and repair 
parts, repair tools, personnel training, U.S. 
Government and contractor engineering, 
technical and logistical support services and 
other related elements of logistical and pro-
gram support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (KU–B– 
UBN). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: KU–B– 
UMA—$38 million—5 Feb 2013. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
July 30, 2018. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 

Kuwait—AGM–114R Hellfire Missiles 

The Government of Kuwait has requested 
to buy three hundred (300) AGM–1I4R Hellfire 
missiles, one (1) Warhead Section Assembly 
and one (1) Rocket Motor. Also included in 
the sale are missile containers, nineteen (19) 
M261 2.75 tube rocket launchers, spare and 
repair parts, repair tools, personnel training, 
U.S. Government and contractor engineer-
ing, technical and logistical support services 
and other related elements of logistical and 
program support. The estimated cost is $30.4 
million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by helping to improve the 
security of a regional partner that is an im-
portant force for political stability and eco-
nomic progress. 

The proposed sale improves Kuwait’s capa-
bility to meet current and future threats. 
Kuwait will use the missiles to strengthen 
its homeland defense. Kuwait currently has 
the Hellfire missiles in its inventory and will 
have no difficulty absorbing these additional 
missiles. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractor will be Lockheed 
Martin Corporation, Orlando, Florida. There 
are no known offset agreements proposed in 
connection with this potential sale. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:22 Jul 31, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 4637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A30JY6.033 S30JYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5449 July 30, 2018 
Implementation of this proposed sale will 

require the assignment of approximately two 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to travel to Kuwait for up to two weeks 
of training. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 18–11 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. AGM–114R Hellfire. The AGM–114R is 

used against heavy and light armored tar-
gets, thin skinned vehicles, urban structures, 
bunkers, caves and personnel. The missile is 
Inertial Measure Unit (IMU) based, with a 
variable delay fuse, improved safety and reli-
ability. The highest level for release of the 
AGM–114R is SECRET. Software and 
firmware documentation (e.g. Data Proc-
essing, Software Requirements, Source Code, 
Algorithms) are not authorized for disclo-
sure. The highest level of classified informa-
tion that could be disclosed by a proposed 
sale or by testing of the end item is up to 
and including SECRET. The highest level 
that must be disclosed for production, main-
tenance, or training is up to and including 
SECRET. Vulnerability data, counter-
measures, vulnerability/susceptibility anal-
ysis, and threat definitions are classified SE-
CRET or CONFIDENTIAL. Detailed informa-
tion to include discussions, reports and stud-
ies of system capabilities, vulnerabilities 
and limitations that leads to conclusions on 
specific tactics or other counter-counter-
measures (CCM) are not authorized for dis-
closure. Reverse engineering could reveal 
SECRET information. Loss or compromise of 
classified information associated with AGM– 
114R could lead to development of counter-
measures or exploitation of system 
vulnerabilities by those obtaining the infor-
mation. 

2. Software, hardware, and other data/in-
formation, which is classified or sensitive, is 
reviewed prior to release to protect system 
vulnerabilities, design data, and performance 
parameters. Some end item hardware, soft-
ware, and other data identified above are 
classified at CONFIDENTIAL and SECRET 
levels. Potential compromise of these sys-
tems is controlled through management of 
the basic software programs of highly sen-
sitive systems and software controlled weap-
on systems on a case-by-case basis. 

3. If a technologically advanced adversary 
obtained knowledge of the specific hardware 
and software elements, the information 
could be used to develop countermeasures or 
equivalent systems which might reduce 
weapons system effectiveness or be used in 
the development of a system with similar or 
advanced capabilities. 

4. A determination has been made that Ku-
wait can provide substantially the same de-
gree of protection for the AGM–114R Hellfire 
Missiles as the U.S. Government. The sale of 
these missiles to Kuwait is necessary in the 
furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy and 
national security objectives outlined in the 
policy justification. 

5. All defense articles and services listed on 
this transmittal are authorized for release 
and export to the Government of Kuwait. 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 

the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
18–07, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Bahrain for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $70 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
to issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 18–07 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: The Government 
of Bahrain. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $0 million. 
Other $70 million. 
Total $70 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 
Non-MDE: Follow-On Technical Support 

(FOTS) for the Royal Bahrain Navy Ship 
SABHA (FFG–90), formerly the USS Jack Wil-
liams (FFG–24), transferred as Excess Defense 
Article on September 13, 1996. Also includes 
engineering, technical, and logistics serv-
ices, documentation, and modification mate-
rial for U.S. Navy supplied systems and 
equipment and other related elements of lo-
gistics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (BA–P– 
GAV, Amendment 12). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: BA–P–GAV. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee. etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
July 26, 2018. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Bahrain—Follow-On Technical Support 

(FOTS) for the Royal Bahrain Navy Ship 
‘‘SABHA’’ (FFG–2S1) 
The Government of Bahrain has requested 

to buy items and services in support of Fol-
low-On Technical Support (FOTS) for the 
Royal Bahrain Navy Ship SABHA (FFG–90), 
formerly the USS Jack Williams (FFG–24), 
transferred as Excess Defense Article on Sep-
tember 13, 1996. Also includes engineering, 
technical, and logistics services, documenta-
tion, and modification material for U.S. 
Navy supplied systems and equipment and 
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. The estimated program value 
is $70 million. 

This proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security objec-
tives of the United States by helping to im-
prove the security of a regional partner 
which is an important security partner in 
the region. 

Bahrain intends to use this support in 
order to keep the ship in operational readi-
ness status for coastal defense and security. 
Bahrain will have no difficulty absorbing 
this support into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

There is no prime contractor involved in 
this proposed sale. There are no known offset 
agreements proposed in connection with this 
potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
require approximately three (3) U.S. Govern-

ment and six (6) contractor representatives 
to travel to Bahrain for an extended period 
for equipment fielding, systems checkout, 
training and technical and logistics support. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

f 

REMEMBERING OLGA PEDROZA 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I wish to 
pay tribute to the late Las Cruces City 
councilor Olga Pedroza, a champion for 
justice. Ms. Pedroza passed away Feb-
ruary 9, 2018, in Las Cruces, NM. 

Ms. Pedroza was born in a small town 
in Mexico, San Luis Ayucan, on Sep-
tember 28, 1942. Her parents Celia and 
Jesus came to Chicago in the 1940s, 
where she attended Catholic school for 
elementary through high school. She 
graduated from Mundelein College in 
1963 with a bachelor’s degree in soci-
ology and minors in elementary edu-
cation and theology. 

Ms. Pedroza then set off and worked 
on behalf of her community the rest of 
her life. She worked as a teacher for 
many years and, in 1980, moved to New 
Mexico with her then-husband and 
three children. By then, she had earned 
a master’s in education. Ms. Pedroza 
decided she wanted to use the law to 
promote her social justice goals. She 
entered the University of New Mexico 
Law School and graduated in 1985, in 
her early 40s. 

Ms. Pedroza began working for 
Centro Legal Campesino, the legal aid 
farmer worker unit, in Las Cruces in 
1990. She was there over 15 years, pri-
marily as the managing attorney. Dur-
ing that time, she filed over 50 Federal 
lawsuits representing farmworkers in 
their fight for fair wages and other 
rights. 

Ms. Pedroza began her third career in 
2009 when she was elected to the Las 
Cruces City Council District 3 seat, 
which covers central and southeast Las 
Cruces. Ms. Pedroza believed in change 
and often said, ‘‘City Council could be 
a place to start.’’ She served two terms 
before retiring. During her tenure, she 
fought for a living-wage ordinance and 
always prioritized the needs of those 
overlooked by society. Among other 
community needs, she advocated for 
community gardens and improved ten-
nis facilities. Ms. Pedroza was a great 
tennis enthusiast and even competed in 
the Senior Olympics. 

She was active in the community, 
serving on the board of directors of the 
Women’s Intercultural Center in An-
thony, as cochair of the local women’s 
bar association, and on the board of the 
court appointed special advocates. 

Ms. Pedroza worked throughout her 
life to change the world for the better. 
Her compassion, warmth, and sense of 
humor will be missed by her children, 
grandchildren, and community. I honor 
her work and unflagging commitment 
to social justice. 
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