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Whereas, on May 27, 1967, President John
F. Kennedy’s 9-year-old daughter, Caroline
Kennedy, christened the USS John F. Ken-
nedy at the Newport News Shipbuilding and
Drydock Company in Newport News, Vir-
ginia;

Whereas, on September 7, 1968, during the
height of the Cold War, the USS John F.
Kennedy entered service at its home port of
Naval Station Norfolk in Norfolk, Virginia,
as the only ship of her class and the last con-
ventionally powered carrier built for the
United States Navy;

Whereas the USS John F. Kennedy was a
stalwart for the Atlantic Fleet of the United
States Navy, sailing to Europe, Africa, and
the Middle East, and across the Arctic and
Pacific Oceans;

Whereas, on March 28, 1977, the USS John
F. Kennedy became the first United States
aircraft carrier to make a port call at
Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia;

Whereas, on December 4, 1983, the USS
John F. Kennedy launched 10 aircraft to
bomb Syrian anti-aircraft and artillery posi-
tions near Hammana, Lebanon, in response
to attacks against aircraft of the United
States Armed Forces;

Whereas, on July 3 and 4, 1986, the USS
John F. Kennedy hosted more than 8,000 peo-
ple during the International Naval Review
honoring the 100th anniversary of the Statue
of Liberty and hosted President Ronald
Reagan on Independence Day;

Whereas, on January 4, 1989, the USS John
F. Kennedy launched two F-14 aircraft from
Fighter Squadron 32 to intercept and destroy
2 hostile MiG—23s from the Libyan Air Force;

Whereas, on December 29, 1990, the USS
John F. Kennedy entered port in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia, as the first United States air-
craft carrier to visit Saudi Arabia;

Whereas, on January 17, 1991, the USS
John F. Kennedy launched its first strikes in
Operation Desert Storm as part of a multi-
country coalition to drive the military of
Iraq out of neighboring Kuwait;

Whereas, from the beginning of hostilities
on January 16, 1991, to their cessation on
February 28, 1991, the USS John F. Kennedy
launched 2,895 aircraft sorties, which struck
114 targets, delivered 3,500,000 pounds of ord-
nance, and provided 11,263 aircraft combat
hours;

Whereas, on September 22, 1995, the USS
John F. Kennedy was transferred to Naval
Station Mayport in Jacksonville, Florida, as
the new home port of the vessel;

Whereas, on November 1, 1999, the USS
John F. Kennedy became the first United
States aircraft carrier to make a port call in
Al Aqgabah, Jordan, and hosted the King of
Jordan;

Whereas, on September 11, 2001, the USS
John F. Kennedy was called upon to secure
the mid-Atlantic seaboard to ‘“‘help calm a
fearful and shocked nation’’;

Whereas, from March 11 to July 17, 2002,
the USS John F. Kennedy deployed and
launched strikes in support of Operation En-
during Freedom, and those strikes dropped
64,000 pounds of ordnance on Taliban and Al
Qaeda targets;

Whereas, from July 10 to November 20,
2004, the USS John F. Kennedy deployed in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and
launched 8,296 aircraft sorties, which dropped
54,000 pounds of ordnance;

Whereas, on December 13, 2004, the USS
John F. Kennedy returned from its 21st and
final deployment;

Whereas the USS John F. Kennedy was de-
commissioned at her final homeport of Naval
Station Mayport in Jacksonville, Florida, on
March 23, 2007, stricken from the Naval Ves-
sel Register on October 16, 2009, and lays in
wait at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, pending

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

final disposition or the call to serve again in
the United States Navy; and

Whereas, from August 23 to 26, 2018, the
former crews and supporters of the USS John
F. Kennedy will meet in Norfolk, Virginia, to
honor the 50th anniversary of the commis-
sioning of the vessel: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 50th anniversary of the
commissioning of the USS John F. Kennedy
(CV-67); and

(2) honors the USS John F. Kennedy, its
crew, and all of the courageous sailors and
Marines of the United States who have
served on board in the past.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  586—HON-
ORING THE 170TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE FIRST WOMEN’S RIGHTS
CONVENTION HELD IN THE
UNITED STATES IN SENECA
FALLS, NEW YORK

Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. NELSON) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 586

Whereas 2018 marks the 170th anniversary
of the first women’s rights convention held
in the United States in Seneca Falls, New
York, organized by Elizabeth Cady Stanton
and Lucretia Mott;

Whereas the momentum created by orga-
nized women in the 1800s led to the first
women’s rights convention and the passing
of the Declaration of Sentiments in Seneca
Falls, New York;

Whereas, at Seneca Falls, New York, 68
women and 32 men signed the Declaration of
Sentiments, a plea for the end of discrimina-
tion against women;

Whereas the Declaration of Sentiments of-
fered at Seneca Falls, New York, was mod-
eled after the Declaration of Independence
and declared that ‘‘all men and women are
created equal”’, linking women’s rights di-
rectly to the founding ideals of the United
States;

Whereas women’s suffrage activists tire-
lessly worked together to form organizations
that raised public awareness, resulting in the
adoption of the 19th Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States in 1920, guar-
anteeing all women of the United States the
right to vote;

Whereas, in 2018, women have made giant
leaps in the cause for gender equality, yet
still struggle daily for equal treatment;

Whereas women of the United States earn
only 80 cents for every dollar earned by men
of the United States;

Whereas women constitute 50.8 percent of
the population of the United States but only
20 percent of the 1156th Congress; and

Whereas empowering women offers tremen-
dous opportunity for economic and social
progress: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the importance of the 170th
anniversary of the first women’s rights con-
vention held in the United States;

(2) promotes meaningful participation of
women in every sector of society; and

(3) supports policy measures that promote
gender equality and the empowerment of
women.

——
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I have 7
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
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have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 19, 2018, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing on the following
nominations: Kathleen Laura
Kraninger, of Ohio, to be Director, Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion, and Kimberly A. Reed, of West
Virginia, to be President of the Export-
Import Bank of the United States.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 19, 2018, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 19, 2018, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing on the following
nominations Mary Bridget Neumayr, of
Virginia, to be a Member of the Council
on Environmental Quality, and John
Fleming, of Louisiana, to be Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Economic
Development.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 19, 2018, at
10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing on the
nomination of Charles P. Rettig, of
California, to be Commissioner of In-
ternal Revenue, Department of the
Treasury.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, July 19, 2018,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on fol-
lowing nominations: Dennis Dean Kirk,
of Virginia, to be a Member of the
Merit Systems Protection Board, and
to be Chairman of the Merit Systems
Protection Board, Julia Akins Clark, of
Maryland, and Andrew F. Maunz, of
Ohio, both to be a Member of the Merit
Systems Protection Board, and Carmen
Guerricagoitia McLean, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of
the District of Columbia.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, July 19,
2018, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Britt Cagle
Grant, of Georgia, o be United States
Circuit Judge for the Eleventh Circuit,
David James Porter, of Pennsylvania,
to be United States Circuit Judge for
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the Third Circuit, A. Marvin
Quattlebaum, Jr., of South Carolina,
and Julius Ness Richardson, of South
Carolina, both to be a United States
Circuit Judge for the Fourth Circuit,
Roy Kalman Altman, and Rodolfo
Armando Ruiz II, both to be a United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Florida, and Raul M. Arias-
Marxuach, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Puerto Rico.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
July 19, 2018, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
closed hearing.

———

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the ma-
jority leader, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Public Law 114-198, the ap-
pointment of the following individual
to serve as a member of the Creating
Options for Veterans’ Expedited Recov-
ery (COVER Commission): Thomas E.
Harvey of New York.

The Chair, pursuant to Public Law
115-123, on behalf of the majority lead-
er of the Senate, appoints the following
individual as a member of the Commis-
sion on Social Impact Partnerships:
William S. Simon of Arkansas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
PERDUE). The majority leader.

(Mr.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that following
leader remarks on Monday, July 23, the
Senate proceed to executive session for
the consideration of the following nom-
ination: Executive Calendar No. 1000. I
ask consent that the time until 5:30
p.m. be equally divided in the usual
form and that following the use or
yielding back of time, the Senate vote
on the nomination with no intervening
action or debate; that if confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table; that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action; that no further
motions be in order; and that any
statements related to the nomination
be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.R. 6147

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that following
the disposition of the Wilkie nomina-
tion, the Senate resume legislative ses-
sion and proceed to the consideration
of H.R. 6147.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JULY 23,
2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, July 23;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed. I ask that following leader re-
marks, the Senate proceed to executive
session under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator SULLIVAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Alaska.

———
TRIBUTE TO JEANNE FOLLETT

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, it is
Thursday afternoon, and it is one of
my favorite times of the week. I know
for many of my fellow Senators, in-
cluding the Presiding Officer and the
pages, this is one of their favorite
times of the week, too, because it is
the time that we get to talk about the
Alaskan of the Week. I had a couple of
people today ask me: Senator, when
are you giving your speech on the Alas-
kan of the Week?

I said: Later.

They said: OK. We will keep an eye
on it—because people find a lot of in-
terest in what is happening in the
great State of Alaska. The Alaskan of
the Week, as many of my colleagues
know, is somebody whom we like to
highlight who has done great stuff for
the State, community, town, maybe
country. Sometimes it is someone fa-
mous. Oftentimes, it is somebody who
has been working really hard for much
of their life and doesn’t get a lot of rec-
ognition. They are the heroes of the
community. That is why we like to
talk about the Alaskan of the Week.

It is also a great opportunity to talk
to people in the Gallery or people
watching on TV, on C-SPAN, to get
them to come on up to Alaska. Come
on up. It will be the trip of a lifetime.
Of course, it is a gorgeous, huge State
with mountains, glaciers, and wildlife,
but when you get off the plane in Alas-
ka, you get the sense of freedom—Ilib-
erty. You can almost breathe it in
ways that you can’t in other places.

I tell everybody who is watching:
Come on up. You will love it. It will be
the trip of a lifetime. You will feel that
freedom in the air like you do in al-
most no other place in the world.

Let me introduce you to our Alaskan
of the Week, Jeanne Follett, who has
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displayed incredible commitment to
keep our State clean and special. Let’s
talk about Jeanne. She was born in De-
troit. She moved to Anchorage when
she was just 6 years old and has called
Alaska home ever since.

Like so many Alaskans, she has led a
very interesting and varied life. She
began her professional career as a
court reporter for the Anchorage Daily
News, our big newspaper, covering all
kinds of trials when the State was still
new and our court system had just been
formed. Remember, we are a very
young State.

Eventually, she moved to Girdwood,
which is a beautiful ski resort town
outside of Anchorage, where she was a
breakfast cook and managed condos.
She got a bit restless. She packed up
her 1965 Mustang and drove across the
country but missed Alaska so much she
came back home again.

Then she worked on the Trans-Alas-
ka Pipeline, TAPS, as we call it, that
flows the billions of barrels of oil from
the North Slope down to Valdez for an
energy-hungry country like ours.

She met her husband Ken as she was
working on the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.
They bought a lodge in a wonderful,
small community called Moose Pass—a
warm, welcoming, and gorgeous Alaska
community in the heart of the Kenai
Peninsula, about 100 miles south of An-
chorage. If you are going to fish the fa-
mous Russian River, Moose Pass is a
great home base.

Ken and Jeanne worked at the resort
until they both retired. Jeanne always
liked to keep her yard and her sur-
roundings clean and organized, free of
trash, but when her husband Ken, un-
fortunately, got sick—and, tragically,
she lost him over 13 years ago—Jeanne
began to spend her days helping clean
up the State; picking up trash on the
road by her House, farther and farther
from her home in Moose Pass.

Think of this, as the snow melts in
Alaska, and in all sorts of weather, to
this day, Jeanne laces up her hiking
boots, grabs her visors, her gloves, her
safety vest, drives up the highway to
the spot where she left off the previous
day, and she starts cleaning up the
highway every single day. She gets out
her bags. She starts walking and clean-
ing up trash on the side of the highway.
This highway abuts the majestic, beau-
tiful Chugach National Forest. She
guesses that every summer, she spends
3 to 6 hours a day volunteering picking
up trash. Think about that.

Alaska is a beautiful, pristine place.
As a matter of fact, that is one of the
things, when people come to visit, they
are going to see, but like all States, in
particular highway areas in States,
you have some garbage. Jeanne takes
action every single day. She doesn’t
get paid. So 3 to 6 hours a day, 5 days
a week, she is out there cleaning up the
highway. Remarkable.

Sometimes friends and neighbors
come and help out or Boy Scouts join
her. One summer, she picked up 800
bags of trash to keep Alaska clean and
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