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committed to doing it together. You 
can see this in their schools and their 
churches and nonprofits, and you can 
see this in their startups and small 
businesses. 

One of the best parts about starting a 
business in Flint is 100K Ideas, a non-
profit staffed by university students 
committed to helping entrepreneurs 
start their companies. This group is 
named in honor of the 100,000 residents 
of Flint and inspired by the thought 
that if they could pull one idea from 
every local resident, they could change 
the world. 

This week, I had the chance to learn 
about a few of these new ideas. I met 
Kiara Tyler, the founder of Kalm 
Clothing. She moved the furniture out 
of her apartment to make room for in-
ventory and stocked boxes of overalls 
and track suits where her couch used 
to be, while using her car as the com-
pany’s headquarters. Now Kiara has 
done over $100,000 worth of business. 
She is selling her clothing online, and 
she has space for her office and inven-
tory at Ferris Wheel. Flint is her 
home, and she is excited to stay and to 
build her business in Michigan. 

I learned about Article One Eyewear, 
a company that has taken on office 
space next door to her. They sell 
handcrafted eyeglasses and donate a 
portion of their proceeds to combat vi-
tamin A deficiency and to fight blind-
ness in developing nations. 

I also met with SkyPoint Ventures, a 
true homegrown Michigan story. While 
they are a for-profit investment fund, 
they have also committed to social 
benefit projects and making Flint a 
better place to live and to do business. 
In addition to investing in companies 
like Article One, SkyPoint renovated 
the Ferris Building to create the Ferris 
Wheel coworking space and commit to 
the growing community of startups in 
the city of Flint. 

Successful business growth comes 
down to matching talent to capital, 
and the United States does this better 
than any other country in the world. I 
am proud to say that I had a chance to 
see this happening firsthand in Flint 
and across the State of Michigan. 

Michigan, in fact, has one of the fast-
est growing venture capital commu-
nities in the entire Nation, a critical 
asset that will help us become the 
startup capital of the Midwest. We 
have world-class colleges and univer-
sities, more engineers per capita than 
any other part of the country, and the 
infrastructure to export not just na-
tionally but global as well. 

I know that if we keep pulling to-
gether as a community and harness 
100,000 ideas and beyond, Flint’s future 
is bright. I know that Michigan’s small 
businesses and startups will help to 
lead the way to new innovations that 
will revolutionize our economy. 

I am committed to ensuring that our 
growing startup communities will be a 
fixture of creativity, innovation, and 
job creation for decades to come. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT 
Mrs. ERNST. Mr. President, today I 

rise to voice my support for the brave 
men and women of America’s Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement, also 
known as ICE. Unfortunately, a resolu-
tion that would have shown this body’s 
unanimous support for these coura-
geous individuals was blocked. 

While the Border Patrol has the im-
portant mission of maintaining secu-
rity at our borders, ICE agents have 
the critical mission of enforcing immi-
gration laws inside the United States. 
These two work hand in hand. Our Na-
tion cannot have border security with-
out enforcing our laws inside commu-
nities, and we cannot have secure com-
munities without enforcing our laws at 
our borders. 

The critical mission of ICE goes far 
beyond just immigration enforcement. 
These folks are on the frontlines of our 
homeland security. 

Here is just a short list of the types 
of activities ICE is involved in: one, in-
vestigating and combating drug smug-
gling, pretty important; stopping 
human trafficking; preventing gang-re-
lated crimes; and working with other 
law enforcement entities to stop crimi-
nal and terrorist networks from oper-
ating. 

Iowa, along with the rest of the coun-
try, has been gripped by an opioid cri-
sis that puts our people and our safety 
at risk. Additionally, we continue to 
have a very grave methamphetamine 
issue that threatens the core of many 
of our already struggling rural commu-
nities. 

We need ICE to help stop the flow of 
these drugs into Iowa’s communities, 
our schools, our workplaces, and to our 
children and our families. In 2017 alone, 
ICE enforcement and removal oper-
ations seized nearly 1 million pounds of 
narcotics—1 million pounds of nar-
cotics seized by ICE. Abolishing ICE 
would turn the flow of illegal drugs 
across the border from a stream into a 
monsoon. 

I also implore anyone challenging the 
need for ICE to look at the horrendous 
toll of human trafficking: young and 
innocent women and men, boys and 
girls used as human pawns, smuggled 
across the border with hopes of a better 
life, forced into prostitution or worse— 
raped, beaten, subjected to sexual dis-
eases and stripped of all innocence and 
dignity. 

Sadly, human trafficking is a major 
issue in Iowa. In 2016, for instance, Des 
Moines was identified as one of the 
country’s top 100 human trafficking lo-
cations. That information came to us 
from our good friends at Polaris, which 
is an anti-trafficking organization. 

Human traffickers often exploit our 
immigration laws to transport their 
victims, and our ICE agents are the 
ones who help to stop them and to stop 
their illicit activities. 

Every day, 24/7, 365 days a year, ICE 
agents are on the frontlines. They are 

working to dismantle human traf-
ficking networks and protect our most 
vulnerable. 

I urge my colleagues to reconsider 
their objections and to support not 
only the resolution but to support 
those officers and personnel who carry 
out the vital mission of Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement in order to 
ensure the safety and security of all 
Americans. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TRUMP-PUTIN SUMMIT 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise 

today to discuss what is on so many 
Americans’ minds today and the last 
couple of days—President Trump’s re-
cent trip to Europe, his meeting with 
Vladimir Putin, and his comments 
about Russia’s interference in our elec-
tions. 

So many Pennsylvanians—and I am 
sure this is true in every other State— 
have called or written to our office this 
week in complete disbelief asking: 
What is next? Where do we go from 
here? 

These are good questions. They are 
critically important questions. 

This President’s views on Russia’s 
past actions and the way forward have 
seemed to change every day this week. 

Rather than focus on the news cycle 
following the Helsinki summit, I want 
to take a minute to review where 
things stood before—before—the Presi-
dent went to Europe. 

Relations between the United States 
and Russia have been deteriorating for 
some time. We know that. The Russian 
Federation is clearly and unequivo-
cally our adversary. Vladimir Putin en-
visions a world more closely resem-
bling the Cold War era, certainly, than 
compared to today’s realities, and he 
works toward a resurgence of Russian 
power and influence every day. 

Just take a few examples. Russia at-
tacked, annexed, and continues to ille-
gally occupy Crimea. Russian-backed 
forces continue to violate cease-fire 
agreements in Ukraine and destabilize 
other parts of that country, preventing 
the Ukrainian people from fulfilling 
their dream of a secure and prosperous 
nation. 

Russia is backing and enabling the 
murderous Assad regime in Syria. The 
conflict has emboldened terrorist 
groups, had dramatic humanitarian im-
pacts, and has threatened the region’s 
stability. As many as a half million 
people have been killed, and half the 
country has been displaced. 

Just imagine if half of our popu-
lation, say 150 million people, were dis-
placed from their homes, sometimes to 
another part of the country and some-
times to a completely different coun-
try. That is the reality in Syria since 
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2011, and Russia has prolonged and ex-
acerbated the Syrian people’s suffering 
for its own power projection. 

No. 4, Russia is also developing a 
stronger relationship with the Iranian 
regime and is reportedly considering 
arms sales and boosting their economic 
relationship. This threatens not only 
our national security interests in the 
Middle East but also those security in-
terests of our staunchest ally, Israel. 

Finally, Russia continues to have a 
substantial nuclear arsenal. It has vio-
lated the INF Treaty, and according to 
the Defense Department, is developing 
low-yield, nonstrategic nuclear weap-
ons that could threaten our allies and 
partners. 

Russia uses any number of tools, 
from manipulation of the energy sup-
ply to arms sales, to loans and aid to 
promote its brand of corrupt authori-
tarian governance around the world. It 
also employs nefarious means like 
hacking, espionage, and sowing false 
information to meddle in the most fun-
damental parts of our great democ-
racy—our elections and, of course, 
those of other countries. 

I don’t think it is wrong for a United 
States President to meet with a hostile 
foreign leader. That is part of the job. 

What is dead wrong is to sit across 
from a hostile foreign leader, one on 
one, with no notes, no staff, and to fail 
completely—completely—at your core 
mission, your job, which is protecting 
the national security interests of the 
American people. 

To many people, it might seem odd 
to be focused on who was or wasn’t in 
the room or whether any notes were 
taken, but without them, there is abso-
lutely no accountability for what was 
said. We hear that the Russian mili-
tary—let me say that again—the Rus-
sian military is ready to start imple-
menting the agreements reached be-
tween President Trump and Vladimir 
Putin in that room. 

We have to ask the President of the 
United States, what agreements? What 
did you agree to in that room? What 
did the leader of our Nation agree to 
that the Russian military is so eager to 
start implementing? 

Further, there seems to have been 
some discussion between President 
Trump and Vladimir Putin about the 
Russian Government’s interest in in-
terrogating U.S. citizens, like former 
Ambassador to Russia Michael McFaul. 
Yesterday, we heard the White House 
say the President was giving that ab-
surd proposal serious consideration. Of 
course Putin wants to question Ambas-
sador McFaul. He is an expert on Rus-
sia who served our country honorably 
as Ambassador and as a public servant. 
He stood up to Russian aggression and 
promoted U.S. national security inter-
ests, especially when they contradicted 
Moscow’s agenda. 

The idea that we would entertain 
handing over an American citizen to an 
authoritarian Russian Government 
with no rule of law and no history of 
treating people fairly—and, of course, 

with a history of interrogating and tor-
turing political opponents—that is not 
only insulting to our values, it is dan-
gerous and it is wrong. That is not 
America. No official in our govern-
ment—of any branch of government— 
should support that. If the administra-
tion tries it, the Congress should take 
every effort to stop them from doing 
that. 

The Russian threat is serious and 
persistent. It isn’t solved by one meet-
ing and a press conference. It will take 
sustained commitment from the na-
tional security professionals across our 
government, and it will take real vi-
sion and leadership from the President 
and his Cabinet. I do not object to 
meeting with an adversary, nor does 
anyone. That is part of the job of being 
President. Instead, what I am con-
cerned about, what a lot of Americans 
are concerned about, is this President’s 
conduct during and after that meeting, 
especially his unwillingness to say 
without reservation or caveat that 
Russia was responsible for hacking our 
elections in 2016 and continues to med-
dle in our democratic process. This 
isn’t a political judgment; it is the 
judgment of our intelligence and law 
enforcement experts, and it led to the 
indictment of 12 Russian military in-
telligence hackers this past Friday. 

Director of National Intelligence Dan 
Coats reaffirmed this judgment just 
this week, saying: 

The role of the Intelligence Community is 
to provide the best information and fact- 
based assessments possible for the President 
and policymakers. We have been clear in our 
assessments of Russian meddling in the 2016 
election and their ongoing, pervasive efforts 
to undermine our democracy, and we will 
continue to provide unvarnished and objec-
tive intelligence in support of our national 
security. 

So said the Director of National In-
telligence, Dan Coats. 

Why can’t the President say this and 
say it repeatedly, that he agrees with 
their assessment and is working to 
stop Russia from doing it again? 

My constituents, like so many Amer-
icans, were right to ask: Where do we 
go from here? There is no playbook for 
this scenario. 

I believe we must act in a bipartisan 
fashion to make clear to Russia that 
the U.S. Congress will not stand for 
continued interference in our elections 
and will work to counter them on other 
fronts. 

First, we should enact new legisla-
tion to levy sanctions on Russian enti-
ties responsible for this malicious be-
havior and demand the administration 
fully implement legislation that was 
passed with an overwhelming bipar-
tisan majority last year. No. 2, we 
must pass legislation to protect the 
special counsel and to shine a bright 
light on the dark money in politics. 
No. 3, we must fully fund State and 
municipal efforts to shore up our elec-
toral systems. No. 4, we must speak out 
in support of our alliances. Many of our 
closest international partners are right 
on the frontlines of Russia’s desta-

bilizing actions. Finally, we should in-
sist that the administration answer the 
questions so many of us have about 
what happened in that room in Hel-
sinki and what they plan to do to 
counter Russia and protect our na-
tional security interests. 

We are in uncharted waters in terms 
of the actions of the President. His ac-
tions the last 2 weeks have made us 
less safe. I will say it again—less safe. 
He must take decisive action to guar-
antee our security by confronting ma-
lign Russian aggression against the 
United States and our NATO allies and 
partners. At the same time, Congress, 
both parties, both Houses, must act to 
protect our security and make it clear 
to the President that this branch of 
government will continue to discharge 
its constitutional duties. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 
Mr. TILLIS. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. 
I would like to acknowledge that the 

Senator from Pennsylvania has made a 
number of good points on the subject of 
Russia and the way we need to go with 
Russia. 

People have asked me about what I 
think about Mr. Putin and whether he 
is trustworthy, and I tell them no. The 
way that I know he is misleading the 
public on the issues of meddling is be-
cause his lips are moving. He is not 
just telling the truth. Any time he 
talks about it, it just flies in the face 
of Federal investigations, oversight 
hearings, and classified briefings we 
have been involved in. I think it is an 
example of where Members of Congress 
have really come together on an issue. 
KEEPING FAMILIES TOGETHER AND ENFORCE THE 

LAW ACT 
Mr. President, now I would like to 

talk about another issue that I would 
like Members of Congress to come to-
gether on, and it is called the Keeping 
Families Together and Enforce the 
Law Act. 

You have heard a lot of reports re-
cently about children being separated 
from their families at the border, and 
the administration has taken a posi-
tion, in part prompted by lawsuits, and 
we can debate whether the administra-
tion should fix this problem through an 
Executive order, but how about this. 

Why doesn’t Congress act to provide 
long-term certainty through an act of 
Congress to make absolutely certain 
that children who cross the border with 
their families can be kept with their 
families while we are trying to deter-
mine in a court whether that family 
has a legitimate claim to asylum? 

It sounds fairly simple. In fact, it is 
pretty simple. I met with Senators 
FEINSTEIN, Senator DURBIN, and Sen-
ator CRUZ. We sat down, and we dis-
cussed a way to actually get this into 
law. We all agreed it needs to be very 
narrowly focused. 

The problem with immigration 
around here and the immigration sub-
ject is it gets really big and really com-
plex really quickly. What happens with 
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