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This is a nonbinding resolution. This 

will not have an effect that will actu-
ally get to the President in legislation. 
That is the next step, and we need to 
go there. We have to go there. Those 
voting on this today need to know that 
is where we will go. We have to rein in 
an abuse of Presidential authority and 
to restore Congress’s constitutional au-
thority in this regard. 

I thank my colleagues for bringing 
this to the floor. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support it—not just that, 
but once we go from here, taking this 
symbolic step, this nonbinding resolu-
tion, to take actual steps on legislation 
that will return the actual authority to 
Congress once again to impose or to 
manage tariffs. 

With that, I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, my mo-
tion to instruct conferees to the mini-
bus appropriations bill, H.R. 5895, is a 
simple 6-month extension of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program, cur-
rently set to expire July 31, 2018—in 
about 2 weeks. The same timeline in 
this motion was passed by the Senate a 
few weeks ago by unanimous consent 
during consideration of the farm bill. 

The National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram insures properties in every State, 
insuring over 5 million homes and busi-
nesses and $1.2 trillion in assets. If the 
NFIP is not extended, people will not 
be able to renew or purchase new flood 
insurance policies, and more people 
would be without flood insurance dur-
ing peak hurricane season. This is so to 
the moment because, given the series 
of emergency supplemental appropria-
tions bills the Senate has passed, an 
expiration of the NFIP puts the U.S. 
taxpayer in the very vulnerable posi-
tion of funding more uninsured losses 
in emergency supplemental appropria-
tions legislation. 

I thank Senators CRAPO and BROWN 
for their work in providing a path for-
ward to a bipartisan long-term reau-
thorization of the NFIP, which ideally 
includes commonsense reforms pro-
viding for greater investment in flood 
mitigation, updated flood mapping 
technology, greater accountability, 
and consumer choice. However, these 
discussions will not conclude in the 
next 2 weeks, prior to the upcoming 
NFIP expiration deadline. 

It is imperative that Congress pro-
vide for a 6-month extension of NFIP 
now, so progress can continue on long- 
term reauthorization and reform of the 
NFIP through the Banking Committee. 

I urge my colleagues to vote to pro-
tect the taxpayer, the homeowner, and 
to support this motion to instruct. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 
ENERGY AND WATER, LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS, 

AND MILITARY CONSTRUCTION APPROPRIA-
TIONS LEGISLATION 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, in 

the next few minutes, the Senate will 
be taking the next steps on an appro-

priations process that is being con-
ducted the way an appropriations proc-
ess is supposed to be conducted. Boy 
Scouts shouldn’t get a merit badge for 
telling the truth, and Senators 
shouldn’t get a pat on the back for con-
ducting an appropriations process the 
way it is supposed to be conducted. It 
is worth noting that we are doing it, 
since it has been a long time since we 
have done it. 

The right way means we are moving 
ahead on three bills: Energy and Water, 
legislative affairs, and Military Con-
struction. The right way means we 
have had hearings on all of these bills. 
We have consulted with Senators. I 
know that in our Energy and Water 
bill, Senator FEINSTEIN and I heard 
from 83 different Senators and tried to 
respond to them in our bill. We marked 
up the bills unanimously in most cases. 

What was missing was allowing the 
other 70 Senators to participate on the 
floor. We did that this time; 40 amend-
ments, 7 rollcall votes. We got off the 
floor without a cloture vote; that is, a 
motion to cut off debate. We are doing 
it the way it is supposed to be done. 
That was done by showing something 
that needs to be shown more in the 
Senate—restraint. Restraint means 
that when you have a lot of freedom, it 
doesn’t mean you exercise all of your 
freedoms all at once because nothing 
will happen. 

We avoided controversial riders. We 
even had 20 Republican Senators vote 
to table something we agree with, 
which is the waters of the United 
States provision, because we thought 
this was not the appropriate bill for it. 

Now we are moving to motions to in-
struct, which are nonbinding resolu-
tions. It is important, though, because 
they give the Senate a chance to say 
what Senators want to say. That is 
why we are here. 

One of those issues has to do with 
tariffs. The administration has im-
posed tariffs on aluminum and steel, 
and now other products, provoking a 
response of tariffs on soybeans and 
other products grown and manufac-
tured in our country. In general, these 
tariffs are a big mistake. Using na-
tional security as an excuse to impose 
them is an even bigger mistake. 

I have urged President Trump in-
stead to focus on reciprocity; tell other 
countries to do for our country what 
we do for you. 

Imposing tariffs as a way of achiev-
ing that is like shooting ourselves in 
both feet as a way of solving our prob-
lem. Tariffs are taxes. They raise the 
price of what we buy and sell. Tariffs 
reduce revenues, profits, wages, and 
jobs. 

U.S. tariffs on aluminum and steel 
hurt 136,000 Tennesseans who work in 
more than 900 auto plants in 88 of our 
95 counties; that is, one-third of our 
manufacturing jobs. Retaliatory tariffs 
hurt Tennessee soybean farmers by 
lowering prices and making markets 
disappear. 

Our goal should be to persuade our 
trading partners to do for us what we 

do for them. Shooting ourselves in both 
feet at once is not a good way to do 
that. There are better ways to achieve 
the goal. 

This doesn’t just hurt auto parts 
workers in Tennessee. I was in Spring-
field, TN, the other day. They had been 
excited about an expansion of an 
Electrolux plant, a $250 million expan-
sion for that community. Electrolux 
canceled it when word of the steel tar-
iffs came, even though Electrolux, 
which makes washing machines, buys 
all of their steel in the United States. 
Tariffs on imported steel raise the 
price of steel sold in United States. 

In Chestnut Hill, Bush Brothers cans 
about one-third of all beans canned in 
the United States. You wouldn’t think 
that is such a big deal, but it involves 
a lot of people and a lot of beans. They 
say that 81⁄2 percent of their revenues 
will go down as a result of the tin-plat-
ed steel that is used for their cans. Not 
enough is produced in the United 
States. 

Then, we have Bridgestone and 
Hankook. They make tires in Ten-
nessee. They are big companies. They 
use steel wire in every tire, and none of 
it is produced in the United States. The 
price goes up. 

For 40 years, I worked to bring the 
auto industry to Tennessee. It has done 
more than anything that has happened 
to raise our standard of living, to raise 
families’ incomes. Tariffs will lower 
our standard of living. They will hurt 
our State more than almost any other 
State. 

As respectfully and as effectively as I 
can, I have said to the President: Mr. 
President, we agree on taxes. We agree 
on regulations. We agree on judges. We 
are proud of having the best economy 
in 18 years, the lowest employment 
rate that anyone can remember. But 
these tariffs are a big mistake. They 
will take us in the wrong direction. 

I have not been successful in talking 
with the President about this, but I in-
tend to keep trying. There are other, 
better ways to persuade our trading 
partners to do for us what we do for 
them instead of shooting ourselves in 
both feet at once, which is what we do 
when we impose these tariffs. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama. 
Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, before 

we vote this morning, I want to express 
my support for the appointment of con-
ferees and my belief that this is yet an-
other encouraging sign of a return to 
regular order in the appropriations 
process. 

The package of appropriations bills 
that will be conferenced with the 
House received overwhelming bipar-
tisan support in the Senate. This broad 
agreement was facilitated by a con-
certed effort by both parties to prevent 
partisan riders from poisoning the well. 
Thus far, we have been able to trans-
late bipartisan cooperation among 
members of the Appropriations Com-
mittee into success on the Senate 
floor. 
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At this time, I want to recognize and 

to commend the continued efforts of 
the committee members in the process, 
especially the Republican and Demo-
cratic managers of this package. In 
particular, I want to thank Vice Chair-
man LEAHY for his strong partnership 
in this effort and Senator ALEXANDER, 
who is here on the floor, who has guid-
ed this process and will chair the con-
ference committee. 

We will continue to consolidate crit-
ical mass for a return to regular order, 
but we still have a long way to go. This 
is another step in the right direction. 
Senator ALEXANDER, Vice Chairman 
LEAHY, and I will have a strong slate of 
conferees joining us. On the Republican 
side, it will be Senators BOOZMAN, 
DAINES, and LANKFORD. On the Demo-
cratic side, it will be Senators FEIN-
STEIN, SCHATZ, and MURPHY. 

Our objective will be to build upon 
the momentum we have generated in 
the Senate by urging the same type of 
bipartisan cooperation in the con-
ference. We will aim to return to the 
Senate floor—hopefully, sooner than 
later—with a conference report that re-
flects bipartisan agreement and merits 
the support of our colleagues. 

It is, I believe, the right thing to do 
for the American people. Whatever par-
tisan fights may ensue in the coming 
weeks, I believe the appropriations 
process should not suffer those wounds, 
and we should continue our hope and 
work. Thus far, it has been immune 
from such a fate. It is my hope that we 
can continue on that path. That will be 
our goal in this conference committee. 
I hope others will join us. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

ENERGY AND WATER, LEGISLA-
TIVE BRANCH, AND MILITARY 
CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS 
AFFAIRS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2019 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

The Presiding Officer laid before the 
Senate the following message from the 
House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the House disagree to the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
5895) entitled ‘‘An Act making appropria-
tions for energy and water development and 
related agencies for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2019, and for other purposes.’’, 
and ask a conference with the Senate on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama. 

COMPOUND MOTION 
Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I move 

that the Senate insist on its amend-
ment, agree to the request of the House 
for a conference, and the Chair be au-
thorized to appoint conferees on the 
part of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
MOTION TO INSTRUCT 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I have 
a motion to instruct conferees at the 
desk, and I ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Louisiana [Mr. CASSIDY] 

moves that the managers on the part of the 
Senate at the conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the Senate 
amendment to the bill H.R. 5895 be in-
structed to insist that the final conference 
report include provisions that have the effect 
of extending the National Flood Insurance 
Program, and the authority of the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to issue notes and obligations 
with respect to that Program, through Janu-
ary 31, 2019. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

MOTION TO INSTRUCT 
Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I have a 

motion to instruct conferees at the 
desk, and I ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Tennessee [Mr. CORKER] 

moves that the managers on the part of the 
Senate at the conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the Senate 
amendment to the bill H.R. 5895 be in-
structed to include language providing a role 
for Congress in making a determination 
under section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act 
of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1862). 

MOTION TO INSTRUCT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 

are now 2 minutes, equally divided, on 
the Cassidy motion to instruct. 

The Senator from Louisiana. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, very 

briefly, this is a 6-month reauthoriza-
tion of current law, which will allow 
continued work for a longer term reau-
thorization. It protects American fami-
lies and the U.S. taxpayers from the 
consequences of a lapsed program dur-
ing peak hurricane season. 

I urge its adoption. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 

is yielded back. 
The question is on agreeing to the 

motion to instruct. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask 

for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
ERNST). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 94, 
nays 5, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 150 Leg.] 
YEAS—94 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gardner 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 

Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—5 

Barrasso 
Enzi 

Flake 
Lankford 

Lee 

NOT VOTING—1 

McCain 

The motion was agreed to. 
CHANGE OF VOTE 

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, on rollcall 
vote No. 150, I voted yea. It was my in-
tention to vote nay. Therefore, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be permitted 
to change my vote since it will not af-
fect the outcome of the vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The foregoing tally has been 
changed to reflect the above order.) 

MOTION TO INSTRUCT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There 

are now 2 minutes, equally divided, on 
the Corker motion to instruct. 

The Senator from Tennessee. 
Mr. CORKER. Madam President, I 

rise to speak in favor of this motion, 
where Congress would have an appro-
priate role in section 232 of the Trade 
Act as invoked on national security 
grounds. This is something that any-
body who supports the Senate playing 
its proper role should support. 

I thank Senator TOOMEY, Senator 
FLAKE, and 15 other Senators who sup-
ported this overall effort. This is a 
baby step in a good direction for the 
U.S. Senate and for our country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio. 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, you 
all know where I stand on section 232 
steel tariffs. I strongly support them 
because thousands of steelworkers 
across the country have lost their jobs 
due to Chinese steel overcapacity. 
Tough trade enforcement against 
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