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TRIBUTE TO PASTOR ARTHUR 

ARNETT 

∑ Mrs. ERNST. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor Pastor Arthur Arnett as 
he retires from Aurora Avenue Bible 
Church after decades of faithful service 
to his congregation and community. 

Pastor Arnett spent many of the 
early years of his life in Des Moines, 
IA, where his father served as the pas-
tor of Bethel Bible Church, later to be 
renamed Aurora Avenue Bible Church. 
Even at a young age, Pastor Arnett 
demonstrated his passion for service by 
volunteering for any needed tasks 
around the church. After graduating 
from high school, Pastor Arnett stud-
ied at the Prairie Bible Institute and 
worked in a variety of jobs, including 
truckdriving, mechanical contracting, 
and cooking. While holding these posi-
tions, Pastor Arnett’s love of ministry 
shone through as he discussed and 
shared his knowledge of the Bible with 
many. In 1968, Pastor Arnett was called 
to military service and trained in avia-
tion. Shortly before leaving for a year 
of service in Vietnam, Pastor Arnett 
married his wife, Connie Ray, in Tip-
ton, IA. After returning from Vietnam, 
Pastor Arnett once again devoted his 
life to ministry and served congrega-
tions in Colorado and Kansas. In 1976, 
Pastor Arnett joined the Seaman’s 
International Christian Association, 
where he was able to minister to thou-
sands of seamen from all over the 
world over the course of 12 years. 

Pastor Arnett was then called back 
to his home church in Des Moines, IA, 
where he began ministering on July 8, 
1988. And on July 8, 2018—exactly 30 
years later—Pastor Arnett will retire 
from the pastorate at Aurora Avenue 
Bible Church. After three decades as a 
pastor and many more years as a vol-
unteer, Pastor Arnett has been able to 
deliver thousands of messages and 
touch countless lives through his faith-
ful service to his community and con-
gregation. 

I ask my colleagues to join me as I 
proudly recognize Pastor Arthur 
Arnett, an Iowan whose lifelong devo-
tion to service epitomizes the great 
American ideals of hard work, duty, 
and dedication.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING CHARLES MARTIN 
‘‘C.M.’’ NEWTON 

∑ Mr. JONES. Mr. President, today 
with deep sadness, but also with rev-
erence, I wish to remember Charles 
Martin ‘‘C.M.’’ Newton, who died on 
Monday, June 4, 2018. C.M. Newton was 
one of the most influential coaches in 
college sports, whose skills I was fortu-
nate to witness firsthand during my 
time as an undergraduate student at 
the University of Alabama. Coach New-
ton integrated the Alabama Crimson 
Tide men’s basketball team in 1969 and 
led them to three Southeastern Con-
ference, SEC, titles from 1974–1976. He 
also led the Vanderbilt University 
Commodores to the Sweet Sixteen in 

the 1988 NCAA Tournament before 
leaving to lead the athletic department 
at the University of Kentucky, his 
alma mater. At Kentucky, he not only 
continued the Wildcat tradition of win-
ning NCAA men’s basketball cham-
pionships, he once again broke down 
barriers by hiring the first Black wom-
en’s and men’s coaches in UK history. 

C.M. Newton was born in Rockwood, 
TN, on February 2, 1930. As a student 
at the University of Kentucky, he 
played on the baseball team, as well as 
the 1951 championship-winning men’s 
basketball team. He began his coaching 
career at Transylvania University be-
fore moving to Alabama and, later, 
Vanderbilt. In addition to coaching, he 
served as an assistant SEC commis-
sioner. After leading Alabama to three 
conference titles and six postseason 
visits, he headed to Vanderbilt in 1981, 
before returning to Kentucky in 1989. 
His success as a basketball coach and 
as an athletic director led him to over-
see the 1992 and 1996 Olympic men’s 
basketball team rosters, which in-
cluded the famous 1992 ‘‘Dream Team’’ 
led by Michael Jordan, Larry Bird, 
Magic Johnson, as well as Charles Bar-
kley, an Alabama native. 

On a personal note, I have looked up 
to Coach Newton since before I ever set 
foot on campus at the University of 
Alabama. In May 1972, he spoke at a 
Birmingham Kiwanis Club luncheon 
where I received the Youth of the Year 
Award during my senior year of high 
school. He spoke of leadership, of integ-
rity, and of the need to fulfill the 
promise of America. He challenged all 
of the students in attendance that day 
to be the best we could be for our-
selves, our families, and our commu-
nities. 

Forty-six years later, I can remember 
his advice just as clearly as the day he 
gave it. I hope, in some way, we have 
each lived up to his challenge. 

Years later, Coach Newton went on 
to receive the John Bunn Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 1997, an annual 
award given to an individual who has 
contributed significantly to the sport 
of basketball, and was inducted to the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 2000. 

My wife, Louise, and I extend our sin-
cerest condolences to Coach Newton’s 
wife, Nancy, his three children, and the 
entire extended community of athletes 
and fans on whom he made a positive 
impact. His legacy lives on in each of 
us.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TEX WILLIAMS 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor a Mountain State 
coaching legend from Raleigh County, 
Tex Williams. He is as legendary and as 
influential in West Virginia as two of 
his best friends, Jerry West and Logan 
High School Coaching legend Willie 
Akers. 

Good coaches are able to show you 
what it takes to succeed in the game. 
Special coaches are able to put that 

human touch to it and go a step beyond 
to have a positive impact on your life. 
Tex was able to capture both. He was 
the longtime coach at St. Albans and 
also served as coach at Vinson High 
School, Nitro High School, the Univer-
sity of Charleston, Alderson-Broaddus, 
and the Charleston Gunners of the 
CBA. He was a star athlete in all 
sports, and has coached on every 
level—high school, college, and pro 
basketball—and won more than 500 
games in his career. 

In 2014, I had the privilege of con-
gratulating Tex upon the opening of 
the Tex Williams Museum in Artie, 
WV. There, the Marshall Athletic Hall 
of Fame member for both baseball and 
basketball and acclaimed coach’s leg-
acy is on display, housing 40,000 photos 
he collected throughout his long ca-
reer. Making it even more special, the 
Tex Williams Museum is housed in the 
old post office building his father 
helped build and where his mother 
worked for 43 years. 

Tex learned early on that sports can 
make you into so much more than a 
successful athlete if you have the right 
attitude. There is no greater achieve-
ment than to be in a position to give 
back to the community that helped 
shape who you are, and that is what we 
are celebrating today by honoring Tex. 
He started the Hoops Classic high 
school basketball tournament, which is 
played every year at the Charleston 
Civic Center. So many student-athletes 
have been inspired by Tex and have 
gone forward to build successful ca-
reers for themselves in our home State. 
Tex started the West Virginia Legends 
Sports Banquet 9 years ago, which re-
unites former players and coaches who 
once starred in West Virginia high 
school and college athletics. Tex has 
not only influenced and inspired stu-
dent athletes for decades, but he has 
passed his knowledge and tradition of 
coaching excellence to his son, Adam, 
who also holds a strong legacy as a 
player and coach. 

Tex is a perfect example of what 
makes West Virginia so very unique 
and special. Our people have this can- 
do spirit, a neighborly love that is un-
relenting, and we are all grounded by 
the same core principle: to help others 
be the best they can be and to never 
forget where you came from. As I al-
ways say, if you can count your bless-
ings, you can share your blessings, and 
Tex has embodied that sentiment beau-
tifully. 

Again, it is an honor to recognize the 
outstanding achievements of Tex Wil-
liams and all he has done for countless 
student athletes across our home 
State.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN HITT 

∑ Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a few moments to recog-
nize my friend and esteemed president 
of the University of Central Florida, 
John Hitt. On June 30, John will step 
down as president after 26 years. 
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John was the first in his family to 

graduate from college, and ever since 
then, he has continued to work in aca-
demia through his leadership at the 
University of Maine, Bradley Univer-
sity, Texas Christian University, 
Tulane University, and most recently, 
the University of Central Florida. 

Since he assumed his role in 1992, 
UCF has seen its enrollment more than 
triple to over 66,000 students. It has 
also tripled the number of minority 
students at UCF, who currently make 
up 46 percent of the UCF student body. 

As the current longest serving presi-
dent in Florida’s State University Sys-
tem, John has been involved in UCF re-
ceiving $2.23 billion in research fund-
ing, creating 71 new degree programs, 
and launching more than $1 billion in 
new construction, including more than 
100 new buildings. Among them is the 
UCF College of Medicine that anchors 
the Medical City at Lake Nona. 

His many awards and honors include 
being recognized as one of America’s 10 
most innovative college presidents by 
Washington Monthly magazine and 
twice being ranked No. 1 on Orlando 
Magazine’s list of Orlando’s 50 Most 
Powerful People. 

Most impressively, John, a first-gen-
eration college student, has awarded 
more than 270,000 degrees, which trans-
lates to about 83 percent of all degrees 
conferred in UCF history. John award-
ed more degrees within the State Uni-
versity System of Florida than any 
other university president in Sunshine 
State history. 

In his inaugural presidential address 
in 1992, John said, ‘‘UCF is an institu-
tion founded on partnership in a city 
that dares to dream. We are a univer-
sity founded on the principles of access 
to high quality education at affordable 
cost, of research directed to public 
need, and of service to the people of our 
state, region and nation. I fervently be-
lieve that UCF will become America’s 
leading metropolitan university.’’ 

His dedication to his students, uni-
versity, and community will be remem-
bered by the large UCF Knight family 
and the people of central Florida. 

I am proud to call John a friend, and 
we will all miss his leadership at UCF. 
I wish him well on his retirement.∑ 

f 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
KAPPA ALPHA PSI TAMPA 
ALUMNI CHAPTER 

∑ Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I would 
like to recognize and celebrate the 90th 
anniversary of the Tampa alumni chap-
ter of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. For 
90 years, the members of the Tampa 
alumni chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi 
have provided leadership, dedication, 
and service to Tampa. Through their 
community initiatives and fundraisers, 
they have helped thousands in their 
community. The Tampa alumni chap-
ter of Kappa Alpha Psi was founded in 
1928 on the belief of service to one an-
other and the community, during a 
time when African Americans faced 

legal and institutional discrimination 
both on and off college campuses. The 
current members of the alumni chapter 
have dedicated their time to providing 
leadership and service in their commu-
nity, most recently organizing a Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., day of service fo-
cused on disaster preparedness. 

The past and present members of the 
Tampa Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha 
Psi fraternity should inspire everyone 
to make their own communities better. 
One quality members of Kappa Alpha 
Psi strive for is excellence in every-
thing they do, and over the past 90 
years, the members of the Tampa 
alumni chapter have provided excellent 
leadership and service to their commu-
nity in Tampa. The celebration and re-
flection of 90 years of service shows 
how far we have come in the United 
States and how much work is still left 
to do.∑ 

f 

350TH ANNIVERSARY OF SALT 
SAINTE MARIE, MICHIGAN 

∑ Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the 350th anniversary 
of the city of Sault Sainte Marie, MI. 
As one of the oldest cities in the State 
of Michigan, as well as the United 
States, Sault Ste. Marie is endowed 
with a rich history, dynamic present, 
and bright future. 

As early as 800 A.D., the Chippewa In-
dians, originally referred to as Ojib-
way, inhabited the area now known as 
Sault Ste. Marie. The Chippewa Indi-
ans called the region ‘‘Bahweting,’’ or 
‘‘the Gathering Place,’’ due to the 
wealth of fish and fur found along the 
St. Marys River, the only water con-
nection between Lake Superior and the 
other Great Lakes. 

In the early 1600s, British, French, 
and Jesuit missionaries ventured to 
the territory, including Fr. Jaques 
Marquette. In 1668, Fr. Jaques Mar-
quette renamed the settlement Sault 
Ste. Marie in honor of the Virgin Mary, 
establishing the first permanent settle-
ment in the Great Lakes region. Due to 
the abundant natural resources and 
strategic location of the St. Marys 
River, the French and British repeat-
edly fought over the area, as well as 
the right to trade with the Chippewa 
and Ottawa Tribes. Although Fr. 
Jaques Marquette built the first per-
manent structure, John Johnson is 
considered to be the first permanent 
settler in Sault Ste. Marie. In the late 
1790s, Johnson and his family moved to 
the region to open a fur trade oper-
ation along the St. Marys River. In 
1797, the Northwest Fur Company con-
structed a navigation lock approxi-
mately 38-feet long on the Canadian 
side of the St. Marys River. Unfortu-
nately, the lock was destroyed in the 
War of 1812. 

In 1820, the Chippewa Indians signed 
the Treaty of the Sault that turned 
control of Sault Ste. Marie to the 
United States. In 1852, almost three 
decades later, the State of Michigan 
contracted Fairbanks Scale Company 

to build a lock designed to permit wa-
terborne commerce between Lake Su-
perior and the other Great Lakes. The 
Fairbanks Scale Company constructed 
a system of two locks, each 350 feet 
long, called the State Lock. The State 
of Michigan operated and maintained 
the locks for more than a decade, but 
as the shipping traffic and vessel sizes 
increased, the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers assumed ownership of the facil-
ity and constructed a larger lock, more 
than 515 feet long, named the Weitzel 
Lock. Since then, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers oversaw the construction 
and replacement of five locks, later 
known as the Soo Locks, in order to 
meet the growing demand for larger 
vessels: First Poe Lock, Davis Lock, 
Sabin Lock, MacArthur Lock, and Sec-
ond Poe Lock. Over the past 350 years, 
Sault Ste. Marie transformed from a 
base for fisherman and fur traders to 
an international gateway for commu-
nity development and economic 
growth. 

Today, Sault Ste. Marie is home to 
more than 13,000 residents who enjoy 
the beautiful parks, historic downtown, 
and safe neighborhoods. Situated in 
Chippewa County, the city provides a 
number of recreational activities de-
signed to enhance the quality of life for 
residents, ranging from the Sault Seal 
Recreation Area and Voyageur Island, 
to the River of History Museum and 
Sherman Park. Sault Ste. Marie is also 
active in the preservation and pro-
motion of historic landmarks, includ-
ing the Historic Locks Park Walkway, 
the John Johnston House, and the 
Kemp Coal Dock Office. Recognized as 
‘‘the place where Michigan was born,’’ 
Sault Ste. Maris captivates the atten-
tion of residents and visitors from 
around the globe. 

I am honored to ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the rich history, 
significant contributions, and out-
standing achievements of the city of 
Sault Sainte Marie. I wish the city 
continued growth and prosperity in the 
years ahead.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LOGAN AUKES 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Logan Aukes, an intern in 
my Sioux Falls, SD, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Logan is a graduate of Sioux Falls 
Christian High School in Sioux Falls, 
SD. Currently, he is attending Dordt 
College, where he is majoring in busi-
ness administration. He is a hard work-
er who has been dedicated to getting 
the most out of his internship experi-
ence. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Logan for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOSH BROWN 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Josh Brown, an intern in my 
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