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this is going to go on. In a normal dis-
aster, you have sort of three phases:
disaster preparation and planning, dis-
aster response, and then disaster recov-
ery. Because this is an ongoing situa-
tion and because we don’t know when
this is going to end, we have our coun-
ty, State, and Federal folks, as well as
the rest of the community, in disaster
prep, disaster response, and disaster re-
covery—all simultaneously underway.
This is an extraordinary situation.
There are lots of terrible natural disas-
ters all across the country every year,
but this is unique in that particular
way.

This is also unique in the sense that
most of the time—mnot all of the time
but almost every time—people can go
back to their properties. Although they
still, under the law, will own their
properties, when Kapoho Bay was flat-
tened, when Vacationland was flat-
tened, when we went from 87 homes,
roughly, gone to about 600 homes gone
in a very short period of time, it is dif-
ficult to imagine that these people are
going to be able to remake their lives
in the path of this current flow.

We have to do all three things at the
same time. So we are going to continue
to work and to look for Federal part-
ners for help and for flexibility. I will
state that our Federal partners have
recognized the unique nature of this
disaster, and we really appreciate it. I
have talked to Majority Leader McCON-
NELL, Minority Leader SCHUMER, Vice
Chairman LEAHY, Chairman SHELBY,
and key appropriators about how
unique this disaster is, and I look for-
ward to working with the leadership in
the Appropriations Committee so the
communities affected by the volcano
can get the help they need.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 836.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Mark Jeremy Bennett,
of Hawaii, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Ninth Circuit.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I

send a cloture motion to the desk.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Mark Jeremy Bennett, of Hawaii,
to be United States Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit.

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Deb
Fischer, Mike Rounds, John Barrasso,
John Hoeven, Roger F. Wicker, Shelley
Moore Capito, Steve Daines, John
Boozman, Orrin G. Hatch, Thom Tillis,
David Perdue, Mike Crapo, Richard
Burr, Pat Roberts, Johnny Isakson.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 639.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Brian Allen
Benczkowski, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Attorney General.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Brian Allen Benczkowski, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Attorney General.

Mitch McConnell, Steve Daines, Chuck
Grassley, Tom Cotton, John Kennedy,
Marco Rubio, Thom Tillis, Mike Crapo,
Orrin G. Hatch, John Barrasso, John
Boozman, David Perdue, James
Lankford, John Cornyn, Roger F.
Wicker, John Thune, John Hoeven.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 686.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Paul C. Ney, Jr., of Ten-
nessee, to be General Counsel of the
Department of Defense.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Paul C. Ney, Jr., of Tennessee, to
be General Counsel of the Department of De-
fense.

Mitch McConnell, Mike Crapo, Tom Cot-
ton, Johnny Isakson, John Kennedy,
John Thune, John Boozman, Tim
Scott, Richard Burr, Thom Tillis, Roy
Blunt, Cory Gardner, Roger F. Wicker,
Mike Rounds, John Cornyn, John Bar-
rasso, Jerry Moran.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
calls for the cloture motions be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 923, 925, 927, 928,
929, 930, 932, and all nominations on the
Secretary’s desk in the Foreign Serv-
ice.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nominations of Robin S. Bernstein, of
Florida, to be Ambassador HExtraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Do-
minican Republic; Joseph N. Mondello,
of New York, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Trinidad and Tobago; Gordon D.
Sondland, of Washington, to be Rep-
resentative of the United States of
America to the European Union, with
the rank and status of Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary; Harry
B. Harris, Jr., of Florida, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
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America to the Republic of Korea; Ron-
ald Gidwitz, of Illinois, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Belgium;
Brian A. Nichols, of Rhode Island, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Career Minister, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Zimbabwe;
Tibor Peter Nagy, Jr., of Texas, to be
an Assistant Secretary of State (Afri-
can Affairs); and PN1952 FOREIGN
SERVICE nominations (80) beginning
George Eugene Adair, and ending Brian
J. McKenna, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of May 10,
2018.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Bernstein,
Mondello, Sondland, Harris, Gidwitz,
Nichols, and Nagy nominations and all
nominations on the Secretary’s desk in
the Foreign Service en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the
following nomination: Executive Cal-
endar No. 902.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Tara Sweeney,
of Alaska, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Interior.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nomination with no in-
tervening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action;
that no further motions be in order;
and that any statements related to the
nomination be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Sweeney nomi-
nation?

The nomination was confirmed.
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MARRAKESH TREATY TO FACILI-
TATE ACCESS TO PUBLISHED
WORKS FOR PERSONS WHO ARE
BLIND, VISUALLY IMPAIRED, OR
OTHERWISE PRINT DISABLED

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the
following treaty on today’s Executive
Calendar: No. 6; I further ask unani-
mous consent that the treaty be con-
sidered as having passed through its
various parliamentary stages up to and
including the presentation of the reso-
lution of ratification; that any com-
mittee conditions, declarations, or res-
ervations be agreed to as applicable;
that any statements be printed in the
RECORD; further, that when the resolu-
tion of ratification is voted upon, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and the President be notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The treaty will be stated.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Treaty document No. 114-6, Marrakesh
Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published
Works for Persons Who are Blind, Visually
Impaired, or Otherwise Print Disabled.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask for a division vote on the resolu-
tion of ratification.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A divi-
sion vote has been requested.

Senators in favor of the resolution of
ratification will rise and stand until
counted.

Those opposed will rise and stand
until counted.

On a division vote, two-thirds of the
Senators present having voted in the
affirmative, the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to.

The resolution of ratification is as
follows:

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present
concurring therein),

SECTION 1. SENATE ADVICE AND CONSENT SUB-
JECT TO A DECLARATION.

The Senate advises and consents to the
ratification of the Marrakesh Treaty to Fa-
cilitate Access to Published Works for Per-
sons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or
Otherwise Print Disabled, Done at Marra-
kesh on June 27, 2013 (Treaty Doc. 114-6),
subject to the declaration of section 2.

SEC. 2. DECLARATION.

The Senate’s advice and consent under sec-
tion 1 is subject to the following declaration:
The Treaty is not self-executing.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar Nos. 951 through 973 and 975
through 993 and all nominations placed
on the Secretary’s desk in Air Force,
Army, Marine Corps, and Navy; that
the nominations be confirmed; that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate; that no
further motions be in order; that any
statements related to the nominations
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be printed in the RECORD; that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then resume legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:
IN THE AIR FORCE
The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
624:
To be brigadier general
Col. Paul A. Friedrichs
IN THE NAVY
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:
To be vice admiral
Rear Adm. Michael T. Moran
IN THE AIR FORCE
The following named Air National Guard of
the United States officer for appointment in
the Reserve of the Air Force to the grade in-
dicated under title 10, U.S.C., sections 12203
and 12212:
To be major general
Brig. Gen. Mark H. Berry
IN THE NAVY
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the Navy Reserve to the grade indi-
cated under title 10, U.S.C., section 12203:
To be rear admiral (lower half)
Capt. Mark J. Mouriski
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the Navy Reserve to the grade indi-
cated under title 10, U.S.C., section 12203:
To be rear admiral (lower half)
Capt. Eileen H. Laubacher
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the Navy Reserve to the grade indi-
cated under title 10, U.S.C., section 12203:
To be rear admiral (lower half)
Capt. Ann H. Duff
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:
To be rear admiral
Rear Adm. (1h) John W. Korka
The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the Navy Reserve to the grade indi-
cated under title 10, U.S.C., section 12203:
To be rear admiral (lower half)
Capt. Nancy S. Lacore
Capt. Theodore P. Leclair
Capt. Eric C. Ruttenberg
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy Reserve to
the grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C.,
section 12203:
To be rear admiral
Rear Adm. (1h) Mary C. Riggs
The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy Reserve to
the grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C.,
section 12203:
To be rear admiral
Rear Adm. (Ih) Alan D. Beal
Rear Adm. (1h) Brian S. Hurley
Rear Adm. (1h) Andrew C. Lennon
The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the Navy Reserve to the grade indi-
cated under title 10, U.S.C., section 12203:
To be rear admiral (lower half)
Capt. Robert T. Clark
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