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Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. COONS, and Ms. SMITH): 

S. Res. 376. A resolution urging the Gov-
ernments of Burma and Bangladesh to en-
sure the safe, dignified, voluntary, and sus-
tainable return of the Rohingya refugees 
who have been displaced by the campaign of 
ethnic cleansing conducted by the Burmese 
military; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. Res. 377. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of paying tribute to those indi-
viduals who have faithfully served and re-
tired from the Armed Forces of the United 
States, designating April 18, 2018, as ‘‘Mili-
tary Retiree Appreciation Day’’, and encour-
aging the people of the United States to 
honor the past and continued service of mili-
tary retirees to their local communities and 
the United States; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Ms. BALDWIN: 
S. Res. 378. A resolution congratulating the 

National Treasury Employees Union on its 
80th anniversary and commending the dedi-
cation to Federal employees of and contin-
ued service by the National Treasury Em-
ployees Union and the members of the Na-
tional Treasury Employees Union; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself and 
Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. Res. 379. A resolution to authorize the 
production of records by the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and Mrs. 
CAPITO): 

S. Res. 380. A resolution congratulating the 
University of Charleston men’s soccer team 
for winning the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association Division II Men’s Soccer Cham-
pionship at Swope Soccer Village in Kansas 
City, Missouri; considered and agreed to. 
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 58 

At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 58, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
peal the excise tax on high cost em-
ployer-sponsored health coverage. 

S. 833 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 833, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to expand 
health care and benefits from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for mili-
tary sexual trauma, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 918 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 918, a bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to provide for automatic 
continuing resolutions. 

S. 1106 

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 

of S. 1106, a bill to designate the same 
individual serving as the Chief Nurse 
Officer of the Public Health Service as 
the National Nurse for Public Health. 

S. 1162 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1162, a bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to provide for the 
refinancing of certain Federal student 
loans, and for other purposes. 

S. 1774 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1774, a bill to provide protec-
tions for workers with respect to their 
right to select or refrain from selecting 
representation by a labor organization. 

S. 1873 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 1873, a bill to require 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
carry out a program to establish peer 
specialists in patient aligned care 
teams at medical centers of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1989 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) and the Senator 
from Florida (Mr. NELSON) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1989, a bill to en-
hance transparency and accountability 
for online political advertisements by 
requiring those who purchase and pub-
lish such ads to disclose information 
about the advertisements to the public, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2105 

At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2105, a bill to modify the presumption 
of service connection for veterans who 
were exposed to herbicide agents while 
serving in the Armed Forces in Thai-
land during the Vietnam era, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2250 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2250, a bill to ensure due 
process protections of individuals in 
the United States against unlawful de-
tention based solely on a protected 
characteristic. 

S. 2271 

At the request of Mr. REED, the name 
of the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2271, a bill to reauthorize the Museum 
and Library Services Act. 

S. 2286 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, his name 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 2286, a 
bill to amend the Peace Corps Act to 
provide greater protection and services 
for Peace Corps volunteers, and for 
other purposes. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 376—URGING 
THE GOVERNMENTS OF BURMA 
AND BANGLADESH TO ENSURE 
THE SAFE, DIGNIFIED, VOL-
UNTARY, AND SUSTAINABLE RE-
TURN OF THE ROHINGYA REFU-
GEES WHO HAVE BEEN DIS-
PLACED BY THE CAMPAIGN OF 
ETHNIC CLEANSING CONDUCTED 
BY THE BURMESE MILITARY 

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mr. KAINE, Mr. MCCAIN, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. RUBIO, Ms. WARREN, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. COONS, and Ms. SMITH) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 376 

Whereas, on August 25, 2017, attacks on se-
curity posts in Burma by the military group 
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army resulted 
in a brutal, systematic, and disproportionate 
reprisal by the Burmese military and secu-
rity forces on Rohingya villages in Rakhine 
State; 

Whereas more than 650,000 Rohingya refu-
gees have fled to Bangladesh since the Bur-
mese military commenced its scorched-earth 
campaign, with the burning of villages and 
local monuments, and reports of widespread 
gang rape, starvation, killing, and forcible 
deportation; 

Whereas the Government of Burma has 
consistently denied access to the United Na-
tions Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar es-
tablished to investigate human rights viola-
tions around the country; 

Whereas Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina proposed that ‘‘safe zones’’ be 
created inside Burma to protect all civilians 
irrespective of religion and ethnicity under 
United Nations (UN) supervision; 

Whereas the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR)’s mandate is to 
provide, in collaboration with other actors, 
international protection to refugees and to 
assist them in finding durable solutions 
through voluntary repatriation, local inte-
gration, or resettlement; 

Whereas the UN General Assembly has re-
peatedly affirmed UNHCR’s function of fa-
cilitating the voluntary repatriation of refu-
gees and, in recognition of the importance of 
sustainable return, has widened its mandate 
to include providing assistance for their re-
habilitation and dealing with the con-
sequences of their return; 

Whereas the fundamental operational prin-
ciples of voluntary repatriation are safety, 
to include legal and physical safety, and dig-
nity, to include treatment with respect and 
full acceptance by their national authorities, 
including the full restoration of refugees’ 
rights; 

Whereas, on November 23, 2017, the Govern-
ment of Burma and the Government of Ban-
gladesh signed an agreement, known as the 
‘‘Arrangement’’, on the return of displaced 
persons from Rakhine State, which is mod-
eled after the 1992 repatriation agreement 
between Burma and Bangladesh; 

Whereas the Arrangement includes ref-
erences to restoring normalcy and human 
rights in Rakhine State, for refugee returns 
to comply with international standards of 
safety, dignity, and voluntariness, and to 
commencing a process to address root causes 
in line with the Rakhine Advisory Commis-
sion recommendations; 
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Whereas approximately 236,000 Rohingya 

refugees returned to Burma under the terms 
of the 1992 agreement, only to continue to be 
denied citizenship, face prejudice, violence, 
and persecution, and in many instances be 
forced to live in internally displaced persons 
(IDP) camps with their freedom of movement 
restricted; 

Whereas Burma’s 1982 citizenship law 
stripped Rohingya of their Burmese citizen-
ship, rendering them stateless; 

Whereas the Government of Burma con-
tinues to systematically discriminate 
against the Rohingya people, including by 
continuing to restrict registration of 
Rohingya births and to deny them freedom 
of movement, access to healthcare, land, 
education, marriage, voting rights, and po-
litical participation; 

Whereas the Government of Burma has re-
peatedly abused land use laws to unjustly 
seize land from Rohingya refugees; 

Whereas UNHCR is working closely with 
the Government of Bangladesh and partners 
to provide protection and assistance to the 
Rohingya refugees and to support the host 
populations affected by the influx; 

Whereas the Government of Burma has not 
reached an agreement with UNHCR on its 
role in the safe, dignified, and voluntary re-
turn of Rakhine State refugees; 

Whereas Myanmar Minister of Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement Dr. Win Myat 
Aye, on December 28, 2017, announced that 
the repatriation process will begin on Janu-
ary 22, 2018; 

Whereas there is concern that up to 100,000 
Rohingya could be at risk of forced return 
into two ‘‘model villages’’ or supported by 
1,200 tents provided by the Government of 
Burma, without assurances of their safety or 
details regarding long term solutions to ad-
dress root causes of Rohingya disenfran-
chisement; 

Whereas ‘‘model villages’’ and similar tac-
tics in Burma dating back to colonial rule 
have been used to strategically shift popu-
lation groups and deepen religious and cul-
tural divides; 

Whereas on December 12, 2017, Wa Lone 
and Kyaw Soe Oo, two journalists reporting 
and documenting atrocities against the 
Rohingya, were arrested and on January 10, 
2018, formally prosecuted with violating the 
‘‘Official Secrets Act,’’ further risking Bur-
ma’s democratic transition; 

Whereas UNHCR, as of December 17, 2017, 
reports that conditions in Burma’s Rakhine 
State are not yet conducive to enable safe 
and sustainable return, as refugees continue 
to flee Rakhine State into neighboring Ban-
gladesh; 

Whereas UNHCR reports that those who ar-
rive have suffered immense violence and 
trauma in Burma, with some having wit-
nessed the deaths of family members and 
friends and most having little or nothing to 
return to, with their homes and villages de-
stroyed; and 

Whereas there is concern that deep divi-
sions between communities remain 
unaddressed and humanitarian access is in-
adequate: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the violence and displace-

ment inflicted on Burma’s Rohingya and 
other ethnic minorities; 

(2) calls for an immediate halt to all hos-
tilities by Burmese authorities; 

(3) condemns the attacks by the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army militant group; 

(4) calls on the Government of Burma to 
allow full access to Rakhine State and en-
sure the full participation of UNHCR, the 
internationally endorsed organization 
tasked with ensuring that refugee returns 
are voluntary, safe, dignified, and meet 
international refugee and human rights 
standards, and that the voices of refugees are 
represented in order to ensure the sustain-
ability of such returns and to prevent fur-
ther waves of displacement; 

(5) commends the positive role of the Gov-
ernment of Bangladesh in receiving 
Rohingya refugees to date and urges the 
Government of Bangladesh to continue al-
lowing the full participation of UNHCR and 
human rights organization in accessing ref-
ugee camps; 

(6) calls on UNHCR and international non-
governmental organizations to play a role in 
monitoring repatriation efforts by the Gov-
ernments of Bangladesh and Burma to en-
sure a process that meets international 
norms for voluntary, safe, and dignified repa-
triation; 

(7) calls on the UN to consider the feasi-
bility of Bangladesh’s proposal for a ‘‘safe 
zone’’ or for a peacekeeping mission to pro-
tect and defend vulnerable communities 
under international supervision; 

(8) agrees that any return of Rohingya 
should include guarantees that any returns 
of refugees will be voluntary and dignified, 
that there will be no threats to protection or 
security upon return, that refugees will be 
able to return to their places of origin or 
other locations as desired, and be able to 
enjoy equal rights with others in Burma, in-
cluding the restoration or granting of full 
citizenship, freedom of movement, and ac-
cess to basic services; 

(9) recognizes that any forced relocation of 
Rohingya refugees into temporary settle-
ments, IDP camps, ‘‘model villages,’’ or 
other areas not of refugees’ choosing is unac-
ceptable; 

(10) calls on the Government of Burma to 
allow for a flexible and practical approach to 
dealing with evidence of Rohingya residence 
in Burma, recognizing that the Rohingya ref-
ugees in Bangladesh possess a wide range of 
documents and that some refugees have no 
documents and will need to establish their 
residence by other means; 

(11) calls on the Government of Burma to 
address root causes consistent with the 
Rakhine Advisory Commission recommenda-
tions and fully implement all of the rec-
ommendations of the Commission, including 
providing equal access to full restoration or 
granting of full citizenship for the Rohingya 
population; 

(12) calls on the Government of Burma to 
acknowledge and address the issue of state-
lessness for the Rohingya, the deprivation of 
rights, and institutionalized and pervasive 
discrimination of the Rohingya population 
in order to bring about any sustainable solu-
tions; 

(13) commends the Government and the 
people of Bangladesh for their extraordinary 
generosity and efforts to provide shelter and 
relief for nearly 1,000,000 Rohingya refugees 
forced to flee their homes in Burma; 

(14) calls on the Government of Bangladesh 
to ensure all refugees have freedom of move-
ment and under no circumstances are subject 
to unsafe, involuntary, precipitous, or unin-
formed returns to Burma; and 

(15) calls on the Government of Burma to 
immediately release journalists Wa Lone and 
Kyaw Soe Oo. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 377—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOSE IN-
DIVIDUALS WHO HAVE FAITH-
FULLY SERVED AND RETIRED 
FROM THE ARMED FORCES OF 
THE UNITED STATES, DESIG-
NATING APRIL 18, 2018, AS ‘‘MILI-
TARY RETIREE APPRECIATION 
DAY’’, AND ENCOURAGING THE 
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 
TO HONOR THE PAST AND CON-
TINUED SERVICE OF MILITARY 
RETIREES TO THEIR LOCAL COM-
MUNITIES AND THE UNITED 
STATES 

Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
CRUZ) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 377 

Whereas there are approximately 2,000,000 
retirees of the Armed Forces of the United 
States who have earned their retirement 
through career service, a service-connected 
disability, or both; 

Whereas military retirees show an 
unrivaled dedication to service, having faith-
fully served their country and dedicated 
much of their lives knowing that at any mo-
ment they could be sent anywhere in the 
world and possibly asked to make the ulti-
mate sacrifice to protect and defend the na-
tional security of the United States; 

Whereas military retirees, through their 
perseverance and dedication— 

(1) have proven to be leaders who are resil-
ient, focused, disciplined, well-trained, and 
well-educated; and 

(2) bring the best qualities of citizenship in 
the United States to lifelong service within 
their national and local communities as de-
pendable, responsible citizens and neighbors; 

Whereas the qualities of a military retiree 
often result in positive contributions to— 

(1) the civilian workforce, as experienced 
and knowledgeable employees; 

(2) local educational institutions, as teach-
ers, counselors, and coaches; 

(3) local government, as elected public 
servants; and 

(4) communities, as dedicated and effective 
volunteers; 

Whereas the dedication and focus of mili-
tary retirees helps strengthen and stabilize 
local communities; and 

Whereas the contributions of military re-
tirees to their communities are the mani-
festation of the desire of the retirees to con-
tinue their selfless acts of volunteering and 
their lifelong service to the United States: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 18, 2018, as ‘‘Military 

Retiree Appreciation Day’’; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to honor the past and continued serv-
ice of military retirees to their local commu-
nities and the United States through appro-
priate ceremonies and other activities. 
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