June 25, 2018

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S. 3126. A bill to allow State manufac-
turing extension partnerships to award
grants to small and medium sized manufac-
turers for the purpose of training new work-
ers to replace departing experienced work-
ers; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 3127. A bill to protect the right of the
American public under the First Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States to
receive news and information from disparate
sources by regulating the use of automated
software programs intended to impersonate
or replicate human activity on social media;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

By Mr. KENNEDY:

S. 3128. A bill to reauthorize the National
Flood Insurance Program; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. HTIRONO:

S. 3129. A bill to amend the Carl D. Perkins
Career and Technical Education Act of 2006
in order to improve career and technical edu-
cation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr.
BOO0OZMAN, and Mr. TESTER):

S. 3130. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for the disapproval of
any course of education for purposes of the
educational assistance programs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs unless the edu-
cational institution providing the course
permits individuals to attend or participate
in courses pending payment by Department,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. UDALL,
and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO):

S. 3131. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide increased
labor law protections for agricultural work-
ers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. NELSON, Mr.
PERDUE, Mr. KAINE, Mr. DURBIN, and
Mr. LEE):

S. Res. 556. A resolution reaffirming the
commitment of the United States to hold the
Ortega regime accountable for acts of vio-
lence and human rights abuses perpetrated
against the Nicaraguan people; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 339

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 339, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to repeal the re-
quirement for reduction of survivor an-
nuities under the Survivor Benefit
Plan by veterans’ dependency and in-
demnity compensation, and for other
purposes.

S. 384

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the

name of the Senator from Maryland
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(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 384, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
manently extend the new markets tax
credit, and for other purposes.
S. 808
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
808, a bill to provide protections for
certain sports medicine professionals
who provide certain medical services in
a secondary State.
S. 868
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 868, a bill to amend the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of
1974 to require a lifetime income dis-
closure.
S. 1109
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1109, a bill to amend title VIII of the
Public Health Service Act to extend
advanced education nursing grants to
support clinical nurse specialist pro-
grams, and for other purposes.
. 1112
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1112, a bill to support States in their
work to save and sustain the health of
mothers during pregnancy, childbirth,
and in the postpartum period, to elimi-
nate disparities in maternal health
outcomes for pregnancy-related and
pregnancy-associated deaths, to iden-
tify solutions to improve health care
quality and health outcomes for moth-
ers, and for other purposes.
S. 1158
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BoOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1158, a bill to help prevent acts
of genocide and other atrocity crimes,
which threaten national and inter-
national security, by enhancing United
States Government capacities to pre-
vent, mitigate, and respond to such cri-
ses.
S. 1338
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1338, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal to the
United States Army Dust Off crews of
the Vietnam War, collectively, in rec-
ognition of their extraordinary her-
oism and life-saving actions in Viet-
nam.
S. 1351
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1351, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act with respect to
the designation of general surgery
shortage areas, and for other purposes.
S. 1464
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
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(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1464, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the
exclusion for energy conservation sub-
sidies provided by public utilities to in-
clude subsidies provided by public util-
ities and State and local governments
for water conservation and storm
water management.
S. 1913
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1913, a bill to amend the Federal
Crop Insurance Act and the Federal
Agriculture Improvement and Reform
Act of 1996 to make the native sod pro-
visions applicable to the United States
and to modify those provisions, and for
other purposes.
S. 2086
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2086, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Agriculture Improvement and Re-
form Act of 1996 to extend and mod-
ernize the sugar program, to extend
and subsequently repeal the feedstock
flexibility program for bioenergy pro-
ducers, to extend and subsequently re-
place flexible marketing allotments for
sugar, and for other purposes.
S. 2497
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2497, a bill to amend the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 and the
Arms Export Control Act to make im-
provements to certain defense and se-
curity assistance provisions and to au-
thorize the appropriations of funds to
Israel, and for other purposes.
S. 2540
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 25640, a bill to provide predict-
ability and certainty in the tax law,
create jobs, and encourage investment.
S. 2553
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN) and the Senator from Indi-
ana (Mr. DONNELLY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2553, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
prohibit health plans and pharmacy
benefit managers from restricting
pharmacies from informing individuals
regarding the prices for certain drugs
and biologicals.
S. 2619
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2619, a bill to amend the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002 to reauthorize energy programs
through fiscal year 2023, and for other
purposes.
S. 2835
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
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SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2835, a bill to require a study of the
well-being of the newsprint and pub-
lishing industry in the United States,
and for other purposes.

S. 3029

At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) and the
Senator from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 3029, a
bill to revise and extend the Pre-
maturity Research Expansion and Edu-
cation for Mothers who deliver Infants
Early Act (PREEMIE Act).

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3029, supra.

S. 3034

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. TiLLIS) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 3034, a bill to amend the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act to reauthorize the rural busi-
ness investment program, and for other
purposes.

S. 3040

At the request of Mr. ScoTT, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3040, a bill to amend the Fair
Credit Reporting Act to clarify Federal
law with respect to reporting certain
positive consumer credit information

to consumer reporting agencies, and
for other purposes.
S. 3046
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3046, a bill to allow the Secretary
of Agriculture to enter into self-deter-
mination contracts with Indian Tribes
and Tribal organizations to carry out
supplemental nutrition assistance pro-
grams.
S. 3093
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3093, a bill to amend the
Immigration and Nationality Act to
address the protective custody of alien
children accompanied by parents, and
for other purposes.
S. 3104
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3104, a bill to amend the Rural
Electrification Act of 1936 to expand
substantially underserved trust area
authority to all rural development pro-
grams of the Department of Agri-
culture.
S. 3110
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3110, a bill to support educational enti-
ties in fully implementing title IX and
reducing and preventing sex discrimi-
nation in all areas of education.
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S. 3113

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3113, a bill to promote dairy product in-
novation, including in specialty cheese,
and value-added dairy product develop-
ment for the economic benefit of
United States dairy farmers and their
communities.

S.J. RES. 8

At the request of Mr. UDALL, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 8, a joint resolution
proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States relating
to contributions and expenditures in-
tended to affect elections.

AMENDMENT NO. 3039

At the request of Mr. TOOMEY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3039 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 5895, a bill making appro-
priations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 556—RE-
AFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES TO
HOLD THE ORTEGA REGIME AC-
COUNTABLE FOR ACTS OF VIO-
LENCE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
ABUSES PERPETRATED AGAINST
THE NICARAGUAN PEOPLE

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEzZ, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. NELSON, Mr.
PERDUE, Mr. KAINE, Mr. DURBIN, and
Mr. LEE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 556

Whereas, on April 19, 2018, protests began
in Managua, Nicaragua as a result of changes
made to the social security system by the
Ortega regime that would have raised work-
ers’ contributions and cut retirees’ pensions;

Whereas Transparency International’s 2017
Corruption Perceptions Index ranks Nica-
ragua as tied for 151 of 180, the third worst
ranking for a country in the Western Hemi-
sphere, after Venezuela and Haiti;

Whereas numerous media outlets have re-
ported on allegations regarding the involve-
ment of Nicaraguan government officials in
corruption, including misappropriating bil-
lions of dollars provided to Nicaragua by the
Government of Venezuela;

Whereas, on April 23, 2018, tens of thou-
sands of people—workers, students, farmers,
and representatives of the private sectors—
demonstrated in Managua demanding an end
to the repression, with some calling for the
departure of the President of Nicaragua Dan-
iel Ortega;

Whereas, on April 24, 2018, the United Na-
tions called on the Government of Nicaragua
to carry out ‘‘prompt, thorough, independent
and transparent investigations into these
deaths,” saying a number of the killings may
have been ‘‘unlawful’’;

Whereas, on May 13, 2018, the Catholic
Church organized a national dialogue be-
tween the protesters and the Government of
Nicaragua;

June 25, 2018

Whereas, on May 17, 2018, the Executive
Secretary of the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights of the Organization of
American States, Paulo Abrao, arrived in
Nicaragua to investigate the human rights
violations that took place during the recent
protests;

Whereas, on May 21, 2018, the Inter-Amer-
ican Commission on Human Rights of the Or-
ganization of American States issued a
statement that described the excessive use of
force by Nicaraguan security forces and
armed irregular groups that resulted in ‘‘doz-
ens of persons killed and hundreds wounded;
illegal and arbitrary detentions; practices of
torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treat-
ment; censorship and attacks on the press;
and other forms of intimidation’’;

Whereas, on May 21, 2018, the Inter-Amer-
ican Commission on Human Rights of the Or-
ganization of American States ‘‘emphati-
cally condemn[ed] the deaths, attacks and
arbitrary detentions of students, demonstra-
tors, journalists and other citizens that have
occurred in Nicaragua since the beginning of
the protests’’;

Whereas, on May 23, 2018, Cardinal
Leopoldo Brenes declared that talks had
been suspended between the Ortega regime,
the opposition, and civil society;

Whereas, on May 29, 2018, Amnesty Inter-
national released a report entitled ‘‘Shoot to
Kill: Nicaragua’s Strategy to Repress Pro-
test”’, which documented the lethal use of
weapons, specifically noting that gunshots
fired by pro-government groups were aimed
to kill and targeted specific individuals;

Whereas, on May 30, 2018, a peaceful
“Mother’s Day protest’” turned deadly, with
an estimated 16 people killed and 88 injured
during clashes;

Whereas, on June 15, 2018, the National
Dialogue resumed, resulting in a ceasefire
agreement;

Whereas, the next day, on June 16, 2018,
armed irregular groups killed 6 members of a
family in an arson attack against their home
and business;

Whereas, on June 18, 2018, the Department
of State released a statement that affirmed,
“The United States condemns the ongoing
government-sponsored violence and intimi-
dation campaign in Nicaragua . . . We urge
immediate and full implementation of the
June 15 National Dialogue agreement on
human rights.”;

Whereas the June 2018 statement released
by the Department of State stated, ‘“We note
the widespread call among Nicaraguans for
early elections. The United States believes
early elections represent a constructive way
forward’’; and

Whereas, as of June 18, 2018, there were at
least 178 deaths and more than 1,000 people
injured as a result of the protests, according
to data from the Centro Nicaragud4ense de
Derechos Humanos (Nicaraguan Center for
Human Rights, or Cenidh): Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the violence perpetrated
against the citizens of Nicaragua by the Or-
tega regime and affiliated armed irregular
groups;

(2) calls on the Government of Nicaragua
to end the repressive practices of its security
forces and enact constitutional and legal re-
forms to better protect its citizens;

(3) supports efforts by the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights of the Organi-
zation of American States to conduct a cred-
ible, independent investigation into the kill-
ing of at least 178 protestors;

(4) encourages the Government of Nica-
ragua to commit to negotiations with rep-
resentatives of the Catholic Church, civil so-
ciety, student movement, private sector, and
political opposition to bring about an end to
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