January 4, 2018

FEMA DECISION

Mr. President, the other issue I want
to speak about today very briefly is
that I want to commend the adminis-
tration and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for a decision
they just made. That decision was to
make houses of worship eligible for
Federal disaster aid. This is in line
with legislation that I introduced in
September of last year. Senator GILLI-
BRAND and I introduced this legislation
after the impact of Hurricane Sandy on
houses of worship.

FEMA’s Public Assistance Program
provides financial grants for the repair,
reconstruction, and replacement of pri-
vate nonprofit facilities—private non-
profit facilities. However, until yester-
day, houses of worship were ineligible
for FEMA public assistance grants.

As we saw last year, houses of wor-
ship—churches, synagogues, mosques,
and other places—are critical institu-
tions within communities. They help
feed people in need and, in trying to re-
spond to disaster, they provide comfort
and shelter during those disasters.
FEMA not only did the right thing by
making houses of worship eligible for
disaster assistance, it did what our
Constitution demands.

According to FEMA officials, the
change in policy was prompted by the
Supreme Court’s ruling in the case of
Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia,
Inc. v. Comer. We have a provision in
our constitution which I argued
against and other Missouri elected offi-
cials filed amicus briefs against where
we said our constitution was wrong in
finding that religious, not-for-profit or-
ganizations couldn’t be eligible for
State programs simply because they
were religious. That is not what the
U.S. Constitution says. It is not what
the Supreme Court determined State
constitutions have a right to do.

So FEMA has taken an important
step. I think it is equally important
now that we make this policy perma-
nent law. It is the right thing to do. It
deserves to be permanently the right
thing to do. I am hoping that we see
the legislation that I have introduced
and that many have cosponsored in
whatever is the next supplemental dis-
aster funding. Money is going to be
spent. Let’s go ahead and properly au-
thorize it, as the Supreme Court said
we had every right to do and as FEMA
has decided that it is the right thing to
do.

We are in a new year. We have new
challenges. One of the goals we have is
to be sure that we move forward in
strengthening our economy, to help
those responding to disasters and ex-
panding opportunities for hard-working
families. We have done that with regu-
latory reform, with judges who will de-
termine what the law says, and with a
tax bill where people will soon see in
their paycheck that it is actually all
about hard-working families.

I have an editorial from the Joplin
Globe today. A tornado struck a com-
munity in 2011, and over 100 people
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were Kkilled. According to the Joplin
Globe editorial—just to remind me of
the numbers—some 28 churches were
either destroyed or damaged by the
tornado that came through Joplin. A
significant number were totally de-
stroyed. I have been to a number of
those buildings that have been re-
placed, but they were replaced without
any of the kind of assistance that other
not-for-profits would have had.

The Joplin Globe editorial ends with
this:

Floods, fires, tornadoes and hurricanes
don’t treat churches differently. Neither
should FEMA.

Again, I congratulate FEMA for the
decision they made on this topic.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Joplin Globe editorial be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Joplin Globe]
OUR VIEW: FEMA AID FOR CHURCHES

During Joplin’s 2011 tornado, some 28
churches were either destroyed or damaged.
But those that were still standing quickly
opened doors and became centers for those
left homeless after this national disaster.

That’s why we applaud the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s announcement
that houses of worship are eligible for FEMA
Public Assistance program grants, which
provide funding for the repair, reconstruc-
tion or replacement of private nonprofit
sites.

That’s thanks to U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-
Mo., who introduced the legislation in Sep-
tember to make houses of worship perma-
nently eligible for disaster assistance. Sen.
Claire McCaskill, the Democrat from Mis-
souri, also added her name to the bill in a
show of bipartisan support.

Both Blunt and McCaskill, in statements
put out on Wednesday, recognize the value
churches can play in disasters.

“I'm glad to see FEMA do the right thing
by ensuring houses of worship are eligible for
disaster aid on the same terms as other non-
profits,” Blunt said. ‘“‘As we saw again last
year, houses of worship serve a vital role
during disasters, providing shelter, food and
other services for families who need it the
most.”’

Previously, houses of worship were ineli-
gible for FEMA Public Assistance program
grants. FEMA’s announcement on Wednes-
day means that churches, synagogues or
mosques affected by disasters declared on or
after Aug. 23, 2017, and for applications for
assistance that were pending with FEMA as
of Aug. 23, 2017, are eligible for assistance.

Blunt’s right. Legislation is still needed to
ensure houses of worship remain eligible for
disaster assistance under federal law on a
permanent basis. Floods, fires, tornadoes and
hurricanes don’t treat churches differently.
Neither should FEMA.

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BLUNT). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES CHARLES

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, for
the past year or so, I have been coming
to the floor nearly every week, and I
know the Presiding Officer looks at
this as possibly his favorite time of the
week because he gets to hear a lot of
these ‘‘Alaskan of the Week’ speeches.
I know the pages love them. I come to
the floor to talk about my State, really
brag about my State, and recognize an
Alaskan who has made a difference—
made a difference in their community,
whether it is a small community or a
big community in the State, in the
country.

I have repeatedly stated—I am sure
not all my colleagues agree, but maybe
some of them do—that Alaskans live in
the greatest State in the greatest
country in the world. We certainly
have the most beautiful landscapes and
all the seasons. I was in Fairbanks and
Anchorage over the holidays. It was
wonderful. Winter is such a great time
in the great State of Alaska. For those
who love snow, Alaska is the place to
be, so we want everyone to come visit.
But it is truly the people and strong
communities throughout Alaska that
make our State so great—such a wel-
coming place.

For those of us who live in Alaska,
sustainable community is everything.
Living in one of the most magnificent
places on Earth, also, certainly has its
challenges. We depend on each other.
Our traditional knowledge, our inge-
nuity, our warm-hearted nature, and
our determination to overcome these
challenges is what makes our State
great and is often the theme of our
‘“Alaskan of the Week’’ speeches.

Today I wish to transport you to the
village of Tuntutuliak—a village of
about 400 people, southwest of Bethel,
AK, on the 700-mile long, mighty
Kuskokwim River—and introduce you
to a truly amagzing elder who, for 77
years, has worked tirelessly for his
community and for our State. This is
James Charles, who is our Alaskan of
the Week.

Over the past decades, when there
has been a meeting on the Kuskokwim
concerning fish or wildlife or subsist-
ence, James has been there helping to
create and shape a fishing and hunting
community and regulations, not only
for the region but for the entire State
of Alaska.

James was born in 1940 in a fish camp
below Helmick Point on the
Kuskokwim River. During that time,
Alaska was being devastated by a tu-
berculosis epidemic. In fact, in the
mid-20th century, Alaska Native people
experienced the highest incidence of
tuberculosis of any population ever.
This is one of the many challenges we
talk about.

Sadly, the epidemic took James’s fa-
ther, his uncle, and both grandparents,
leaving his mother and the community
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to care for her three children. The com-
munity—like many still, unfortu-
nately, in Alaska—didn’t have hos-
pitals or clinics. They didn’t have med-
icine. The Federal Government basi-
cally turned a blind eye to the havoc
that this disease was wreaking over all
of Alaska, particularly in our small vil-
lages.

What the community did have was
each other. They had food, and they
had the bounty of the land. They had
elders to help teach the young people
in the village the true meaning of sub-
sistence living.

James’s mother, Emma, hunted and
fished to feed the family, and she and
James’s uncle taught James how to be
a conservationist, only taking enough
fish and wild game to survive and en-
suring enough was left for other vil-
lagers—lessons he has passed on to the
younger generations of Alaskans, year
after year.

James met his wife Nancy 50 years
ago. She lived in another village. He
met her when he was out trapping for
food. He said:

I walked 52 miles and found my wife at the
end of my trapline. It was my best catch
[ever].

James’s accomplishments are legion.
He spent 22 years in the Alaska Na-
tional Guard, like so many Alaskan
Natives who serve at higher rates in
the U.S. military than any other eth-
nic group in the country. He has served
on the Federal Subsistence Regional
Advisory Council, the Fish and Game
Advisory Council, and the Kuskokwim
River Salmon Management Working
Group.

James travels all around our great
State, attending different meetings and
testifying at the Board of Fish and
Game. He has dedicated his life to fish
and wildlife conservation so he can set
an example for Alaskans today and fu-
ture generations, including his own
family.

He has 5 children, 15 grandchildren,
and 12 great-grandchildren. He is so
committed to keeping the culture and
tradition alive that none of his kids or
great grandkids are allowed into his
house unless they are able to speak
Yupik, the traditional language of his
people.

For all his work to help continue a
vital tradition of subsistence and con-
servation in Alaska, James was award-
ed the conservationist of the year
award by the Fish and Wildlife Service
this past summer, which he accepted at
this year’s Alaska Federation of Na-
tives Convention.

For his work, James is our Alaskan
of the Week.

Thank you, James, for all you have
done for the great State of Alaska.

TRIBUTE TO ALEX SCHENCK

Mr. President, I wish to say a few
words about one of the members of my
staff, who happens to be on the floor
with me right now. Alex Schenck, un-
fortunately for me, is leaving my office
on January 5 to pursue another oppor-
tunity in Washington, DC.
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Alex has been in my office since 2015.
He has been a legislative correspondent
and rose to be a legislative aide where
he oversaw issues related to my work
on both the Environment and Public
Works Committee and the Commerce,
Science, and Transportation Com-
mittee. Most notably and importantly
for this body and, I believe, for the en-
tire country, Alex was the key member
of my staff who drafted S. 756, the Save
Our Seas Act, the SOS Act, an impor-
tant bipartisan piece of legislation we
worked on with Senator WHITEHOUSE
and others. It passed the Senate last
year.

This legislation, which is awaiting
movement in the House, will address a
very important issue not only for Alas-
ka but for the entire country, which is
the epidemic of marine debris affecting
our oceans, our shorelines, inland wa-
terways, coasts across the globe, fish
and wildlife habitat, and the health
and sustainability of our fisheries.

What Alex was able to do in terms of
this bill is very impressive. He brought
together an impressive coalition of in-
dustry and conservation groups to sup-
port the bill. In addition to working on
that important legislation—which we
are hopeful will move in the House and
get signed by the President—Alex ran
point on hearings that I chaired at the
Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere,
Fisheries, and Coast Guard.

He has a bachelor of science degree
from High Point University in North
Carolina and a master’s degree in ap-
plied political science from American
University. He is an avid outdoorsman,
as you can probably tell. He is a good-
natured and extremely hard-working
member of my team.

He will be sorely missed. We wish
him the very best.

Thank you, Alex.

I yield the floor

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO KELLY FLYNN

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the distinct honor of rec-
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ognizing Montana Representative Kelly
Flynn of Broadwater County for his
service to the State of Montana. Kelly
is currently serving his fourth term in
the Montana State Legislature. He
continues to serve with an unyielding
commitment to his constituents and
the well-being of the State, while also
fighting cancer. This past November,
Kelly made the motion to adjourn the
legislative special session, concluding,
“Cancer may take my body but it will
never take my heart and soul.”

Kelly’s heart and soul are Montana
through and through. Kelly is a ranch-
er and outfitter who serves as chair-
man of the Montana House of Rep-
resentatives Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
Committee. He has also served on the
Governor’s Council for Private Lands
and Public Wildlife and the Montana
Board of Outfitters and is currently
serving as a member of the Broadwater
County Farm Bureau. Montana has
benefited greatly from his decades of
service.

Kelly has been a friend of mine for
years. His work ethic is exceptional,
and he is the best master of ceremonies
in Broadwater County. His commit-
ment to others represents the heart
and soul of Montana.e

———

TRIBUTE TO JUNE RYCHALSKI

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week, I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing June Rychalski for her service
with the Montana Department of Mili-
tary Affairs. She has served Montana
with grace, diligence, a positive atti-
tude, and genuine care for the people of
the Treasure State.

During her 35 years of service, June
has been secretary to the senior Army
adviser, administrative assistant to the
adjutant general, and next month will
complete her career with the Montana
Veterans Affairs Division. June dem-
onstrated compassion and profes-
sionalism on a daily basis. Her ability
to help a grieving family member navi-
gate the challenges of veteran burial
honors or steer a distressed veteran in
the right direction to attain benefits is
highly commendable. Her presence in
the Montana Department of Military
Affairs will be missed, but the
mentorship she provided agency per-
sonnel over the years will ensure that
her legacy endures. To her coworkers,
June was regarded as their greatest ad-
vocate.

When June retires, she plans to do
what she has always done: continue to
take good care of others. At age 83,
June’s example is inspiring. Her work
ethic, compassion, and commitment to
excellence represent the best of Mon-
tana values.

Thank you, June, for your service. I
wish you the best in retirement and ap-
preciate all you have done for our
State.®

———

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA JOHNSON

e Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize the career of Barbara
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