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as cosponsors of amendment No. 2929
intended to be proposed to H.R. 5895, a
bill making appropriations for energy
and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2954
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2954 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 5895, a bill making appro-
priations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2971
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the Senator from
Alabama (Mr. JONES), the Senator from
Missouri (Mrs. McCCASKILL), the Sen-
ator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs.
SHAHEEN) and the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. WYDEN) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 2971 proposed to
H.R. 5895, a bill making appropriations
for energy and water development and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2019, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2972
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
2972 intended to be proposed to H.R.
5895, a bill making appropriations for
energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2019, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2978
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2978 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 5895, a bill making appro-
priations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2986
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2986 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 5895, a
bill making appropriations for energy
and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2999
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2999 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 5895, a bill making appro-
priations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3003
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
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(Mr. CAssIDY) and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. BURR) were added
as cosponsors of amendment No. 3003
intended to be proposed to H.R. 5895, a
bill making appropriations for energy
and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REED (for himself and

Mr. BLUNT):
S. 3095. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to help build a
stronger health care workforce; to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I am

pleased to be joined by Senator BLUNT
in reintroducing the Building a Health
Care Workforce for the Future Act.

According to the Association of
American Medical Colleges, by 2030,
there will be a shortage of up to 120,000
physicians. Over one third of the short-
age, up to 49,300, will be in primary
care. Individuals and families living in
underserved areas—urban and rural—
will continue to be those most dis-
advantaged by this shortage.

The passage of the Affordable Care
Act in 2010 ushered in an expansion of
access to health insurance for millions
of Americans. While we fight to protect
these gains and work to improve the
system further, many Americans are
going to the doctor for preventive
health care for the first time. In order
for this to be successful, we must ex-
pand our health care workforce to en-
sure that we have enough health care
professionals to seamlessly accommo-
date the newly insured as they join the
ranks of those who already have cov-
erage. In addition, as the baby boomers
age, we will need health care profes-
sionals to care for them as well. Ac-
cording to the Pew Research Center,
roughly 10,000 baby boomers will be-
come eligible for Medicare every day
through 2030.

The Building a Health Care Work-
force for the Future Act would author-
ize programs that would grow the over-
all number of health care providers, as
well as encourage providers to pursue
careers in geographic and practice
areas of highest need.

Building on the success of the Na-
tional Health Service Corp (NHSC)
Scholarship and Loan Repayment Pro-
gram and the State Loan Repayment
Program, our legislation would estab-
lish a State scholarship program. Like
the NHSC State Loan Repayment Pro-
gram, States would be able to receive a
dollar-for-dollar match to support indi-
viduals that commit to practicing in
the state in which the scholarship was
issued after completing their education
and training. At least 50 percent of the
funding would be required to support
individuals committed to pursuing ca-
reers in primary care. The States
would have the flexibility to use the re-
maining 50 percent to fund scholarships
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to educate students in other health
care professions with documented
shortages with the approval of the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services.

The Building a Health Care Work-
force for the Future Act would also au-
thorize grants to medical schools to de-
velop primary care mentors on faculty
and in the community. According to
the Association of American Medical
Colleges, graduating medical students
consistently say that one of the most
important factors affecting the career
path they choose is role models. Build-
ing a network of primary care mentors
in the classroom and in a variety of
clinical settings will help guide more
medical students into careers in pri-
mary care.

The legislation would couple these
mentorship grants with an initiative to
improve the education and training of-
fered by medical schools in com-
petencies most critical to primary
care, including patient-centered med-
ical homes, primary and behavioral
health integration, and team-based
care.

It would also direct the Institute of
Medicine (IOM) to study and make rec-
ommendations about ways to limit the
administrative burden on providers in
documenting cognitive services deliv-
ered to patients. Primary care pro-
viders treat patients in need of these
services almost exclusively, and as
such, spend a significant percentage of
their day documenting care. That is
not the case for providers who perform
procedures, such as surgeries. This IOM
study would help uncover ways to sim-
plify documentation requirements, par-
ticularly for delivering cognitive serv-
ices, in order to eliminate one of the
potential factors that may discourage
medical students from pursuing careers
in primary care.

Providers across the spectrum of care
recognize that this bipartisan legisla-
tion is part of the solution to address-
ing the looming health care workforce
shortage and have lent their support,
including: the Alliance for Specialty
Medicine, the American Association of
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, the
American Association of Colleges of
Osteopathic Medicine, the American
Association for Marriage and Family
Therapy, the American Osteopathic As-
sociation, the Association of American
Medical Colleges, and the Society of
General Internal Medicine.

I look forward to working with these
and other stakeholders as well as Sen-
ator BLUNT and our colleagues to pass
the Building a Health Care Workforce
for the Future Act in order to help en-
sure patients have access to the health
care they need.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 552—COM-
MEMORATING JUNE 20, 2018, AS
“WORLD REFUGEE DAY”

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. CAR-

PER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
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Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. REED,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. COONS, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
KAINE, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. BROWN, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:
S. RES. 552

Whereas World Refugee Day acknowledges
the courage, strength, and determination of
women, men, and children forced to flee
their homes because of persecution or con-
flict;

Whereas, according to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees—

(1) a refugee is an individual who faces per-
secution or has a well-founded fear of perse-
cution because of race, religion, nationality,
political opinion, or membership in a par-
ticular social group;

(2) more than 68,500,000 people are displaced
worldwide, which is the worst displacement
crisis in global history, including 25,400,000
refugees, more than 40,000,000 internally dis-
placed people, 3,100,000 asylum seekers, and
10,000,000 stateless people;

(3) children comprise 52 percent of the
global refugee population, many of whom
lack access to education;

(4) on average, 44,400 people per day are dis-
placed from their homes;

(5) 16,200,000 individuals were newly dis-
placed due to conflict or persecution in 2017,
including 11,800,000 internally displaced per-
sons and 4,400,000 refugees and asylum seek-
ers;

(6) more than 68 percent of all refugees
worldwide come from the following 5 coun-
tries:

(A) Syria, with 6,300,000 refugees;

(B) Afghanistan, with 2,600,000 refugees;
(C) South Sudan, with 2,400,000 refugees;
(D) Myanmar, with 1,200,000 refugees; and
(E) Somalia, with 986,400 refugees;

(7) 387 countries resettled 102,800 refugees,
less than 1 percent of people in need of reset-
tlement, in 2017;

(8) more than Y of the Syrian population
was displaced, either across borders or with-
in the country, in 2016; and

(9) the need for third country resettlement
continues to grow, with over 1,200,000 refu-
gees requiring resettlement in 2017;

Whereas, during 2017, the United States
welcomed a total of 33,400 refugees, well
below the United States Government goal of
45,000 refugee admissions, and a 65 percent
drop compared with the 96,900 refugees wel-
comed in 2016;

Whereas, at this pace, the United States
may only admit approximately 20,000 refu-
gees this year;

Whereas refugees are the most vetted trav-
elers to enter the United States and are sub-
ject to extensive screening checks, including
in-person interviews, biometric data checks,
and multiple interagency checks;

Whereas refugees contribute to local
economies in the United States, pay an aver-
age of $21,000 more in taxes than they receive
in benefits, revitalize cities and towns by off-
setting population decline, and boost eco-
nomic growth throughout the United States
by opening businesses, paying taxes, and
buying homes;

Whereas several industries rely heavily on
refugee workers to support economic sta-
bility, and low rates of refugee arrival has
impacted economic growth, especially in
towns that rely on refugee populations to re-
vitalize their industries;

Whereas the ongoing crisis in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo is projected to
produce nearly 1,000,000 refugees in neigh-
boring countries in 2018;
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Whereas the escalating crisis in Venezuela
has forced 1,500,000 refugees to seek safety in
neighboring countries and beyond since 2014;

Whereas refugee children are 5 times more
likely not to be in school than non-refugee
children;

Whereas refugee women and children are
often at greater risk of violence, human traf-
ficking, exploitation, and gender-based vio-
lence; and

Whereas the United States resettlement
program is a life-saving solution critical to
global humanitarian efforts, which strength-
ens global security, advances United States
foreign policy goals, and alleviates the bur-
den placed on front-line host countries: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) underscores the importance of the
United States Refugee Resettlement Pro-
gram as a critical tool for the United States
global leadership, including leveraging for-
eign policy, strengthening national and re-
gional security, and encouraging inter-
national support of refugees;

(2) reaffirms the bipartisan commitment of
the United States to promote the safety,
health, and well-being of refugees, including
the education of refugee children and dis-
placed persons who flee war, persecution, or
torture in search of freedom and safety;

(3) recognizes individuals who have risked
their lives working individually and for non-
governmental organizations and inter-
national agencies, such as United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, to provide
life-saving assistance and protection for peo-
ple displaced by conflict around the world;
and

(4) calls upon the United States Govern-
ment—

(A) to uphold its international leadership
role responding to the global refugee crisis
with humanitarian assistance and protection
for the most vulnerable;

(B) to continue to provide adequate fund-
ing for refugee resettlement in the United
States and protection for refugees overseas;

(C) to work in partnership with the inter-
national community to find solutions to ex-
isting conflicts and to prevent new conflicts;

(D) to alleviate the burden on frontline ref-
ugee host countries that absorb the majority
of the refugees of the world through humani-
tarian and development support; and

(E) to reaffirm the long-standing tradition
of resettling refugees in the United States
regardless of nationality or religion.

SENATE RESOLUTION 553—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 20, 2018, AS “AMER-
ICAN EAGLE DAY” AND CELE-
BRATING THE RECOVERY AND
RESTORATION OF THE BALD
EAGLE, THE NATIONAL SYMBOL
OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
BOOKER, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
CORKER, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. MANCHIN, and Mr. UDALL) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 5563

Whereas the bald eagle was chosen as the
central image of the Great Seal of the United
States on June 20, 1782, by the Founding Fa-
thers at the Congress of the Confederation;

Whereas the bald eagle is widely known as
the living national symbol of the United
States and for many generations has rep-
resented values, such as—

(1) freedom;

(2) democracy;

(3) courage;
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(4) strength;

(5) spirit;

(6) independence;

(7) justice; and

(8) excellence;

Whereas the bald eagle is unique to North
America and cannot be found naturally in
any other part of the world, which was one of
the primary reasons the Founding Fathers
selected the bald eagle to symbolize the Gov-
ernment of the United States;

Whereas the bald eagle is the central
image used in the official logos of many
branches and departments of the Federal
Government, including—

(1) the Executive Office of the President;

(2) Congress;

(3) the Supreme Court of the United
States;

(4) the Department of Defense;

(5) the Department of the Treasury;

(6) the Department of Justice;

(7) the Department of State;

(8) the Department of Commerce;

(9) the Department of Homeland Security;

(10) the Department of Veterans Affairs;

(11) the Department of Labor;

(12) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(13) the Department of Energy;

(14) the Department of Housing and Urban
Development;

(15) the Central Intelligence Agency; and

(16) the United States Postal Service;

Whereas the bald eagle is an inspiring sym-
bol of the spirit of freedom and the sov-
ereignty of the United States;

Whereas the image and symbolism of the
bald eagle has—

(1) played a significant role in art, music,
literature, architecture, commerce, edu-
cation, and culture in the United States; and

(2) appeared on United States stamps, cur-
rency, and coinage;

Whereas the bald eagle was endangered and
facing possible extinction in the lower 48
States but has made a gradual and encour-
aging comeback to the land, waterways, and
skies of the United States;

Whereas the dramatic recovery of the na-
tional bird of the United States is an endan-
gered species success story and an inspira-
tional example to other environmental, nat-
ural resource, and wildlife conservation ef-
forts worldwide;

Whereas, in 1940, noting that the bald eagle
was threatened with extinction, Congress
passed the Act of June 8, 1940 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Bald Eagle Protection Act’)
(16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), which prohibited kill-
ing, selling, or possessing the species, and a
1962 amendment expanded protection to the
golden eagle;

Whereas, by 1963, there were only an esti-
mated 417 nesting pairs of bald eagles re-
maining in the lower 48 States, with loss of
habitat, poaching, and the use of pesticides
and other environmental contaminants con-
tributing to the near demise of the national
bird of the United States;

Whereas, in 1967, the bald eagle was offi-
cially declared an endangered species under
Public Law 89-669 (80 Stat. 926) (commonly
known as the ‘‘Endangered Species Preserva-
tion Act of 1966”) in areas in the United
States south of the 40th parallel due to the
dramatic decline in the population of the
bald eagle in the lower 48 States;

Whereas the Endangered Species Act of
1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) was enacted in
1973, and in 1978, the bald eagle was listed as
an endangered species throughout the lower
48 States, except in the States of Michigan,
Minnesota, Oregon, Washington, and Wis-
consin, in which the bald eagle was listed as
a threatened species;

Whereas, in July 1995, the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service announced that in
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