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fiscal year 2018 should be 45,000—half of 
the historic average. Even more con-
cerning, it is now clear that this ad-
ministration is further rigging the ad-
missions program to ensure that only a 
fraction of that number of people will 
be allowed in. In the first quarter of 
2018, just 6,704 refugees were resettled, 
compared to 25,671 in 2017 and 13,791 in 
2016. 

The U.S. Refugee Resettlement Pro-
gram—and the faith groups, organiza-
tions, families and individuals that as-
sist it—supports the most vulnerable. 
These are the victims of torture, people 
with urgent medical needs, and des-
perate women and children. They are 
not safe in their home country. They 
have gone through extensive multi-
agency vetting before even reaching 
the United States. We are witnessing 
the intentional dismantling of a pro-
gram that has helped the world’s most 
defenseless, built our leadership abroad 
and here at home helped create thriv-
ing, diverse communities across the 
country, including in places like Cam-
den and Elizabeth in my home State of 
New Jersey. 

Despite its effort to prove the oppo-
site by commissioning a study by the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, the administration’s own re-
port found that refugees have had a net 
positive economic impact in the United 
States over the past decade. The study 
concluded that between 2005 and 2014, 
refugees ‘‘contributed an estimated 
$269.1 billion in revenues to all levels of 
government’’ and estimated the net 
positive fiscal impact of refugees over 
the 10-year period to be $63 billion. 

Alarming and horrifically, we have 
witnessed the administration’s callous 
and misguided approach to migrants 
and refugees most recently on our 
southern border. American citizens and 
people around the world have watched 
in horror as U.S. officials are forcibly 
pulling babies and children out of their 
parents’ arms, tearing families apart, 
and using preposterous defenses for 
their actions. This is not the United 
States I know. This is not the United 
States that has stood as a champion 
for the rule of law and human rights. 

The President has blamed those flee-
ing persecution. He has blamed Demo-
crats. He has taken no responsibility. 
His tweets have only gotten more 
hysterical. His repeated demands for a 
ridiculous wall are not a solution and 
only further fuel negative perceptions 
of the United States. 

The party of ‘‘family values’’ has be-
come the part of ‘‘family separation.’’ 
This ‘‘policy’’ is not required by U.S. 
law. This is a choice that this adminis-
tration has made. It was a policy 
choice to charge asylum seekers in 
criminal court with illegal entry. In es-
sence, it seems that President Trump 
and Attorney General Sessions want to 
turn every asylum seeker into a crimi-
nal and every child into a foster child. 

It is easy to be distracted by the 
President’s tweets and outlandish 
statements. The palace intrigue com-
ing from the White House provide end-
less fodder for the talking heads on TV, 
but we cannot lose focus on the real 
harms being done to our fellow human 
beings and to our global standing. 

On this World Refugee Day, let us 
come together and remember that part 
what makes America great is our open 
doors that have welcomed people from 
all over the world. We have been a 
shining city on a hill; a beacon of light 
and hope. Since 2001, the United States 
has settled nearly a million refugees. 
They are our friends, our neighbors, 
our coworkers. They sit next to your 
kid in school, and someday, they may 
grow up to be a Secretary of State like 
Madeleine Albright. 

What kind of a country do we want to 
be? A country where we rip children 
from their parents? A country that 
keeps out refugees because of their re-
ligion? I have seen a quote posted on 
Twitter, pasted on signs at rallies, even 
on a church bulletin board—I don’t 
know who said it first—but it bears re-
peating here: ‘‘Rather than a wall, 
America needs to build a giant mirror 
to reflect on what we’ve become.’’ 

f 

FOOD LABELING 
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that Jacob’s letter 
and my response letter be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEAR SENATOR RUBIO: Approximately a 
year and half ago I was diagnosed with Ce-
liac, which means that I can only eat gluten 
free foods. 

There are not a lot of things that are la-
beled gluten free and there should be more. A 
lot of things right now I have to look up to 
see if they’re gluten free. I have read some 
articles that explain how every company 
should label their products. It’s also hard to 
know for sure if something is safe to eat 
when I go food shopping, out with my 
friends, and to restaurants. It would be great 
if the government could find a way to put 
food labeling on packages consistently. 

Thank you for putting your time into this. 
Sincerely, 

JACOB TANNENBAUM. 

UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Washington, DC, June 20, 2018. 

Jacob Tannenbaum, 
202 Royal Palm Way, 
Boca Raton, FL. 

DEAR JACOB: Thank you for your letter re-
garding food labeling. Hearing from fellow 
Floridians on issues that affect millions of 
Americans, including children, is important 
for me to do my job in the U.S. Senate. 

Food allergies are sometimes mild and eas-
ily preventable by avoiding consumption of 
certain foods, while other cases may be life- 
threatening. With respect to celiac disease, 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) estimates that there are approxi-
mately 3 million people in the United States, 
like you, who must refrain from ingesting 
gluten. 

Among its many roles, the FDA is respon-
sible for ensuring the safety of our nation’s 
food supply by enforcing labeling laws and 
regulations. The Food Allergen Labeling and 
Consumer Protection Act of 2004 (Public Law 
108–282) was enacted to require a list of in-
gredients that may cause allergic reactions 
to be included on food labels. Further, the 
law tasked the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to define the term ‘‘gluten- 
free’’ on food labels. The FDA issued its final 
‘‘gluten-free’’ rule in 2013. Currently, all 
FDA regulated food products and dietary 
supplements (including imports from other 
countries) which bear a ‘‘gluten-free’’ label 
must comply with the agency’s 2013 vol-
untary labeling law. Under the rule, ‘‘gluten- 

free’’ means a food is either naturally glu-
ten-free, is not constituted from gluten-con-
taining grains, is constituted from gluten- 
containing grains that have been processed 
to remove gluten, or has an ‘‘unavoidable 
presence’’ of gluten of not more than 20 parts 
per million. 

With the prevalence of food allergies im-
pacting millions across our nation, the fed-
eral government plays an important role in 
enforcing voluntary labeling requirements, 
based on sound science, to ensure consumer 
safety and confidence. National, uniform, 
voluntary labeling standards establish con-
sistency for businesses engaged in interstate 
commerce, while providing necessary protec-
tions for consumers to make safe choices 
when selecting what food products to pur-
chase and eat. Mandatory labeling, however, 
could pose significant burdens on industry 
and produce confusion for consumers with a 
multitude of labels for every food allergy 
recognized by the federal government on 
each product. 

I understand your concerns that it may be 
difficult at times to determine what is safe 
to eat. The good news is that we live in a 
country blessed with a plethora of food op-
tions, and a market that responds quickly to 
consumer needs and demands. This evolving 
market, in concert with federal standards for 
voluntary labeling, means that it will only 
get easier for all Americans to find the in-
gredient and nutrition you need to make safe 
and smart choices in the future. 

It is an honor and a privilege to serve you 
as your United States Senator, and I com-
mend you for bringing awareness to this im-
portant issue. 

Sincerely, 
MARCO RUBIO, 

U.S. Senator. 
f 

TAX REFORM 
Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as you 

may know, I voted in favor of the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act that became law last 
year. Every day we are learning more 
about the positive impact this law is 
having on the economy and about aver-
age Americans having more money in 
their paychecks. While it is important 
to appreciate the effects that the tax 
law had on individuals, we should not 
forget that small businesses have bene-
fited from the law as well. As chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship, I sup-
ported the legislation because I be-
lieved it would allow small business 
owners to invest in their businesses, in-
crease overall economic growth, and 
reduce taxes for the millions of small 
businesses who employ the majority of 
Americans in every part of the coun-
try. I also saw the potential that the 
legislation would have, not just to give 
an economic boost to small businesses 
in my home State of Idaho, but to 
spark renewed confidence from small 
businesses across the country. A couple 
of weeks ago, I began this series of 
speeches to bring attention to small 
businesses that have benefited from 
this law. 

While there are many stories about 
small businesses benefitting from tax 
reform, I rise today to talk about 
Dempsey Wood Products in Orange-
burg, SC. Dempsey Wood Products of-
fers a wide variety of high-quality pine 
and hardwood products to its cus-
tomers. The company serves many dif-
ferent industries with kiln-dried lum-
ber for the housing industry, pallet 
stock for pallet manufacturers, de-
barked chips for the paper industry, 
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mulch for landscapers, and sawdust for 
alternative fuel use. The company em-
ploys about 80 to 100 workers and has 
an extensive sawmill and dry kiln oper-
ation. Ronny Dempsey started the 
company in 1988 and has spent all of his 
life around the lumber industry. His fa-
ther, Charles Parker Dempsey, worked 
in various sawmills over the course of 
his career and eventually was the co-
owner of a sawmill that he later sold. 
Today Parker Dempsey, a third-genera-
tion sawmill operator, has taken over 
as president, though his father, Ronny, 
is still by his side as vice president of 
the company. 

This family-owned small business has 
already benefitted greatly from the tax 
law that was passed last year. They 
have announced plans to upgrade their 
sawmill, purchase a new dry kiln, and 
invest in a new planer mill over the 
next 5 years. They expect the capital 
expenditure to total $7 million and es-
timate that they could add a second 
shift in the near future, thereby cre-
ating new jobs in the Orangeburg com-
munity. These investments were viable 
for the company due to the accelerated 
depreciation provisions contained in 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. This sec-
tion of the law allows companies to de-
duct the value of any new equipment 
purchased in a single year, instead of 
over several years. Tax reform has had 
a material impact on small businesses 
like Dempsey Wood Products and their 
employees. Overall, the new law has in-
creased small businesses’ confidence, 
employee bonuses and wages, while 
lowering taxes and spurring new cap-
ital investment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALAN L. GUNN 
Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, today, 

Senator CRAPO and I recognize and con-
gratulate Mr. Alan L. Gunn on his up-
coming retirement from the U.S. De-
partment of Energy after more than 40 
years of distinguished service in var-
ious roles at the U.S. Navy and U.S. 
Department of Energy. 

In 1980, Mr. Gunn received a bachelor 
of science degree from Mississippi 
State University and went on to com-
plete graduate work in business admin-
istration at Louisiana State Univer-
sity, Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 
State University of New York at Al-
bany, and Idaho State University. 

In February 1982, Mr. Gunn com-
pleted the Navy officer candidate 
school as a distinguished military 
graduate and was commissioned as a 
Navy officer. He was selected for duty 
in the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Pro-
gram and served as both a member of 
the staff of the Director, Naval Nuclear 
Propulsion program in Washington, 
DC, and as a field representative for 
the director in Schenectady, NY, and 
Idaho Falls, ID. 

In 1996, Mr. Gunn completed the Col-
lege of Naval Warfare program in resi-
dence at the U.S. Naval War College, 
Newport, RI, and received a master of 
arts degree in national security and 
strategic studies. 

Since the completion of his Active- 
Duty service, Mr. Gunn has served as a 
civilian with the U.S. Department of 
Energy and the National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration in numerous lead-
ership and management positions with 
the Office of Naval Reactors in Wash-
ington, DC, the Idaho branch office of 
Naval Reactors, the Naval Reactors 
Laboratory field office, and the Idaho 
operations office. 

In 2007, after completing over 28 
years of Active and Reserve military 
service, Mr. Gunn retired as a captain 
in the U.S. Navy. 

Most recently, Mr. Gunn served as 
the principal deputy manager for Nu-
clear Energy and served as the assist-
ant manager for programs and facili-
ties at the Department of Energy’s 
Idaho Operations Office, DOE-ID. In his 
current capacity, he provides excep-
tional leadership for DOE-ID’s nuclear 
programs and Idaho facilities manage-
ment divisions, national security pro-
grams, the Radiological and Environ-
mental Science Laboratory, and the Of-
fice of Project Management project. 

Mr. Gunn’s organization is respon-
sible for oversight of the Idaho Na-
tional Laboratory, INL, and other con-
tractor performance on nuclear energy, 
education, national security, and other 
research and development projects and 
programs, including strategic partner-
ship projects and the INL laboratory 
directed research and development pro-
grams; as well as facility and infra-
structure operations, maintenance, 
planning, and other activities associ-
ated with facility and infrastructure 
operations at the INL. Mr. Gunn also 
provides direct support to the specific 
manufacturing capability, SMC, 
project that includes the oversight of 
the maintenance and operations of the 
SMC facilities, as well as the pro-
grammatic oversight of the armor pro-
duction. 

Through his years of dedicated serv-
ice, Mr. Gunn exemplifies the best 
qualities of Idaho. Senator CRAPO and I 
want to thank Alan for his service and 
wish him well in all of his future en-
deavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DENNIS E. FRYE 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize a dedicated public servant 
and proud student of West Virginian 
and American history, Dennis E. Frye, 
on the occasion of his retirement from 
the National Park Service. Innumer-
able visitors to Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park benefited from his 
wealth of knowledge and notorious per-
formances that brought history to life. 

As Dennis tells it, at a young age, he 
wanted to be either a historian or an 
astronaut. Once he found out that be-
coming an astronaut entails being very 
good at math, he decided history was 
the way to go. He studied at what was 
then Shepherd College in 
Shepherdstown, WV, while volun-
teering at Harpers Ferry National His-
torical Park, becoming a park ranger 

in 1977. Eschewing the traditional 
route of advancement in the National 
Park Service through moving from 
park to park, Dennis stayed put and 
advanced within the park, and set 
about the task of changing perceptions 
of Harpers Ferry in the Civil War his-
tory community. 

As staff historian and later chief his-
torian at the park and through his 
work in various historical societies 
concerned with the Civil War, Dennis 
emphasized the importance of Harpers 
Ferry to the history of the Civil War. 
Thanks, in large part, to his efforts, 
the Battle of Harpers Ferry and the im-
portance of the town in the history of 
America are better recognized by the 
historical community, of which he is a 
vocal member. Indeed, Dennis’s dedica-
tion to his passion as an advocate and 
student of history is apparent from the 
10-year sabbatical he took to focus on 
writing historical works and to serve 
as president of the Civil War Trust, an 
organization dedicated to the preserva-
tion of Civil War battlefields. He is also 
a recipient of the Shelby Foote Award 
from the Civil War Trust, the National 
Park Service’s Freeman Tilden Award 
for excellence in interpretation and 
education, and the Nevins-Freeman 
Award for outstanding contributions to 
the study of the Civil War. 

Dennis later returned as chief histo-
rian of Harpers Ferry National Histor-
ical Park, where his work of inspiring 
and educating visitors, including my 
staff and myself, through meticulous 
detail and dramatic performances con-
tinued to the present day. If the job of 
a historian is to both impart knowl-
edge and ensure the lessons of history 
remain with us, then Dennis Frye is a 
master in his field. 

No one who knows him doubts that 
Dennis E. Frye will continue to be a 
forceful advocate for his passions in re-
tirement, which includes being an ar-
dent fan of the Boston Red Sox. I be-
lieve I speak for many when I say that 
I sincerely appreciate his public service 
and the contributions he has made to a 
better understanding of the history of 
West Virginia and America. I am proud 
to call him a friend, and I wish him 
well in his future pursuits. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO ROCKY BARKER 
∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor Rocky Barker for his ex-
tensive career as an Idaho journalist. 

Rocky is retiring from the Idaho 
Statesman where he worked as an envi-
ronmental reporter-blogger-columnist 
for the past 22 years. Prior to his posi-
tion at the Statesman, Rocky was a 
columnist and correspondent-at-large 
for the Post Register in Idaho Falls. He 
has also written and contributed to nu-
merous books, created an Idaho news 
website, and received many awards and 
recognitions for his reporting. 

Over his more than 30-year career, 
Rocky has reported comprehensively 
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