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SA 2993. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed to amendment SA
2910 proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R.
5895, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 2994. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr. SHELBY
to the bill H.R. 5895, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2995. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr. SHELBY
to the bill H.R. 5895, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2996. Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
PORTMAN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 2910 pro-
posed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2997. Mr. BROWN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2910 proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill
H.R. 5895, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2998. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and
Mr. UDALL) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 2910
proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2999. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2910 proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill
H.R. 5895, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3000. Mr. RUBIO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2910 proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill
H.R. 5895, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3001. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5895, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3002. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 5895, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3003. Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and
Mr. MANCHIN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 2910
proposed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3004. Mr. TOOMEY (for himself and Mr.
YOUNG) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 2910 pro-
posed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2916. Mr. CASSIDY (for himself
and Mr. DAINES) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr.
SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895, making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division C, add the
following:

SEC.2 . PUBLICATION OF QUALITY RATING OF
NURSING HOMES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and not less fre-
quently than annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall publish in
the Federal Register and on a publicly avail-
able Internet website of the Department of
Veterans Affairs the rating with respect to
quality of care assigned by the Department
to each nursing home of the Department.

SA 2917. Mr. CASSIDY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
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amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr.
SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895, making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division C, add the
following:

SEC. 2 . PILOT PROGRAM ON SECURE, PA-

TIENT-CENTERED, PORTABLE MED-
ICAL RECORDS STORAGE SYSTEM OF
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

(a) PILoT PROGRAM.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
commence a pilot program under which vet-
erans who are enrolled in the patient enroll-
ment system of the Department of Veterans
Affairs under section 1705 of title 38, United
States Code, use a portable medical records
storage system described in subsection (e) to
store and share with health care providers of
the Department and community health care
providers records of their individual medical
history.

(b) SELECTION OF LOCATIONS.—The Sec-
retary shall select not less than one Vet-
erans Integrated Services Network of the De-
partment in which to carry out the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (a).

(c) CONTRACTS.—

(1) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary shall seek
to enter into a contract using competitive
procedures with an appropriate entity for
the provision of the medical records storage
system described in subsection (e).

(2) NOTICE OF COMPETITION.—Not later than
60 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall issue a request
for proposals for the contract described in
paragraph (1). Such request shall be full and
open to any contractor that has an existing
commercially available medical records stor-
age capability described in subsection (e).

(3) SELECTION.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall award a contract to an
offeror pursuant to the request for proposals
under paragraph (2) if at least one acceptable
offer is submitted.

(d) DURATION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program under this section for
a period of not less than one year.

(2) AFTER INITIAL PERIOD.—After carrying
out the pilot program for one year, the Sec-
retary may terminate the program, continue
the program, expand the program to include
additional locations, or implement the use of
portable medical records storage systems on
a national basis.

(e) REQUIREMENTS OF PORTABLE MEDICAL
RECORDS STORAGE SYSTEM.—A medical
records storage system described in this sub-
section is a physical device that meets the
following requirements:

(1) Capability to store not less than four
gigabytes of electronic health records on a
physical device, which is not larger than the
dimensions of a credit card, issued to each
veteran enrolled in the pilot program.

(2) Capability to be used by substantially
all electronic health records systems cer-
tified by the Office of the National Coordi-
nator for Health IT on or before January 1,
2017.

(3) Capability to limit access to electronic
health records stored on each device to the
patient and health care providers.

(4) Capability for health care providers to
securely access, annotate, and add electronic
health records to the physical device, includ-
ing in instances in which the health care
provider is not in possession of the physical
storage device.
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(5) Requirement that all electronic health
records transferred from a health care pro-
vider over the internet to the physical stor-
age device be encrypted.

(6) Requirement that the portable medical
records system can operate without per-
sistent storage of any electronic health
records on the internet or within a cloud
computing repository.

(7) Capability to provide a replacement de-
vice containing up-to-date electronic health
records if the original physical storage de-
vice has been removed from the owner’s pos-
session or otherwise rendered inoperable.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DIMENSIONS OF A CREDIT CARD.—The
term ‘‘dimensions of a credit card’” means
three and three-eighths inches in width, two
and one-eighth inches in length, and five-one
hundred twenty-eighths of one inch in depth.

(2) ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS.—The term
‘‘electronic health records’ means electronic
documentation of physicians’ notes, elec-
tronic viewing of lab test results, diagnostic
images and video, clinical decision support,
and interoperability with other systems.

(g) PROHIBITION ON NEW APPROPRIATIONS.—
No additional funds are authorized to be ap-
propriated to carry out the requirements of
this section. Such requirements shall be car-
ried out using amounts otherwise authorized
to be appropriated for the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

SA 2918. Mr. BENNET submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr.
SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895, making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division C, add the
following:

SEC. 2 . CARE FOR SPOUSES OF VETERANS AT
CERTAIN STATE HOMES FOR WHICH
PAYMENT IS MADE BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—If a State home for which
payment is made by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs under subchapter V of chapter
17 of title 38, United States Code, is below 90
percent occupancy, the State home may pro-
vide care to spouses of veterans such that
the percentage of individuals receiving care
at the State home who are veterans is not
less than 60 percent.

(b) APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTION OR AC-
QUISITION.—Section 8135(a)(4) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘Reasonable assurance’’ and
inserting ‘‘(A) Reasonable assurance’’;

(2) by inserting ¢, except as provided in
subparagraph (B),” after ‘‘and that’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘‘(B) Reasonable assurance that, for pur-
poses of providing care to spouses of vet-
erans, during a period in which a facility is
operating with a bed occupancy rate of 90
percent or less, not more than 40 percent of
the bed occupancy at any one time will con-
sist of patients who are not receiving such
level of care as veterans.”.

(c) STATE HOME DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘‘State home” has the meaning
given that term in section 101 of title 38,
United States Code.

SA 2919. Mr. WHITEHOUSE sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 5895,
making appropriations for energy and
water development and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes;
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which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. . EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR IN-
TERMENT IN NATIONAL CEME-
TERIES OF HMONG VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2402(a)(10) of title
38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking the
period and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(B) who—

‘(i) the Secretary determines served hon-
orably with a special guerrilla unit or irreg-
ular forces operating from a base in Laos in
support of the Armed Forces of the United
States at any time during the period begin-
ning February 28, 1961, and ending May 7,
1975; and

¢“(ii) at the time of the individual’s death—

‘“(I) was a citizen of the United States or
an alien lawfully admitted for permanent
residence in the United States; and

““(IT) resided in the United States.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to an individual dying on or after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 2920. Mr. CARPER (for himself
and Mr. ALEXANDER) proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 2910 pro-
posed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R.
5895, making appropriations for energy
and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes;
as follows:

On page 14, between lines 18 and 19, insert
the following:

SEC. 106. Not later than 120 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Army shall submit to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works of the
Senate, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
a report that—

(1) includes a list of all cost-shared Corps
projects that, as of the date of enactment of
this Act—

(A) are physically and fiscally complete;
and

(B) for which excess non-Federal funds
have not been returned to the non-Federal
project sponsor; and

(2) with respect to each project listed
under paragraph (1), describes the status of—

(A) returning the excess funds to the non-
Federal project sponsor; and

(B) providing the non-Federal project spon-
sor a final accounting of the project.

SA 2921. Mr. HEINRICH (for himself
and Mr. UDALL) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr.
SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895, making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title III of division A, add the
following:

SEC. 311. (a) Congress finds the following:

(1) The National Nuclear Security Admin-
istration recommended a plutonium pit pro-
duction strategy to the congressional de-
fense committees in a letter dated May 10,
2018.
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(2) The Chairperson of the Nuclear Weap-
ons Council established under section 179 of
title 10, United States Code, certified the let-
ter described in paragraph (1) to the congres-
sional defense committees in a letter dated
May 4, 2018, pursuant to section 3141 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2018 (Public Law 115-91).

(b) Not later than April 1, 2019, and annu-
ally thereafter through 2025, the Chairperson
of the Nuclear Weapons Council shall submit
to the Secretary of Defense, the Adminis-
trator for Nuclear Security, and the congres-
sional defense committees a written certifi-
cation that the plutonium pit production
strategy described in subsection (a)(1) is on
track to meet—

(1) the requirement to begin production of
30 war reserve pits per year at Los Alamos
National Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mex-
ico, by 2026; and

(2) the timelines for demonstrating a capa-
bility to produce an additional 50 war reserve
plutonium pits per year, as required by sec-
tion 4219 of the Atomic Energy Defense Act
(60 U.S.C. 2538a).

(c) In this section, the term ‘‘congressional
defense committees’ has the meaning given
that term in section 101(a)(16) of title 10,
United States Code.

SA 2922. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr.
SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895, making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division C, in-
sert the following:

SEC. . DEBARMENT OF CONTRACTORS THAT
FRAUDULENTLY MISREPRESENT
STATUS FOR PURPOSES OF OBTAIN-
ING CERTAIN SET ASIDE CON-
TRACTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘““‘Stolen Valor in Contracting
Act”.

(b) CIVILIAN CONTRACTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 47 of title 41,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new section:

“§4713. Debarment of contractors that fraud-
ulently misrepresent status for purposes of
obtaining certain set aside contracts

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Any business concern
that is determined by the head of an execu-
tive agency to have willfully and inten-
tionally misrepresented the status of that
concern as a small business concern owned
and controlled by veterans or as a small
business concern owned and controlled by
service-disabled veterans for the purpose of
qualifying for a contract awarded in accord-
ance with section 8127 of title 38 or as a
small business concern owned and controlled
by service-disabled veterans for the purpose
of qualifying for a contract awarded in ac-
cordance with the Government-wide goals
for procurement pursuant to section 15(g)(1)
of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 644(g2)(1)
shall be debarred from contracting with the
Federal Government for a period of not less
than five years.

“(b) PROCESS.—In the case of a debarment
under subsection (a), the head of the execu-
tive agency shall commence debarment ac-
tion against the business concern by not
later than 30 days after determining that the
concern willfully and intentionally misrepre-
sented the status of the concern as described
in subsection (a) and shall complete debar-
ment actions against such concern by not
later than 90 days after such determination.
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‘‘(c) CONSULTATION.—In making a deter-
mination under this section, the head of an
executive agency shall, as appropriate, con-
sult with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
and the Administrator of the Small Business
Administration.

‘(d) APPLICABILITY.—The debarment of a
business concern under subsection (a) in-
cludes the debarment of all principals in the
business concern for a period of not less than
five years.

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘small business concern’ has
the meaning given the term in section 3 of
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632).

‘“(2) The term ‘small business concern
owned and controlled by veterans’ has the
meaning given the term in section 8127(1) of
title 38.

“(3) The term ‘small business concern
owned and controlled by service-disabled
veterans’ has the meaning given the term in
section 3(q)(2) of the Small Business Act (156
U.S.C. 632(q)(2)).”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 4712 the following new item:
¢‘4713. Debarment of contractors that fraudu-

lently misrepresent status for
purposes of obtaining certain
set aside contracts.”.

(¢) DEFENSE CONTRACTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 137 of title 10,
United States Code, as amended by section
801, is further amended by inserting after
section 2339a the following new section:
“§2339b. Debarment of contractors that

fraudulently misrepresent status for pur-

poses of obtaining certain set aside con-
tracts

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—AnNy business concern
that is determined by the head of an agency
to have willfully and intentionally misrepre-
sented the status of that concern as a small
business concern owned and controlled by
service-disabled veterans for the purpose of
qualifying for a contract awarded in accord-
ance with the Government-wide goals for
procurement pursuant to section 15(g)(1) of
the Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 644(g)(1)
shall be debarred from contracting with the
Federal Government for a period of not less
than five years.

‘“(b) PROCESS.—In the case of a debarment
under subsection (a), the head of the agency
shall commence debarment action against
the business concern by not later than 30
days after determining that the concern will-
fully and intentionally misrepresented the
status of the concern as described in sub-
section (a) and shall complete debarment ac-
tions against such concern by not later than
90 days after such determination.

‘‘(c) CONSULTATION.—In making a deter-
mination under this section, the head of an
agency shall, as appropriate, consult with
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration.

‘(d) APPLICABILITY.—The debarment of a
business concern under subsection (a) in-
cludes the debarment of all principals in the
business concern for a period of not less than
five years.

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘small business concern’ has
the meaning given the term in section 3 of
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632).

‘(2) The term ‘small business concern
owned and controlled by service-disabled
veterans’ has the meaning given the term in
section 3(q)(2) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 632(q)(2)).”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter, as
amended by section 801, is further amended
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by inserting after the item relating to sec-

tion 2339a the following new item:

¢‘2339b. Debarment of contractors that fraud-
ulently misrepresent status for
purposes of obtaining certain
set aside contracts.”.

SA 2923. Ms. BALDWIN (for herself
and Mr. JONES) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr.
SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895, making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in division C, add
the following:

SEC. . EXEMPTION FROM CALCULATION OF
MONTHLY INCOME, FOR PURPOSES
OF BANKRUPTCY LAWS, CERTAIN
PAYMENTS FROM DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.

Section 101(10A) of title 11, United States
Code, is amended by striking subparagraph
(B) and inserting the following:

“(B)(1) includes any amount paid by any
entity other than the debtor (or in a joint
case the debtor and the debtor’s spouse), on
a regular basis for the household expenses of
the debtor or the debtor’s dependents (and in
a joint case the debtor’s spouse if not other-
wise a dependent); and

‘“(ii) excludes—

““(I) benefits received under the Social Se-
curity Act;

“(IT) payments to victims of war crimes or
crimes against humanity on account of their
status as victims of such crimes;

‘(ITI) payments to victims of international
terrorism (as defined in section 2331 of title
18) or domestic terrorism (as defined in sec-
tion 2331 of title 18) on account of their sta-
tus as victims of such terrorism;

“(IV) compensation under chapter 11 of
title 38;

(V) compensation under chapter 13 of title
38;

‘(VI) pension under chapter 15 of title 38;

‘(VII) retired pay payable to members of
the Armed Forces retired under section 1201
or 1204 of title 10;

‘(VIII) retired pay payable to members of
the Armed Forces placed on the temporary
disability retired list under section 1202 or
1205 of title 10;

“(IX) disability severance pay payable
under section 1212 of title 10 to members sep-
arated from the Armed Forces under section
1203 or 1206 of that title;

‘“(X) retired pay payable in accordance
with section 1201 or 1202 of title 10, or dis-
ability severance pay payable in accordance
with section 1203 of that title, to members of
the Armed Forces eligible for such pay by
reason of section 1207a of that title;

‘“(XI) combat-related special compensation
payable under section 1413a of title 10;

¢(XII) any monthly annuity payable under
the Survivor Benefit Plan under subchapter
II of chapter 73 of title 10 if the participant
in the Plan with respect to whom the annu-
ity is payable was retired for physical dis-
ability under chapter 61 of that title;

‘(XIII) the special survivor indemnity al-
lowance payable under section 1450(m) of
title 10; and

“(XIV) any monthly special compensation
payable to members of the uniformed serv-
ices with catastrophic injuries or illnesses
under section 439 of title 37.”.

SA 2924. Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself,
Mr. BLUNT, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. COT-
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TON, Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. LANKFORD)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed to amendment SA 2910 pro-
posed by Mr. SHELBY to the bill H.R.
5895, making appropriations for energy
and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of title II of division C, add the
following:

SEC. 2 . PLAN TO AVOID CLINICAL MISTAKES
BY EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS THAT
RESULT IN ADVERSE EVENTS THAT
REQUIRE CERTAIN DISCLOSURES.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a plan to reduce the chances that clin-
ical mistakes by employees of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs will result in ad-
verse events that require institutional or
clinical disclosures and to prevent any un-
necessary hardship for patients and families
impacted by such adverse events.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) A description of a process for the timely
identification of individuals impacted by dis-
closures described in subsection (a) and the
process for contacting those individuals or
their next of kin.

(2) A description of procedures for expe-
diting any remedial or follow-up care re-
quired for those individuals.

(3) A detailed outline of proposed changes
to the process of the Department for clinical
quality checks and oversight.

(4) A communication plan to ensure all fa-
cilities of the Department are made aware of
any requirements updated pursuant to the
plan.

(5) A timeline detailing the implementa-
tion of the plan.

(6) An identification of the senior execu-
tive of the Department responsible for ensur-
ing compliance with the plan.

(7) An identification of potential impacts
of the plan on timely diagnoses for patients.

(8) An identification of the processes and
procedures for employees of the Department
to make leadership at the facility and the
Department aware of adverse events that are
concerning and that result in disclosures and
to ensure that the medical impact on vet-
erans of such disclosures is minimized.

(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(1) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Subcommittee on Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies of
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate; and

(2) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Subcommittee on Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies of
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SA 2925. Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself
and Mr. SCHATZ) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr.
SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895, making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 168, line 17, strike ‘‘$15,000”" and in-
sert <‘$42,000°".
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SA 2926. Mr. YOUNG (for himself and
Mr. DONNELLY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr.
SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895, making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of section 232 of title II of divi-
sion C, add the following:

(c)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall conduct a study on the effectiveness of
the hotline specified in subsection (a) during
the five-year period beginning on January 1,
2016, based on an analysis of national suicide
data and data collected from such hotline.

(2) At a minimum, the study required by
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) determine the number of veterans who
contact the hotline specified in subsection
(a) and who receive follow up services from
the hotline or mental health services from
the Department of Veterans Affairs there-
after;

(B) determine the number of veterans who
contact the hotline who are not referred to,
or do not continue receiving, mental health
care who commit suicide; and

(C) determine the number of veterans de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) who commit or
attempt suicide.

SA 2927. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2910 proposed by Mr.
SHELBY to the bill H.R. 5895, making
appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019,
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division C, add the
following:

SEC. 2 . AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS TO FURNISH MEDI-
CALLY-NECESSARY TRANSPOR-
TATION FOR NEWBORN CHILDREN
OF CERTAIN WOMEN VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1786 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the matter before paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘and transportation nec-
essary to receive such services” after ‘‘de-
scribed in subsection (b)”’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘, except as provided in
subsection (e),” after ‘‘seven days’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking “‘or’’;

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(3) another location, including a health
care facility, if the veteran delivers the child
before arriving at a facility described in
paragraph (1) or (2).”.

(2) in subsection (b), by inserting before
the period at the end the following‘‘, includ-
ing necessary health care services provided
by a facility other than the facility where
the newborn child was delivered (including a
specialty pediatric hospital) that accepts
transfer of the newborn child and responsi-
bility for treatment of the newborn child”’.

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:

‘‘(c) TRANSPORTATION.—(1) Transportation
furnished under subsection (a) to, from, or
between, care settings to meet the needs of a
newborn child includes costs for either or
both the newborn child and parents.
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‘(2) Transportation furnished under sub-
section (a) includes transportation by ambu-
lance, including air ambulance, or other ap-
propriate medically staffed modes of trans-
portation—

‘““(A) to another health care facility (in-
cluding a specialty pediatric hospital) that
accepts transfer of the newborn child or oth-
erwise provides post-delivery care services
when the treating facility is not capable of
furnishing the care or services required; or

‘“(B) to a health care facility in a medical
emergency of such nature that a prudent
layperson reasonably expects that delay in
seeking immediate medical attention would
be hazardous to life or health.

‘“(3) Amounts paid by the Department for
transportation under this section shall be de-
rived from the Medical Services appropria-
tions account of the Department.

‘(d) REIMBURSEMENT OR PAYMENT FOR

HEALTH CARE SERVICES OR TRANSPOR-
TATION.—(1) Pursuant to regulations the Sec-
retary shall prescribe to establish rates of
reimbursement and any limitations thereto
under this section, the Secretary shall di-
rectly reimburse a covered entity for health
care services or transportation services pro-
vided under this section, unless the cost of
the services or transportation is covered by
an established agreement or contract. Where
such an agreement or contract already ex-
ists, its negotiated payment terms shall
apply.
“(2)(A) Reimbursement or payment by the
Secretary under this section on behalf of an
individual to a covered entity shall, unless
rejected and refunded by the covered entity
within 30 days of receipt, extinguish any li-
ability on the part of the individual for the
health care services or transportation cov-
ered by such payment.

‘‘(B) Neither the absence of a contract or
agreement between the Secretary and a cov-
ered entity nor any provision of a contract,
agreement, or assignment to the contrary
shall operate to modify, limit, or negate the
requirements of subparagraph (A).

‘(3) In this subsection, the term ‘covered
entity’ means any individual, transportation
carrier, organization, or other entity that
furnished or paid for health care services or
transportation under this section.

‘‘(e) EXCEPTION.—Pursuant to such regula-
tions as the Secretary shall prescribe to
carry out this section, the Secretary may
furnish more than seven days of health care
services described in subsection (b), and
transportation necessary to receive such
services, to a newborn child based on medical
necessity if the child is in need of additional
care, including a case in which the newborn
child has been discharged or released from a
hospital and requires readmittance to ensure
the health and welfare of the newborn
child.”.

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN DEBTS ALREADY
INCURRED.—Pursuant to such regulations as
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall pre-
scribe, the Secretary may waive a debt for or
reimburse a veteran billed for the cost of