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the way for millions to follow. In 1896,
when she defeated her own husband to
become the first female State senator
elected in the United States, she made
history for our State and for women
across the country.

Martha’s contributions have been
far-reaching in Utah, but in no way
should the changing of the statues di-
minish the contributions of Philo T.
Farnsworth as one of America’s great-
est innovators. I have always been
proud to show the thousands of con-
stituents who visit the Capitol each
year the Farnsworth statue. This
iconic sculpture has been a wonderful
representation of the traits that our
State was founded on: hard work, inno-
vation, and industry.

Farnsworth was born in 1906 in Bea-
ver, UT, a small rural town settled in
1856 by Mormon pioneers traveling the
road to southern Utah. His early pio-
neer roots encouraged a work ethic and
can-do attitude that propelled his life-
long love of learning and invention.
From a very young age, he imagined
and later implemented scientific de-
signs, including a machine to convert
electric power in his family home and a
tamper-proof lock, but it was in a high
school chemistry class in Rigby, ID,
that he began to sketch an idea for a
vacuum tube that would forever change
the media and entertainment land-
scape. Farnsworth’s sketch was the
blueprint for what would eventually
become the modern-day television.

Farnsworth had a special knack for
taking big ideas from paper to prac-
tice—first, as a student at Brigham
Young University, then later as a busi-
nessman. He didn’t just stop with tele-
vision. In fact, his scientific mind
made great inroads in other areas of
advancement, including  sterilizing
milk using radio waves.

In later years, Farnsworth continued
research in further technologies, in-
cluding radar, the infrared telescope,
and nuclear fusion. In fact, in 1967, he
moved back to Utah to run a fusion lab
at Brigham Young University, which
was later relocated to Salt Lake City
operating as the Philo T. Farnsworth
Association.

Unfortunately, Farnsworth had to
endure legal battles throughout his ca-
reer regarding patent claims. He also
faced great financial hardship. He
passed away from pneumonia on March
11, 1971, in Salt Lake City, UT, just as
having a home television set became
the norm in most American house-
holds. Sadly, Farnsworth did not live
to see the full impact of his revolu-
tionary invention, but his influence
lives on.

Whether you are gathering friends to
watch the latest playoff game, laugh-
ing at a comedy series, or keeping up-
dated on what is happening in the
world, your life has been touched in
one way or another by Philo T.
Farnsworth. Who would have thought
that the rough sketches of a day-
dreaming schoolboy would one day
change the world?
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Utah is proud of its native son, Philo
T. Farnsworth. He was not only the
“Father of Television” but truly one of
the most brilliant minds and creative
innovators of the 20th century. His
statue will be missed here in the Cap-
itol, but through his singular inven-
tion, Farnsworth’s influence in our
daily lives will be ever present.

Farnsworth’s statue has rep-
resented—and will continue to rep-
resent—the honor and appreciation
Utahns have for his monumental life
achievements. His image has honorably
served our State well for almost three
decades, and I am hopeful it will find
the right home. It has been a pleasure
sharing the Capitol with the image of
Philo T. Farnsworth.

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, while
my vote would not have changed the
outcome, I would have voted ‘‘yea’ on
the motion to invoke cloture on the
Toomey amendment. I was questioning
nominees at the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee hearing on nomina-
tions at the time of the vote.

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, the Senate
adopted amendment No. 2276 to H.R.
55615 by voice vote, though I opposed
this amendment and would have voted
against it. This amendment would fur-
ther study the feasibility of estab-
lishing a permanent U.S. troop pres-
ence in Poland. We should be looking
at where we can reduce our footprint
abroad, not where we can expand it. As
our government continues to pile up
debt, we should be asking our NATO al-
lies to step up and prioritize their own
defense. The more that we assume the
security burden, as this amendment
would do, the less incentive these coun-
tries will have to contribute their
share toward our mutual defense.

(At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD,)

—————
VOTE EXPLANATION

e Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I
was necessarily absent for vote No. 124
on the motion to invoke cloture on
amendment No. 2282, as modified, to
H.R. 5515, the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2019. On
vote No. 124, had I been present, I
would have voted yea on the motion to
invoke cloture.

Mr. President, I was also necessarily
absent for vote No. 125 on amendment
No. 2885. On vote No. 125, had I been
present, I would have voted yea on
amendment No. 2885.

Mr. President, I was also necessarily
absent for vote No. 126 on the motion
to invoke cloture on H.R. 5515, as
amended. On vote No. 126, had I been
present, I would have voted yea on the
motion to invoke cloture on H.R. 5515,
as amended.®
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TRIBUTE TO MELISSA BONINE

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
rise to recognize an excellent member
of my staff, Melissa Bonine, who is
moving on to a new challenge. For the
past year, Melissa has coordinated
daily operations in my office, helping
to create order out of the chaos of my
schedules.

Having worked for Congressman Rick
Boucher, Senator Jim Webb, and Sec-
retary Castro at the Department of
Housing and Urban Development, Me-
lissa has many friends on Capitol Hill,
and she was an immediate asset to my
office. With a cool head under pressure
and excellent diplomatic skills, Melissa
has kept the trains running on time
and put out the occasional fire. She has
worked with the rest of my staff to
manage priorities and coordinate each
day efficiently while assisting in long-
term planning.

Our entire team will miss her counsel
and sense of humor. I am sure she will
make a tremendous impact on her next
project, an exciting new advocacy
group where she will continue to fight
for progressive values. I hope her new
job will also give her some more time
with her husband, David, daughter,
Penny, and cats, Rex and Willie Nel-
son, and I look forward to hearing
about the extraordinary work she does
next.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO NICOLE SHERMAN

e Mr. DAINES, Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
Nicole Sherman of Roosevelt County
for her dedication to the Sherman Inn
in Wolf Point.

Nicole began her career at the Sher-
man Inn in eighth grade where she
served as a waitress. At the time, both
of her parents worked at the Inn. A few
years later, her parents bought the Inn,
and she joined the family business full
time following school.

Today, Nicole is the general manager
of the hotel and runs it with her sister-
in-law. They pride themselves on being
a family-owned and operated business,
one that gives back to the community
frequently. The Sherman Inn sponsors
any events they can around the com-
munity.

Nicole is focused on offering a great
experience for her customers. Whether
they are visitors from all over the
country or locals looking for a good
meal, she strives to provide a memo-
rable experience to her customers. She
instills this mentality in the business
through the 45 hard-working employees
that the Sherman Inn employs.

I congratulate Nicole on her success
in the business. The community of
Wolf Point is stronger with the staple
that is the Sherman Inn, and that
would not be possible without Nicole’s
passion for the business.®
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REMEMBERING EDDIE FUNG

e Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, Cali-
fornia and the nation lost a trailblazer
and a war hero. Mr. Eddie Fung served
our country bravely throughout his
tour with the Army National Guard as
part of the 2nd Battalion, 131st Field
Artillery of the 36th Infantry Division,
including 3% years in a Japanese pris-
oners of war camp. Mr. Fung will be
buried with full military honors at Cy-
press Lawn Memorial Park in Colma,
CA, on June 20, 2018.

Born in San Francisco in 1922, Eddie
left home at 16 to become a cowboy in
Texas. He joined the National Guard at
17, and his unit was activated in No-
vember 1941 as part of the 2nd Bat-
talion, 131st Field Artillery of the 36th
Infantry Division that was sent to
Java, now part of Indonesia, to fight
the invading Japanese in the early
months of WWII.

Eddie became the only Chinese-
American soldier captured by Imperial
Japan during World War II. His bat-
talion was known as the Lost Bat-
talion, as it was not until near the end
of the war that there was any news of
what happened to the men.

Of the 558 men and officers who land-
ed on Java on January 11, 1942, 534 be-
came prisoners of war, POWs. Ninety-
nine were sent to Japan to be slave la-
borers at Japanese factories and mines,
and 435, including Eddie, were sent to
work on the Thai-Burma ‘‘Death’ Rail-
way that was made famous by the film
“The Bridge on the River Kwai.” Eddie
endured nearly 4 years of grueling
work, near-starvation, beatings, and
tropical diseases as he worked on the
infamous railroad project that resulted
in the loss of over 12,000 Allied POW
and 70,000 Asian lives. Eighty-nine of
the men from the battalion died in cap-
tivity.

Although Eddie said his capture was
a defining moment in his life, the hor-
rific experience is just one aspect of his
long and rich life. It includes his Chi-
nese-American upbringing and his life
after the war, when he studied chem-
istry at Stanford University on the GI
bill. He also worked as a metallurgist
at the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory
and became a Tai Chi master after re-
tirement.

As he concluded in his autobiog-
raphy, ‘“The Adventures of Eddie Fung:
Chinatown Kid, Texas Cowboy, Pris-
oner of War,” University of Wash-
ington Press: ‘“‘Taking my life as a
whole, I've had many more good days
than I've had bad ones. But even the
bad days serve a purpose. They remind
me of how good I have it now, in the
sense that if you have never known
hunger, you will not appreciate food; if
you have never been enslaved, you will
not appreciate what it means to be
free.”

Eddie Fung is a hero and a role
model, and we will miss his vibrant
spirit. The thoughts of San Francis-
cans and Californians are with his wife,
Judy Yung of Santa Cruz.e
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REMEMBERING KITTIE MOORE
WILSON

® Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, it is
with great sadness that I recognize the
passing of Kittie Moore Wilson, of New
London, NH.

Today, I wish to celebrate the life of
Kittie and her service to New Hamp-
shire.

While Kittie was born in Bangor, ME,
she spent a majority of her life as a
Granite Stater. She attended Epsom
High School and then went to Plym-
outh State University, as well as the
University of Connecticut. After grad-
uating, Kittie taught third grade for 15
yvears at Kearsarge Regional School
District before going on to oversee and
teach the Mindstretch Program
throughout the entire district for the
next 16 years.

Known affectionately as the Loon
Lady, Kittie had a deep love of the en-
vironment and was dedicated to pro-
tecting loons and conserving Pleasant
Lake in New Hampshire. For her work
and her passion, she received the Loon
Preservation Committee’s Spirit of the
Loon Award and the EPA’s Meritorious
Lifetime Achievement Award.

During my time as Governor of New
Hampshire, I had the pleasure of work-
ing with Kittie and the Loon Preserva-
tion Committee on SB 89, legislation
that helped to protect our loon popu-
lation from deadly lead poisoning and
to preserve an important part of our
State’s natural beauty that helps drive
our economy.

Kittie is survived by her husband of
29 years, John, her brother Michael
Moore and his family, her sister Karen
Johnson and her family, her stepson
Jeb Wilson, and her Scottish Terriers
Aberfeldy and Macallan.

I join with Kittie’s friends and fam-
ily, and many people across the Gran-
ite State in remembering and honoring
her legacy.e

———

REMEMBERING CHRISTOPHER T.
BACON

e Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I was
deeply saddened to learn of the loss
last week of Christopher T. Bacon, a
beloved husband, father, resident of my
State of North Dakota, and an agent
with the Customs and Border Protec-
tion, CBP, Office of Intelligence.

Chris was a wonderful person. His ca-
reer and service make it clear that he
was a man who was guided by strong
values and commitment to service.
Through his actions, he embodied our
Nation’s tradition of serving others,
dedicating his energy to protecting
families all across our Nation.

He was born in San Antonio, TX, and
traveled all over our Nation and world.
He started his service in the Army and
joined CBP in 1995 as a border patrol
agent. He advanced through the ranks
during his 22 years with the agency.
His final posting was as an intelligence
collection operations manager, sta-
tioned at the National Air Security Op-
erations Center in Grand Forks, ND.
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Our Nation, my State, and his family
were all fortunate to have him in our
midst. He raised a great family and
will always be remembered by his col-
leagues, friends, and neighbors.
Through his courage, skill, and com-
mitment, he has left his community
and Nation a better and safer place for
all who follow.

My heart goes out to his wife,
Rhonda, and his children, XKristen,
Christopher, Jr., Jake, and Jasmine, in
this time of grief. On behalf of my own
family and the State of North Dakota,
I extend my sincere condolences to
Chris’s family, friends, and colleagues.
I pray that all who knew him can find
comfort in their memories of Chris and
the positive impact he had on so many
lives.®

———

REMEMBERING RED
SCHOENDIENST

® Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I
rise today in remembrance of one of St.
Louis’s, the State of Missouri’s, and
baseball’s great treasures, Hall of
Fame Cardinal Red Schoendienst. Red
played 15 seasons with the St. Louis
Cardinals, made 10 All-Star teams, and
was inducted into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 1989. Red passed last week at
his home in Town and Country, MO,
just outside of St. Louis, at the age of
95. He had been the oldest living mem-
ber of the Hall of Fame.

Born Albert Fred Schoendienst 40
miles east of St. Louis in Germantown,
IL, Red would make a big impact on
the city and the sport of baseball.
Red’s father, a coal miner who played
sandlot ball, got him hooked on the
game.

After leaving school, Red joined the
Civilian Conservation Corps, where he
nearly lost his eye in an accident. He
also faced chronic shoulder pain, but
stuck with the game. In 1942, he hitch-
hiked to St. Louis for Cardinals try-
outs and made the team. After a stand-
out minor league career and a period of
Army service, Red played his first Big
League game in 1945.

Red played second base for nearly his
entire career, leading the National
League in fielding percentage seven
times. He was such a talented fielder
that his teammate and longtime friend,
Cardinal legend Stan Musial, once said,
‘““He had the greatest pair of hands I've
ever seen.”’

Red wasn’t too shabby at the plate
either. He batted over .300 in five sea-
sons as a switch-hitter. Unfortunately,
Red’s only World Series victory came
in 1957 with Hank Aaron and the Mil-
waukee Braves, not the Cardinals, but
we will not hold that against him.

While playing for Milwaukee, Red
faced another health challenge. He was
diagnosed with tuberculosis and had to
have part of a lung removed. Still, Red
was a fighter, and just as he overcame
his eye and shoulder injuries, he came
back to play with the Braves before
finishing his career as a Cardinal in
1963.
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