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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Holy One, who prompts us to conform
to Your will, continue to shine in the
hearts of our lawmakers, providing
them with Your wisdom. Lord, purify
the desires of their hearts, leading
them beside the still waters of con-
templation and thanksgiving. Em-
bolden them to become instruments of
Your saving power that comforts, chal-
lenges, and refreshes. Remove from
them anything that hinders them from
bringing glory to Your Name, as You
keep them faithful in these sometimes
confusing and challenging times.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HELLER). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————
FARM BILL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, I was pleased to join my col-
leagues on the Senate Agriculture
Committee to approve a landmark
farm bill. Under the fair and bipartisan
leadership of Chairman PAT ROBERTS,
our committee has produced a bill that
will bolster struggling agriculture
communities across our country.

Senate

Speaking for my home State of Ken-
tucky, agriculture is part of who we
are. Kentucky farm families produce
everything from poultry to soybeans.
This legislation will assist them, en-
courage economic growth, and increase
investment in rural communities.

This farm bill also includes a bipar-
tisan provision I crafted with Senator
WYDEN to legalize industrial hemp. At
present, with just a few limited excep-
tions, our Federal Government bans
domestic hemp production—never mind
that this is a completely different
plant than its illicit cousin, and never
mind that consumers are already buy-
ing hemp products, everything from
clothing to auto parts; they are just
imported from foreign producers. Fed-
eral law has mostly prohibited our own
farmers from getting in on the action.
It is time to remove the roadblocks and
let American farmers explore this
growing market.

This has long been a priority of mine.
I championed hemp pilot programs in
the 2014 farm bill. They have shown big
success. It is time to take the next
step.

Again, I would like to thank the
chairman and ranking member of the
committee for their leadership on this
subject. I was pleased to join the over-
whelming bipartisan majority who
voted the farm bill out of committee
yesterday morning, and I look forward
to taking it up here on the floor in the
next few weeks.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION BILL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
another subject, for the past week, the
Senate has been considering the John
S. McCain 2019 National Defense Au-
thorization Act. It is a thorough bill. It
is a bipartisan bill.

The Armed Services Committee has
conducted hearing after hearing, gath-
ering testimony from our Nation’s top
military leaders. They have heard

straight from the experts about the
gaps between current capabilities and
current challenges. Taking this testi-
mony into account, throughout the
committee markup, they considered
and included 300 amendments—300—in
the version they reported to the Sen-
ate.

For days now, we have discussed and
debated it here on the floor. Senators
INHOFE and REED modified the sub-
stitute amendment to include more
than 40 additional amendments from
Members on both sides. Even so, I am
confident no Senator sees this as a per-
fect bill. I am sure every one of us has
further issues we would like to tackle.
Some pertain to the substance of De-
fense authorization; others concern
completely different topics.

Personally, I would like to have seen
even more votes on amendments this
week, but one of the realities of this
body is that any Senator on either side
can object to setting up amendment
votes. Any Senator on either side can
object to setting up amendment votes.

The good news is what we already
have in hand: an excellent Defense au-
thorization bill that will fulfill one of
this body’s important responsibilities
and empower the men and women who
volunteer to protect us. We have ful-
filled that responsibility for 57 con-
secutive years. When this bill passes, it
will be 58 consecutive years. You might
call that a routine, but in this body, as
we know, what can seem like the most
routine activities are often among the
most important. This Defense author-
ization bill is right at the top of the
Senate’s to-do list so we can do right
by our men and women serving in uni-
form around the world.

Today is the 243rd birthday of our
U.S. Army. I am glad we will have the
opportunity to vote to keep advancing
this bill in just a few minutes.

As I have discussed all week, this leg-
islation is critical to implementing
Secretary Mattis’s new national de-
fense strategy. It is critical for sup-
porting our allies and regional partners
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around the world. It is critical for
keeping America safe in a world that
confronts us with everything from ter-
rorist threats from nonstate actors to
great power competition.

One way or another, the Senate will
pass this bill. We will fulfill our solemn
responsibility to our military, and then
we will proceed to other important
business for our constituents.

————

TAX REFORM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on
one final matter, day after day and
week after week, more evidence piles
up that Republicans’ overhaul of the
U.S. Tax Code is igniting new growth
and increasing opportunity all across
our country.

Here is what tax reform means to
middle-class Floridians. It means thou-
sand-dollar bonuses for all 26 employ-
ees at Spellex Corporation, a software
company in Tampa. It means an 11-per-
cent increase in the base wage at a
bank with more than 600 locations all
across Florida. At a brewery, it meant
the flexibility to purchase $100,000 in
new capital equipment and hire two ad-
ditional employees. For the customers
of Florida Power & Light, it meant a
lower monthly bill. The utility had
planned to implement a new surcharge
for rebuilding after Hurricane Irma,
but tax reform let them cover the cost
of the entire rebuilding themselves and
kept that added burden off of the
shoulders of Floridians. These are just
a few of the ways tax reform is helping
jump-start prosperity up and down the
State of Florida.

Florida’s junior Senator, Mr. RUBIO,
voted to pass this once-in-a-generation
law. It is too bad his colleague, the sen-
ior Senator from Florida, stood with
every single Democrat in the House
and in the Senate and tried to block
these tax cuts from reaching the Amer-
ican people. Apparently, he preferred
that more middle-class families’ money
remain with the IRS. I would call that
a curious decision. Perhaps our Demo-
cratic colleagues don’t quite under-
stand the importance of a thriving
economy.

We recently heard some revealing
comments from the House Democratic
leader. Here is what she said:

Hip hip hooray, unemployment is down.
What does that mean to me and my life?

Unemployment is as low as it has
been since 1969. There is soaring con-
fidence from consumers and small busi-
nesses. There are more job openings
than Americans looking for work for
the first time in at least 20 years. No
big deal, say our Democratic col-
leagues. Nothing to see here. Do they
really think an outstanding job market
doesn’t matter to American families?
Well, that might help explain their vot-
ing record on tax reform and other
issues, but I suspect this is just pure
partnership because it is Republican
policies that are helping generate this
success. Our friends across the aisle
want to deny reality and ignore the ob-
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vious improvements for workers, fami-
lies, and job creators. Fortunately, the
facts are the facts. Americans know
success when they see it, and Repub-
licans will keep fighting to unleash
more prosperity for the middle class.

———

ENERGY AND WATER, LEGISLA-
TIVE BRANCH, AND MILITARY
CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS
AFFAIRS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2019—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 449,
H.R. 5895.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 449,
H.R. 5895, a bill making appropriations for
energy and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk on
the motion to proceed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 449, H.R.
5895, an act making appropriations for en-
ergy and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes.

Mitch McConnell, Jerry Moran, Mike
Rounds, Roy Blunt, Johnny Isakson,
John Boozman, John Cornyn, John
Barrasso, Marco Rubio, Mike Crapo,
James E. Risch, John Hoeven, Thom
Tillis, John Thune, Lisa Murkowski,
Richard Burr, Roger F. Wicker.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

TRUMP-KIM SUMMIT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it has
now been 2 days since the Singapore
summit between President Trump and
Chairman Kim concluded. America re-
mains troubled by the lack of detail in
the joint statement signed by both par-
ties, as well as some of the remarkable
concessions made by President Trump,
especially the freeze of joint military
exercises with South Korea.

In the wake of this first meeting, it
has become clearer and clearer that
Chairman Kim secured far more con-
cessions than President Trump. Yet,
despite all the evidence, President
Trump is acting like he just secured
world peace. The President is con-
ducting an alternative reality Presi-
dency, and the recent summit with
North Korea reveals it better than
ever. President Trump says we are no
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longer on the brink of war with North
Korea, after President Trump himself
was the one who brought us there in
the first place, through bellicose rhet-
oric and brinkmanship on Twitter. Now
the President takes a victory lap for
undoing a problem he created in the
first place. He pats himself on the
back, saying that we are now at peace.
We were on the brink of war. He forgets
that he brought us there. What kind of
Presidency is this?

Again President Trump tweeted yes-
terday: ‘‘There is no longer a nuclear
threat from North Korea.” Saying it,
Mr. President Trump, does not make it
so—once again, an alternative reality
Presidency.

Despite what the President says,
Chairman Kim has not agreed to dis-
mantle North Korea’s nuclear infra-
structure. He has not agreed to stop en-
riching plutonium and uranium. He has
not agreed to any sort of inspections
regime. When Chairman Kim went
home to North Korea, he did not even
mention his vague commitment to
completely denuclearize. To say there
is no longer a nuclear threat from
North Korea after one meeting, after
signing one sheet of paper, is living in
an alternative reality, and that is
where it seems President Trump lives
these days, more than ever before.

Finally, in place of serious, arduous
negotiations, President Trump pre-
ferred signing ceremonies and procla-
mations. It is a pattern in his Presi-
dency: flash over substance, sign docu-
ments in front of cameras, but skip out
on the hard work behind the scenes.

The idea is to make it look as if the
President is getting stuff done, but not
actually doing the hard work and get-
ting it done. We can’t have a President
who is interested only in playing the
role of President. He has to do the job
of President.

On a matter as serious as negotia-
tions with North Korea, there is no
substitute for the hard work of real di-
plomacy. Only in President Trump’s al-
ternative reality Presidency do photo
ops and handshakes suffice, especially
when North Korea still presents such a
great danger to us. If tomorrow morn-
ing Kim Jong Un did a 180-degree rever-
sal, after having gotten what he
wants—the handshake, the summit,
the reduction of sanctions—we would
be in real danger, and President Trump
acts like it is all over—an alternative
reality Presidency. But when it comes
to something as serious and dangerous
as North Korea, it is not a joke; it is
serious stuff.

The hard details, the concrete con-
cessions, the diplomatic gains for the
United States, and safety from a still
dangerous North Korea simply have to
wait in President Trump’s world, and it
doesn’t even seem to matter if they
never happen.

We hope sincerely that those hard de-
tails do come. We hope sincerely that
the Singapore summit was only the
first step, rather than the final result,
because we all wish to see a diplomatic
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