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Affairs, out of any amounts in the general 
fund of the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, such amounts as the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs determines necessary to 
continue to administer and provide benefits 
and services to veterans, dependents, and 
survivors provided under chapters 11, 13, 15, 
18, 21, 23, 30, 31, 33, 35, and 39 of title 38, 
United States Code. 

(b) FUNDING GAP DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘funding gap’’ means any period of 
time after the beginning of a fiscal year for 
which interim or full-year appropriations for 
the Department of Veterans Affairs for that 
fiscal year have not been enacted. 

SA 1915. Mr. HELLER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 195, to amend title 
44, United States Code, to restrict the 
distribution of free printed copies of 
the Federal Register to Members of 
Congress and other officers and em-
ployees of the United States, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
TITLE ll—EMERGENCY APPROPRIA-

TIONS FOR MILITARY AND SUPPORTING 
CONTRACTOR PAY 

SEC. lll01. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Ensuring 

Pay for Our Military Act’’. 
SEC. lll02. EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION OF 

FUNDS TO PROVIDE PAY AND AL-
LOWANCES FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES AND SUPPORTING 
CIVILIAN AND CONTRACTOR PER-
SONNEL DURING FUNDING GAP IM-
PACTING THE DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE OR DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY. 

(a) APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR MILITARY 
PAY AND ALLOWANCES.—During a funding gap 
impacting the Armed Forces, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall make available to the 
Secretary of Defense (and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security in the case of the Coast 
Guard), out of any amounts in the general 
fund of the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, such amounts as the Secretary of 
Defense (and the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity in the case of the Coast Guard) deter-
mines to be necessary to continue to provide 
pay and allowances (without interruption) to 
the following: 

(1) Members of the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, including re-
serve components thereof, who perform ac-
tive service during the funding gap. 

(2) At the discretion of the Secretary of 
Defense, such civilian personnel of the De-
partment of Defense who are providing sup-
port to the members of the Armed Forces de-
scribed in paragraph (1) as the Secretary 
considers appropriate. 

(3) At the discretion of the Secretary of 
Defense, such personnel of contractors of the 
Department of Defense who are providing di-
rect support to the members of the Armed 
Forces described in paragraph (1) as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate. 

(b) FUNDING GAP DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘funding gap’’ means any period of 
time after the beginning of a fiscal year for 
which interim or full-year appropriations for 
the personnel accounts of the Armed Forces 
for that fiscal year have not been enacted. 

SA 1916. Mr. DURBIN (for himself, 
Mr. REED, Mr. TESTER, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
WARNER, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARPER, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. DONNELLY, 

Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HEITKAMP, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. JONES, Mr. KING, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. UDALL, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. SANDERS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed to amendment SA 1913 sub-
mitted by Mr. SCHUMER and intended 
to be proposed to the bill H.R. 195, to 
amend title 44, United States Code, to 
restrict the distribution of free printed 
copies of the Federal Register to Mem-
bers of Congress and other officers and 
employees of the United States, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
TITLE lll—CONTINUING APPROPRIA-

TIONS FOR PAY AND DEATH BENEFITS 
FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 

SEC. lll01. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Pay Our 

Military Act of 2018’’. 
SEC. lll02. CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR PAY AND DEATH BENEFITS FOR 
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—There are hereby appro-
priated for fiscal year 2018, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
for any period during which interim or full- 
year appropriations for fiscal year 2018 are 
not in effect— 

(1) such sums as are necessary to provide 
pay and allowances to members of the Armed 
Forces (as defined in section 101(a)(4) of title 
10, United States Code), including reserve 
components thereof, who perform active 
service, including drill, during such period; 

(2) such sums as are necessary for the pay-
ment of death benefits authorized by sub-
chapter II of chapter 75 of title 10, United 
States Code, for individuals who die during 
such period; 

(3) such sums as are necessary to provide 
pay and allowances to the civilian personnel 
of the Department of Defense (and the De-
partment of Homeland Security in the case 
of the Coast Guard) whom the Secretary con-
cerned determines are providing support to 
members of the Armed Forces described in 
paragraph (1) and in connection with the 
payment of benefits described in paragraph 
(2); and 

(4) such sums as are necessary to provide 
pay and allowances to contractors of the De-
partment of Defense (and the Department of 
Homeland Security in the case of the Coast 
Guard) whom the Secretary concerned deter-
mines are providing support to members of 
the Armed Forces described in paragraph (1) 
and in connection with the payment of bene-
fits described in paragraph (2). 

(b) SECRETARY CONCERNED DEFINED.—In 
this section, the term ‘‘Secretary concerned’’ 
means— 

(1) the Secretary of Defense with respect to 
matters concerning the Department of De-
fense; and 

(2) the Secretary of Homeland Security 
with respect to matters concerning the Coast 
Guard. 
SEC. lll03. TERMINATION. 

Appropriations and funds made available 
and authority granted pursuant to this Act 
shall be available until whichever of the fol-
lowing first occurs: (1) the enactment into 

law of an appropriation (including a con-
tinuing appropriation) for any purpose for 
which amounts are made available in section 
lll02; (2) the enactment into law of the 
applicable regular or continuing appropria-
tions resolution or other Act without any ap-
propriation for such purpose; or (3) Sep-
tember 30, 2018. 

SA 1917. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to the bill H.R. 195, to 
amend title 44, United States Code, to 
restrict the distribution of free printed 
copies of the Federal Register to Mem-
bers of Congress and other officers and 
employees of the United States, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

On page 1, line 6 of the House Amendment 
Strike ‘‘February 16’’ and insert ‘‘February 

8’’ 

SA 1918. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to the bill H.R. 195, to 
amend title 44, United States Code, to 
restrict the distribution of free printed 
copies of the Federal Register to Mem-
bers of Congress and other officers and 
employees of the United States, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

At the end add the following. 
‘‘This act shall be effective 1 day after en-

actment.’’ 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO OBJECT TO 
PROCEEDING 

I, Senator CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, in-
tend to object to proceeding to the 
nomination of David J. Ryder, of New 
Jersey, to be Director of the Mint for 
the Department of Treasury, dated 
January 19, 2018. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
ALEXANDER). The clerk will call the 
roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

(Mr. TILLIS assumed the Chair.) 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
ROUNDS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

FEDERAL REGISTER PRINTING 
SAVINGS ACT OF 2017—Continued 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
CLOTURE MOTION 

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays 
before the Senate the pending cloture 
motion, which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
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Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to 
the Senate amendment to H.R. 195. 

Mitch McConnell, John Boozman, Marco 
Rubio, Deb Fischer, John Barrasso, 
Richard Burr, John Cornyn, Thom 
Tillis, John Hoeven, Richard C. Shelby, 
Tom Cotton, Joni Ernst, James M. 
Inhofe, Shelley Moore Capito, Steve 
Daines, James Lankford, and Roy 
Blunt. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
concur in the House amendment to the 
Senate amendment to H.R. 195 shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50, 
nays 49, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 14 Leg.] 
YEAS—50 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Gardner 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Manchin 
McCaskill 
Moran 

Murkowski 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—49 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Flake 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Lee 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 

Peters 
Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

McCain 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
JOHNSON). On this vote, the yeas are 50, 
the nays are 49. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, the motion is rejected. 

The majority leader is recognized. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

enter a motion to reconsider the vote. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-

tion is entered. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

want to call to the attention of my col-

leagues a part of the statement of the 
White House Press Secretary tonight, 
presumably on behalf of the adminis-
tration. It simply says: We will not ne-
gotiate the status of unlawful immi-
grants while Democrats hold our lawful 
citizens hostage over their reckless de-
mands. 

That appropriately represents the 
White House view of where we are. And 
what we have just witnessed on the 
floor was a cynical decision by Senate 
Democrats to shove aside millions of 
Americans for the sake of irresponsible 
political gains. A government shut-
down was 100 percent avoidable—com-
pletely avoidable. Now it is imminent, 
all because Senate Democrats chose to 
filibuster a noncontroversial funding 
bill that contains nothing, not a thing, 
they do not support—nothing they do 
not support. 

Perhaps across the aisle some of our 
Democratic colleagues are feeling 
proud of themselves, but what has 
their filibuster accomplished? What 
has it accomplished? The answer is 
simple: their very own government 
shutdown. 

The shutdown effects on the Amer-
ican people will come as no surprise. 
All week, as we have stood on the floor 
and begged our colleagues to come to 
their senses, Senate Republicans have 
described exactly what this will mean. 

For America’s men and women in 
uniform, shutting down the govern-
ment means delayed pay. For the many 
thousands of civilian employees who 
support their missions, it means fur-
loughs. And for the families of fallen 
heroes, it may well mean a freeze on 
survivor death benefits. For veterans 
who rely on our promise of care, shut-
ting down the government means 
threatening their access to treatment. 
For so many Americans struggling 
with opioid addiction, the same is true. 
Thanks to the Democratic leader’s de-
cision to filibuster an extension of the 
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, low-income families will slip 
closer to losing health coverage for 
their kids, and in many States, this is 
an emergency. 

I am having trouble understanding 
which one of these outcomes my Demo-
cratic colleagues could possibly be 
proud of. Which one of them? I think 
our friends on the other side took some 
bad advice—really bad advice. I would 
hate to have to be trying to explain 
this myself. 

They ignored the Governors, includ-
ing seven Democrats who wrote Con-
gress begging us to extend SCHIP for 9 
million children. They ignored the 
needs of millions of Americans who 
rely on the Federal Government for im-
portant services. They held all this 
hostage—all of this hostage over the 
completely unrelated issue of illegal 
immigration. 

Republicans in the Senate have done 
all we can to continue the normal oper-
ations of the Federal Government and 
secure certainty for these SCHIP kids. 
We could pass it tonight, it could go to 

the President for signature, and these 
kids would be OK. 

Well, we are going to continue to do 
all we can. We will vote again so the 
American people know who stands for 
them. And when our friends across the 
aisle remember who it is they actually 
represent, we will be ready to come to-
gether in a bipartisan discussion that 
will be necessary to clean up all of this 
mess. 

We have all been having private con-
versations here on the floor. Almost 
everybody on both sides doesn’t under-
stand how we ended up here, because 
most of the stuff, we agree on. Well, 
there is only one reason we ended up 
here: the shoehorning of illegal immi-
gration into this debate. 

Now, having said that, there is a lot 
of sympathy in this body for doing 
something about the DACA kids. It is 
not like nobody is interested in that. 
We have been talking about it for 3 
months. But the one reason we are 
where we are is because we couldn’t 
close out any of these other component 
parts because our friends on the other 
side said: You have to deal with this 
issue. This issue is the key to getting 
defense spending, this issue is the key 
to getting help for SCHIP kids, and on 
and on and on. 

I think most of the American people 
believe that shutting down the govern-
ment over this issue, which doesn’t 
even ripen until March, is irrespon-
sible. And I have just listed all of the 
people who are going to be adversely 
impacted by this action. 

So we are going to keep on voting, 
and the government may be heading 
into a shutdown, but the Senate is not 
shutting down. We are open to talk and 
to resolve this. I don’t think it makes 
the institution look very responsible. 
The American people should expect 
better from us than this. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, very 
sadly, we are on the precipice of a gov-
ernment shutdown. The majority lead-
er only just allowed us to vote on a 
continuing resolution that he knew 
lacked the votes long before this hour. 
It is not just Democrats who oppose 
this CR; several Republicans did as 
well. 

All of today, we have endeavored to 
reach an agreement with President 
Trump and the Republicans that would 
have not only spared a government 
shutdown but cemented an agreement 
on spending caps, including those for 
our military, the healthcare issues, dis-
aster relief, and immigration issues. 

President Trump reached out to me 
this morning to invite me to the White 
House to talk over all of these issues, 
and I accepted. We had a lengthy and 
substantive discussion. During the 
meeting, in exchange for strong DACA 
protections, I reluctantly put the bor-
der wall on the table for discussion. 
Even that was not enough to entice the 
President to finish the deal. Many 
Democrats don’t want to go that far on 
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the border. Many Republicans don’t ei-
ther. But we were willing to com-
promise with the President to get an 
agreement. In the room, it sounded 
like the President was open to accept 
it. This afternoon, in my heart, I 
thought we might have a deal tonight. 
That was how far we had come. That is 
how positive our discussion felt. We 
had a good meeting, but what has tran-
spired since that meeting in the Oval 
Office is indicative of the entire tumul-
tuous and chaotic process Republicans 
have engaged in in the negotiations 
thus far. 

Even though President Trump 
seemed to like an outline of a deal in 
the room, he did not press his party in 
Congress to accept it. Speaker RYAN 
and Leader MCCONNELL, without the 
commitment of the President, would 
not agree to accept anything either. 

What happened to the President 
Trump who asked us to come up with a 
deal and promised that he would take 
heat for it? What happened to that 
President? He backed off at the first 
sign of pressure. 

We had the outline of a deal on caps. 
We had the outline of a deal on 
healthcare. We had the outline of a 
deal on immigration, the toughest 
issue. It was real, and it was an honest- 
to-goodness breakthrough. We could 
have passed a short-term extension of 
funding so that we could cross the t’s, 
dot the i’s, and be done with it all, but 
the dynamic of the past few weeks dur-
ing which the congressional Repub-
licans looked to the President for guid-
ance and the President provided none 
prevailed again today, unfortunately. 
The same chaos, the same disarray, the 
same division and discord on the Re-
publican side that has been in the 
background of these negotiations for 
months unfortunately appears en-
demic, and it is standing in the way of 
bipartisan solutions to all of the issues 
now before us. 

Every American knows the Repub-
lican Party controls the White House, 
the Senate, and the House. It is their 
job to keep the government open. It is 
their job to work with us on a way to 
move things forward. But they didn’t 
reach out to us once on this CR—no 
discussion, no debate, nothing at all. It 
was produced without an ounce of 
Democratic input and dropped in our 
laps. Meanwhile, they can’t even get on 
the same page as a party. They control 
every branch of the legislative process, 
and it is their responsibility to govern, 
and here they have failed. 

Several Republicans voted against 
the CR, as well as Democrats, for the 
same reason we voted against it. One of 
the most serious consequences of hav-
ing continuing resolution after con-
tinuing resolution is the damage it 
does to our military. As the Pentagon 
spokesman said last night, another CR 
would be wasteful and destructive to 
our military. The Navy Secretary said 
that because of CRs, ‘‘[the Navy has] 
put $4 billion in the trash can, poured 
lighter fluid on it, and burned it.’’ That 

is the Navy Secretary—because of what 
you have done. 

This is no way to conduct the Na-
tion’s business. Republicans know it. 
Democrats know it. The American peo-
ple know that this party is not capable 
of governing. 

So where do we go from here? I be-
lieve many of my Republican col-
leagues sincerely want to get a deal. I 
know their hearts are in the right 
place. I know they lament the fact that 
we now accept brinksmanship where bi-
partisanship used to be. In the past, 
there was always discussions on these 
issues. Everyone knew in the Senate 
you needed both parties to work to-
gether. None of that happened here 
today. 

Now, all of this problem is because 
Republican leadership can’t get to yes 
because President Trump refuses to. 

President Trump, if you are listen-
ing, I am urging you, please take yes 
for an answer. The way things went 
today, the way you turned from a bi-
partisan deal, it is almost as if you 
were rooting for a shutdown, and now 
we will have one, and the blame should 
crash entirely on President Trump’s 
shoulders. 

This will be called a Trump shut-
down. This will be called a Trump shut-
down because there is no one—no one— 
who deserves the blame for the position 
we find ourselves in more than Presi-
dent Trump. He walked away from two 
bipartisan deals, including one today in 
which I even put the border wall on the 
table. What will it take for President 
Trump to say yes and learn how to exe-
cute the rudiments of government? 

Tomorrow marks a year to the day 
President Trump took the oath of of-
fice on the Capitol steps. Unfortu-
nately, a Trump shutdown would be a 
perfect encapsulation of the chaos he 
has unleashed on our government. In-
stead of bringing us all together, he 
has pulled us apart. Instead of gov-
erning from the middle, he has 
outsourced his Presidency to the ex-
tremes. Instead of living up to the 
great dealmaker he marketed himself 
to be, he has been the single driving 
force in scuttling bipartisan deals in 
Congress. 

Now, at this late hour, his behavior is 
on the verge of grinding our govern-
ment to a halt—a Trump shutdown. 
Democrats will continue to strive for a 
bipartisan agreement on all of the out-
standing issues. I know there are men 
and women of good will on the other 
side of the aisle who are just as upset 
as I am with the direction we are head-
ed in. I plead with them to see reason 
and prevail upon their leaders—and 
most of all the President—to give us 
the space to work together, to let us do 
the job the American people sent us 
here to do. 

When President Trump decides he is 
finally ready to lead his party to a 
deal, Democrats will be ready, willing, 
and eager to clinch it. There is a path 
forward. We can reach it quickly. 

Tomorrow, the President and the 
four leaders should immediately sit 

down and finish this deal so the entire 
government can get back to work on 
Monday. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

want to particularly commend the five 
Democrats who voted not to shut the 
government down. The new Senator 
from Alabama, during his campaign, 
said it was important to fund the S- 
CHIP program before it ran out of 
money, and he listened to the seven 
Democratic Governors who said: This 
is an emergency; we need help. 

There were five courageous Demo-
crats on the other side who stood up to 
this ridiculous argument that it made 
sense somehow to shut down the gov-
ernment over an illegal immigration 
issue that the vast majority of this 
body would like to do something about 
anyway. 

I want to particularly commend the 
five Democrats who had the courage to 
stand up to this ridiculous strategy 
that put their whole party in an in-
credible predicament because, as the 
White House just indicated, the Presi-
dent is not going to talk about the 
issue at all while the government is 
shut down. He made it quite clear. He 
said: ‘‘When Democrats start paying 
our armed forces and first responders, 
we will reopen negotiations on immi-
gration reform.’’ 

So this particular strategy has elimi-
nated the possibility of getting a signa-
ture on the thing they shut the govern-
ment down over. Can anybody explain 
to me this strategy? I am perplexed. I 
wasn’t first in my class, but I wasn’t 
last either. How does this get them 
what they are looking for? 

We will continue to talk because 
when all the games stop, the issues are 
still there—every single one of them 
are still there. The American people 
expect us to act like adults, to get to-
gether and solve the problems. 

Now I will be offering an amendment 
to change the date to February 8. We 
will, unfortunately, not be able to get 
that vote tonight, but I will be subse-
quently asking for consent, but at 
some point here, we will be voting on 
February 8. That is the date the senior 
Senator from South Carolina and I 
have been talking about, and the 
Democratic leader and I have been 
talking about—which begins to move a 
little bit closer to where our friends on 
the other side said they wanted to be— 
but a reasonable period of time that 
takes into account the State of the 
Union, our party conferences, and the 
amount of time it takes to actually 
write a bill once you have an agree-
ment. You can’t just reach an agree-
ment, snap your fingers, and every-
thing falls into place and you are ready 
to go. It is a reasonable period to first 
agree, and then write, get ready to ne-
gotiate a settlement that we have been 
working on for months. February 8 is a 
very reasonable time. I hear there is 
sentiment for that on both sides of the 
aisle. I hope so. 
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At some point, we will vote on that 

option. I can’t get that vote tonight, 
but I am going to ask consent to have 
that vote tonight. 

VOTE ON MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT 
NO. 1905 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to table the motion to refer. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PERDUE). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 55, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 15 Leg.] 
YEAS—55 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Moran 

Murkowski 
Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—44 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 

Harris 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Nelson 
Peters 

Reed 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

McCain 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
VOTE ON MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT 

NO. 1903 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to table the motion to concur 
with further amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 1917 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

move to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 
195, with a further amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Kentucky [MR. MCCON-
NELL] moves to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 195, 
with an amendment numbered 1917. 

The amendment is as follows: 
On Page 1, line 6 of the House Amendment 
Strike ‘‘February 16’’ and insert ‘‘February 

8’’ 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk on 
the motion to concur with amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur with a further amendment in 
the House amendment to the Senate amend-
ment to H.R. 195. 

Mitch McConnell, Joni Ernst, Shelley 
Moore Capito, Deb Fischer, David 
Perdue, John Kennedy, John Hoeven, 
John Thune, John Barrasso, Roy Blunt, 
Lisa Murkowski, Susan M. Collins, Bill 
Cassidy, Richard C. Shelby, Pat Rob-
erts, James E. Risch, Johnny Isakson. 

MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 1918 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to refer the House message on 
H.R. 195 to the Committee on Appro-
priations to report back forthwith with 
instructions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. MCCON-
NELL] moves to refer the House message on 
H.R. 195 to the Committee on Appropriations 
to report back forthwith with instructions, 
amendment numbered 1918. 

The amendment is as follows: 
At the end add the following. 
‘‘This act shall be effective 1 day after en-

actment.’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the mandatory 
quorum call be waived and the Senate 
immediately vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture without any intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. SCHUMER. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Missouri. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 1301 

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, 
this shouldn’t take very long. 

I was most disappointed tonight 
when the President of the United 
States put out a statement that tried 
to divide us based on party when it 
came to support of our military. There 
is no such division. Everyone in this 
Chamber knows it. So, as we have in 
other instances where we have had a 

shutdown—I remember, in 2013, we did 
this right off the bat. I want to make 
sure that tonight we send a very clear 
signal that we don’t want one moment 
to pass with there being any uncer-
tainty that any soldier anywhere in 
the world will be paid for the valiant 
work they do on behalf of our national 
security. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No. 
36, H.R. 1301; that the amendment at 
the desk, providing for continuing ap-
propriations for pay and death benefits 
for members of the Armed Services, be 
considered and agreed to, the bill, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, we passed 
similar legislation during the govern-
ment shutdown back in 2013. My hope 
is that we can restore funding for the 
entire government before this becomes 
necessary. I am going to object for to-
night, but we will discuss it again to-
morrow. Therefore, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The Senator from Florida. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 1301 

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, many of 
us have participated over the last few 
hours in several conversations trying 
to bring the parties together, and, in-
deed, a lot of movement has occurred. 
There seems to be one substantial issue 
remaining in which things could come 
together. So I am going to ask that we 
delay the shutdown for at least 1 day. 

Most of us on this floor do not want 
a shutdown. Since there were discus-
sions here in earnest in a bipartisan 
way, we ought to give those discussions 
a chance to bear fruit. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No. 
36, H.R. 1301; that the amendment at 
the desk that would provide for a con-
tinuing resolution to fund the govern-
ment through Saturday, January 20, 
2018, be considered and agreed to, the 
bill, as amended, be considered read a 
third time and passed, and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Montana. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 1301 
Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I had 

the feeling at one point in time tonight 
that we were very, very close to an 
agreement. I think, as we look around 
this body, we see folks on both sides of 
the aisle who want to come to an 
agreement and will work hard for an 
agreement. 
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It is a fact that we need a better 

budget. We need a budget that works 
for America. We need a budget that 
goes to the end of the fiscal year, 
which isn’t that long from now, by the 
way—only the end of September. It is a 
fact that we need CHIP funding and 
money for our community health cen-
ters, certainly for our military, and 
money for the northern and southern 
borders and for opioids and the list 
goes on. 

The majority leader has said that 
they have been working on a budget 
settlement for weeks. I think most of 
us, if not all of us, are willing to stay 
here and work until this work gets 
done. I am certainly willing to. 

This is supposed to be the most delib-
erative body in the world. I know that 
some will say there is just not enough 
time, but there is. I have watched this 
body work very quickly when nec-
essary. I think a government shutdown 
would require that. 

We have pushed this budget off now 
for 112 days. That is why I am pro-
posing a 3-day continuing resolution so 
we can work together to come to a con-
clusion to do what the American people 
want; that is, have a budget that works 
until the end of the fiscal year that 
funds critical programs for our mili-
tary and domestic. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No. 
36, H.R. 1301; that the amendment at 
the desk that would provide for a con-
tinuing resolution to fund the govern-
ment through Monday, January 22, 
2018, be considered and agreed to, the 
bill, as amended, be considered read a 
third time and passed, and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The majority leader. 

PROGRAM 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, for 

the information of all our colleagues, 
the Senate will convene at 12 noon to-
morrow. 

My hope is that an agreement can be 
reached. We will be here in session to-
morrow working to finally resolve the 
way forward. Senators should expect 
votes tomorrow. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDERS FOR SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 2018 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 12 noon, Saturday, Janu-

ary 20; further, that following the pray-
er and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate resume 
consideration of the House message to 
accompany H.R. 195. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL TODAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 1:28 a.m., adjourned until Saturday, 
January 20, 2018, at 12 noon. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

EDWARD CHARLES PRADO, OF TEXAS, TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE ARGENTINE 
REPUBLIC. 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant colonel 

CARL P. BHEND 
KUN J. CHANG 
SARRA E. CUSHEN 
MICHAEL L. EINHORN 
SUZANA M. GJEKAJ 
AARON B. HARDING 
CHRISTOPHER R. JORDAN 
ROBERT B. KIM 
JEREMY B. LAKE 
STEPHEN P. LAMBERT 
GARY S. MAYNE 
JAMES P. MURPHY 
STEPHEN S. POTTER 
ANITA M. SHADE 
DEMITRI VILLARREAL 
THOMAS K. WEBER 
CHRISTOPHER M. WOLBERT 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be colonel 

STEVEN J. ACEVEDO 
JOHAN K. AHN 
ANTOIN M. ALEXANDER 
JONATHAN L. ARNHOLT 
RICHARD J. BARNETT 
JOHN P. BARON 
LAURA M. BAUGH 
BRADLEY J. BOETIG 
KAREN E. BOWMAN 
MICHELLE R. BROWN 
GLENN D. BURNS 
CHRISTINE L. CAMPBELL 
ELIZABETH A. CASSTEVENS 
NATHAN D. CECAVA 
ERIC M. CHUMBLEY 
JOHNATHAN M. COMPTON 
AMY A. COSTELLO 
ROBERT M. CROMER 
RICHARD L. DAGROSA 
STEVEN W. DAVIS 
PAUL T. DEFLORIO 
AN T. DUONG 
GEOFFREY L. EWING 
ERIC M. FLAKE 
HEIDI L. GADDEY 
SANJAY A. GOGATE 
ALAN D. GUHLKE 
MARSHALL T. HAYES 
KEVIN D. HETTINGER 
AQUILLA L. HIGHSMITH TYLER 
JOSHUA A. HODGE 
DAVID T. HSIEH 
JULIA C. JACKSON 
MARIA R. J. LAHTI 
PETER A. LEARN 
JEFFREY D. LEWIS 

ROBERT J. LOVE 
PATRICIA A. MACSPARRAN 
SHELLY D. MARTIN 
STEPHEN C. MATURO 
MARIEFRANCE M. MCINTEE 
RYAN G. K. MIHATA 
MARSHA D. MITCHUM 
SHAWNN D. NICHOLS 
JON J. OPRY 
LUIS B. OTERO 
JOHN C. ROCKWELL 
GREENE D. ROYSTER IV 
LUKE B. SIMONET 
BARTON C. STAAT 
ADAM M. STARR 
KARA M. VANDEKIEFT 
WENDI E. WOHLTMANN 
LESLIE A. WOOD 
TORY W. WOODARD 
HEATHER C. YUN 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be major 

NATALIYA A. ABLES 
OMAR S. AHMED 
ANDREW J. AMACK 
MICHAEL R. ARGYLE 
SUMIT S. BAGGA 
GREGORY A. BAKER 
NICOLE C. BAKER 
MATTHEW G. BALDERSTON 
AUSTIN R. BALTENSPERGER 
KATHERINE A. BANARES 
AUSTIN N. BARBER 
SARAH J. BARNETTE 
JOSEPH A. BAXTER 
JASON A. BEACHLER 
BRADLEY W. BEELER 
ANGEL Z. BELGARD 
KAREN A. BELLINI 
RICHARD J. BENNETT 
JOHN L. BENNION 
BRIAN C. BENTELE 
JACOB R. BERRY 
AMIT BHARDWAJ 
PREETINDER S. BHULLAR 
JEREMY V. BIGHAM 
SARA S. BIRDSONG 
CAROLINE A. BOLDUC 
PETER N. BONNEAU 
CLINTON J. BORCHARDT 
GRIGORII G. BOULDO 
JARED G. BRINKERHOFF 
MATTHEW J. BROWN 
SAMANTHA E. BROWN 
CARL BRYCE 
KAREN G. BUCHER 
JASON A. BURCHETT 
PAUL H. BUTLER 
SHAUNA M. BUTLER 
ROBERT R. BYRNE 
STEPHEN D. CAGLE, JR. 
JONATHON J. CAMPBELL 
PHILIP A. CANNADY 
MICHAEL J. CARCHEDI 
KATHERINE M. CARLIN 
GEOFFREY S. CARLSON 
PATRICIA K. CATROW 
MATTHEW J. CELLINI 
MICHAEL J. CHIAPPONE 
CHAD T. CHRISTENSEN 
ELLE S. CLEAVES 
PHILIP G. CLERC 
KELLY E. CLINTONCIROCCO 
JOSHUA A. COKER 
JASON A. CROSKREY 
JENNIFER A. CROSS 
MICHELLE A. CUNNINGHAM 
DAVID N. DADO 
MICAELA J. DAGUCON 
BRADLEY R. DAYTON 
MAURICIO DE CASTRO PRETELT 
KAITLIN P. DEBBINK 
STEPHANIE A. DEGEN 
CHRISTOPHER B. DELANGE 
SARA M. DESPAIN 
SARAH M. DITCH 
CHAD R. DOUGLAS 
DAVID J. DOWNEY 
KIMBERLY M. DUARTE 
JENNIFER A. DUNN 
ROBERT J. EDMONDS 
GEORGE S. EDWARDSON, JR. 
JOSEPH L. EINHORN 
WILLIAM S. ELLIS 
JENNIFER R. ENMAN BOURGON 
DANIEL C. ENSLEY 
STEPHEN P. ERLACH 
ANGELINA J. ESCANO 
OSCAR J. ESCANO 
JARRETT J. EYER 
NICOLE S. FANNING 
MATTHEW J. FEELEY 
PAUL W. FERNANDES 
JASON E. FISHER 
EMILY J. FLETCHER 
CHRISTOPHER D. FONTIMAYOR 
JASON T. FORBUSH 
BRENT D. FORREST 
ANDREW L. FRANKLIN 
ASHLEY J. FUKUOKA 
MICHAEL C. GALANTE 
STEVEN W. GALE 
KARA W. GARCIA 
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