
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2941 May 24, 2018 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. HELL-
ER) submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 530 

Whereas the people of the United States 
join together each May to pay tribute to the 
contributions of generations of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders who have enriched 
the history of the United States; 

Whereas the history of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders in the United States is 
inextricably tied to the story of the United 
States; 

Whereas the Asian American and Pacific 
Islander community is an inherently diverse 
population, comprised of over 45 distinct 
ethnicities and over 100 language dialects; 

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the 
Census, the Asian American population grew 
faster than any other racial or ethnic group 
over the last decade, surging nearly 72 per-
cent between 2000 and 2015; 

Whereas there are approximately 21,000,000 
residents of the United States who identify 
themselves as Asian and approximately 
1,500,000 residents of the United States who 
identify themselves as Native Hawaiian or 
other Pacific Islander, making up nearly 6 
percent of the total population of the United 
States; 

Whereas the month of May was selected for 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month be-
cause the first Japanese immigrants arrived 
in the United States on May 7, 1843, and the 
first transcontinental railroad was com-
pleted on May 10, 1869, with substantial con-
tributions from Chinese immigrants; 

Whereas section 102 of title 36, United 
States Code, officially designates May as 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month and 
requests the President to issue an annual 
proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties; 

Whereas 2018 marks several important 
milestones for the Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander community, including— 

(1) the 120th anniversary of United States 
v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649 (1898), a Su-
preme Court decision that determined that 
the 14th Amendment grants birthright citi-
zenship to all persons born in the United 
States, regardless of the national origin of 
their parents; 

(2) the 75th anniversary of the Act entitled 
‘‘An Act to repeal the Chinese Exclusion 
Acts, to establish quotas, and for other pur-
poses’’, approved December 17, 1943 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Magnuson Act of 1943’’) 
(57 Stat. 600, chapter 344), which formally re-
pealed the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to execute 
certain treaty stipulations relating to Chi-
nese’’, approved May 6, 1882 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Chinese Exclusion Act of 
1882’’) (22 Stat. 58, chapter 126); 

(3) the 30th anniversary of the passage of 
the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (50 U.S.C. 4211 
et seq.), which granted reparations to Japa-
nese Americans incarcerated during World 
War II; and 

(4) the 25th anniversary of the enactment 
of Public Law 103–150 (107 Stat. 1510), which 
acknowledged the 100th anniversary of the 
January 17, 1893, overthrow of the Kingdom 
of Hawaii and offered an apology to Native 
Hawaiians on behalf of the United States; 

Whereas Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers have made significant contributions 
to the United States at all levels of the Fed-
eral Government and the United States 
Armed Forces, including— 

(1) Daniel K. Inouye, a Medal of Honor and 
Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient 
who, as President Pro Tempore of the Sen-
ate, was the highest-ranking Asian American 
government official in the history of the 
United States; 

(2) Dalip Singh Saund, the first Asian 
American Congressman; 

(3) Patsy T. Mink, the first woman of color 
and Asian American woman to be elected to 
Congress; 

(4) Hiram L. Fong, the first Asian Amer-
ican Senator; and 

(5) Daniel K. Akaka, the first Senator of 
Native Hawaiian ancestry; 

Whereas the Congressional Asian Pacific 
American Caucus, a bicameral caucus of 
Members of Congress advocating on behalf of 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, is 
composed of 63 Members this year, including 
17 Members of Asian or Pacific Islander de-
scent; 

Whereas, in 2018, Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders are serving in State and Terri-
torial legislatures across the United States 
in record numbers, including in— 

(1) the States of Alaska, Arizona, Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, 
Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, and West 
Virginia; and 

(2) the Territories of American Samoa, 
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands; 

Whereas the commitment of the United 
States to diversity in the judiciary has been 
demonstrated by the nominations of high- 
caliber Asian American and Pacific Islander 
jurists at all levels of the Federal bench; 

Whereas there remains much to be done to 
ensure that Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers have access to resources and a voice 
in the government of the United States and 
continue to advance in the political land-
scape of the United States; and 

Whereas celebrating Asian/Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month provides the people of 
the United States with an opportunity to 
recognize the achievements, contributions, 
and history of, and to understand the chal-
lenges faced by, Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the significance of Asian/Pa-

cific American Heritage Month as an impor-
tant time to celebrate the significant con-
tributions of Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers to the history of the United States; 
and 

(2) recognizes that Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander communities enhance the rich 
diversity of and strengthen the United 
States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 531—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF MAY 2018 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL BRAIN TUMOR 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ 

Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 531 

Whereas an estimated 78,980 new cases of 
primary and non-malignant tumors in the 
brain and central nervous system are ex-
pected to be diagnosed in the United States 
during calendar year 2018; 

Whereas up to 500,000 individuals were di-
agnosed with metastatic brain tumors that 
were the result of cancer spreading from an-
other part of the body to the brain in 2016; 

Whereas pediatric brain tumors are the 
leading cause of death from cancer in chil-
dren under the age of 19; 

Whereas the average survival rate in the 
United States for all malignant brain tumor 
patients is only 34.9 percent; 

Whereas an estimated 16,616 people in the 
United States will lose their battle with a 
primary brain tumor during calendar year 
2018; 

Whereas brain tumors may be malignant 
or benign, but can be life-threatening in ei-
ther case; 

Whereas nearly 700,000 people in the United 
States are currently living with a brain 
tumor; 

Whereas treatment of brain tumors is com-
plicated by the fact that there are more than 
130 different types of tumors; 

Whereas the treatment and removal of 
brain tumors present significant challenges 
because of the uniquely complex and fragile 
nature of the brain; 

Whereas brain tumors affect the primary 
organ in the human body that not only con-
trols cognitive ability, but the actions of 
every other organ and limb in the body, lead-
ing to brain tumors being described as a dis-
ease that affects the whole individual; 

Whereas brain tumor research is supported 
by a number of private, nonprofit research 
foundations, and by institutes at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, including the Na-
tional Cancer Institute and the National In-
stitute for Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke; 

Whereas basic research advances may fuel 
research and development of new treatments 
for brain tumors; 

Whereas there remain challenging obsta-
cles to the development of new treatments 
for brain tumors, and there are no strategies 
for screening or early detection of brain tu-
mors; 

Whereas, despite the number of people 
newly diagnosed with a brain tumor every 
year, and their devastating prognoses, there 
have only been 4 drugs and 1 device approved 
by the Food and Drug Administration to 
treat brain tumors during the preceding 30 
years; 

Whereas the mortality rates associated 
with brain tumors have changed little during 
the past 30 years; 

Whereas there is a need for greater public 
awareness of brain tumors, including the dif-
ficulties associated with research on those 
tumors and the opportunities for advances in 
brain tumor research and treatment; and 

Whereas May 2018, when brain tumor advo-
cates nationwide unite in awareness, out-
reach, and advocacy activities, is an appro-
priate month to recognize as ‘‘National 
Brain Tumor Awareness Month’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of May 2018 as 

‘‘National Brain Tumor Awareness Month’’; 
(2) encourages increased public awareness 

of brain tumors to honor those who have lost 
their lives to that devastating disease or are 
currently living with a brain tumor diag-
nosis; 

(3) supports efforts to develop better treat-
ments for brain tumors that will improve the 
quality of life and the long-term prognosis of 
those individuals diagnosed with a brain 
tumor; 

(4) expresses its support for those individ-
uals who are battling brain tumors, as well 
as the families, friends, and caregivers of 
those individuals; and 

(5) urges a collaborative approach to brain 
tumor research, which is a promising means 
of advancing understanding of, and treat-
ment for, brain tumors. 
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Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I am 

glad to introduce a resolution to des-
ignate May 2018 ‘‘National Brain 
Tumor Awareness Month.’’ It is my 
hope that this resolution will show our 
support for the patients battling brain 
tumors, as well as their families, and 
friends who fight alongside them. It is 
estimated that 78,980 new cases of pri-
mary and non-malignant tumors in the 
brain and central nervous system will 
be diagnosed and 16,616 people in the 
United States will lose their battle 
with a primary brain tumor this year 
alone. This resolution will increase 
public awareness and honor those who 
have suffered, or are suffering from a 
brain tumor, while encouraging re-
searchers to redouble their efforts in 
the search for a cure. I thank Senator 
MARKEY and our bipartisan colleagues 
for their support for this important 
cause. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mrs. FISHER. Mr. President, I have 6 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, May 24, 2018, at 9:30 a.m. 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Cyberse-
curity: Risks to the financial services 
industry and its preparedness.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, May 24, 2018, at 9 
a.m. to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Rural Health Care in American: Chal-
lenges and Opportunities.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, May 23, 2018, at 
10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on the 
nomination of John J. Bartrum, of In-
diana, to be Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May 
23, 2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, May 24, 
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on 
pending legislation and the following 
nominations: Andrew S. Oldham, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Fifth Circuit, Alan D. Albright, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Texas, Thomas S. 

Kleeh, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of West 
Virginia, Peter J. Phipps, to be United 
States District Judge for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania, Michael J. 
Truncale, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of 
Texas, Wendy Vitter, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Louisiana, Erica H. Mac-
Donald, to be United States Attorney 
for the District of Minnesota, Ryan 
Wesley Bounds, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit, J. 
Campbell Barker, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Texas, Susan Brnovich, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of Arizona, Chad F. Kenney, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, Jer-
emy D. Kernodle, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Texas, Maureen K. Ohlhausen, to be 
Judge of the United States Court of 
Federal Claims, Scott Patrick Illing, 
to be United States Marshal for the 
Eastern District of Louisiana. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence of the Committee on Armed 
Services is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
May 24, 2018, at 2 p.m. to conduct a 
closed hearing. 

f 

VETERANS CEMETERY BENEFIT 
CORRECTION ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 399, H.R. 4910. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 4910) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide outer burial recep-
tacles for remains buried in National Parks, 
and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4910) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

HERSHEL ‘‘WOODY’’ WILLIAMS VA 
MEDICAL CENTER 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 3663 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3663) to designate the medical 
center of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Huntington, West Virginia, as the Hershel 
‘‘Woody’’ Williams VA Medical Center. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3663) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 528, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 528) designating the 
week of May 20 through May 26, 2018, as ‘‘Na-
tional Public Works Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 528) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

PROMOTING MINORITY HEALTH 
AWARENESS AND SUPPORTING 
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL MINORITY HEALTH 
MONTH IN APRIL 2018 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 529, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 529) promoting minor-
ity health awareness and supporting the 
goals and ideals of National Minority Health 
Month in April 2018, which include bringing 
attention to the health disparities faced by 
minority populations of the United States 
such as American Indians, Alaskan Natives, 
Asian Americans, African Americans, His-
panics, and Native Hawaiians or other Pa-
cific Islanders. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
know of no further debate on the meas-
ure. 
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