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Whereas any policy that denies a patient
seeking care from a health care provider re-
ceiving support under the title X family
planning program full and accurate informa-
tion on and referral for health care services,
including abortion care, violates basic med-
ical ethics by forcing the health care pro-
vider to withhold health care information
from the patient and by denying the basic
right of the patient to informed consent;

Whereas health care providers receiving
support under the title X family planning
program must not be subject to any limita-
tion on providing full and accurate informa-
tion so that those health care providers may
communicate freely with patients and exer-
cise their medical judgment in order to pro-
vide the safest and most beneficial medical
treatment for each patient; and

Whereas any policy that seeks to prevent
health care providers receiving support
under the title X family planning program
from providing full and accurate information
and referral for health care services threat-
ens patient health, discourages honest con-
versation, and undermines the vital relation-
ship between health care providers and pa-
tients, who rely on their health care pro-
viders for complete and accurate informa-
tion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Sen-
ate—

(1) to recognize that the health of a patient
should always come first and patients must
be able to rely on their health care providers
for medically accurate and evidence-based
information about the full range of health
care options, including information about
access to safe and legal abortion;

(2) to urge the development and mainte-
nance of trust between patients and health
care providers by protecting the ability of
health care providers to give complete med-
ical advice and information in order to en-
sure no harm to patient health;

(3) to encourage efforts to enhance patient
quality of care and access to confidential and
safe care for all patients;

(4) to support efforts to promote the health
care safety net;

(5) to recognize that any nationwide gag
rule prohibiting information flow between
patients and health care providers represents
a radical departure from how health care has
operated in the United States and fundamen-
tally erodes the right of patients to informed
consent and the ability of health care pro-
viders to provide appropriate and adequate
health care and information; and

(6) to oppose efforts seeking to limit access
to, and full information on, reproductive
health care options in contradiction with the
congressional intent underlying title X of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300
et seq.).

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  527—CON-
GRATULATING THE PEOPLE OF
GEORGIA ON THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ITS DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE AS A DEMO-
CRATIC REPUBLIC AND RE-
AFFIRMING THE STRENGTH OF
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES AND GEOR-
GIA

Mr. PERDUE (for himself, Mr.
CARDIN, and Mr. ISAKSON) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. REs. 527

Whereas, in 1918, the people of Georgia es-
tablished the Democratic Republic of Geor-
gla;
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Whereas Georgia was illegally invaded and
annexed by the Soviet Red Army in 1921,
leading to 70 years of Soviet occupation until
1991, when Georgia regained its independ-
ence;

Whereas the territorial integrity of Geor-
gia has been continually reaffirmed by the
international community, international law,
and over 30 United Nations Security Council
resolutions since 1993;

Whereas the Russian Federation’s invasion
of Georgia in August 2008 resulted in civilian
and military causalities, the occupation of
two Georgian regions, Abkhazia and the
Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, and the
violation of Georgia’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of inter-
nally displaced civilians were forcefully ex-
pelled from the Abkhazia and Tskhinvali re-
gion/South Ossetia of Georgia in the 1990s,
and again in 2008, and continue to be de-
prived of the right to return in a safe and
dignified manner;

Whereas the Russian Federation continues
to violate the European Union-mediated, Au-
gust 12, 2008, Ceasefire Agreement between
Georgia and the Russian Federation;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has intensified steps to separate
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South
Ossetia from the rest of Georgia by con-
tinuing its fortification of the occupation
lines and constructing barbed wire fences to
further divide the population;

Whereas Georgia remains in full compli-
ance with the European Union-mediated, Au-
gust 12, 2008 Ceasefire Agreement, and con-
tinues its efforts to reach tangible results in
the Geneva International Discussions;

Whereas the human rights situation in the
Russian-occupied Georgian territories of
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region/South
Ossetia has deteriorated, and the Parliament
of Georgia adopted a resolution on March 21,
2018, in recognition of this fact;

Whereas the United States Government
supports Georgia’s sovereignty and right to
choose its own alliances, and recognizes the
Georgian regions of Abkhazia and
Tskhinvali/South Ossetia as Russian Federa-
tion-occupied territories within the inter-
nationally recognized borders of Georgia;

Whereas the United States-Georgia Stra-
tegic Partnership, signed in January 2009,
outlines the importance of bilateral efforts
to advance cooperation in the areas of edu-
cation, public outreach, health, and cultural
exchanges to ensure the strong and enduring
people-to-people ties between the United
States and Georgia;

Whereas the Memorandum on Deepening
the Defense and Security Partnership be-
tween the United States and Georgia, signed
in July 2016, enhances the defense and secu-
rity cooperation and reinforces our shared
determination to strengthen Georgia’s resil-
ience and self-defense capabilities;

Whereas relations between the United
States and Georgia have developed into a
strong alliance based on shared values and
principles;

Whereas, since 1994, the Georgia National
Guard has had a partnership with the coun-
try of Georgia through the National Guard
State Partnership Program, helping build ca-
pacity among partner forces and providing
deterrence against the aggression of the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation;

Whereas the Government of Georgia has
shown an unwavering commitment to
strengthening transatlantic security by
being the largest non-NATO troop contrib-
utor to the International Security Assist-
ance Force mission in Afghanistan and one
of the top overall contributors to Resolute
Support;
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Whereas the Government of Georgia has
been a leader of the region in democratic de-
velopment and has initiated positive com-
mitments in the areas of judicial reforms,
strengthening the role of Parliament, and
utilizing international election monitoring
organizations and transparency;

Whereas, on August 1, 2017, Vice President
Mike Pence visited Georgia to condemn the
Russian Federation’s occupation of Georgian
territory and attend Exercise Noble Partner,
involving 800 Georgian and 1,600 United
States troops;

Whereas, on November 20, 2017, the Depart-
ment of State made a determination approv-
ing a sale of the Javelin missile system to
Georgia, providing increased capacity to
meet Georgia’s national defense require-
ments;

Whereas, on January 26, 2018, the United
States Government condemned the Russian
Federation’s ratification of an agreement
with de facto leaders of South Ossetia re-
garding a joint military force; and

Whereas a democratic and stable Georgia
is in the political, security, and economic in-
terests of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the people of Georgia on
the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the
first Democratic Republic of Georgia;

(2) acknowledges the close and enduring
strategic partnership and strong alliance be-
tween the United States and Georgia;

(3) supports strengthening the defense and
security cooperation between the TUnited
States and Georgia;

(4) supports further developing trade and
commerce relations between the United
States and Georgia;

(5) reaffirms the support of the United
States for Georgia’s accession to NATO;

(6) continues to condemn the Russian Fed-
eration’s occupation of Georgian sovereign
territory, and recognizes Georgia’s regions of
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South
Ossetia as Russian-occupied territories with-
in the internationally recognized borders of
Georgia;

(7) remembers the victims of the August
2008 war between Georgia and the Russian
Federation;

(8) condemns human rights abuses by the
Government of the Russian Federation in
the occupied Georgian territories of
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali Region/South
Ossetia, including the recent killing of Geor-
gian citizens Archil Tatunashvili, Giga
Otkhozoria, and Davit Basharuli;

(9) reaffirms the support of the United
States for a peaceful, unified Georgia and a
secure future for the region;

(10) reaffirms the necessity of the imple-
mentation of the August, 12, 2008, Ceasefire
Agreement that stipulates the withdrawal of
Russian Federation forces to their pre-con-
flict locations and establishes international
security mechanisms on the ground;

(11) emphasizes the importance of ensuring
the safe and dignified return of internally
displaced persons; and

(12) recognizes the Government of Geor-
gia’s ongoing efforts to strengthen democ-
racy in Georgia by implementing reforms
that expand media transparency and free-
doms, increase government transparency, ac-
countability, and responsiveness, promote
political competition and democratic elec-
toral processes, and strengthen judicial inde-
pendence and the rule of law.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 528—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 20
THROUGH MAY 26, 2018, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK”

Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. CARPER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Ms. SMITH, Mr. KING, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, and Mrs. FISCHER) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 528

Whereas public works infrastructure, fa-
cilities, and services are of vital importance
to the health, safety, and well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas the public works infrastructure,
facilities, and services could not be provided
without the dedicated efforts of public works
professionals, including engineers and ad-
ministrators, who represent State and local
governments throughout the United States;

Whereas public works professionals design,
build, operate, and maintain the transpor-
tation systems, water infrastructure, sewage
and refuse disposal systems, public buildings,
and other structures and facilities that are
vital to the people and communities of the
United States; and

Whereas understanding the role that public
infrastructure plays in protecting the envi-
ronment, improving public health and safe-
ty, contributing to economic vitality, and
enhancing the quality of life of every com-
munity of the United States is in the inter-
est of the people of the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 20 through
May 26, 2018, as ‘‘National Public Works
Week”’;

(2) recognizes and celebrates the important
contributions that public works profes-
sionals make every day to improve—

(A) the public infrastructure of the United
States; and

(B) the communities that public works pro-
fessionals serve; and

(3) urges individuals and communities
throughout the United States to join with
representatives of the Federal Government
and the American Public Works Association
in activities and ceremonies that are de-
signed—

(A) to pay tribute to the public works pro-
fessionals of the United States; and

(B) to recognize the substantial contribu-
tions that public works professionals make
to the United States.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  529—PRO-
MOTING MINORITY HEALTH

AWARENESS AND SUPPORTING
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL MINORITY HEALTH
MONTH IN APRIL 2018, WHICH IN-
CLUDE BRINGING ATTENTION TO
THE HEALTH DISPARITIES
FACED BY MINORITY POPU-
LATIONS OF THE UNITED
STATES SUCH AS AMERICAN IN-

DIANS, ALASKAN NATIVES,
ASIAN  AMERICANS, AFRICAN
AMERICANS, HISPANICS, AND

NATIVE HAWAIIANS OR OTHER
PACIFIC ISLANDERS

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. SCOTT,
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BROWN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
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SANDERS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WYDEN,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 529

Whereas the origin of National Minority
Health Month is National Negro Health
Week, established in 1915 by Dr. Booker T.
Washington;

Whereas the theme for National Minority
Health Month in 2018 is ‘‘Partnering for
Health Equity”’;

Whereas the Department of Health and
Human Services has set goals and strategies
to advance the safety, health, and well-being
of the people of the United States;

Whereas a study by the Joint Center for
Political and Economic Studies, entitled
“The Economic Burden of Health Inequal-
ities in the United States’, concludes that,
between 2003 and 2006, the combined cost of
health inequalities and premature death in
the United States was $1,240,000,000,000;

Whereas African American women were as
likely to have been diagnosed with breast
cancer as non-Hispanic White women, but
African American women were almost 41 per-
cent more likely to die from breast cancer
than non-Hispanic White women between
2011 and 2015;

Whereas African American women lose
their lives to cervical cancer at twice the
rate of non-Hispanic White women;

Whereas African American men are 60 per-
cent more likely to die from a stroke than
non-Hispanic White men;

Whereas Hispanics have higher rates of
end-stage renal disease caused by diabetes,
and are 40 percent more likely to die of dia-
betes, than non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas the HIV diagnosis rate among His-
panic men is more than 3 times the HIV di-
agnosis rate among non-Hispanic White men;

Whereas the HIV diagnosis rate among His-
panic women is more than 4 times the HIV
diagnosis rate among non-Hispanic White
women;

Whereas, in 2016, although African Ameri-
cans represented only 12 percent of the popu-
lation of the United States, African Ameri-
cans accounted for 44 percent of HIV infec-
tions;

Whereas, in 2015, African American youth
accounted for an estimated 55 percent, and
Hispanic youth accounted for an estimated
24 percent, of all new HIV infections among
youth in the United States;

Whereas, in 2016, Native Hawaiians and Pa-
cific Islanders were 1.6 times more likely to
be diagnosed with HIV than non-Hispanic
Whites;

Whereas Native Hawaiians living in the
State of Hawaii are 2.4 times more likely to
be diagnosed with diabetes than non-His-
panic Whites living in Hawaii;

Whereas Native Hawaiians and Pacific Is-
landers are 30 percent more likely to be diag-
nosed with cancer than non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas, although the prevalence of obe-
sity is high among all population groups in
the United States, in 2015, 44 percent of
American Indian and Alaskan Natives, 35
percent of Native Hawaiian and Pacific Is-
landers, 40 percent of African Americans, 32
percent of Hispanics, 29 percent of non-His-
panic Whites, and 11 percent of Asian Ameri-
cans more than 18 years old were obese (not
including overweight);

Whereas, in 2015, Asian Americans were 1.7
times more likely than non-Hispanic Whites
to contract Hepatitis A;

Whereas, among all ethnic groups in 2015,
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders had
the highest incidence of Hepatitis A;

Whereas Asian Americans are 2 times more
likely than non-Hispanic Whites to develop
chronic Hepatitis B;
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Whereas of the children living with diag-
nosed perinatal HIV in 2015, 64 percent were
African American, 15 percent were Hispanic,
and 11 percent were non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas the Department of Health and
Human Services has identified heart disease,
stroke, cancer, and diabetes as 4 of the 10
leading causes of death among American In-
dians and Alaskan Natives;

Whereas American Indians and Alaskan
Natives die from diabetes, alcoholism, unin-
tentional injuries, homicide, and suicide at
higher rates than other people in the United
States;

Whereas American Indians and Alaskan
Natives have a life expectancy that is 4.4
years shorter than the life expectancy of the
overall population of the United States;

Whereas African American women die from
childbirth or pregnancy-related causes at a
rate that is 3 to 4 times higher than the rate
for non-Hispanic White women;

Whereas African American babies are 3.2
times more likely than non-Hispanic White
babies to die due to complications related to
low birth weight;

Whereas American Indian and Alaskan Na-
tive babies are twice as likely as non-His-
panic White babies to die from sudden infant
death syndrome;

Whereas American Indian and Alaskan Na-
tives have 1.6 times the infant mortality rate
as that of non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas American Indian and Alaskan Na-
tive babies are 70 percent more likely to die
from accidental deaths before their first
birthday than non-Hispanic White babies;

Whereas sickle cell disease affects approxi-
mately 100,000 people in the United States,
occurring in approximately 1 out of every 365
African American births and 1 out of every
16,300 Hispanic births;

Whereas only 9.5 percent of Native Hawai-
ian and Pacific Islanders, 6.8 percent of
Asian Americans, 8 percent of Hispanics, 9
percent of African Americans, and 14 percent
of American Indians and Alaska Natives re-
ceived mental health treatment or coun-
seling in the past year, compared to 18 per-
cent of non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas marked differences in the social
determinants of health can lead to poor
health outcomes and declines in longevity;
and

Whereas community-based health care ini-
tiatives, such as prevention-focused pro-
grams, present a unique opportunity to use
innovative approaches to improve health
practices across the United States and to re-
duce disparities among racial and ethnic mi-
nority populations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the
goals and ideals of National Minority Health
Month in April 2018, which include bringing
attention to the health disparities faced by
minority populations in the United States,
such as American Indians, Alaskan Natives,
Asian Americans, African Americans, His-
panics, and Native Hawaiians or other Pa-
cific Islanders.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 530—RECOG-
NIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN HER-
ITAGE MONTH AS AN IMPOR-
TANT TIME TO CELEBRATE THE
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF
ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC
ISLANDERS TO THE HISTORY OF
THE UNITED STATES

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BENNET,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
CoONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Ms. HARRIS, Mr. KAINE,
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