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On September 5, Trump called on 

Congress to ‘‘legalize DACA.’’ But 
since then, he has rejected six bipar-
tisan proposals to achieve that. He has 
even rejected a $25 billion bipartisan 
offer to build his border wall. Mexico, 
of course, was supposed to pay for that 
wall. 

We provided the money in a bill that 
also provided protection for the Dream-
ers. The President rejected it. Instead, 
he has tried to put the entire hard-line 
immigration agenda on the backs of 
the Dreamers. President Trump has 
said that he will support legalization 
for Dreamers only if Congress passes 
his plan, which would, among other 
things, cut legal immigration to the 
United States by more than 40 percent. 

There are people within this adminis-
tration and some within the Senate 
who really despise immigrants, and 
you can see it. They want to cut legal 
immigration to the United States. 
That would be the largest cut in immi-
gration in almost 100 years. 

Earlier this year, the Senate decided 
to vote on President Trump’s plan—the 
one he supports. It failed; it failed 
badly when 39 Senators voted for it, 
and 60 voted against it. President 
Trump is holding Dreamers hostage to 
an immigration plan that is so extreme 
that many of his own party members 
do not support it. 

Over the years, I have come to the 
floor of the Senate more than 100 times 
to tell the stories of Dreamers. I could 
give these speeches endlessly. I don’t 
think they have the impact of coming 
to know the young people who are en-
gaged and involved and at risk in this 
political debate. 

This is Dalia Larios, the 114th 
Dreamer I have introduced on the floor 
of the Senate. She was brought to the 
United States from Mexico when she 
was 10 years old. She grew up in Mesa, 
AZ. She remembers celebrating the 
Fourth of July, going to school dances, 
and of course, watching the Super 
Bowl. 

Her parents were hard workers who 
usually had two or three jobs. They 
taught her that although there were 
many things she could not control, she 
could control how long she studied and 
how much time she devoted to school. 
She did; Dalia graduated from high 
school in the top 1 percent of her class. 
She was named the most outstanding 
life science student in school. Not only 
did she excel academically, she com-
pleted over 150 hours of community 
service. 

She is a remarkable young woman. 
She started an after-school dance pro-
gram for at-risk children and was the 
first place State champion in both 
French and constitutional debate. 

Dalia then attended Barrett, the 
Honors College at Arizona State Uni-
versity. She majored in biological 
sciences—specifically genetics, cell, 
and developmental biology. She contin-
ued her community service volun-
teering as an English and biology tutor 
at a number of health clinics. Dalia 

graduated with a perfect 4.0 GPA and 
received a number of awards, including 
the School of Life Sciences award for 
plant-based research on cervical and 
breast cancer vaccines. 

Today, Dalia is a fourth year medical 
student at Harvard Medical School. 
She is researching lung cancer and 
lung transplants at Brigham and Wom-
en’s Hospital and the Dana-Farber Can-
cer Institute. 

In 2016 she won the Robert Ebert 
Prize for Healthcare Delivery Research 
or Service for her work on designing a 
student-led health coaching program to 
improve health outcomes in complex 
diabetic patients, and what did she 
dream to be? A cardiothoracic surgeon. 

Dalia wrote me a letter. She said: 
For many, DACA may be a political bar-

gain. For me, it is my life. And [because of 
DACA,] for the first time ever, I have been 
able to live a life that is not just rooted in 
dreams but rather the realization of those 
dreams. It has been a gateway to change, in-
clusion and meaningful integration into the 
country I call home and desperately hope to 
serve. 

At least 65 additional Dreamers were 
enrolled in medical school this last 
school year, but without DACA these 
Dreamers could be deported back to 
their countries, where they haven’t 
lived since they were little kids. Will 
America be a stronger country if we 
ask Dalia to leave—this Harvard Med-
ical School graduate, who wants to be 
a cardiothoracic surgeon? If we tell 
her, ‘‘We don’t need you; go to some 
another country,’’ are we better off for 
that? Of course, not. We are stronger to 
have people like Dalia in the United 
States. 

The Association of American Medical 
Colleges states that the Nation’s doc-
tor shortage is going to continue. Both 
the AMA and the Association of Amer-
ican Medical Colleges have warned that 
ending DACA could make it even hard-
er to deal with the physician shortage 
in the United States. They caution 
that President Trump’s reversal in pol-
icy ‘‘could have severe consequences 
for many in the health care workforce, 
impacting patients and our nation’s 
health care system.’’ 

I personally think it would be a trag-
edy to deport someone like Dalia, who 
has so much to contribute to America. 

President Trump created the DACA 
crisis. Instead of working toward a so-
lution, he has sabotaged every effort 
we have made to support and save the 
Dreamers. Now it is up to the Repub-
lican majority in Congress to accept 
one of the six bipartisan solutions on 
the table to save these young people. 

Congress should do its job and make 
the Dream Act the law of the land, or 
we are going to be responsible for the 
fate of wonderful young women like 
this. This amazing young woman could 
be saving lives in America as a sur-
geon, or we can deport her back to 
Mexico. What sense would that make? 

Currently, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives is debating when and if to 
return to the immigration debate. It is 
fortunate that 20 Republicans have had 

the courage to step up so far, and I 
hope more will join them to say: We 
have to do something. We can’t just let 
this happen without an effort to pass a 
bill to solve the problem. 

The same thing could be said of the 
Senate. That is why I am hoping that 
at the end of the day, we can put this 
kind of Dream Act and DACA bill back 
into active consideration on the floor 
of the Senate. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

TILLIS). The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1615 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, as in 

legislation session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on the Ju-
diciary be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 1615; that the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation; that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed, and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, reserving 
the right to object, this is an issue on 
which Congress needs to act. Congress 
does, in fact, have authority to pass 
laws governing immigration and natu-
ralization within our system, but this 
particular unanimous consent request 
represents an attempt to pass a major 
piece of legislation without any oppor-
tunity for debate, any opportunity for 
input from the American people, or any 
opportunity for amendments by indi-
vidual Members. If we pass it this way, 
we will be cutting the American people 
out of the debate. 

Moreover, we also need to address the 
draws for illegal immigration. If we are 
going to address the needs of those who 
have been brought here unlawfully by 
no fault of their own while they were 
infants or minors, we need to make 
sure that we are not going to continue 
to draw people in unlawfully and that 
we are not going to continue to have 
people in various parts of the world 
sending their children here unlawfully, 
unaccompanied on many occasions and 
being subjected to sexual assault and 
all other kinds of abuse in the process. 
We do need to fix the underlying prob-
lem. 

For that reason, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am 

just going to respond briefly. 
The bill that I asked to be called 

today for a vote was debated at length 
over a period of 17 years with numerous 
committee meetings. This is not an 
open-ended bill. There is a deadline. To 
qualify for it, one must have been in 
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the United States already for over a 
year. So it would not be a magnet for 
those who would like to come and take 
advantage of it in the future. It 
wouldn’t apply to them, but it does 
apply to 1.8 million who would be eligi-
ble for citizenship. 

I am sorry that there was an objec-
tion, but I will continue to work with 
Members on both sides of the aisle to 
resolve this. We owe it to Dalia and to 
many others like her who are waiting 
for Congress to act. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE). 

The Senator from North Carolina. 
CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF PASTOR ANDREW 

BRUNSON 
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, sadly, I 

have to do a speech that I promised I 
would do every week until we find jus-
tice for someone who has been in a 
Turkish prison now for a number of 
days. This is Pastor Brunson. He is a 
Presbyterian minister from Black 
Mountain. He has been in Turkey for 20 
years, doing missionary work for a 
small church that I will describe brief-
ly later. 

On October 4, 2016, he was swept up in 
President Erdogan’s regime’s reaction 
to an unlawful coup—a coup that I dis-
agree with. I believe in a peaceful tran-
sition of power, and I do believe that 
people who are responsible for it should 
be subject to Turkish laws. But the 
roundup of people by President 
Erdogan—he cast a very wide net— 
went so far beyond any reasonable ex-
pectation of people who could have 
been involved in the coup attempt. On 
October 4, 2016, a Presbyterian minister 
from Black Mountain, NC—the same 
church that Billy Graham was a part 
of—found himself arrested on charges 
for being a potential terrorist and plot-
ting a coup. 

He is in a Turkish prison. He has 
been in that prison now for 593 days— 
593 days, almost 17 months—without 
charges. He is held in a prison cell that 
is designed for 8 people but has 21 peo-
ple in it. He is not really allowed to 
speak with his family. In fact, the only 
family he has seen over the last 593 
days has been his wife, because they 
have been afraid to let his children 
come into the country for fear that 
they would not be allowed to leave, nor 
will his wife Norine leave the country 
for fear that she will not be able to 
come back. She is his only connection 
to his family. It has been 593 days. 

I want to go back and tell you what 
really underlines why they think this 
Presbyterian minister is a part of the 
coup attempt or a terrorist organiza-
tion. It is because they believe that re-
ligions in the United States are some-
how joined together in this intel-
ligence-gathering network so that, in-
stead of doing missionary work, they 
can go into these countries and infil-
trate their systems and then force 
coups or support or provide aid to peo-
ple who would commit a terrorist act 
against the Turkish homeland—some-
thing that I would object to and some-

thing of which I would say that any-
body who does that should be subject 
to Turkish law. 

They believe this of Pastor Brunson, 
a pastor of a church in Izmir, who for 
many years, when he was doing mis-
sionary work, didn’t even have a 
church. They finally were able to get 
the resources together. They have 50 
members. This is a 50-member con-
gregation in a church in Izmir, which is 
one of the more populous cities in the 
Turkey. 

This is a very small church. On a 
packed day, on a Sunday, you may be 
able to fit 120 people in it. They open 
the doors so that people walking down 
the street can hear what they are talk-
ing about. They open the windows. 
They invite anybody in it. 

Part of the case is that they believe 
that people who have entered that 
church are Kurdish, and because they 
are Kurdish, they must be associated 
with the PKK, and if they are associ-
ated with the PKK, then, clearly, they 
were involved with terrorist attempts 
against Turkey. 

This church was also used in evi-
dence. You see the picture. There is a 
small room upstairs in this very small 
church. There have been over one dozen 
secret witnesses. In a Turkish court, he 
doesn’t have a trial by jury. He has 
three judges, and there is a prosecutor 
who is elevated, effectively, to be an-
other judge, whom he is testifying be-
fore. One of the secret witnesses said 
that he clearly is guilty of nefarious 
activity because one night he saw a 
window open in this church for about 4 
hours. That was the evidence sub-
mitted. 

There is a problem with that. No. 1, 
generally speaking, in our country, 
having a light on doesn’t necessarily go 
directly to being prosecuted for ter-
rorism or conspiracy to commit ter-
rorism. There is another problem with 
this allegation. This room doesn’t have 
a window. There is no possible way 
somebody could have seen the light. 
Even if you would argue that seeing a 
light could somehow be linked to ter-
rorist activity, you can’t even see it. 

To make matters worse, after more 
than a dozen secret witnesses came on, 
many of them in Turkish prisons them-
selves for the prosecution, the defense 
asked if they had 10 witnesses who 
would testify on his behalf. The judges 
said they would not be allowed to tes-
tify because they are suspects. They 
haven’t been charged with anything, 
necessarily. They may not even be in-
carcerated, but they are suspects. 
Therefore, he has no opportunity what-
soever to defend himself. 

I am about to go back and do a final 
vote on the National Defense Author-
ization Act. We have to get President 
Erdogan’s attention. In a bill that we 
are going to have on this floor in the 
next couple of weeks, I believe we are 
going to send a very clear message to 
the President and to the people of Tur-
key to treat our people fairly, to treat 
with respect a nation that is prepared 

to send American men and women to 
Turkey to fight and die for their free-
dom. If they don’t, then we are going 
to have to continue to up the tempera-
ture until justice is done for Pastor 
Brunson and others in Turkish prisons. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, all postcloture 
time on the McWilliams nominations 
be considered expired at 12 noon on 
Thursday, May 24; further, that if clo-
ture is invoked on the Evans nomina-
tion, the time until 1:45 p.m. be equally 
divided in the usual form, and at 1:45 
p.m., the Senate vote on the nomina-
tion; finally, that if any of the nomina-
tions are confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TILLIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that at a time 
to be determined by the majority lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic leader, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session for the consideration of 
the following nomination: Executive 
Calendar No. 603. I ask consent that 
there be 10 hours of debate equally di-
vided in the usual form and that fol-
lowing the use or yielding back of 
time, the Senate vote on the nomina-
tion with no intervening action or de-
bate; that if confirmed, the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table; that the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action; that no further motions be in 
order; and that any statements relat-
ing to the nomination be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VA MISSION BILL 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate today passed the VA MISSION Act, 
a long overdue piece legislation of that 
would finally provide an overhaul of 
the healthcare system at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs that is des-
perately needed. The bill would 
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