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grateful for all that you do. We know
that the weight of what you do every
day is heavy, we thank you for your
dedication, and we honor your service.
May God bless you and your families.

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, today,
during National Police Week, I wish to
recognize and honor the men and
women who serve as New Jersey’s po-
lice officers and law enforcement offi-
cials. We owe a great debt of gratitude
to the professionals working in law en-
forcement who risk their lives each and
every day for the safety of all New
Jerseyans. These American heroes an-
swer the call when we need them the
most, and we stand together as a grate-
ful nation in saying thank you.

Established by a joint resolution of
Congress, National Police Week de-
votes special appreciation to those
members of law enforcement who have
lost their lives in the line of duty for
the safety and protection of the people
they serve. In a proclamation issued 56
years ago, President John F. Kennedy
recognized the national importance of
honoring our law enforcement profes-
sionals by designating the 15th of May
as Peace Officers Memorial Day and
the week in which that date falls as
National Police Week.

Today I want to pay special homage
to New Jersey’s fallen police officers.
These heroes made the ultimate sac-
rifice in service to our State. Though
they are no longer with us, we stand
proud and united knowing that they
continue to be commemorated by their
fellow New Jerseyans and by their fel-
low brothers and sisters in blue. Their
courage, spirit of service, and commit-
ment has allowed the people of New
Jersey to be safe and secure. For their
service and their sacrifice, we are eter-
nally grateful.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, as
we observe National Police Week, I rise
today to recognize Sean Matthew
Suiter and Sander Benjamin Cohen,
two Maryland law enforcement officers
who lost their lives in the line of duty
in 2017. It is important that we give
thanks to all the men and women who
put themselves at risk every day to
protect our communities.

Sean Suiter was an 18-year veteran
who was shot in west Baltimore while
investigating a triple homicide. Rel-
atives describe him as an anchor in his
family, devoted to his wife and three
children who ‘‘. . . was focused on try-
ing to [. . .] raise them to be strong
and good citizens.”

Sander Cohen, who served as deputy
chief in the Maryland Office of the
State Fire Marshal was killed in De-
cember while assisting a disabled mo-
torist. His friends and family describe
him as funny with an infectious smile
and as ‘“‘an example of the good in peo-
ple.”

As a member of the Appropriations
Committee, I will continue to support
programs that provide our law enforce-
ment officers with the funding and
training they need to protect them-
selves and our communities.
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Police officers bear a unique burden.
While we can never fully repay them
for their sacrifices, we should all take
the time to thank police officers who
put their lives on the line every day to
protect our safety. We must honor
their sacrifice and support the families
of those we have lost in the line of
duty.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DR. AROL

AUGSBURGER
e Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor Dr. Arol

Augsburger who will be retiring from
his position as the president of the Illi-
nois College of Optometry, ICO, on
June 30, 2018. During his 16-year tenure
at the ICO, which is located on the
near southside of Chicago, the perform-
ance of the student body exceeded na-
tional averages. This achievement
showcases Dr. Augsburger’s positive
impact on the college. In addition, ICO
doubled its investable assets, and its
on-campus clinic was able to grow to
accommodate over 110,000 visits annu-
ally. This on-campus clinic, the Illinois
Eye Institute, is the largest safety net
provider of eye and vision care in Illi-
nois, and it offers ICO students a
unique opportunity for robust clinical
training—something that is not avail-
able at other institutions.

Prior to Dr. Augsburger’s appoint-
ment at ICO in 2002, he served for 30
years in a variety of leadership posi-
tions in higher education. He served as
the interim provost of the University
of Alabama at Birmingham, UAB, dean
and professor of the UAB School of Op-
tometry, and professor of clinical op-
tometry at the Ohio State University
College of Optometry. Dr. Augsburger
has also served as president of Associa-
tion of Schools and Colleges of Optom-
etry, the National Board of Examiners
in Optometry and the Rotary Club of
Chicago, Rotary 1, the world’s first Ro-
tary Club and as the immediate-past
chairman of the ROTARY/One Founda-
tion. Additionally, Dr. Augsburger
served as the 2014-2015 chairman of the
board of the Federation of Independent
Illinois Colleges and Universities, on
the Near South Planning Board of Chi-
cago, and the Jackson Park Hospital
Foundation Board. He was also on the
Special Medical Advisory Group of the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.

In addition to being named Optom-
etrist of the Year in three States, Dr.
Augsburger was named National Doc-
tor of Optometry of the Year and a Dis-
tinguished Service Award recipient by
the American Optometric Association.
In June of 2014, he was inducted into
the National Optometry Hall of Fame.

I applaud Dr. Augsburger’s commend-
able work as the president of ICO and
in the field of optometry. Students, pa-
tients, and Illinois constituents have
greatly benefited from his lifetime of
commitment to education and optom-
etry.e

May 17, 2018

REMEMBERING CHRISTOPHER P.
STADELMAN

e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I wish
today to honor the life of a West Vir-
ginia son and selfless public servant,
Christopher P. Stadelman.

After the news that Chris lost his
hard-fought, 4-year battle with colon
cancer on Friday, May 11, 2018, loved
ones and friends from across West Vir-
ginia joined in a chorus of sadness for
the loss of such a remarkable person,
but also thankfulness for the inspiring
life he lived.

Chris dedicated his life to serving the
people of West Virginia as a journalist
and editor at the Charleston Daily
Mail, as the co-owner and operator of
the Parsons Advocate with his incred-
ible wife, Kelly, and as communica-
tions director and chief of staff for
Governor Earl Ray Tomblin. Chris said
these were his ‘‘dream jobs’, and he
certainly made an enduring impact
through each one of them.

Chris and Kelly called two places
home: Charleston and Thomas, WV. He
is a member of the Marshall University
Journalism Hall of Fame and was
named a Distinguished West Virginian
by Governor Tomblin and an Honorary
Mountaineer Brigadier by MG James
Hoyer of the West Virginia National
Guard.

He loved the news and seemed to al-
ways know the latest news well before
it broke. He loved debating politics and
policy. He loved baseball, especially
the Pittsburgh Pirates. He loved his
dogs. Above all, he loved Kelly.

When they ran the Parsons Advocate
together, Chris would often go to the
scene of news and report back to Kelly
in the newsroom. For 18 years, they
were partners in every sense, and she
was his rock as he fought colon cancer
with fearless resolve.

During his 4-year battle, on most
days, you wouldn’t have known Chris
was sick. In the Governor’s office, he
was often the first to arrive in the
mornings and the last to leave. After
the tragic flooding that took 23 lives in
West Virginia in 2016, Chris was tire-
less in finding ways to help West Vir-
ginians recover, even leading the
charge to establish a program that has
helped people rebuild their homes.

It is because of all of this and so
much more that Chris has been sur-
rounded with a family of friends and
supporters who proudly proclaim the
name Team Stadelman.

I have always been moved by Chris’s
inspiring life, and my abiding thoughts
and prayers are with Kelly; his mom,
Nancy; his stepmom, Helen; his sib-
lings, Matt, Jonathan, Philip, and Ra-
chel; and all of Team Stadelman.

Last year, Chris’s father, Paul, lost
his own battle with cancer. When re-
flecting on his son’s illness, Paul
wrote, ‘“‘So much has been shared. So
much has been given. So much has
been accomplished.”

And for that, West Virginia is so
much better.e



May 17, 2018

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM “PAT”’
PATTON GETTY III

e Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor William Patton Getty
III for his decades of service to the peo-
ple of my home State of West Virginia
and the surrounding region.

A native of Pittsburgh, PA, Pat has
always showcased a passion for giving
back to the communities and the peo-
ple of this special region, and my wife,
Gayle, and I are so very proud to call
him a dear friend. He has been a part of
the Claude Worthington Benedum
Foundation for more than 24 years,
serving as president since 1998 and a
trustee since 1994. The foundation
serves the people of West Virginia,
southwestern Pennsylvania, and the
multistate economic region centered
on Pittsburgh.

In addition to his role with the foun-
dation, he serves on numerous boards
and committees that range from efforts
in economic and community develop-
ment, to policy research, to attracting
and retaining diverse talent, to the
statewide economic development ini-
tiative in West Virginia, called Vision
Shared. He was a founding member and
past chair of the Fund for the Advance-
ment of Minorities through Education,
a past board member of the Boys and
Girls Clubs of Western Pennsylvania, a
past member of the West Virginia Jobs
Cabinet, and served on the advisory
board for the West Virginia Teacher
Quality Initiative. He also serves on
the implementation committee of the
Tri-State Shale Coalition, which is a
collaborative effort by the Governors
of West Virginia, Ohio, and Pennsyl-
vania seeking to optimize downstream
economic development pertaining to
shale gas and especially modern manu-
facturing. Since 2006, he has been a
leader of Power of 32, a 32-county, four-
State economic development project in
the Pittsburgh region.

Prior to beginning his role as presi-
dent of the foundation in 1999, Pat had
practiced law with Pittsburgh’s firm,
Meyer, Unkovic, and Scott for nearly
30 years. In addition to his work at the
foundation, Pat has had an unparal-
leled commitment to advancing edu-
cational opportunities for young people
and enhancing the quality of life in the
region. Countless families have felt the
impact of his outstanding efforts and
leadership, and he has had a hand in
preparing the future leaders of our re-
gion to be well-prepared, inspired, and
unafraid of creativity, no matter their
circumstances.

The people of the region Pat and I
share have an exceptional can-do spir-
it, a neighborly love that is unrelent-
ing, and are grounded by the same core
principle: to help others be the best
they can be. That is Pat’s legacy as a
public servant and as a leader, and
there is no greater achievement than
to be in a position to give back to the
communities you love.

While he is retiring and everyone is
certain to miss his strong leadership,
Pat’s dedication and commitment to
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excellence will leave a lasting legacy
with the countless lives he has
touched. Again, I congratulate Pat for
his remarkable years of service, and I
am honored to wish good health and
much happiness to him and his family
in the days and years ahead.e
———

TRIBUTE TO KEILAN McWHORTER

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
am pleased to recognize Keilan
McWhorter, the Franklin County
Teacher of the Year from Franklin
County School in Eastpoint, FL.

Keilan grew up in a small agricul-
tural community in Albany, KY. After
graduating from Clinton County High
School in 1987, he started college at
Gulf Coast Community College, later
transferring to Florida State Univer-
sity, graduating in 1992. When at FSU,
he completed his teacher training re-
quirements while working on his plant
physiology research. Shortly after,
Keilan moved to Rickards High School
in Tallahassee and completed his stu-
dent teaching requirements.

Keilan began his first full-time
teaching opportunity teaching biology
and chemistry at Shanks High School
in Quincy. He also served as depart-
ment chair for 3 years and coached
baseball for the Shanks Tigers.

Keilan then moved to Panama City
and began a job at Rutherford High
School, teaching higher level biology
for the International Baccalaureate
Program, where he later served as de-
partment chair. He taught within the
IB program for 16 years before coming
to the Franklin County School, where
he has been a valued faculty member
for nearly 4 years.

I extend my best wishes to Keilan for
his dedication to teaching students. I
look forward to hearing of his contin-
ued success in his future endeavors.e

———
TRIBUTE TO JOY PRESCOTT

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Joy Prescott, the Glades
County Teacher of the Year from
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School in
Okeechobee, FL.

Joy employs a simple teaching phi-
losophy that creates a fun learning en-
vironment that is welcoming and, most
importantly, safe. In her classroom,
her students know it is okay to make
mistakes.

Joy indeed has a record of excellence
as demonstrated in 2005 when her stu-
dents made the most writing gains in
Florida and in 2006 when she was
named New Endeavor High School’s
Teacher of the Year.

Joy is a lifelong resident of Okee-
chobee County and spent the first 13
years of her teaching career giving
back to the students in her hometown.
She has been with Pemayetv Emahakv
Charter School for the past 4 years,
where she and her colleagues work to
help preserve the Seminole Tribe of
Florida’s cultures and traditions. She
currently teaches fourth-grade math.
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I offer my best wishes to Joy and I
look forward to learning of her contin-
ued success in the years ahead.®

———

TRIBUTE TO ES SWIHART

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
am pleased to honor Es Swihart, the
Sarasota County Teacher of the Year
from Riverview High School in Sara-
sota, FL.

After Es was presented with the
Teacher of the Year award, she was
asked what inspires her. She stated it
was her fellow teachers that offer in-
spiration, through the long hours and
their desire to teach lessons in new
ways, plus the creative veracity with
which educators make space for stu-
dents as they learn to navigate the
world and allow students to value their
own voice serves as inspiration.

Es notes the desire for students to
come to class each day while shoul-
dering the weight of what they carry,
sometimes gracefully and sometimes
with awkward honesty, inspires her the
most. Their optimistic view of the
world and wanting others to see them
for who they truly are serve as her mo-
tivation as their teacher.

As an English teacher, Es teaches her
students to analyze everything, wheth-
er it be books or movies that are recent
or decades old. She knows her students
are understanding and experiencing
educational growth when they realize
books from the 1500s through 1600s can
still be relevant today. Her colleagues
note she opens up pathways to lan-
guage with her content and is focused
on the learning process for all of her
students.

I am thankful to learn of Es’s com-
mitment to teaching. I extend my best
wishes to her on receiving this impor-
tant award and look forward to hearing
of her continued success in her future
endeavors.e

——————

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
EMBASSY THEATRE

® Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I wish to
rise today to formally recognize the
90th anniversary of the Embassy The-
atre in Fort Wayne, IN. Since its
founding on May 14 1928, the Embassy
has remained Indiana’s leading self-
sustaining historic theatre, welcoming
more than 130,000 patrons each year.
Originally built as a movie palace and
vaudeville house, the theatre featured
regal entertainment with a complete
Page theatre pipe organ. At the height
of its popularity, the Embassy fre-
quently hosted decorated artists, in-
cluding musician Tony Bennett and co-
median Victor Borge. It wasn’t until
the evolution of television that the
theater’s popularity began to fade.

In 1972, the Embassy was threatened
to be demolished, but several Hoosiers
in the Fort Wayne community formed
the Embassy Theatre Foundation to
preserve its historical significance.
Now in its 90th year, the Embassy The-
atre continues to feature national
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