January 18, 2018

run a $3 trillion government on a
month-by-month basis. It is unfair to
everybody. We have to sit down and ne-
gotiate a serious budget agreement.
And what Republicans must under-
stand is that, yes, they have a 51-to-49
majority here in the Senate, but you
need 60 votes to pass this type of legis-
lation. You need 60 votes, and that
means you cannot do it alone. You can-
not give the Democratic caucus a fait
accompli and expect Democrats to say:
Oh, yes, sir, we are going to follow you.
This requires bipartisan discussion on
the parity issue and domestic spending
and bipartisan discussion on DACA.

We have a strong majority of Mem-
bers of the Senate who support a
Dreamers piece of legislation and a
path toward citizenship. We have a
strong majority of the American people
and a strong majority of Members of
the Senate who want disaster relief.
This should not be a difficult problem.
The American people want a resolu-
tion, and they want it done in a bipar-
tisan way. Let’s do it. Let’s not kick
the can down the road. Republicans
must understand that they must nego-
tiate in a bipartisan way.

With that, I yield the floor and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF ALABAMA CRIMSON
TIDE FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE 2018 NATIONAL COLLE-
GIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to offer my congratulations to
the University of Alabama’s Crimson
Tide on the 2018 College Football Play-
off National Championship victory
against the University of Georgia Bull-
dogs.

I join the University of Alabama, the
Crimson Tide Faithful, and the entire
State of Alabama—my State—in com-
mending this team on its hard-fought
win and for showing perseverance in
the midst of adversity time and time
again. This year, the Tide overcame a
host of injuries and midseason strug-
gles to reach this achievement. The
team even had to overcome, as the Pre-
siding Officer will recall, a 13-point def-
icit in the second half of the champion-
ship game in Atlanta, winning ulti-
mately 26 to 23 in the first overtime in
a college football playoff national
championship game. What a game.

Under Head Coach Nick Saban’s lead-
ership, the Crimson Tide fought to earn
its fifth national title since 2009—dem-
onstrating, I believe, nearly 10 years of
dominance. This year’s team, among
other things, won various awards.
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Minkah Fitzpatrick, who is a safety,
won the Bednarik Award for best defen-
sive player in the Nation and the
Thorpe Award for best defensive back
in the Nation. He was also named Asso-
ciated Press First Team All-American.

Bradley Bozeman, an offensive line-
man, was nhamed AP Second Team All-
American.

Jonah Williams, an offensive line-
man, was named AP Third Team All-
American.

Additionally, five players on the Uni-
versity of Alabama’s football team
were named First Team All-SEC.

Head Coach Nick Saban has now won
six college football national champion-
ships, equaling the record of former
Alabama football Head Coach Paul
“Bear’” Bryant. The Crimson Tide
coaching staff has helped produce high-
caliber student athletes and gentle-
men. This team has brought great
pride to the University of Alabama, the
loyal fans of the Crimson Tide, and to
the entire State of Alabama.

I would like to take a minute to
thank Crimson Tide Head Coach Nick
Saban, Athletic Director Greg Byrne,
President Stuart Bell, and Chancellor
Ray Hayes for their leadership.

Mr. President, at this time, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
375, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 375) congratulating
the University of Alabama Crimson Tide
football team for winning the 2018 National
Collegiate Athletic Association College
Football Playoff National Championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE
PROGRAM

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, con-
stituents of mine are hearing today
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that there is a looming government
shutdown—Friday at midnight; that if
Congress hasn’t passed a spending bill,
it is possible the government could
shut down. That would be a big mis-
take. Government shutdowns do not
make sense.

We have legislation called End Gov-
ernment Shutdowns, by the way, which
says that when Congress doesn’t do
their appropriations bills on time—
which is never or rarely—that there
should not be a shutdown; rather, con-
tinue the spending from the previous
year, but ratchet it down over time to
give the Appropriations Committee and
Congress and the Senate an incentive
to get the job done. But let’s not shut
down the government. When we do
that, it doesn’t help anybody. It
doesn’t help us as taxpayers because we
end up coming back and paying people,
and the inefficiencies of it create more
costs. So I hope we are not even talk-
ing about that.

In the so-called continuing resolu-
tion, which is a short-term spending
bill—which, again, is not the best way
to govern, but that is what our choice
is—in that continuing resolution to
keep the government from shutting
down, there is also, as I understand it,
going to be something that is very
good for our country. So, one, shutting
down doesn’t make sense, but two, let’s
be sure that the short-term spending
bill that we do pass includes something
very important—important to about
219,000 children in my home State of
Ohio and millions of families around
the country who depend on a program
called the Children’s Health Insurance
Program, CHIP.

CHIP has traditionally been a bipar-
tisan program. It is supported by
Democrats and Republicans alike. In
fact, the reauthorization of the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program,
CHIP, came out of the Finance Com-
mittee with a vote that was unani-
mous—Republicans and Democrats
alike. Again, that doesn’t happen
often. It happened because people be-
lieve it is important to have that safe-
ty net program for our kids and for
those families.

Right now, that program is really on
life support. We are told that if we do
not extend that program, some States
will begin running out of money even
in the next few weeks. One of those
States could be Ohio, we are told. The
numbers are not exactly accurate, I
don’t think, because nobody Kknows.
That makes it very unpredictable and
uncertain for those families and chil-
dren. We know there are States run-
ning out of money right now.

By the way, the program ended in
September, and since September 30, it
has been given these short-term au-
thorizations. That doesn’t make sense.

My understanding is that the House
of Representatives is going to actually
put into the continuing resolution that
they are going to send over here a
longer term extension of the Children’s
Health Insurance Program—in fact, a
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6-year extension, which would be the
longest extension ever. I think that is
very important.

I heard from some families last week
in Ohio who are wondering: Are you
guys going to actually provide us with
the certainty that our kids can con-
tinue to receive the treatment they are
getting?

These are children who have serious
health problems and who need that
kind of care and rely on CHIP to pro-
vide it.

For all the disagreements we have in
this Chamber—and there are plenty of
them—there will be healthy and spir-
ited debate on lots of issues later
today, I am sure. This is one on which
we can come together and agree that
children should have that basic
healthcare.

I came to the Senate floor last
month—back in December—to strongly
urge my colleagues and the leadership
on both sides of the aisle to take the
politics out of this and get CHIP done,
get the long-term authorization done,
in the last spending bill. That was not
done. In fact, it was just a short-term
extension of CHIP that basically coin-
cides with the spending bills. That was
disappointing. I said so at the time. It
was not done last time. That was a
mistake. Now we have the opportunity
to do it. Let’s take that opportunity. I
am here to once again say, let’s act to
provide that long-term stability in the
program.

Again, I am encouraged by what I
hear—that the House of Representa-
tives is likely to include that stability
to ensure that children everywhere can
receive adequate and affordable
healthcare. The House 6-year extension
would also return CHIP to a traditional
Federal-State partnership, which has
been a bipartisan effort, and provide
additional protections for low-income
children and more flexibility for the
States.

There are some changes to the pro-
gram and some reforms to the program
that have been bipartisan through
committee, and I am hopeful that will
be part of it as well.

The House bill that includes this
CHIP extension—it would be the long-
est extension since the creation of the
program more than 20 years ago. In-
stead of these short-term ones, we are
going to have a long-term extension, if
we can pass this. By doing it long term,
the Congressional Budget Office says
we will actually save taxpayers $1 bil-
lion. Having that predictability and
certainty—not having the start-and-
stop nature of CHIP—saves taxpayers
money.

Is this CR perfect in terms of
healthcare? No. There are other things
we should do as well. We can do that
with regard to the longer term spend-
ing bill we will probably be doing a
couple of weeks from now or a few
weeks from now or whenever we come
to the end of whatever the continuing
resolution is tomorrow.

We do need to find long-term funding
solutions for community health cen-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ters, for instance. Again, that has been
bipartisan in the past. These centers
have been very effective in dealing
with issues that relate to our commu-
nities, health issues, such as opioid ad-
diction. Community health centers
have been very helpful in providing
treatment to people, particularly in
rural areas that don’t have access to
other healthcare treatment centers. We
should provide them with that long-
term funding and certainty.

I hope my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle will vote to extend
these important health insurance pro-
grams for our children. Again, CHIP
stands for Children’s Health Insurance
Program. It should not be a bargaining
chip for other political purposes. Let’s
get that done. This is a chance for ev-
erybody to ensure that we have that
certainty for our children and help
them to live up to their God-given po-
tential in life.

—————

STOP ENABLING SEX
TRAFFICKERS ACT

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I want
to talk about another vulnerable group
of Americans. This is an issue that
doesn’t relate to the looming govern-
ment shutdown or the spending bill
that will avoid that shutdown, but it
relates to another issue that Congress
has the opportunity to address this
month.

January is Human Trafficking Pre-
vention Month. Last Thursday was Na-
tional Human Trafficking Awareness
Day. We had a lot of people here in
town talking about that issue.

I think everybody in this Chamber
would agree with me that we live in a
great country. We are blessed to be
Americans. In this age of rapid sci-
entific, medical, and technological in-
novation, we have been able to change
the world in positive ways. That is
good. But something else is happening
that is discouraging; that is, in this
country, in the 21st century, we are ac-
tually seeing an increase in a part of
human trafficking, and that is heart-
breaking. This is sex trafficking that is
occurring in our country. Often it in-
volves children, underage, who are
being sold much like property. Experts
tell us that this increase is happening
primarily for one reason and one rea-
son alone, and that is because of the
internet. It is sort of the dark side of
the internet. It is a ruthlessly efficient
way to conduct this trafficking busi-
ness.

This is a stain on our national char-
acter. It is something we should all be
involved with, Republican and Demo-
crat alike, all of us as Americans, to
say: Let’s push back. Let’s not allow
our country, during this period of so
many positive technological changes,
to use this technology—in this case,
online websites selling people—in a
way that devastates these families and
creates so many dislocations in our
communities. Traffickers are using the
internet because of the fact that Con-
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gress—the House and the Senate—
passed legislation 21 years ago that
they are able to hide behind. They have
immunity under the Federal law called
the Communications Decency Act.
Ironically, it was actually put in place
to push back against child pornog-
raphy—in other words, to protect chil-
dren from viewing pornography. It is
being used now to say: Well, we don’t
have responsibilities as websites even
if we knowingly are selling children
online. Can you imagine that?

Our legislation to deal with that is
something we have been working on for
a couple of years. We had a 2-year in-
vestigation on this online trafficking.
It focused a lot on one website—an evil
website that sells people online and
knowingly has been providing ads out
there for underage girls and boys—
backpage.com. As we looked into it and
did more research, it became clear that
even though they were doing this and
even though there were people suing
them because of it, none of the law-
suits were successful—whether from
prosecutors or victims, whether crimi-
nal suits or civil suits—because of this
immunity they were claiming under
Federal law.

We found out that backpage.com—
this one website—was responsible for
about 75 percent of all child trafficking
reports that the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children was re-
ceiving. In other words, the great ma-
jority of this was happening on this
one website. We found out there has
been a dramatic increase in trafficking
because of this ruthless online effi-
ciency.

When we got through our investiga-
tion, we also found out that this
website actually knew that some of
these ads were related to children and
yet published them anyway. They went
so far as to try to, as they called it,
‘“‘clean” the ads for illegal trans-
actions. Someone would place an ad,
pay for the ad, and then backpage
would say: You need to change this ad
a little bit because you are using words
like ‘‘schoolgirl” or ‘‘cheerleader,”
which indicates they are underage.

In other words, they knew these Kkids
were underage. Yet they edited the ads
and placed the ads anyway and took
the profit. That is what we are up
against.

The cost to these families, the
human suffering that results from this,
is incalculable. I met with victims all
around the State of Ohio and some
from other States who have come here,
as they did last week for this rally. Can
you imagine being in that situation as
a parent?

Kubiiki Pride, who was here last
week, had her 14-year-old daughter go
missing. She was a teenager. Her mom
was stricken with grief and concern
over her. After 10 weeks, she couldn’t
find her anywhere. Finally, somebody
said: You ought to look on this website
called backpage because they are sell-
ing girls online. God forbid, they were
right, and she found her daughter. She
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