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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Project Safe
Neighborhoods Grant Program Authoriza-
tion Act of 2018,

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘firearms offenses’® means an
offense under section 922 or 924 of title 18,
United States Code;

(2) the term ‘“‘Program’ means the Project
Safe Neighborhoods Block Grant Program
established under section 3; and

(3) the term ‘‘transnational organized
crime group’” has the meaning given such
term in section 36(k)(6) of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(k)(6)).

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT.

The Attorney General of the United States
is authorized to establish and carry out a
program, to be known as the ‘‘Project Safe
Neighborhoods Block Grant Program’ with-
in the Office of Justice Programs at the De-
partment of Justice.

SEC. 4. PURPOSE.

(a) PROJECT SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS BLOCK
GRANT PROGRAM.—The purpose of the Pro-
gram is to foster and improve existing part-
nerships between Federal, State, and local
agencies, including the United States Attor-
ney in each Federal judicial district, entities
representing members of the community af-
fected by increased violence, victims’ advo-
cates, and researchers to create safer neigh-
borhoods through sustained reductions in
violent crimes by—

(1) developing and executing comprehen-
sive strategic plans to reduce violent crimes,
including the enforcement of gun laws, and
prioritizing efforts focused on identified sub-
sets of individuals or organizations respon-
sible for increasing violence in a particular
geographic area;

(2) developing evidence-based and data-
driven intervention and prevention initia-
tives, including juvenile justice projects and
activities which may include street-level
outreach, conflict mediation, provision of
treatment and social services, and the
changing of community norms, in order to
reduce violence; and

(3) collecting data on outcomes achieved
through the Program, including the effect on
the violent crime rate, incarceration rate,
and recidivism rate of the jurisdiction.

(b) ADDITIONAL PURPOSE AREAS.—In addi-
tion to the purpose described in subsection
(a), the Attorney General may use funds au-
thorized under this Act for any of the fol-
lowing purposes—

(1) competitive and evidence-based pro-
grams to reduce gun crime and gang vio-
lence;

(2) the Edward Byrne criminal justice inno-
vation program;

(3) community-based violence prevention
initiatives; or

(4) gang and youth violence education, pre-
vention and intervention, and related activi-
ties.

SEC. 5. RULES AND REGULATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General
shall issue guidance to create, carry out, and
administer the Program in accordance with
this section.

(b) FUNDS TO BE DIRECTED TO LOCAL CON-
TROL.—Amounts made available as grants
under the Program shall be, to the greatest
extent practicable, locally controlled to ad-
dress problems that are identified locally.

(c) TASK FORCES.—Thirty percent of the
amounts made available as grants under the
Program each fiscal year shall be granted to
Gang Task Forces in regions experiencing a
significant or increased presence of criminal
or transnational organizations engaging in
high levels of violent crime, firearms of-
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fenses,
ficking.

(d) PRIORITY.—Amounts made available as
grants under the Program shall be used to
prioritize the investigation and prosecution
of individuals who have an aggravating or
leadership role in a criminal or
transnational organization described in sub-
section (c).

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Attorney General to carry out the Pro-
gram $50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2019
through 2021.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 3249), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

VA SENIOR EXECUTIVE
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 2772 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2772) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for requirements re-
lating to the reassignment of Department of
Veterans Affairs senior executive employees.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Tillis substitute
amendment at the desk be considered
and agreed to, the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2244) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Department
of Veterans Affairs Senior Executive Ac-
countability Act of 2018’ or the ‘“SEA Act of
2018”°.

SEC. 2. SEMIANNUAL REPORTS ON REASSIGN-
MENT OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS SENIOR EXECUTIVE
EMPLOYEES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 7
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:
“§727. Reassignment of senior executives

‘“(a) APPROVAL OF REASSIGNMENTS.—No in-
dividual employed in a senior executive posi-

human trafficking, and drug traf-
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tion at the Department may be reassigned to
another such position at the Department un-
less such reassignment is approved in writ-
ing and signed by the Secretary.

“(b) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS REQUIRED.—(1)
Not later than June 30 and December 31 of
each year, the Secretary shall submit to
Congress a report on the reassignment of in-
dividuals employed in senior executive posi-
tions at the Department to other such posi-
tions at the Department during the period
covered by the report.

‘“(2) Each report submitted under para-
graph (1) shall describe the purpose of each
reassignment and the costs associated with
such reassignment.

‘(3) For purposes of paragraph (2), costs as-
sociated with a reassignment may only in-
clude the following:

““(A) A salary increase.

‘(B) Temporary travel expenses for the in-
dividual or the family of the individual.

‘(C) Moving expenses.

‘(D) A paid incentive.

“‘(c) SENIOR EXECUTIVE POSITION DEFINED.—
In this section, the term ‘senior executive
position’ has the meaning given such term in
section 713(d) of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 725 the following new item:

“727. Reassignment of senior executives.”’.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 2772), as amended, was
passed.

———

AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO FURNISH
ASSISTANCE FOR ADAPTATIONS
OF RESIDENCES OF VETERANS
IN REHABILITATION PROGRAMS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 3562 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3562) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to furnish assistance for ad-
aptations of residences of veterans in reha-
bilitation programs under chapter 31 of such
title, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3562) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

SMITHSONIAN NATIONAL ZOOLOG-
ICAL PARK CENTRAL PARKING
FACILITY AUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be
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discharged from further consideration
of H.R. 4009 and the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4009) to authorize the Board of
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution to
plan, design, and construct a central parking
facility on National Zoological Park prop-
erty in the District of Columbia.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4009) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

AUTHORIZING USE OF
EMANCIPATION HALL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 112, which was re-
ceived from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 112)
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for an event to
celebrate the birthday of King Kamehameha
I.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.
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Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the concurrent resolution
be agreed to and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 112) was agreed to.

———
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 512, S. Res. 513, and S.
Res. 514.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to, the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 17,
2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
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adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, May
17; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed. Finally, I ask that fol-
lowing leader remarks, Senator PAUL
be recognized under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:47 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
May 17, 2018, at 9:30 a.m.

———————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate May 16, 2018:
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

MITCHELL ZAIS, OF SOUTH CAROLINA, TO BE DEPUTY
SECRETARY OF EDUCATION.

IN THE COAST GUARD

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS VICE COMMANDANT, UNITED STATES COAST GUARD,
AND TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C.,
SECTION 47:

To be admiral
VICE ADM. CHARLES W. RAY
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