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2019 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2020 through 2028;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2244. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. TILLIS)
proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 2772,
to amend title 38, United States Code, to pro-
vide for requirements relating to the reas-
signment of Department of Veterans Affairs
senior executive employees.

SA 2245. Mr. McCCONNELL (for Mr. CORNYN
(for himself and Mr. PETERS)) proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 3249, to authorize
the Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant Pro-
gram, and for other purposes.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2243. Mr. HELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution S.
Con. Res. 36, setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2019 and
setting forth the appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2020 through 2028;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON PAY FOR

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS IF THE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE
BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS ARE
NOT COMPLETED IN A TIMELY MAN-
NER.

It is the sense of the Senate that—

(1) both Houses of Congress should approve
a concurrent resolution on the budget and
all the regular appropriations bills before
October 1 of each fiscal year;

(2) if a concurrent resolution on the budget
and all the regular appropriations bills are
not approved by October 1 of each fiscal
year, no funds should be appropriated or oth-
erwise be made available from the Treasury
of the United States for the pay of any Mem-
ber of Congress during any period after Octo-
ber 1 that a concurrent resolution on the
budget and all the regular appropriations
bills are not completed; and

(3) no retroactive pay should be provided to
any Member of Congress for any period for
which pay is not made available as described
in paragraph (2).

SA 2244. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr.
TILLIS) proposed an amendment to the
bill H.R. 2772, to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for require-
ments relating to the reassignment of
Department of Veterans Affairs senior
executive employees; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Veterans Affairs Senior Executive Ac-
countability Act of 2018’ or the ‘“SEA Act of
2018,

SEC. 2. SEMIANNUAL REPORTS ON REASSIGN-
MENT OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS SENIOR EXECUTIVE
EMPLOYEES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 7
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:
“§727. Reassignment of senior executives

‘‘(a) APPROVAL OF REASSIGNMENTS.—NoO in-
dividual employed in a senior executive posi-
tion at the Department may be reassigned to
another such position at the Department un-
less such reassignment is approved in writ-
ing and signed by the Secretary.

“(b) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS REQUIRED.—(1)
Not later than June 30 and December 31 of
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each year, the Secretary shall submit to
Congress a report on the reassignment of in-
dividuals employed in senior executive posi-
tions at the Department to other such posi-
tions at the Department during the period
covered by the report.

‘“(2) Each report submitted under para-
graph (1) shall describe the purpose of each
reassignment and the costs associated with
such reassignment.

‘“(3) For purposes of paragraph (2), costs as-
sociated with a reassignment may only in-
clude the following:

‘“(A) A salary increase.

‘(B) Temporary travel expenses for the in-
dividual or the family of the individual.

‘“(C) Moving expenses.

‘(D) A paid incentive.

“(c) SENIOR EXECUTIVE POSITION DEFINED.—
In this section, the term ‘senior executive
position’ has the meaning given such term in
section 713(d) of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 725 the following new item:

‘“727. Reassignment of senior executives.”’.

SA 2245. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr.
CORNYN (for himself and Mr. PETERS))
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 3249, to authorize the Project Safe
Neighborhoods Grant Program, and for
other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Project Safe
Neighborhoods Grant Program Authoriza-
tion Act of 2018".

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this Act—

(1) the term ‘‘firearms offenses’” means an
offense under section 922 or 924 of title 18,
United States Code;

(2) the term ‘‘Program’ means the Project
Safe Neighborhoods Block Grant Program
established under section 3; and

(3) the term ‘‘transnational organized
crime group’” has the meaning given such
term in section 36(k)(6) of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(k)(6)).

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT.

The Attorney General of the United States
is authorized to establish and carry out a
program, to be known as the ‘‘Project Safe
Neighborhoods Block Grant Program’ with-
in the Office of Justice Programs at the De-
partment of Justice.

SEC. 4. PURPOSE.

(a) PROJECT SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS BLOCK
GRANT PROGRAM.—The purpose of the Pro-
gram is to foster and improve existing part-
nerships between Federal, State, and local
agencies, including the United States Attor-
ney in each Federal judicial district, entities
representing members of the community af-
fected by increased violence, victims’ advo-
cates, and researchers to create safer neigh-
borhoods through sustained reductions in
violent crimes by—

(1) developing and executing comprehen-
sive strategic plans to reduce violent crimes,
including the enforcement of gun laws, and
prioritizing efforts focused on identified sub-
sets of individuals or organizations respon-
sible for increasing violence in a particular
geographic area;

(2) developing evidence-based and data-
driven intervention and prevention initia-
tives, including juvenile justice projects and
activities which may include street-level
outreach, conflict mediation, provision of
treatment and social services, and the
changing of community norms, in order to
reduce violence; and
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(3) collecting data on outcomes achieved
through the Program, including the effect on
the violent crime rate, incarceration rate,
and recidivism rate of the jurisdiction.

(b) ADDITIONAL PURPOSE AREAS.—In addi-
tion to the purpose described in subsection
(a), the Attorney General may use funds au-
thorized under this Act for any of the fol-
lowing purposes—

(1) competitive and evidence-based pro-
grams to reduce gun crime and gang vio-
lence;

(2) the Edward Byrne criminal justice inno-
vation program;

(3) community-based violence prevention
initiatives; or

(4) gang and youth violence education, pre-
vention and intervention, and related activi-
ties.

SEC. 5. RULES AND REGULATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General
shall issue guidance to create, carry out, and
administer the Program in accordance with
this section.

(b) FUNDS TO BE DIRECTED TO LOCAL CON-
TROL.—Amounts made available as grants
under the Program shall be, to the greatest
extent practicable, locally controlled to ad-
dress problems that are identified locally.

(c) TAsk FORCES.—Thirty percent of the
amounts made available as grants under the
Program each fiscal year shall be granted to
Gang Task Forces in regions experiencing a
significant or increased presence of criminal
or transnational organizations engaging in
high levels of violent crime, firearms of-
fenses, human trafficking, and drug traf-
ficking.

(d) PRIORITY.—Amounts made available as
grants under the Program shall be used to
prioritize the investigation and prosecution
of individuals who have an aggravating or
leadership role in a criminal or
transnational organization described in sub-
section (c).

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Attorney General to carry out the Pro-
gram $50,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2019
through 2021.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I have 10
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 16, 2018, at
10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on the fol-
lowing nominations: Joseph Ryan
Gruters, of Florida, to be a Director of
the Amtrak Board of Directors, Jen-
nifer L.. Homendy, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, and Heidi R. King,
of California, to be Administrator of
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, Department of Trans-
portation.
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
16, 2018, at 10 a m. to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
16, 2018, to conduct a hearing entitled
““Authorizing the Use of Military
Force: S.J. Res 59.”
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 16,
2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘Protecting the Next Genera-
tion: Safety and Security at Bureau of
Indian Education Schools.”
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 16,
2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 16,
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Cambridge Analytica and the
Future of Data Privacy’’.
JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY
The Joint Committee on the Library
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
16, 2018, at 3.30 p.m. to conduct a hear-
ing.
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING
The Joint Committee on Printing is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, May 16,
2018, at 3:45 p m. to conduct a hearing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
May 10, 2018, at 9:15 a.m. to conduct a
closed hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SPACE, SCIENCE, AND
COMPETITIVENESS
The Subcommittee on Space,
Science, and Competitiveness of the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 16, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to
conduct a hearing.

——————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that my legis-
lative fellow Collin Anderson be grant-
ed floor privileges until the end of June
2018.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Anabel Moreno-Mendez, be granted
privileges of the floor for the remain-
der of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 2850

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk
that is due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2850) to amend the White Moun-
tain Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantifica-
tion Act of 2010 to clarify the use of amounts
in the WMAT Settlement Fund.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in
order to place the bill on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

————

IMPROVE DATA ON SEXUAL
VIOLENCE ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 395, S. 2349.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2349) to direct the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget to estab-
lish an interagency working group to study
Federal efforts to collect data on sexual vio-
lence and to make recommendations on the
harmonization of such efforts, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2349) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 2349

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Improve
Data on Sexual Violence Act”.

SEC. 2. INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP TO
STUDY FEDERAL EFFORTS TO COL-
LECT DATA ON SEXUAL VIOLENCE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget shall establish an inter-
agency working group (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘“Working Group’’) to study
Federal efforts to collect data on sexual vio-
lence and to make recommendations on the
harmonization of such efforts.

(b) COMPOSITION.—The Working Group
shall be comprised of at least one representa-
tive from the following agencies, who shall
be selected by the head of that agency:

(1) The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

(2) The Department of Defense.

(3) The Department of Education.

(4) The Department of Health and Human
Services.
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(5) The Department of Justice.

(c) DUTIES.—The Working Group shall con-
sider the following:

(1) What activity constitutes different acts
of sexual violence.

(2) Whether reports that use the same
terms for acts of sexual violence are col-
lecting the same data on these acts.

(3) Whether the context which lead to an
act of sexual violence should impact how
that act is accounted for in reports.

(4) Whether the data collected is presented
in a way that allows the general public to
understand what acts of sexual violence are
included in each measurement.

(6) Steps that agencies that compile re-
ports relating to sexual violence can take to
avoid double counting incidents of sexual vi-
olence.

(d) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 2
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Working Group shall publish and
submit to Congress a report on the following:

(1) The activities of the Working Group.

(2) Recommendations to harmonize Fed-
eral efforts to collect data on sexual vio-
lence.

(3) Actions Federal agencies can take to
implement the recommendations described
in paragraph (2).

(4) Recommendations for congressional ac-
tion to implement the recommendations de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

(e) TERMINATION.—The Working Group
shall terminate 30 days after the date on
which the report is submitted pursuant to
subsection (d).

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:

(1) HARMONIZE.—The term ‘‘harmonize’’ in-
cludes efforts to coordinate sexual violence
data collection to produce complementary
information, as appropriate, without com-
promising programmatic needs.

(2) SEXUAL VIOLENCE.—The term ‘‘sexual
violence’ includes an unwanted sexual act
(including both contact and non-contact)
about which the Federal Government col-
lects information.

—————

PROJECT SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS
GRANT PROGRAM AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 3249
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3249) to authorize the Project
Safe Neighborhoods Grant Program, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Cor-
nyn substitute amendment at the desk
be considered and agreed to, and the
bill, as amended, be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2245) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
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