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Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. DONNELLY, Mrs. CAP-
1TO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. CORNYN, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
CORKER, Mr. TESTER, Mr. ENZI, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. JONES, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Ms. SMITH, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
HELLER, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. LEE, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. REED, Mr. HATCH,
Mr. WYDEN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. RUBIO,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr.
B0O0OZMAN, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. THUNE) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 512

Whereas Federal, State, local, and Tribal
police officers, sheriffs, and other law en-
forcement officers across the United States
serve with valor, dignity and integrity;

Whereas law enforcement officers are
charged with pursuing justice for all individ-
uals and performing their duties with fidel-
ity to the constitutional and civil rights of
the public they serve;

Whereas law enforcement officers swear an
oath to uphold the public trust despite the
fact that through the performance of their
duties, they too may become targets for
senseless acts of violence;

Whereas, in 1962, President John Fitzgerald
Kennedy signed the Joint Resolution enti-
tled ‘‘Joint Resolution to authorize the
President to proclaim May 15 of each year as
Peace Officers Memorial Day and the cal-
endar week of each year during which such
May 15 occurs as Police Week’’, approved Oc-
tober 1, 1962 (36 U.S.C. 136) (referred to in this
preamble as the ‘‘Joint Resolution’’), which
authorizes the President of the United
States to proclaim May 15 of every year as
Peace Officers Memorial Day ‘‘in honor of
the Federal, State, and municipal officers
who have been killed or disabled in the line
of duty’’;

Whereas the Joint Resolution also author-
izes the President to designate the week in
which Peace Officers Memorial Day falls as
National Police Week;

Whereas the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial, dedicated on October 15,
1991, is the national monument to honor
those law enforcement officers who have died
in the line of duty;

Whereas the 37th Annual National Peace
Officers Memorial Service, held this year,
will honor the 129 law enforcement officers
killed in the line of duty in 2017, including
Stephen L. Ackerman, Ryan M. Albin, Aaron
W. Allan, Damon C. Allen, Colt E. Allery,
Shawn T. Anderson, Stephen J. Ballard, Cur-
tis A. Bartlett, Berke M.M. Bates, Matthew
S. Baxter, Justin L. Beard, Curtis B. Billue,
William T. Bishop, Curtis W. Blackbird, An-
thony J. Borostowski, Keith W. Boyer, Tim-
othy A. Braden, Kevin J. Brewer, Julie A.
England Bridges, Thomas C. Bunker, Mark J.
Burbridge, Michael C. Butler, Meggan L. Cal-
lahan, Andrew J. Camilleri, Sr., James E.
Chapman, Lucas F. Chellew, James E. Clark,
Debra L. Clayton, Sander B. Cohen, Sean F.
Cookson, Kenneth M. Copeland, Carl T.
Cosper, Jr., Jaimie J.A. Cox, Aaron L. Crook,
Henry J. Cullen III, Veronica S. Darden, Joel
R. Davis, Benjamin A. De Los Santos-
Barbosa, Nathan M. Desjardins, Mark G.
Diebold, Steven E. DiSario, Bernard W.
Domagala, Kenneth J. Doyle, Donald W.
Durr, Floyd East, Jr., David J. Fahey, Jr.,
Brian S. Falb, Miosotis P. Familia, Jason M.
Fann, Steven R. Floyd, Sr., Michael R.
Foley, Robert A. French, Jason A. Garner,
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Randall S. Gibson, Jonathan W.R. Ginka,
Nathan B. Graves, Clinton F. Greenwood,
Thomas J. Hannon, Jason G. Harris, Charles-
ton V. Hartfield, Kevin M. Haverly, Kristen
N. Hearne, Joe W. Heddy, Jr., Devin P.
Hodges, David J. Hoefler, Richard S. Howard
III, Stephen R. Jenkins, Sr., Robert J. John-
son, Donald O. Kimbrough, Stephen T.
Kubinski, Houston J. Largo, Paul Lazinsky,
Craig E. Lehner, Justin A. Leo, Norman C.
Lewis, Angel L. Lorenzo-Gonzalez, Michael
D. Louviere, Kevin C. Mainhart, Elias Mar-
tinez, Rogelio Martinez, William A. Mat-
hews, Hector L. Matias-Torres, Steven D.
McDonald, Marcus A. McNeil, Gregory M.
Meagher, Mark L. Mecham, Roberto Medina-
Mariani, Jay R. Memmelaar, Jr., D. Heath
Meyer, Gary L. Michael, Jr., Michael P. Mid-
dlebrook, Christopher J. Monica, Joshua S.
Montaad, Mason P. Moore, Isaac Morales,
Miguel I. Moreno, Marvin S. Moyer, Eric W.
Mumaw, Raymond A. Murrell, Thomas P.
Nipper, Rickey O’Donald, Terrence S.
O’Hara, Timothy J. O’Neill, Eric B. Overall,
Chad W. Parque, Zackari S. Parrish III,
Steve A. Perez, Monty D. Platt, Daniel K.
Rebman, Jr., Nicholas A. Rodman, Robert P.
Rumfelt, Wendy L. Shannon, Brian D. Shaw,
Justin J. Smith, Michael P. Stewart III,
Sean M. Suiter, Matthew L. Tarentino,
Shana R. Tedder, Jimmy D. Tennyson, Jus-
tin M. Terney, David Torres-Chaparro, Andre
H. Van Vegten, David J. Wade, Jerry R.
Walker, James M. Wallace, Michael T. Wal-
ter, Patrick N. Weatherford, Jason T.
Weiland, and Elise A. Ybarra; and

Whereas, since the beginning of 2018, more
than 50 law enforcement officers from across
the United States have made the ultimate
sacrifice: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 13 through
May 19, 2018, as ‘‘National Police Week’’;

(2) expresses strong support for law en-
forcement officers across the United States
in their efforts to build safer and more se-
cure communities;

(3) recognizes the need to ensure that law
enforcement officers have the equipment,
training, and resources necessary to protect
their health and safety while they are pro-
tecting the public;

(4) recognizes the members of the law en-
forcement community for their selfless acts
of bravery;

(5) acknowledges that police officers and
other law enforcement personnel who have
made the ultimate sacrifice should be re-
membered and honored;

(6) expresses condolences to the loved ones
of each law enforcement officer who has
made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of
duty; and

(7) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Police Week with
appropriate ceremonies and activities that
promote awareness of the vital role law en-
forcement officers perform safeguarding the
public trust for the United States.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 513—RECOG-
NIZING NATIONAL FOSTER CARE
MONTH AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO
RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE
CHALLENGES OF CHILDREN IN
THE FOSTER-CARE SYSTEM, AND
ENCOURAGING CONGRESS TO IM-
PLEMENT POLICY TO IMPROVE
THE LIVES OF CHILDREN IN THE
FOSTER-CARE SYSTEM

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Ms.
STABENOW, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. WICKER, Mr. ScoTT, Mr. PETERS,
Mr. CASEY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. LANKFORD,
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Mr. DAINES, Mr. KING, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. NELSON,
and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 513

Whereas National Foster Care Month was
established more than 20 years ago to—

(1) bring foster-care issues to the forefront;

(2) highlight the importance of perma-
nency for every child; and

(3) recognize the essential role that foster
parents, social workers, and advocates have
in the lives of children in foster care
throughout the United States;

Whereas all children deserve a safe, loving,
and permanent home;

Whereas the primary goal of the foster-
care system is to ensure the safety and well-
being of children while working to provide a
safe, loving, and permanent home for each
child;

Whereas there are approximately 438,000
children living in foster care;

Whereas there were approximately 273,539
youth that entered the foster-care system in
2016, while over 65,000 youth were eligible
and awaiting adoption at the end of 2016;

Whereas the number of children living in
foster care and entering foster care has in-
creased dramatically in recent years;

Whereas over 92,000 children entered foster
care in 2016 due to parental drug abuse;

Whereas children of color are more likely
to stay in the foster-care system for longer
periods of time and are less likely to be re-
united with their biological families;

Whereas foster parents are the front-line
caregivers for children who cannot safely re-
main with their biological parents and pro-
vide physical care, emotional support, edu-
cation advocacy, and are the largest single
source of families providing permanent
homes for children leaving foster care to
adoption;

Whereas children in foster care who are
placed with relatives, compared to children
placed with nonrelatives, have more sta-
bility, including fewer changes in place-
ments, have more positive perceptions of
their placements, are more likely to be
placed with their siblings, and demonstrate
fewer behavioral problems;

Whereas some relative caregivers receive
less financial assistance and support services
than do foster caregivers;

Whereas an increased emphasis on preven-
tion and reunification services is necessary
to reduce the number of children that are
forced to remain in the foster-care system;

Whereas more than 20,000 youth ‘‘aged out’’
of foster care in 2016 without a legal perma-
nent connection to an adult or family;

Whereas children who age out of foster
care lack the security or support of a bio-
logical or adoptive family and frequently
struggle to secure affordable housing, obtain
health insurance, pursue higher education,
and acquire adequate employment;

Whereas foster care is intended to be a
temporary placement, but children remain
in the foster-care system for an average of 19
months;

Whereas children in foster care experience
an average of 3 different placements, which
often leads to disruption of routines and the
need to change schools and move away from
siblings, extended families, and familiar sur-
roundings;

Whereas youth in foster care are much
more likely to face educational instability
with 65 percent of former foster children ex-
periencing at least 7 school changes while in
care;

Whereas children entering foster care often
confront the widespread misperception that
children in foster care are disruptive, unruly,
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and dangerous, even though placement in
foster care is based on the actions of a par-
ent or guardian, not the child;

Whereas recent studies show foster chil-
dren enrolled in Medicaid were prescribed
antipsychotic medications at 3 to 9 times the
rate of other children receiving Medicaid;

Whereas due to heavy caseloads and lim-
ited resources, the average tenure for a
worker in child protection services is just 3
years;

Whereas States, localities, and commu-
nities should be encouraged to invest re-
sources in preventative and reunification
services and postpermanency programs to
ensure that more children in foster care are
provided with safe, loving, and permanent
placements;

Whereas in 2018, Congress passed the Fam-
ily First Prevention Services Act, which pro-
vided new investments in prevention and
family reunification services to help more
families stay together and ensure more chil-
dren are in safe, loving, and permanent
homes;

Whereas Federal legislation over the past 3
decades, including the Adoption Assistance
and Child Welfare Act of 1980 (Public Law 96—
272), the Adoption and Safe Families Act of
1997 (Public Law 105-89), the Fostering Con-
nections to Success and Increasing Adop-
tions Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-351), the
Child and Family Services Improvement and
Innovation Act (Public Law 112-34), and the
Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strength-
ening Families Act (Public Law 113-183) pro-
vided new investments and services to im-
prove the outcomes of children in the foster-
care system;

Whereas May 2018 is an appropriate month
to designate as National Foster Care Month
to provide an opportunity to acknowledge
the accomplishments of the child-welfare
workforce, foster parents, advocacy commu-
nity, and mentors for their dedication, ac-
complishments, and positive impact they
have on the lives of children; and

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving,
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of National
Foster Care Month;

(2) recognizes National Foster Care Month
as an opportunity to raise awareness about
the challenges that children face in the fos-
ter-care system;

(3) encourages Congress to implement pol-
icy to improve the lives of children in the
foster-care system;

(4) acknowledges the unique needs of chil-
dren in the foster-care system;

(5) recognizes foster youth throughout the
United States for their ongoing tenacity,
courage, and resilience while facing life chal-
lenges;

(6) acknowledges the exceptional alumni of
the foster-care system who serve as advo-
cates and role models for youth who remain
in care;

(7) honors the commitment and dedication
of the individuals who work tirelessly to pro-
vide assistance and services to children in
the foster-care system;

(8) supports the designation of May 31, 2018
as National Foster Parent Appreciation Day;

(9) recognizes National Foster Parent Ap-
preciation Day as an opportunity to recog-
nize the efforts of foster parents to provide
safe and loving care for children in need and
raise awareness about the increasing need
for foster parents to serve in their commu-
nities; and

(10) reaffirms the need to continue working
to improve the outcomes of all children in
the foster-care system through parts B and E
of title IV of the Social Security Act (42
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U.S.C. 601 et seq.) and other programs de-
signed to—

(A) support vulnerable families;

(B) invest in prevention and reunification
services;

(C) promote adoption in cases where reuni-
fication is not in the best interests of the
child;

(D) adequately serve those children
brought into the foster-care system; and

(E) facilitate the successful transition into
adulthood for children that ‘‘age out’ of the
foster-care system.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  514—CON-
GRATULATING THE STUDENTS,
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND
LEADERS OF CHARTER SCHOOLS
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
FOR MAKING ONGOING CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION, AND
SUPPORTING THE IDEALS AND
GOALS OF THE 19TH ANNUAL
NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOLS
WEEK, CELEBRATED MAY 7
THROUGH MAY 11, 2018

Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
BURR, Mr. ISAKSON, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
ScoTT, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. ToOMEY, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
TILLIS, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. GARDNER,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. PERDUE,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. CoONS, Mr. McCAIN, and
Mr. HATCH) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 514

Whereas charter schools are public schools
that do not charge tuition and enroll any
student who wants to attend, often through
a random lottery when the demand for en-
rollment is outmatched by the supply of
available charter school seats;

Whereas high-performing public charter
schools deliver a high-quality public edu-
cation and challenge all students to reach
the students’ potential for academic success;

Whereas high-performing public charter
schools promote innovation and excellence
in public education;

Whereas public charter schools throughout
the United States provide millions of fami-
lies with diverse and innovative educational
options for children of the families;

Whereas high-performing public charter
schools and charter management organiza-
tions are increasing student achievement
and attendance rates at institutions of high-
er education;

Whereas public charter schools are author-
ized by a designated entity and—

(1) respond to the needs of communities,
families, and students in the United States;
and

(2) promote the principles of quality, ac-
countability, choice, high-performance, and
innovation;

Whereas, in exchange for flexibility and
autonomy, public charter schools are held
accountable by the authorizers of the char-
ter schools for improving student achieve-
ment and for sound financial and operational
management;

Whereas public charter schools are re-
quired to meet the student achievement ac-
countability requirements under the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) in the same man-
ner as traditional public schools;

Whereas public charter schools often set
higher expectations for students, beyond the

S2729

requirements of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301
et seq.), to ensure that the charter schools
are of high quality and truly accountable to
the public;

Whereas 44 States and the District of Co-
lumbia have enacted laws authorizing public
charter schools;

Whereas, as of the 2017-2018 school year,
more than 7,000 public charter schools served
nearly 3,200,000 children;

Whereas enrollment in public charter
schools grew from 400,000 students in 2001 to
3,200,000 students in 2018, an eightfold in-
crease in 17 years;

Whereas in the United States—

(1) in 208 school districts, more than 10 per-
cent of public school students are enrolled in
public charter schools; and

(2) in 19 school districts, at least 30 percent
of public school students are enrolled in pub-
lic charter schools;

Whereas high-performing public charter
schools improve the academic achievement
of students enrolled in the charter schools
and collaborate with traditional public
schools to improve public education for all
students;

Whereas public charter schools—

(1) give parents the freedom to choose pub-
lic schools;

(2) routinely measure parental satisfaction
levels; and

(3) must prove the ongoing success of the
charter schools to parents, policymakers,
and the communities served by the charter
schools or risk closure;

Whereas a 2015 report from the Center for
Research on Education Outcomes at Stan-
ford University found significant improve-
ments for students at urban charter schools,
and compared to peers of traditional public
schools, each year those students completed
the equivalent of 28 more days of learning in
reading and 40 more days of learning in
math;

Whereas parental demand for high-per-
forming charter schools is high, and there
was an estimated 5 percent growth in charter
school enrollment between fall 2016 and fall
2017; and

Whereas the 19th annual National Charter
Schools Week is celebrated the week of May
7 through May 11, 2018: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the students, families,
teachers, leaders, and staff of public charter
schools across the United States for—

(A) making ongoing contributions to pub-
lic education;

(B) making impressive strides in closing
the academic achievement gap in schools in
the United States, particularly in schools
with some of the most disadvantaged stu-
dents in both rural and urban communities;
and

(C) improving and strengthening the public
school system throughout the United States;

(2) supports the ideals and goals of the 19th
annual National Charter Schools Week, a
week-long celebration held May 7 through
May 11, 2018, in communities throughout the
United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to hold appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities for National Charter
Schools Week to demonstrate support for
public charter schools.

——
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 2243. Mr. HELLER submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 36,
setting forth the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fiscal year
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