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Vietnam war. Third, to protect the 
Americans that navigated the B–52s 
and the jets to bomb North Vietnam.’’ 

After the war, thousands of displaced 
Hmong refugees were obliged to flee 
Laos. They fled into Thailand, to coun-
tries in Europe, and—in many cases— 
to the United States. My State of 
Rhode Island is proud to have had 
many settle and build their lives in our 
communities. 

The Hmong Veterans’ Service Rec-
ognition Act passed into law this year, 
finally allowing naturalized Hmong- 
and Laotian-American veterans to be 
buried in U.S. national cemeteries. I 
am grateful to my fellow Rhode Is-
lander Philip Smith of the Lao Vet-
erans of America for his determined 
advocacy on behalf of Hmong and Lao 
veterans. 

Twenty-one years ago, the Clinton 
administration authorized a plaque to 
be placed at Arlington National Ceme-
tery commemorating the valor of the 
Lao soldiers who aided American forces 
during the Vietnam war. It is a fitting 
honor for those brave combat veterans 
that they lie beside old comrades-in- 
arms, a way of keeping the promise in-
scribed on this memorial plaque, which 
pledges that the Hmong and Lao vet-
erans’ ‘‘patriotic valor and loyalty in 
the defense of liberty and democracy 
will never be forgotten.’’ 

After my father retired, he heard 
that local opposition had arisen to a 
proposed Lao temple not far from here 
in Virginia. He went with his military 
aide and CIA station chief from the 
Laos days to testify at the local hear-
ing. The military aide was General 
Richard Trefry, then the commander of 
White House military operations, who 
in full military regalia testified that, 
without the courageous Lao resistance, 
led by Vang Pao out of the base at 
Long Tieng, there would be 1,000 more 
American names on the Vietnam War 
Memorial. 

It is with that sense of abiding grati-
tude that we remember the bravery of 
those Hmong troops and their dedica-
tion to fight for democracy and to pro-
tect the lives of so many young Ameri-
cans at war in Southeast Asia. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHARON JACKSON 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to say a few words about 
Sharon Jackson, a former member of 
my staff who recently left to pursue 
another opportunity in public service. 

Sharon was part of the original team 
in my State offices that I hired after 
being sworn into the Senate in January 
2015. 

She served as a constituent relations 
representative, where her compassion 
and authenticity reassured constitu-
ents as she worked to resolve their 
issues with various Federal agencies. 
Being an Army veteran herself, Sharon 
had a unique gift of connecting with 
veterans and servicemembers while she 
helped them navigate complex govern-
ment systems. The difference she made 

in the lives of so many people is im-
measurable. 

Sharon provided insight into the 
issues small businesses face in Alaska. 
Her past work with National Write 
Your Congressman and the National 
Federation of Independent Businesses 
put her in tune with the passions and 
concerns of Alaska’s small businesses. 

She was also a very involved commu-
nity member in Anchorage and Eagle 
River, contributing her time and en-
ergy to a variety of organizations with 
the intention of building a better and 
brighter future for our great State. 

Sharon was a true pleasure to have 
on the team. She loves Alaska, and 
that always showed in her passionate 
advocacy on behalf of constituents. She 
loves her family and is a devoted wife 
and mother. 

We will miss Sharon and the joy she 
had helping Alaskans. I wish her the 
best in her future endeavors. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO AMANDA BEDFORD 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week I have the honor of recognizing 
Amanda Bedford for her positive im-
pact on the Chouteau County commu-
nity as the owner of the Wake Cup 
Cafe. 

Amanda grew up on her parent’s farm 
between Fort Benton and Highwood. 
She always had a passion for the Fort 
Benton community, knowing 1 day 
that was where she wanted to open a 
coffee shop. At 20 years old and with 
the support of her parents, she made 
that dream a reality. Fourteen years 
later, the business has seen tremendous 
success and growth under Amanda’s 
leadership. 

What started as a tiny coffee shop, 
serving only coffee and a few sand-
wiches, has since expanded greatly. 
The current building is the res-
taurant’s third location, with a much 
larger and more expansive menu. By fo-
cusing on fresh, homemade ingredients, 
Amanda is proud of the delicious food 
the Wake Cup Cafe brings to Fort Ben-
ton. 

With the enormous growth the Wake 
Cup Cafe has seen, Amanda has turned 
it into a family business. As of 4 years 
ago, Amanda’s sister and brother-in- 
law have become part owners in the 
business, allowing them to continue to 
grow the coffee shop. While the busi-
ness continues to expand, Amanda re-
mains focused on providing the com-
munity with a place to gather with 
family and friends. As Amanda says, 
every small town needs a coffee shop. 
She is proud to be that staple for the 
Fort Benton community. 

I congratulate Amanda Bedford on 
her wonderful impact to Fort Benton 
and the greater Chouteau Community. 
With her passion, dedication, and de-
termination, her community is brought 
together over their favorite local hang-
out: the Wake Cup Cafe.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO DENIS O’HAYER 

∑ Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today I 
am proud to honor in the RECORD a 
dedicated Georgian who has elevated 
media political coverage and served as 
a true ambassador of the First Amend-
ment. 

It is not every day that a politician 
honors a journalist on the floor of the 
Senate, but when one who is as accom-
plished as Denis O’Hayer of Georgia an-
nounces his upcoming retirement, it is 
only right to recognize his 40 years of 
radio and TV work and achievements. 

Denis O’Hayer will retire next month 
from Atlanta’s National Public Radio 
affiliate, WABE, where he has hosted of 
a number of programs since he joined 
the station 2009. Since 2015, Denis has 
gotten the day started for countless 
Atlantans who tune in for his news up-
dates on ‘‘Morning Edition.’’ The 
listenership for his program has more 
than doubled since he took the helm as 
host. His podcast, ‘‘Political Break-
fast,’’ is a more recent hit and shows 
Denis’s adaptability and one of the 
many reasons for his success in the 
field of broadcast journalism. 

Denis began his work in the Atlanta 
media market in 1978 in radio with 
WGST and as a host with Public Broad-
casting Atlanta after moving to the 
city from his radio career in Con-
necticut. 

During his distinguished career, 
Denis has also worked in television as 
a freelance reporter with CNN and as a 
political reporter at Atlanta NBC affil-
iate WXIA–TV for 11 years. 

The Atlanta Press Club, which is one 
of the largest and most active profes-
sional journalism associations in the 
country, has benefitted from Denis’s 
leadership as president. 

Denis, his distinguished WABE col-
league Rose Scott, and their team 
earned an Edward R. Murrow award in 
2012 for their television broadcast spe-
cial focused on the fight against child 
sex trafficking in Atlanta called ‘‘How 
to Stop the Candy Shop.’’ 

The Georgia Association of Broad-
casters named Denis Broadcaster of the 
Year in 2014, and in 2015, he was named 
to the Atlanta Press Club Hall of 
Fame. 

Denis is respected by colleagues 
across the spectrum for the quality of 
his work, his professionalism, and the 
fact that he is a consummate gen-
tleman. My staff has always praised 
Denis, and we have looked for ways to 
work together whenever possible. 

Over the years, in addition to politics 
both local and national, Denis and I 
forged a friendship and respect for each 
other that went beyond work, regu-
larly sharing reports about our fami-
lies and discussing our shared enjoy-
ment of travel. 

I wish Denis the very best of luck in 
his retirement, and I am thankful that 
he will continue to contribute to Geor-
gia politics as a commentator in the 
future. Our political discourse will be 
better for it.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO SARMAT CHOWDHURY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the hard work of my Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee intern Sarmat Chowdhury. 
Sarmat hails from Woodbridge, VA, 
and is a graduate of George Mason Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s degree in 
international relations and conflict 
analysis and resolution. 

While interning for the Commerce 
Committee, Sarmat assisted the Sub-
committee on Consumer Protection, 
Product Safety, Insurance, and Data 
Security. He is a dedicated worker who 
was always willing to tackle new 
projects. I extend my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to Sarmat and wish 
him continued success in the future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PETER PETRASKO 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the hard work of my Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee intern Peter Petrasko. 
Peter hails from Sioux Falls, SD, and 
is a graduate of Brown University. 
Peter is planning to attend graduate 
school in the fall. 

While interning for the Commerce 
Committee, Peter assisted the Sub-
committee on Space, Science, and 
Competitiveness, as well as the Sub-
committee on Surface Transportation 
and Merchant Marine Infrastructure, 
Safety, and Security. He is a dedicated 
worker who was always willing to take 
on new projects. I extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Peter for 
all of the hard work and wish him con-
tinued success in the future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JACOB VALDEZ 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the hard work of my Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee law clerk Jacob Valdez. 
Jacob hails from Tucson, AZ, and is a 
second-year law student at Arizona 
State University. 

While clerking for the Commerce 
Committee, Jacob assisted the Sub-
committee on Consumer Protection, 
Product Safety, Insurance, and Data 
Security. He is a dedicated worker who 
was committed to getting the most out 
of his clerkship. I extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Jacob and 
wish him continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:40 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 1285. An act to allow the Confederated 
Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw 
Indians, the Confederated Tribes of the 
Grand Ronde Community of Oregon, the Con-
federated Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon, 
the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, 
the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of In-
dians, the Klamath Tribes, and the Burns 

Paiute Tribes to lease or transfer certain 
lands. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 613. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to require that the Director of 
the Bureau of Prisons ensure that each chief 
executive officer of a Federal penal or cor-
rectional institution provides a secure stor-
age area located outside of the secure perim-
eter of the Federal penal or correctional in-
stitution for firearms carried by certain em-
ployees of the Bureau of Prisons, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 1417. An act to amend the National 
Law Enforcement Museum Act to allow the 
Museum to acquire, receive, possess, collect, 
ship, transport, import, and display firearms, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4854. An act to amend the DNA Anal-
ysis Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 to pro-
vide additional resources to State and local 
prosecutors, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4895. An act to establish the Medgar 
Evers Home National Monument in the State 
of Mississippi, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5242. An act to require the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of Education to 
conduct a survey of all public schools to de-
termine the number of school resource offi-
cers at such schools. 

At 5:15 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives request the Senate 
to return to the House the bill (H.R. 
4743) to amend the Small Business Act 
to strengthen the Office of Credit Risk 
Management within the Small Busi-
ness Administration, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bills were read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 613. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to require that the Director of 
the Bureau of Prisons ensure that each chief 
executive officer of a Federal penal or cor-
rectional institution provides a secure stor-
age area located outside of the secure perim-
eter of the Federal penal or correctional in-
stitution for firearms carried by certain em-
ployees of the Bureau of Prisons, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

H.R. 1417. An act to amend the National 
Law Enforcement Museum Act to allow the 
Museum to acquire, receive, possess, collect, 
ship, transport, import, and display firearms, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

H.R. 4895. An act to establish the Medgar 
Evers Home National Monument in the State 
of Mississippi, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

H.R. 5242. An act to require the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of Education to 
conduct a survey of all public schools to de-
termine the number of school resource offi-
cers at such schools; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 2850. A bill to amend the White Moun-
tain Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantifica-
tion Act of 2010 to clarify the use of amounts 
in the WMAT Settlement Fund. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5205. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Saint Lawrence Seaway Develop-
ment Corporation, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Tariff of Tolls’’ 
(RIN2135–AA44) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 10, 2018; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–5206. A communication from the Census 
Bureau Federal Register Liaison Officer, 
Census Bureau, Department of Commerce, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Foreign Trade Regulations 
(FTR): Clarification on Collection and Con-
fidentiality of Kimberley Process Certifi-
cates’’ (RIN0607–AA54) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 2, 2018; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–5207. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a Determination and Cer-
tification under Section 40A of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act relative to countries not 
cooperating fully with United States 
antiterrorism efforts; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC–5208. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Army, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to the U.S. Army 
Audit Agency’s review of an audit of the 
American National Red Cross’s Annual 
Statement; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–231. A resolution adopted by the 
Mayor and City Commission of the City of 
Miami Beach, Florida, memorializing their 
support for a statewide ban on hydraulic 
fracturing, acid fracturing, and any form of 
extreme well stimulation for the purpose of 
resource extraction in the State of Florida; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

POM–232. A resolution adopted by the 
Mayor and City Commission of the City of 
Delray Beach, Florida, calling on the State 
of Florida, the Governor of Florida, the 
President of the United States, and the fed-
eral government to pass comprehensive laws 
to address the growing concerns associated 
with gun violence in America; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 1692. A bill to authorize the National 
Emergency Medical Services Memorial 
Foundation to establish a commemorative 
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