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the same questions: How does he still
have a job? Why hasn’t the President
fired this guy?

One answer goes back to the Presi-
dent himself. When Pruitt’s scandals
started to snowball last month, oil and
gas magnate Harold Hamm, a billion-
aire patron of Scott Pruitt’s, lobbied
President Trump to keep him on.
Twenty-two polluter front groups, led
by the infamous Heartland Institute,
so-called, wrote a letter to President
Trump lauding Pruitt’s what they call
“‘positive record of reform unmatched
by any of Pruitt’s predecessors.”” Who
is behind those 22 polluter front
groups? Guess what. It is those climate
denial champions, the Koch brothers,
to the tune of at least $87 million in
funding.

The test in Trumptown is whether
Harold Hamm and Charles and David
Koch are happy. And they are. Pol-
luters are free to pollute for free, and
climate change gets scrubbed out of of-
ficial communications. Big-spending
polluters are happy, happy, happy, and
that is why Scott Pruitt remains as
EPA Administrator in the Trump
swamp.

It doesn’t have to be this way. The
words of Woodrow Wilson are still true
today about legislative oversight. He
said:

It is the proper duty of a representative
body to look diligently into every affair of
government and to talk much about what it
sees. It is meant to be the eyes and the voice,
and to embody the wisdom and will of its
constituents.

Our constituents—my constituents,
anyway—are not just the big polluters
like Harold Hamm and the Koch broth-
ers. The polluters may have billions to
spend in politics, which they do, but
they have very different interests than
the millions of regular Americans who
look to EPA to protect the air we
breathe, the water we drink, and the
climate we must inhabit. Where are the
eyes and the voice in the present ma-
jority for these millions of Americans?
Our silence in the face of this flagrant
corruption is deafening.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE).
The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the
Senate will soon be taking up my reso-
lution recognizing this month of May
as National Foster Care Month.

For over 20 years, National Foster
Care Month has been recognized as a
time to raise awareness about the chal-
lenges that young people in foster care
experience and to celebrate their resil-
ience in the face of these obstacles.
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There are over 438,000 children in fos-
ter care nationwide. In Iowa alone,
over 4,000 kids entered foster care in
2016. Due to the opioid crisis, there are
more children entering foster care than
many child welfare agencies are
equipped to handle. In 2016, over 92,000
kids entered foster care due to parental
drug abuse.

I salute all of those who dedicate
their time and their resources to help-
ing these young people. This induces
social workers, advocates, and alumni
of the foster care system, who inform
lawmakers and the public and, more
importantly, who fight to secure better
outcomes for these young people in
care. Of course, this also includes fos-
ter parents, who open their homes and
their hearts to children in need.

Without foster parents, children un-
able to remain with their biological
parents would have nowhere to go. Un-
fortunately, this is becoming a reality
for children across the country, as
many States are experiencing a critical
shortage of foster parents. In my home
State of Iowa, many counties are fac-
ing a shortage of foster care homes,
causing young people to be housed in
shelters instead of with families.

The solution is not simply recruiting
more people to serve as foster parents.
Between 30 and 50 percent of licensed
foster parents choose to stop being fos-
ter parents after only 1 year of doing
that. That is why this year our resolu-
tion also designates the single day of
May 31 as ‘‘Foster Parent Appreciation
Day.” It is my hope that communities,
child welfare agencies, and other orga-
nizations will use this day to recognize
the sacrifices foster parents make.
Those who do not choose to continue
being foster parents often report that
their reason is a lack of support and
training. At a time when foster parents
are needed more than ever, it is impor-
tant for communities and child welfare
agencies to support foster parents and
ensure that they are trained to help
the kids entrusted to them.

Through my work on the Senate Cau-
cus on Foster Youth, I have had the op-
portunity to hear firsthand what chil-
dren in foster care need. I would advise
Senators to take advantage of listening
to that group of people we call foster
youth. They need love, they need per-
manency, and they need stability and
support.

In short, all they need is a family.
They often express to me: ‘I would like
to have a mom and a dad.” That is why
I am pleased that Congress recently
passed the Family First Prevention
Services Act. This legislation works to
keep more families together by allow-
ing Federal reimbursement for services
to families before children are put in
foster care, not afterward. These serv-
ices include substance abuse treatment
and in-home parenting skill programs.
When it is truly in a child’s best inter-
est to be removed from their parents,
this bill ensures that more kids will be
placed with supportive families instead
of in group homes.
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Of course, there is still work to be
done. Far too many children still expe-
rience the trauma of neglect and abuse,
and far too many youth in foster care
age out without meaningful connection
to a caring adult.

Moving forward, Congress must con-
tinue to listen to the voices of foster
youth, foster parents, and other advo-
cates by working to find better solu-
tions and secure better outcomes for
youth in foster care.

———

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
TRANSCRIPT RELEASE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
want to address an issue that was
brought up by the minority leader on
the floor this morning. I want to re-
spond to the false statements made by
the very misinformed minority leader
this morning—and I mean really mis-
informed.

He criticized the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s release this morning of about
2,500 pages of information about the in-
famous Trump Tower meeting with a
Russian lawyer and Donald Trump, Jr.

First, he mischaracterized the re-
lease as solely a Republican move.
That is false. In fact, that is absolutely
false. This release was done with the
support of the ranking minority mem-
ber. On January 25 of this year, at the
committee meeting where I announced
my desire to release the transcripts,
the ranking member publicly sup-
ported the decision. I have three
quotes. She said, ‘I am delighted.’” She
said she had ‘‘no disagreement.”” She
said, ‘I am very grateful for your deci-
sion to proceed.”

Second, he accused me of deciding
not to interview two participants in
the meeting. That is false. In fact, it is
absolutely false. I would like to have
interviewed both Mr. Manafort and Mr.
Kushner. An interview of Mr. Manafort
was scheduled a day before he was raid-
ed. We—meaning Senator FEINSTEIN
and this Senator—had subpoenaed Mr.
Manafort for a committee hearing set
for July 26, 2017. Mr. Manafort instead
offered to appear voluntarily for a staff
interview the day before the hearing,
and the ranking member asked me to
withdraw the subpoena. Then the FBI
raided his home, and Mr. Manafort in-
dicated he would invoke his Fifth
Amendment rights and then con-
sequently declined to answer the com-
mittee’s questions. However, we did re-
view the transcript of his earlier inter-
view with the Intelligence Committee.

The ranking member refused to par-
ticipate in a voluntary interview when
we had the chance. She said Democrats
on the committee objected that the
scope would be focused on the Trump
Tower meeting. For all I know, the mi-
nority leader’s office objected as well,
but political leadership should not be
dictating bipartisan committee over-
sight.

As for Mr. Kushner, he refused to par-
ticipate in a voluntary interview after
the ranking member unilaterally and



S2716

prematurely released another witness
transcript. There was no consultation
with me at all by the minority on that
point. That is the opposite of how this
Senator handled this morning’s tran-
script release.

Mr. Kushner’s attorney demanded
promises of confidentiality that we
could not provide. Transparency is too
important to keep all this information
under wraps. We could keep it all se-
cret for many more months while we
fight over trying to force people to tes-
tify against their will. But we decided
to put out the voluntary testimony
now for the sake of transparency, and
the ranking member, as I said two or
three times, supported that decision.

Third, the minority leader claimed
that the release of this information
was motivated by the Republicans’ de-
sire to ‘‘let the President and his law-
yers interfere with the Mueller probe
and get a peek at any potential evi-
dence.” That is false. In fact, it is abso-
lutely false.

Again, the Democrats on the com-
mittee did not object to the release,
and the ranking member affirmatively
supported it. She and her staff were
fully consulted and worked coopera-
tively with us in preparing the release.
So the claim that there was some se-
cret plan to help one side or the other
in the Mueller probe is absurd. My only
motivation was the same as that of the
ranking member—transparency for the
American people on this controversy.
Let the people read it for themselves
and draw their own conclusions.

Fourth, the minority leader claimed
that ‘‘Republicans are rushing to de-
clare their investigation complete.”
That is false. In fact, it is absolutely
false. The minority leader should not
try to put words in my mouth. I didn’t
say that. Anyone who knows me knows
that oversight is never done and should
never be done. It is our core constitu-
tional duty.

Now as to the Trump Tower meeting,
Congress has learned as much as we are
likely to learn, unless some new infor-
mation comes to light. That might
happen. We have to be ready for it if it
does. Other committees, the press, and
the special counsel are all over this as
well. So there is no lack of scrutiny.
But there is a lack of transparency,
and these 2,500 pages or so do more to
give the public a picture of what hap-
pened than anyone else has done.

I would just ask my friend the minor-
ity leader: What have you done to an-
swer the questions our constituents
may have had about the Trump Tower
meeting? What good-faith efforts have
you undertaken to give the American
people transparency about the inves-
tigation relating not just to the Trump
Presidency but Presidential contenders
in 20167 Have you done anything to sup-
port or assist Republicans in getting to
the bottom of questions that concern
them and their constituents back
home? The answer is, nothing. In fact,
the answer is, absolutely nothing—ab-
solutely nothing but speculation and
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frenzy. It is nothing but pure political
frustration for losing the Presidential
election in 2016. It also fundamentally
misunderstands the role of congres-
sional oversight and congressional in-
vestigations. We don’t prosecute
crimes. We can’t indict suspected
criminals. Our job is to act as a check
on the executive branch.

Do you know who has not come to sit
for long, transcribed interviews before
the Judiciary Committee staff? Well,
the answer to that is current or former
Department of Justice and FBI offi-
cials—not a single one. Our job is to
oversee the Justice Department and to
oversee the FBI, but Judiciary Com-
mittee Democrats have not been sup-
portive or interested in questioning
those officials.

The minority leader seems to believe
that it is our job to waste taxpayers’
dollars retreading the special counsel’s
investigation or duplicating the Intel-
ligence Committee’s work so he can
bludgeon his political opponents. Well,
that is not my job. I am going to focus
on our constitutional duty to act as a
check on the executive branch. I am
going to keep digging and keep fight-
ing for answers from the Justice De-
partment and from the FBI.

We will be having a hearing on the
controversies in 2016 that undermined
Americans’ faith in the objectivity of
these vital institutions. I have great
faith in the inspector general ap-
pointed by President Obama and the
nonpartisan office he leads. As soon as
the inspector general’s report is out,
we will learn a lot more about what
happened before and during the elec-
tion from an independent and objective
source, and we will follow up.

The minority leader was right about
one thing—when he said: ‘“‘There is
much left to investigate. Many wit-
nesses still to be heard.” I agree. This
is not over.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TILLIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President, I
come to the floor this afternoon to
honor the incredible men and women of
our Nation’s law enforcement agencies
and to recognize the ultimate sacrifice
of one of North Dakota’s peace officers.
Each year, peace officers from all over
the country and from countries all over
the world come to Washington, DC, to
celebrate and to honor the lives of
their colleagues who have lost their
lives in the line of duty.

I want first to recognize several law
enforcement officers that lost their
lives in the line of duty last year who
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do not always get the recognition or
the honor they deserve, and those are
our Federal and Tribal peace officers.
They protect our homeland, they pro-
tect our borders and, in the case of
Tribal police, they provide safety and
security in Indian Country in some of
the most remote and difficult places in
the Nation.

This year, eight Federal law enforce-
ment officers’ names were again etched
in the wall: Rickey O’Donald, Federal
Bureau of Investigation; Isaac Morales,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection;
Rogelio Martinez, U.S. Customs and
Border Protection; David John Hoefler,
U.S. Department of Transportation;
Kenneth Doyle, U.S. Marshals Service;
Houston James Largo, Navajo Nation;
Uga’Shon Curtis Wayne Blackbird,
Omaha Nation; and Nathan Bradford
Graves, Sac and Fox Nation.

To these Federal and Tribal officers
whom we lost last year in the line of
duty, may God bless you and may God
bless your families.

The men and women who serve as
peace officers in our Tribal, Federal,
State, and local law enforcement agen-
cies selflessly put the lives of those
they have taken an oath to protect and
serve before their own lives. I am here
not only to remember those peace offi-
cers whom we have lost but to thank
each and every peace officer who puts
on that uniform or badge every day to
protect our communities.

I wish to recognize briefly a few law
enforcement officers I have come to
know well during my time in the Sen-
ate: the southwest border sheriffs—in
particular, Cochise County, AZ, sheriff
Mark Dannels and Yuma County sher-
iff Leon Wilmot—and Macon County,
IL, sheriff Howard Buffet. They are not
only outstanding law enforcement offi-
cials, but they have become great
friends, great mentors, and a great
source of advice and consent on how we
can work better here in Washington,
DC, not only on the border but across
agencies in law enforcement.

As a former North Dakota attorney
general, I have always had a special re-
lationship and appreciation for law en-
forcement. Serving as the top law en-
forcement officer in my State will al-
ways be one of the most meaningful
moments of my professional career.
North Dakota has the finest collection
of peace officers in the country, and I
could not be more proud than to con-
tinue to work alongside them as their
U.S. Senator.

I am here to thank each and every
one of the peace officers who selflessly
serve in communities throughout
North Dakota and to let you know that
I just don’t appreciate you during po-
lice week. I appreciate you 24/7 because
I know you are protecting the people of
my great State, and you are doing it at
great risk to you and at great sacrifice
to your families.

So today I come with a heavy heart.
This is now the second police week in a
row that I have attended where I am
memorializing a North Dakota peace
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