S268

almost every item the President re-
quested, including his full budget re-
quest for border security, changes to
family reunification—which he calls
chain migration—and an end to the di-
versity lottery system.

There is no other alternative on the
table. I repeat: There is no other alter-
native on the table. If my Republican
friends want to protect the Dreamers,
as over 70 percent of Americans say we
should, this is the deal.

The White House is not going to help
us; we know that. We have to do it our-
selves. Once we do it, we can solve all
of our other problems on defense and
domestic spending, on healthcare, in-
cluding CHIP, community health cen-
ter extenders, disaster relief, and more.

Let’s roll up our sleeves and get to
work on both sides of the aisle, regard-
less of the dithering, the indecision,
and the contradictory statements of
the White House.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RUBIO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————
RAPID DNA ACT OF 2017

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
concur in the House amendment to S.
139, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

House message to accompany S. 139, a bill
to implement the use of Rapid DNA instru-
ments to inform decisions about pretrial re-
lease or detention and their conditions, to
solve and prevent violent crimes and other
crimes, to exonerate the innocent, to prevent
DNA analysis backlogs, and for other pur-
poses.

Pending:

McConnell motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the bill.

McConnell motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the bill, with McCon-
nell amendment No. 1870 (to the House
amendment to the bill), to change the enact-
ment date.

McConnell amendment No. 1871 (to amend-
ment No. 1870), of a perfecting nature.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 12:15
p.m. will be equally divided between
the two leaders or their designees.
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The Senator from Kansas.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FUNDING THE GOVERNMENT

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, when we
complete our work today on the FISA
issue, we will be consumed by the issue
of a continuing resolution and the need
for continued appropriations to keep
government functions available to the
American people.

I come with a suggestion that I think
is based not on politics but upon com-
monsense and perhaps just the good
business aspect of getting our work
done. My suggestion to our colleagues
is that we do not shut down govern-
ment. I think the outcome of that is
not good, and I can list the reasons. I
have had constituents from time to
time tell me ‘‘shut her down. It
wouldn’t matter to me,” but I can list
the circumstances in which it really
does matter to everyday folks in Kan-
sas and across the country. At the
same time, we should force ourselves to
do work that we seemingly are unwill-
ing or unable to complete. There is a
whole list of things that are pending,
and they have been pending for a long
time.

The Presiding Officer and I serve on
the Appropriations Committee, and one
of the positions that I think we share
is the desire to see that the appropria-
tions process works. That means that
we would do a budget. The Budget
Committee would do a budget, and the
Senate and the House would approve
the budget. We would do 12 appropria-
tions bills that fill in the budget space.
We would be able to prioritize spend-
ing. We could increase, reduce, or
eliminate spending. Then, we could
again send a message to agencies, de-
partments, and cabinets that we have
the ability to determine how much
money they have to spend and, there-
fore, have the opportunity to influence
decisions that are made that affect the
American people through the bureauc-
racy and through the administration in
such significant ways.

So the goal here is to keep govern-
ment functioning—no shutdown—but
also to have the discipline necessary to
put an appropriations process in place
to get us out of a CR.

Immigration, from DACA to border
security, is certainly a topic of con-
versation in Congress, and negotiations
are apparently ongoing and it is an
issue that needs to be resolved. If we
are going to make fixes to our immi-
gration system, now is better than
later. If border security is important,
now is better than later to improve
border security. If certainty in people’s
lives is important, now is better than
later.

Many of us have a concern that we
are not adequately funding the defense
side. We face many threats, from China
in the Pacific to Russia and its intru-
sion, from cyber issues that affect our
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national security to terrorism and the
Middle East. If additional money is
necessary for our intelligence capabili-
ties and for our national defense, now
is better than later.

What may happen here is that we
will pass a continuing resolution that
takes us weeks into the future and we
will operate under a continuing resolu-
tion, or, if that is not possible, nothing
may pass for several days and the so-
called government shutdown would
occur.

Here is what I would ask us to do.
Let us do a continuing resolution for a
day or so at a time, keeping govern-
ment open, which puts the pressure on
negotiations to occur to resolve the va-
riety of issues that are out there today
that, in all likelihood, will be attached
to a final resolution. The question is,
Do we do it now? Do we force those ne-
gotiations to occur and a resolution of
those issues to happen? Do we force
that today by being in a continuing
resolution that is a very short period of
time? Or do we give ourselves another
month to allow the conversations to
continue, and, in all likelihood, if his-
tory is any indication, a month from
now we will be saying: Well, we need
another CR while we continue.

The issues are important that are be-
fore us, and Congress has the habit of
delaying resolutions of issues until the
moment of crisis arrives. My point is
this: Keep the pressure on us today. Do
not let us walk away from here now
without keeping government open, but
do not let us leave the Senate and the
Congress until we have resolved the
issues in front of us. Those issues in-
clude healthcare, immigration, funding
for national defense, domestic spend-
ing, and issues related to disaster—the
Senator who presides today is from
Florida—whether or not we do disaster
assistance, which is a need as a result
of the hurricanes that have caused tre-
mendous damage in Texas and Florida
and Puerto Rico. If we need that dis-
aster relief—if it is needed—it is need-
ed now, not later.

I have raised this topic. I have had
this conversation with many of my col-
leagues.

I encourage us to continue to resolve
our differences today—they will not be
easier tomorrow—and make certain
that we have an opportunity for us to
then deal with the important issues
that are still ahead of us. Outside of
any agreement that might be reached
in the next several days, we need to
deal with issues that are important—
what I would describe as issues that we
will be dealing with that are normally
important to us in May and June. But
May and June will be occupied by the
things we should have resolved now. So
that in May and June, we will do the
things we could have done today, and
we will not be taking care of the July
issues.

Common sense tells me that we can
find a solution to the problems if we
work at it, but if we allow ourselves to
escape from the process today or to-
morrow—if we return home—we will be
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back in the same position next week
and the week after that and the week
after, which we are in today.

It is just a simple plea that the Sen-
ate exhibit some common sense, some
good business practices. Let’s resolve
our differences now, and then let’s take
on the next issues that are so impor-
tant to the country.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
THE ECONOMY

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, later
this week, we are going to reach 1 year
since President Trump was sworn into
office as President of the United
States. From what I have seen and
from what I have heard, visiting with
people at home, all around the State of
Wyoming, his first year has been a
huge success.

People are telling me, telling their
friends, and telling their neighbors
that America is finally headed in the
right direction again. People tell me
that they feel optimistic—optimistic
because of the policies that Repub-
licans have put in place over this past
year.

The polling company Gallup says it
is not just happening in Wyoming; it is
happening all across the country. They
had a report the other day that said
Americans’ confidence in our economy
was positive in 2017, and they say that
this was the first positive annual aver-
age since they started tracking these
numbers back in 2008—the first time
ever.

As soon as Donald Trump was elected
President, economic confidence began
to soar. It has stayed positive every
single month since election day of 2016.

Gallup has said that this is the exact
opposite of what they had seen for the
previous 8 years.

In another poll last week, Gallup said
that people are also more optimistic
about the job market. They found that
Americans’ confidence about finding a
job—a quality job—was the highest it
has been in the 17 years since they
have been asking that question as well.

They said that there was a ‘‘sharp in-
crease’ over the year before—in 2016,
when President Obama was in charge—
in people’s feelings about being able to
find a quality job. People are con-
fident, and they are much more opti-
mistic about the future. We see the
signs of it everywhere we turn.

Stores had their biggest holiday sales
since 2008. When people are feeling con-
fident, they feel it is OK to go shop-
ping. They feel there is going to be the
income to cover the things they are in-
terested in having for Christmas and
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the gifts they can give. They can relax.
That is the kind of optimism we are
seeing now.

It is because they see that President
Trump and Republicans in Congress are
serious about improving America’s
economy. They see that we are serious
about giving relief to Americans who
have been getting buried under an ava-
lanche of redtape.

The President has cut through mas-
sive amounts of regulations. Congress
has rolled back 15 different major regu-
lations from the Obama administra-
tion. That is going to save Americans
as much as $36 billion over time be-
cause of the regulatory burden that has
been relieved. These are regulations
that harmed Americans and wiped out
American jobs. Now those regulations
are gone.

When people see that Washington is
finally taking the right approach to
regulation, it gives them confidence. It
makes them more optimistic about the
future.

A lot of the regulations that Demo-
crats wrote had to do with their war on
American energy. Democrats shut
down a lot of energy exploration and
energy development in America. They
shut down attempts to export Amer-
ican energy. They even wrote rules to
put the United States at a competitive
disadvantage when we tried to develop
energy resources overseas.

Republicans have stopped Washing-
ton’s war on American energy. We are
opening up more areas to responsible
energy production off of our coasts and
in part of Alaska. Our goal should be to
make American energy as clean as we
can, as fast as we can, without raising
costs on American families.

Republicans have put policies in
place to restore that balance to Amer-
ica’s energy policy.

Now people are talking about not
just energy security, energy independ-
ence, but American energy dominance.
When people see that Washington is fi-
nally taking the right approach to en-
ergy, it gives them confidence.

People see that Republicans are de-
livering on other promises as well, such
as giving American families serious tax
relief. This tax law that passed at the
end of last year is giving back more
than $1 trillion to Americans over
time. It is letting people keep more of
their hard-earned money. It is spurring
economic growth. It is going to make
it simpler for a lot of families to fill
out their taxes.

When people see that Washington is
finally taking the right approach to
taxes, it gives them more confidence,
more optimism. They are confident be-
cause they are already seeing the di-
rect result in their paychecks.

At least 166 companies have said that
they are going to give raises, give out
bonuses, and invest more in their
workers because of the tax law. More
than 2,236,000 workers across this coun-
try are getting more money in their
pockets as a result of these raises and
bonuses. Some of the folks who are get-
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ting bonuses are people who work at
Walmart. That is one of the biggest
employers in my State of Wyoming.
People who work there are getting bo-
nuses, they are getting higher wages,
and they are getting expanded mater-
nity leave benefits—one advantage
after another—as a result of the tax
law that was passed by a Republican
House, a Republican Senate, and signed
by President Trump. These workers are
noticing the extra money. It is going to
make a difference to them and to their
families. It is not just a one-time bump
for people; economists say that this tax
relief legislation is going to boost the
economy for years to come.

There was a story on CNBC Monday
that quoted an official from one Euro-
pean bank. He said that President
Trump has ‘‘changed the perception of
what’s possible in Washington.”

The American economy has roared
back to life. We are finally—finally—
having the economic recovery that we
should have had 8 years ago. That is
because we finally got the policies that
allow our economy to grow the way it
should. We had a big recession in this
country. Democrats used that as an ex-
cuse to pile a bunch of regulations on
the American people. That had a lot to
do with keeping the economy from re-
covering at the pace it should have.

During the Obama administration,
there was talk about the ‘“‘new nor-
mal.” People said that maybe it was
just the way things were going to be in
America from now on—slow, tepid eco-
nomic growth, weak recovery, wages
that didn’t grow, people out of work for
years at a time. That is what we saw in
that administration. Now we know
that it was never normal, it was never
acceptable, and it was never the way
things had to be. Things could be dif-
ferent, and the American people voted
to make things different. In 2016, they
said it was time for a change. Repub-
licans are showing that the economy
can grow faster once we get the right
policies in place. America can be a
greater place for all of us.

We head into President Trump’s sec-
ond year with an economy much
stronger than it was the day he took
office. We have more Americans at
work. We have businesses and families
confident that the economy will be
even better this year. I think that is
the kind of thing that people mean
when they tell me they feel confident
and optimistic in the direction of our
country again. I see that confidence in
Wyoming. We see it on Wall Street, and
we see it all across the United States.

Democrats might miss the Obama
economy of higher taxes and more reg-
ulation. Republicans are fighting to
continue the policies that are giving
Americans confidence, optimism, and
hope. Republicans know this is just the
beginning.

(The remarks of Mr. BARRASSO per-
taining to the introduction of S. 2319
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)
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